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11 PREFACE. 

dered as more or less connected with 
poetical history of their country. 

With a few exceptions, the lives of 
more eminent poets are narrated at len 
and the merits of their productions c 
cally discussed. In a Supplement, wl 
concludes the work, will be found bri 
notices of those of a minor rank, as als 
others, who, though distinguished for 
casional displays of poetic talent, have ] 
sessed it in subordination to some o 
excellence, by which they have bee 
better known to the world. 

The Editor caiinot feel certain that na 
may not have been overlooked, which 01 
in justice to have found a place in su 
collection ; but he believes it will be fc 



to omt^ as complete an enumeTation of 
the Poets of Scotland, and as ample infor- 
m respectiDg their history and work:;, 
u baa been yet presented to the public. 

Am, iVarci Si, 1832. 
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JAMES THE FIRST. 



lid the bards whom Scotia holds to fame, 
boasts, nor vunly boasts, her James's name ; 

\ less, sweet bard ! a crown thy glory shews, 
1 the fair laurel that adorns thy brows. 

G. DYER. 

aracters in history present greater claims to 
on and sympathy, tlian James the First, King 
nd. With a right by birth to supreme rule, 
sed all the qualities by which it is most de- 
but rarely, acquired. Far advanced beyond 
^f the age in which he lived, in knowledge 
nent ; of a creative genius and cultivated 
lien is fitted equally to charm and to com- 
brighten the sunshine of repose, and to 
2 whirlwind and the tempest ; wise, gene- 

B 




2 LIVES OF EMINENT SCOTSMEN. 

roas, and beneficent, in all his views ; at once, the 
most learned prince and the most accomplished cava- 
lier of his day ; no man was ever better entitled to 
take the lead of an infant people in the path to gioiy 
and prosperity. Yet with all these blossoms of a 
high and happy destiny, the story of James's life is 
but one chapter of misfortunes, so severe and so on- 
merited, that they might fill with tears the sternest 
eye that ever scanned the ways of heaven to man. 

James the First was bom in 1393. He was the 
second son of Robert the Third of Scotland, and the 
fourth monarch'in descent from the renowned Robert 
Bruce, the restorer of the Scottish monarchy. 

James had an elder brother, David, who fell a vic- 
tim in the dawn of life to the murderous ambition of 
his uncle, the Duke of Albany, who wished to secure 
the throne for himself and family. Some emissaries 
of the duke waylaid the young prince in the neigh- 
bourhood of St Andrew's, and seizing forcibly on his 
person, conducted him to the Palace of Falkland, 
where he was shut up in a strong tower and starved to 
death. 

The melancholy fate of hb first bom filled the 
Scottish monarch with dismay for the safety of his 
only remaining boy, James ; and, in order to place 
him beyond the reach of a faithless kindred, ontil 
he should att£un to the vigour of manhood, he resolved 
to send him, for the completion of his education, to 
the court of France, the most antient and devoted 
ally of the Kings of Scotland. The young prince, 
now in his eleventh year, was accordingly embarked, 
with all possible secrecy, on board of a vessel nnd^ 
the care of the Earl of Orkney ; and as a trace sul^ 




-JAMBS THE Wl%Wr. 9 

bdivvai £iigluid «iii8cotl«Bd, 
weeks of ks ftipalalBd 

iqriBfttefleottidi ibm with «• fuU 
€ cnniiiglkefeM* tecoiv ftoa all d«p^ien ImI 
€ Ike wWb «iii wmf««. Wbea off JnMrfi»- 
Sead, heirever, tliey were inteneptefl hymB, 
I eiMdram aad, m ^kkH&aa of aM Ifae Invs 
■geiof ■tfiiMjCmkd pnwwi to EogMndA 
lUbgi €£ tin dttMteEOfrMkd, bj BoolHMBi, 
kis irtlier. with sonow to the giravo* 
heM^s, <«waelm«gfal«QrhfaiwUiefti 
,e^dki lojvfcrwhcfaihbiwitfagiief^dwtho 
leadjr toghe upthe glhoit ulo flw hndi 



bed"Ch w bcr» ho elMtaiBed ftoa aD Ibod, «id 
e dajftdied of hngor aad grief at BoUMjf." 
tho deadi of Bobert, JaMa wm prodained 
faaty oaaeeaoiit of lii^ miiioiity aad ab a e a e e , 
{eacy of Hm kbgdoai dofohned o» hb amfle* 
tfidioQS Albany, Irho, intoxicated by the sweets 
rer, instead of making any serious e£fort for the 
ption of be royal nephew, contributed all in 
wer, by evasive and heartless negociations, to 
ct the period of his exile. 
> first two years of the young prince's captivity 
lassed in the Tower of London. In 1407, he 
•moved to Nottingham Castle. In 1413, he was 
bt back to the Tower, but, in the course of th^ 
year, was transferred to Windsor Castle. In 
tbe English king, Henry IV. took James along 
him in his second expedition to France, bat, on 
turn, committed him anew to Windsor Castle, 
he remained till hb final liberation. 

B 2 




4 LIVES OF EMINENT SCOTSMEN. 

In all these fortresses, his confinement was of the 
closest description ; even at Windsor, though there 
was " a garden faire fast by the tower's wall," he ap- 
pears only to have been allowed the scanty pleasure 
of gazing on its verdant luxuriance from his charabet 
window. 

Although his body was, in the very spring of its 
growth, thus cruelly shut up from those grand foan- 
tains of life and strength, air and exercise, it is singu- 
lar enough, that the attention paid to the cultivation 
of his mind was quite in an inverse degree. Hector 
Boece tells us, that Henry IV. and V. furnished him 
with the best of teachers in all the arts and sciences ; 
and all historians are agreed in recording, as the fruit 
of their united e£forts, that James became a perfect 
prodigy of talents and accomplishments. Boece says, 
** he was a proficient in every branch of polite litera- 
ture, in grammar, oratory, Latin and English poetry, 
music, jurisprudence, and the philosophy of the 
times ;" that " in all athletic Exercises, particularly in 
the use of the sword and spear, he was eminently ex- 
pert;" and that " his dexterity in tilts and tourna- 
ments, in wrestling, in archery, and in the sports of 
the field, was perfectly unrivalled." Bellenden adds, 
that he was moreover an " expert mediciner ;'* Pin- 
kerton speaks of his skill in " miniature painting and 
horticulture ;" and Drummond, more comprehensive 
ttan all the rest, says, that " there was nothing where- 
in the commendation of wit consisted, or any shadow 
of the liberal arts did appear, that he had not applied 
his mind to, seeming rather bom to letters than in- 
structed." . 

It is very probable, that this ample catalogue of 
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Ru may admit of some abatement. A person 
saeaaes imquestumably many excellencies, is 
inrc to have some few added at a Tenture, less 
J amiable partiality for bis fame, than from 
unon rice of biography, a weak desire of tell- 
?tiiing new. The hbtorians of Scotland, not 
with provii^ James to be the first of Scots^ 
tve been ambitioas to make him out to be the 
men ; and, in doing so, nothing b m<»re likely 
It they should, in some degree, have over- 
tbe modesty of truth. It u certain, at least, 
James really possessed all the perfections 
re thus ascribed to him, a connderable pro- 
of them must have been tiie attainment of 
bseqnent to his captivity. Expertness " in all 
exercises," " dexterity unrivalled in tilts and 
cuts, in archery, and in the sports of the 
rere graces not to be acquired within the nar> 
s of a prison ; and granting even that they 
re beloDged to a later and happier period of 
it is allowing much for zeal in new pursuits 
ne, tliat such heyday accomplishmcDts could 
ready acquisition uf a prince who had been 
I in a prison from boyhood till nearly middle 
om sedentary and secluded habits must have 
i of much of the natural elasticity of youtii, 
», on his restoration to the world, had all the 
a dbtracted kingdom to occupy his attention. 
4:ver deduction a regard to probability may 
is to make from the reputed attainments of 
on account of hb long captivity, it will only 
, nearer to a correct estimate of tiie obligation 
jnder to the English sovereigns, for the jx'cu- 
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6 LIVES OT EMINENT S 

list uid somewhat incoiuiileDt degree of atlentl 
which tfaEj bestowrd on hu edncation. The tenm 
which lome writera hue eipreued tlieiniieive* on U 
point are abonduitly eitmvagant. Junea, we I 
told, was, on the tcon of mental iiDprarement, nil 
a gainer than a Iim«t by bis captivity; the Engli 
• monaichs arecTenuid to have accompliihed, inti 
leapect, what went nigh to a full alonement for tb 
imJDit and lawleu detention of this anfortiuu 
prince. Vain Bpolog; ! In bit infant yean, Jan 
had foi bia preceptor one of the brigheit oraaiDei 
uf tbe Scalliab hierarchy of (hat period, Waller Wai 
law. Archbishop of St. Andrew's \ and tlie you 
who might have continaed to enjoy tbe tuition of 
Wardlaw, and stich as Wardlaw, could have nolbi 
to gain bv being transferred to the care of all I 
cioctors in England. At all efentr, no service on ea: 
conid atone for eigbleen yean of close and untem 
ted captiiitj; years too of joutb and of maohoo 
tbe whole spring and sommer lime of a num'i bi 
euatence. A regard to appearances ; (he desire 
haviDg, and the vanity of filling up. appolntmem 
may joiDtly or separately have led to that profusi 
of instruction with whieb James was provided ; 1 
it would tie too much lo suppose, that the heart whi 
cared nothing for the life of its victim, could «i 
about any thing else that concemed him. 

It is pleaung to find, that those attainments whi 
were most likely to be pursued in tbe lonelbesa 
captiii^ are Ibotc, of James's excellence in whic 
there is the least, or rather I ibould say, no don 
wbatever. Philosophy and poetry were tbe grai 
souices from wliich he drew tbe coosoUtiou he 



POBTfi.— JAMRS THE FIRST. 
much needed ; and tUeiG is ample evidence e>lant I 
iLew. Ihal be had cultivated tliem «ith oHiie tban o 
dinarv aoceeu. He was nn aasidnoua Btudcut, ao 
■rate much ; but on llieae points, let na listen fur 
noment to the s»ee1 bardhimaelf. 
Qahue u la wud full oft I nolil benaille 

Mj dedel; lyl, full of pejne ud penance, 
Saing rj' thus ; quhat have I gilt, to faille* 
Mj fh-donie in this wsrld and mj pleassticp ' 
Sm every wight bos thereof suflisance 
That I behold, and I a cieature 
Pot from all this, hard ii injne adrpnlure ! 
The bird, the beirte. the liacb eke in the sea, 
Hie; IjvB in fredome everie in hiskynd ; 
And I a toati, and taklih libertie. 

Qidiat wU I aejnp, quhat reason maj I fyud 
Iliat fottime auld do to? • • • 

ITie long dayes and the njgbtis eke 
I vrold bewaille oiy fortune in diis wfae 

Fai qvrhich again distrcsse, coDirort to aeke 
My cuatom mbs on mumia for U rise 
Airljr as day, O happy eiereise! 



"niB long ny' beholding, 
UjTK eyne gan to sm 

Bfj boke I schet, and el 
And down I lay : " 



/■ 




8 LIVES OP EMINENT SCOTSMEN. 

Again, speaking of hb determination to write the 
" King's QuaJii"* that chief memorial of hi» fame, 
he sa^s : 

And in my tyme more ink and paper spent 

To lyte effect, I tuke conclusion 

Sum new thing tq write j • • # 

His favorite volume, while in prison, appears to 
have been Boethius' ethic piece, " de Consolationc 
Philosophise/' 

Or ever I stent, t my best was more to loke 
Upon the writing of this nobil man. 

This workVas, indeed, well calculated to tranqui- 
lize an elegant mind, suffering from early and long 
continued bereavements. It was the production of a 
man, who, from being " the warldis flowrc,'' had him- 
self drunk deep of the cup of adversity ; and with 
whom " the Latin tongue and the last remains of 
Roman dignity" are said '* to have sunk in the west- 
em world." The book consists of a supposed con- 
ference between the author, and a personification 
of philosophy, who endeavours to comfort him for 
the various ills of a life of persecution, poverty, and 
exile. Chaucer has translated this woriL into i^glbh, 
and Camden informs us, that Queen ElizAbeth, 
after having read it, to assuage a fit of grief, also 
made an elegant translation of iL 

James did not seek the consolations of philosophy 
in vain. Amid all his bewailbgs for the singular se- 

-■—  —  —  ^— ^-^   »!■■■■ M ill , lOl M — .   ^— ^—    

• " Quair," quire or book, from cahier, Fr, 
t Stretched myself; lay down. 
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Ttnt^of Msble, it is aStcting to observe, wit)i hov 

ipair besttn, »l iaal, toshcw its liaggan 
can be more pJainCivFlj ttnder than llu 
ti he iodutged. 

Bcwsilliag in m; chainber liiiis ollnne. 
Despeired of all jojje aitfl remedye; 

Forlirit or m; thought and wo begone. 
And to the wvndow giui I walk in hye. 
To KC the nn'rid and folk y' went torbje. 

As for the lyme tlumgh I of nirthitfadi 

Ny' liave no mare, to ItAa it did ms gj'iie. 



ime sbandanniciit of HUt at the dieaiy |>ni9p«:t of 
le all of life that rcm^ed to him. His uncle, the. 
nurdcTtT of his brother, and the accewory to hij own 
oiptiviijr, was, indeed, no more, but he had been suc- 
ceeded in the regencj and id ail his faithless design? 
hjtui ion, Murdo; neither the nobles not the peopk' 
xi Scotlini] had shewn the least :eal to accomplish 
Ve liltendon ; and. heing himself shot ap from all 
■ppottunity of [\egodating, the chaocc of something 

emDle B9 ever. He was, as he savs, 
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Happily, however, the day of liberty at length n^ 
rived ; and, to a prince of his sanguine and romaatM 
cast of mind, it could not come with the less charm 
that it was ushered in by the magic wand of femak 
beauty. 

The window of hb chamber in Windsor Towei 
looked forth into a small garden, which occupied th< 
place that was once tlie^moat of the keep. It was i 
sweet embowered spot ; 

So thick, the beuis and the leves grene 
Rescbadit all the allyes y' were there. 

And royddis every herbere my' be sene 
The scharp grene suete junepere 
Grouing so fair w' branchu here and there. 

That as it semy t to a lyf* w' out 

The bewes spred the herbere all about 

And on the small grene twistis f sat 
The Util suete nightingale, and song 

So loud and clcre, the hymnis consecrate 
Of lovis use, now soft, now loud among 
That all the gardynis and the wallis rong. 

Quair, canto iu ; 

As he was listening on a May-morning to 
" hymnis of love,'* he cast his eyes downwards, 
saw, walking under the tower, " the furest and 
freschest young floure'' that he had ever seen, 
heart, open and unoccupied, languishing after 
munion with some kindred nature, was instantly < 
tivated. He caught up, with a rapid and 

• Person. t Twigs. 



i 
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mmi aad, iaafcv mnmewti, ftU bis ffiolbigi 



i aodejalj aj wit, my ooiiiileiiiBee» 
ksri; Bgr «B« ay BKtnre, aad mymyady 
I ckaagli done Tj* inane GftfaerUnd. 



•EBicdyaddi: 

' '   >o nmch gode 

idmywMLhetKilxam iinii^ 
k it WM to me joje wiflMKit 



dqpartme of tiK hd j fiom (h^ gndea pstSB 



lee kir pot and fiiioiic I aa my* 
Imntfii tiK day wis toray* nito njK 

bistaaily lehpsed into that moodiness of de- 
ram whlcfa the fait viaon had aroosed him ; his 
f seemed now a hundred times more cniel, more 
irealung, tlian ever ; the whole of a long day, 
it in " sibling with himself allone •" and, when 

LS 

Bad go Cuewele ereiy lef and floore," 

id himself still lingering at tlie window, and 
^k of my* and mynd" to stir from tiie spot, 
acved by tfie morning's adyentme, he laid his 
 die cold stone. Falling asleep, he was trans- 
iD imagination on a " cloode of crystall, clere 
re," to the ^here of ** blissful Venus ;*' thence 
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to the Palace of Mincrvai from which, after van 
good advices, he was sent back to earth on a "jo 
ney in quest of Fortune," with whom he sucoeedi 
obtaining a very encouraging interview. After le 
ing him to her wheel, and bidding him learn to clii 
the fickle dame thus sadly alludes to the ci^ 
years of her unfortunate suppliant. 

Now bald thy grippb, quoth sche, for thy tyme 
An hour and more it rynis oucr prime* 
To count the whole, the half is near away ; 
Spend wcic therefore the rcmanant of the day. 

The real history of the sequel of this interest 
adventure is lost in poetic allegory. More is i 
known, than that James was happy in his loye. 1 
sovereign of his heart proved to be the Lady Ji 
Beaufort, the daughter of John Duke of Somer 
the grand daughter of John Duke of Gaunt, a 
consequently, of the blood royal of England. 1 
Duke of Bedford, then Regent of England, dor 
the minority of Henry V. conceiving tliat a conn 
tion between James and this lady might serve to < 
tach him from the old alliance of his family n 
France, encouraged their mutual attachment, and 
tlmately concluded a treaty, which restored theSc 
tish [)rincc to that liberty of which he had been 
long deprived ; and gave him for his wife a ladj 
beauty and virtue, so rare, that could she not hi 
been otherwise wooed and won, a lover of Jtam 



Past prime of life. 



POETS.— JAMES THE FIRST. 13 

tempeiament woold probably have considered all hb 
Tears of captivity well lost for such a prize. 

In the year 1424, James returned, with his young 
bride, to Scotland. He was received by the people 
with a degree of affectionate enthusiasm, which could 
acaicely have been expected from their former indif- 
ference to hb welfare, but which a brief glance at the 
state of the kingdom sufficiently explains. He 
found disorder and ruin every where ; the royal 
estates alienated ; the laws set at nought by an arro- 
gant nobility ; the people impoverished and oppres- 
sed ; trade gone ; industry in rags. The Dukes of 
AJbany, father and son, solely anxious to retain their 
Bl-gotten ascendency, had followed a system of go- 
venunent which exbted on concessions alone; to 
Bake friends, for the moment, of a rapacious aristo- 
3acy, they had gone on, day after day, sacrificing 
very permanent interest both of the crown and the 
eople. James, though "all unused to rule," was 
sidier dlow in discovering the source of the prevail- 
g evils, nor feeble in applying the fittest remedies. 
> commenced by making a signal example of the 
\ef surviving actors in the past interregnum of ini- 
ty. The ex-regent Albany, his two sons, and his 
cr-in-law, the Earl of Lennox, were all tried, 
nctcd, executed, and their estates confiscated to 
crown. Those who have dwelt with fondness 
le cultivated mind and gentle virtues of James^ 
startle at the record of such deeds of vengeance 
such a hand ; but, ere we judge severely of 
ent, let it be remembered, how much there was 
conduct of the regent and his family to exas- 
evcn the mildest of natures ; how much of 
I 1.] c 
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deep ensangoined crime — of grieyons inepumbl) 
jury ; how necessary it was, at the begimuiigt 
reign, commenced so late in life and with so mw 
rectify, to set an example whidi shonld cany in* 
dread into the hearts of the many petty dopol 
whom the country was enthralled, and the slabilit 
the throne endangered. Assuredly so much I 
could not have flowed on the scalBoid witlioat ma 
sigh of deep regret from a prince of Jameses sei 
lity ; and when we see a spirit like his sanctk 
punishments of such severity, we may be sati 
that the necessity which called for diem most 
been extreme. 

James went on, with an active and steady haiK 
reforming abuses, in bringing the power of the ] 
barons within the controul oi the laws, and in i 
vering the rights and property of the crown firon 
hands of those who had usurped them. '* Jan 
says Dr. Robertson, ** was too wise a prince to 
ploy open force to correct such inveterate evils, 
ther men nor the times would have borne it. Hi 
plied the gentler and less offensive remedy of 
and statutes." The same historian afterwaida i 
that ** all his acquisitions, however fetal to the nc 
were obtained by decisions of law.** In fiurt, J 
was the first monarch who established any thing 
a general system of law in Scotland. Previous t 
time, the ityal jurisdiction was almost entirely 
fined to the limits of the crown domains, beyond v 
the king's judges claimed, indeed, much aiith< 
but possessed next to none. The right of judgii 
the first instance, belonged to the barons witlua 
respective territories ; and, though an appeal \»j 
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them to the king and his justices, it was easy to lliul 
meanii to defeat the effect of thb regulation. I'hc 
Scottiah monarchs had long been sensible of these 
limitations to the due administration of justice, and 
bore tbem with impatience. But it was impossil)lr 
to overtum in a moment what was so deeply mot- 
cd, or to strip the nobles, at once, of privileges 
which thej had held so long, and which were wrouuht 
almost into the frame of the feudal constitution. 
James I. led the way here, as well as in other uistan- 
towaids a more regular and perfect police. He 
choice from among the estates of parliament, 
of a certain number of persons, whom he dbtinguisheil 
by the names of Lmrds of Sesaon, and appointed them 
to hold coorts three. times a year, and forty days at a 
time, in whatever place he pleased to name, for the 
determination of all matters of a civil nature ; an in- 
stitntion which presented the first approach to an uni- 
venal jmisdiction in Scotland, and which subsists, 
with various improvements, unto this day. 

Sensible how deficient his long imprisonment had 
made him in a knowledge of real life, James was iiiu^t 
a&ftiduous in his endeavours to make himself aequaint- 
ed with the character, habits, and pursuits of all clas- 
ses of his people ; he went often in disguise amongst 
tbem; visited their fire-sides : mingled inttieir sports; 
and took note of all their wants. He was thus ena- 
bled to dictate many excellent laws for the seciirit v of 
the subject, the improvement of morals, and llic on- 
couracement of industry ; and, by gaining to hiinsi it' 
ibe aliections of the people, seemed to have estalili>liicl 
his throne on a basis which no private hostility could 

«hake. 

c 2 
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The fate of James, however, like that of Henry 
IV. of France, and Gnstavus of Sweden, is a strik- 
ing proof that it is not when roost loved, that a 
prince has least to fear. In proportion as the people, 
at large, had cause to be grateful to their king, there 
were a few turbulent barons, who saw in his condncl 
only cause for resentment and hate ; nor is this to be 
wondered at, when it is considered that almost every 
thing which James gained for the people was soine^ 
thing taken away from the nobility. In the thirteentli 
year after his return to Scotland, a conspiracy w« 
formed against his life, and, at the head of hb dead- 
liest foes, we have again the pain to find one of hit 
own nearest kindred, a second uncle, Walter Earl of 
Athol. The chief confederates of the earl were Mi 
grandson and heir, Robert Stewart, who belonged <a 
the king's household ; and Sir Robert Orahame, of 
Strathem, who James had mortally offended, by le- 
annexing to the crown some property of which he 
had unjustly obtained possession during the regencyi 
The king was, at this time, without any array ; he had 
not even retained a body guard -, and was living in on. 
suspecting security at a Carthusian monastery, whidi 
he had founded near Perth. Grahame, who had beei 
for sometime at the head of a gang of outlaws in the 
adjacent mountains, brought down a party of them, 
under the cloud of night, to the neighbouriiood of the 
monastery, and, unobserved by all but those who wen 
in the plot, quietly gained possession of the oata 
gates, and even the interior passages. The first inti< 
roation which James received of his danger was from 
his cup-bearer, Walter Straton, who, leaving the 
chamber in which the king and queen were at supper, 



\ 



bat finding, to her dbmay, that the bar had 

destinely removed by some of the parties to 

n, she generously endeavoured to supply its 

the instant, by thrusting her arm into the 

Unavailing attempt! This slender barrier 

crushed to pieces by a numerous band of 

ruffians, vrho, bursting open the door, rushed 

liand on the king. Patrick Dunbar, brother 

rl of March, was killed in attempting to de- 

ife of his sovereign. The queen, also, threw 

tween her husband and the daggers of the 

, twice she was wounded by blows aimed at 

I ; and it was not till she was forcibly torn 

tthe deed of blood was completed, and the ., i 

imes's woes filled up, by an end as tragic as 

led in modem story. He was in the forty- | |i 

ir of his age. 

Sylvius, afterwards Pope Eugene IV. who 

>tland, as legate, at the time of thb catas- 

giving an account of it, said^ that he " was 

rbich most to applaud, the universal grief 
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cited him to conspire the king's death, after safferin^ 
three days' torture, crowned with a red-hot coronet, of 
iron, with the inscription, ' King of traitors,' was be- 
headed, and his quarters sent to the chief cities of the 
kingdom." 

On the character of this unfortunate prince* as a king 
and legislator, it is not necessary for me to enlarge. 
The sketch, brief as it b, which I have given of hit 
reign, must be sufficient to shew, that in both these 
lights, it was with much reason his loss was so uuiver^ 
sally and deeply bewailed by the Scottish nation. Itii 
as one of the first and greatest of Scottish poets, and, I 
may almost add, tlie father of Scottish music, tiiat I 
more particularly desire to present him to yoar atten- 
tion. James was a poet before he exercised the functkma 
of a king ; and, had he not been so long kept out of hit 
regal birth-right, he might probably never have ac- 
quired ** so faire an estate on Parnassus." He flon- 
rished about the same time as Chaucer, the father of 
English poetry ; and is allowed, by some of the bett 
critics, to have been nothing inferior to him in poeti- 
cal merit IMnkerton, a writer extremely penurious of 
encomium, says, that the Kmg's Quair, of the-beau* 
tics of which tlic extracts I have made may have 
given some idea, equals any thing Chaucer has writ- 
ten ; and Mr. Ellis, that " it is not inferior in poetical 
merit to any similar production of Chaucer." I think 
one may be justified in venturing even farther. If 
those parts in the writings of the two poets, which are 
mQSt analogous, are put in comparison, no person of 
taste will probably hesitate in awarding the superiority 
to the Scottish bard. Compare the heroines of the 
two poets, the Roiial of Chaucer with the Jikm of 
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King James : the one u such a picture, as sensuality 
mi^it gloat upon; the other, an image of angelic 
loveliness, whkh even saints might worship. Or, 
cnimpare the description of the Court of Love by Chau- 
cer, with the Court of Venus in the King's Quair ; al- 
though to the one we must assign the superiority in 
imagination and variety, yet to the other we must 
mwazd the more important graces of truth and har- 
mony. Of Chaucer it must moreover be added, that 
he has not one spark of that delicacy which distin- 
guubes every line which is extant from the pen of the 
Scottish king. In this last respect, indeed, James is 
withont a rival in the age in which he lived. For the 
sake of any thing that he has written, no critic need 
interpose a laboured apology for immodesty, or whim- 
sical visionaTy contend that indecent rhyming " is the 
most important and valuable of all kind of writing."* 
N^tfaer, while we regret the general obscurity in which 
the poetical remains of James are veiled, by the an- 
tiquity of the language in which they are written, 
need we tremble to put into tlie hands of a sister or 
daoghter a glossary to every word they contain. Who 
can say as much for a Chaucer, for a Gower, or for a 
Dunbar ? With many of their pieces, the obsolete- 
ness of the language is more a matter of consolation 
than otherwise ; nor are the feelings of that man to 
be envied, who could make it the boast of his erudi- 
tion to throw light on what the eye of chastity can 
never look upon. I hope to be deemed neither Goth 
nor Puritan when I venture to say, that there is much 
in every one of these poets, as well as in their imnic- 



* Pinkerton's Anc. Scot. Poems ; vol. ii. p. 383. 
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diate followers, wluch, though of high poetic excel- 
lence, no man, who wishes well to the morals of so- 
ciety, could regret to see con^gned to oblivion. I 
know, indeed, of no British poet, of that remote anit 
the whole of whose works a good and an honourable 
man could desire to put into the hands of a virtaons 
female, unless it be those of the sweet poet whose 
merits I have been humbly endeavouring to lay belbie 
you. A writer more free from impurities of thouglit 
and expression, abounding more in fine and deli- 
cate feeling, even modem times cannot shew. To 
speak of this feature in tiie poetical character of 
James as merely remarkable, would shew an inaemibi- 
lity to its value. Considering the rude character of 
the age in which he wrote, and that Chaucer tmd 
Gower, with whose writings he was well acquainted, 
and whom, indeed, he acknowledges in one of his 
stanzas for his masters, were so distinguished for an 
opposite character; it is, in truth, one of the greatest 
phenomena in our poetical history. 

The subject of the " King's Quair," as may have 
been gathered firom the story of James's life, was tlw 
royal poet*s love for his future queen, the ftur Lady 
Jane, with whom he became enamoured while a pri- 
soner in the castie of Windsor. It was for centuvies 
lost to the worid, and was» at last, restored to Ham 
light, through the curiosity and research of WilHan 
Tytier, Lord Woodhouselee, who was the means of 
discovering, in the Bodleian library at Oxford, the 
only MS. copy of it which is now in existrace. Aa 
authentic copy was procured, and first presented 1^ 
his lordship to the public in 1783, accompanied by 
explanatory notes and a critical dissertation, of much 
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acateness and ability. Of its merits. Lord W. speaks 
with the modes^ of a second parent ; and yet the 
restorer of so admirable a poem Mrell deserves to have 
his opinion of it remembered. He praises it for *' the 
fimcy and invention, the genuine simplicity of sen- 
timent, and the glow of descriptive poetry, which run 
throng it" 

Of the other poetical remains of James, the most 
important is ** Christ's Kirk on the Grene." Some 
writers have ascribed this poem to King James V. 
but, as Lord W. has shewn, on very erronecus 
grounds. It is a poem in the burlesque style, and 
deemed the most ancient of this class in the island. 
It exhibits, in the frolics of a country fair, a striking 
|MCtare of the rural manners of the north-east part of 
Scotland in the 15th century ; and displays a degree 
of acquaintance with their characteristic peculiarities, 
wbich could only have been acquired by the habit, in 
which James so often laudably indulged, of mingling 
in disguise with the most humble classes of his peo- 
ple. Although short, it is full of v,'\i and droller\. 
The aim of the poet appears to have been, by the 
force of ridicule, to shame his subjects into a greater 
skill in archery, which had fallen much into di:!;use 
during his eighteen years of captivity ; and of tlie >^u- 
periority of the English in which, almost every battle 
on record, between the two nations, had furnisluni 
iamentable proofs. James had already enforced this 
important object by a solemn act in his first parlia- 
ment ; and, in thus summoning the Muses to his nid. 
gave a splendid proof of the value of poetry to the 
Ter\- highest purposes of government. A quarrd 
having taken place among the " wouars" assemhled, 
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one of thorn bends Itfs bow at his opponeot, and lei 
Ay an arrow, 

Bot be ane myle it came nocht near him ! 

With that ayne freynd of his QiyiX Fy 1 

An up an arrow drew, 

He furgeit it so fcrslye 

The bow in flenders dew. 

Sa was the will of God trow I ; 

For had the tre bene trew 

Men said, that kend his archerie, 

lliat he had slane anew 

That day 

At Christ's Kiik on the Grene. 

After describing the feats of the other combtttaa] 
in a style equally ludicrous, the poet thus concludei 

Quhen all was done. Die with an ax 

Came furth to fell ane futher. 

Quoth he, ** Quhair ar yon hangit smaiks 

'Richt now that hurt my brother V* 

Ills wyf bad him. gang hame, gude glaiks ; 

And sua did Meg his mother. 

He tumit and gaif thame bayth thair paiks. 

For he durst ttryk tut uther. 

Men said 

At Christ's Kirk on the Grene. 

** Christ's Kirk on the Grene" stands generally 
identified with Christ's Kirk, in the parish of Kod 
ncthmont and county of Aberdeen, where the mil 
of a kirk, encircled by a large green, are still to b 
traced. 
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Two other poems of the same kmd are ascribed to 
'^^mes, namely, " Peblis to the Play," and " Falkland 
^tt the Giene ;" the former, descriptive of the nian- 
Den of the south of Scotland ; and the latter, which 
^ lost, supposed to have been equally illustrative of 
those of !F1feshire, or the middle of Scotland. Fruni 
the assignment of these pieces to James, there are, 
indeed, several dissentients. The most plausible ob- 
jection which I have met with, is the improbability 
that two pieces (for we can speak of but two) so si- 
oriter in structure, style, and design, should have been 
the production of one individual, and the greater like- 
Jihood, that die one was an imitation, by a different 
haad, of the other. This is an objection of that sort 
which b best met, by stating a greater to which it 
gives rise. In the first stanza of " Ohrisf s Kirk on 
the Grene," which belongs, by nearly universal con- 
sent, to James, we are told, that there 

"Was never in Scotland hard nor sene 

Sic dansing nor deray ; 
Nother in Falkland on the Grene, 

No Peblis to the Play. 

It is clear from the mention here made of iht^e 
poems, that they must have exbted prior to that of 
Christ's Kirk on the Grene ; so that if there was any 
imitation in the case, James, who was not in the 
habit, because free from tlie necessity, of borrowing 
of any one, must have been the imitator ; and tlie 
model, an original, of whom no trace whatever exists. 

It yet remains for me to speak of James in one 
point of view, on which we have not the happiness of 
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meeting with tiie same uniformity of opinion as wit 

respect to his poetical merit ', I allude to his claim t 

be regarded as the inventor of that exquisite style < 

music, for which our native country is so justly ceU 

brated and admired. The historical evidence on tfa 

subject is certainly not the most ample, nor of tfa 

most direct description. He is said by all our anciei 

chroniclers to have been eminently skilled in music 

Walter Bower, (ScoUcron* lib. 16. $ 528,) assure 

us, that ** he excelled all mankind in the art, hot 

vocal and instrumental ;" but the first writer wli 

speaks of him, as the (ather of our national musi< 

is Tassoni, an Italian writer, who flourished aboi 

a century after the death of James. " We ma 

reckon," he says, ** among us moderns, James, Kix 

of Scotland, who not only composed many saorc 

pieces of vocal music, but also of himself inventc 

a new kind of munc, plairitive attd melancholy, differm 

from all othertf in which he has been imitated b 

Carlo Gcsualdo, Prince of Venosa, who, in our ag 

has improved music with new and admirable invei 

tions," (Pensieri Diversi, lib. 10.) From thu stat 

ment it is plain, that at the time Tassoni wrote. Jam* 

had the traditional reputation, at least, of being tl 

inventor of ** a new kind of music -" and it will al; 

be allowed, that in describing that music as of a €h 

racter *' plaintive and melancholy, different from i 

others," the Italian author has seized upon those fe 

tures which are most distinctly characteristic of I 

far the greater part of our Scottish airs. Where th< 

lies the objection to the inference which these circui 

stances seem so well to authorize, that James was a 

tually entitled to the honor here ascribed to hin 
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lie lomed Dr. Birniej, viho is Ihp chief rfisaeniiinl 
on itie popular bctitt on Ihii iubjn;i, Uius itati-s 
le gronnils iot hi) difference of opinion ; 
" 'lliii asKniun (of Tsisoni) grcillj' encreased oni 
Eiiie to emmiiie Hoiks in witicli to raan; e),ceUfa- 
«i were concentied ; particulu-lj as xe bad long 
ten dXirwely desirou! of tracing the prauliuitiH 
r tbe nadooftl melodiei uf Scotlssd from a bi|;hci 
•urce Ihan David Hiuio. But in a rcrf Bttenlivc 
aiaal of all the srvetat puts of the whole sli boats 
' tbePiinceaf Venosa's madrigals, »e were utteriy 
table tD discoTfi the least liuulilude or imitation u( 
■kdoniaB aiie in auj one of them ; whidi u far 
Hd Scob' mrlodifi, seem la codUiq do melodies at 
1 1 nor, when KOred, can we discovci the least re- 
laiilj of design, phnwulogj, ihjthm, or, indeed. 
J Ifatng remaikable id these madrigals, eictpl un< 
iacqiW modulation, and the peijwtuil egibamss- 
»ti Bud meipcrience of an amateur, iu the amnge- 
?iit lUld falling up of the porta-'^ 
Kow lel ui see to what oil this reasoning amounls ? 
am noi reputed to be the inientoc of a new kind 

Scotland ; the Prince of Veaoaa is said to have 
itiled James ; bal on examining the pioducdous of 
wMa, they have not the least similitude lo Caledu- 
m Bfs ; and therefore it must follow that Jamei 
I Bot invenl what VBDoaa has not been able to 
itajte. Is it neceasorj to say anj thing of the soU- 
j nf sDCb a deduclioD .' 'Hie simililude of Venusa's 
■higkla is bnl a UnX in a long cliaiu ; lake it away, 
i Ihe ccnlarif of IradiUonal repule must still rciuaiu 

raar l.J d 
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as unimpaired as when Tassoni first spoiled it by his 
unfortunate illustration. 

The question comes then to be one of traditional pro- 
bability entirely — how far is it likely that James t^ 
First could have been, as he is popularly considered, 
the inventor of our national style of music ? The tra- 
dition, it may be worth remarking, has not its origin 
in any speculative antiquarianism ; nor in any feeling 
of national pride, angry at the idea of making ntime- 
rited compensation to the memory of an Italian fidler, 
cut off by a ruthless assassination ; it is a tradition as 
old as the oldest songs extant in our country, and as 
spontaneous in its sources as any tradition that be- 
longs to us. 

It has been objected, that national characteristics 
do not usually spring from so narrow a basis as the 
influence of any single individual. It rather appears 
to me, that it is nearly the same in this respect with 
the polite attainments of a country, as with its vege- 
table treasures ; and that, as a single seed, brought 
from afar, has been often known to spread a valuable 
plant over a whole kingdom, so any single individual, 
inspired by sentiments beyond what are common to 
his countrymen, may give such a new impulse and 
direction to their pursuits, as will give a leading fea« 
ture to their character for ages. James, moreover, 
was a king, and of kings the adage is old : 

Regis ad exemplum toius componitur orbii. 

He was a king, too, who appears not from tradition 
merely, but from contemporary and unquestionable 
authorities, to have cultivated music with more than 
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larlj calnilalpd to impart 
Jaintitcand melanchol j " 
ail wWch TasBoni lells us was rpgarded a> Ihe ciisrai:- 
teristic of the kind of mutic whicfa hr intented, and 
wlikh we know lo be the chacacleriitic of the oatiunnl 
mu«k of Scotlasd, as ciisdng from the Kmoteal 
periods. If we combine with Uiese stroog circum-- 
ttvuts the fact, that Jamt^ gave to his country 
a Hchcr and a purer rein of poetij than it befure 
poueued, and reflect how eitrcmeEJ natuial it waf. 
ihat a poet ficiea^licafiy aliillcd lu the ruJefl of musical 
coupoaitioD, ahuuld-be foud of ^ingmg his own songs 
to tunes of his own composing^ we ean scarccij hesi- 
taie in coming la the concluEuan, that no tntditiuii 
niever founded on stronger circumstances of [ini- 
tiatiilit^, (liim thai wtiich awribes lo tlie same illustti- 
ona piinre, wbu m^ be snid to have given, or at 
lea*t, nuUiretl to us the Ijre,  ksowledge of the 
dioiccst inelod; to which it might be strong. 

J. T. 
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THOMAS THE RHYMER. 



Thomas the Rhyraer, or Thomas of ErcUdoone, as 
the father of Scottbh poets is commonly called, it 
supposed to have been bom about the end of the 
twelfth century at Erceldonne, or, according to mo- 
dem corraption, Earlstoon, a village in the county of 
Berwick. His history is involved in so much ol»cu- 
rity, that even his name is a subject of dispute among 
antiquaries. The uniform tradition of centuries bad- 
ascribed to him the family name of Learmont, and in 
all our biographical collections, he takes his place as 
Thomas Learmont. Later writers, however, have 
been led, by a reference to ancient authorities, to 
doubt the correctness of the common fame on thi; 
point In a charter, granted by the poefs son aw 
heir to the convent of Soltre or Soultra, he callshin 
self ** Filiiut et hares Thonue Rymour de Erc'ddof 
Robert de Brunne, Fordun, Barbour, and Winti 
the writers most nearly contemporary with him, st 
hira simply, Thomas of Ercildoune ; while B' 
Henry the Minstrel, and Boece, authors of a I 
period, call him " Thomas Rymour." Mr.* ? 
says, that Henry the Minstrel styles him, " Th 
the Rhymer ;" but this is a mistake ; the ver^ 
sages which he quotes from Henry shew the cor 

Thomai Rymour into the Fealc was then," 
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• Now Sir Walter. 
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tlieie authorities, embracing a period 
es, mention the name of Learmont, 
emore leasonabie than the infieienoe 
i, that it has been improperly ascribed 
%it how 18 the subsequent Variation in 
radition attempted to be ezpfauned? 
ppoaes, that Thomas or his predecessor 
in heiress of tiie fiunily of Learmont, 
ioned the mistake^ as if it ever wae, 
common thing for husbands to assume 
their wives. Mr. Scott suggests^ that 
have arisen from some family of that 

their descent from him by the female 
y so difficult to trace* that any other 
liave served as welL 
a common friult of antiqnarianism to 
ttom for what is swimming on the sur- 
)dit might be taken for pointing out 
explanation undoubtedly lies. In the 

quoted, the son of the poet, — not 
nil be observed, with that vernacular 
cb might admit of his calling his father 
ition by which he was popularly known, 
Elhymer •" but with all the solemn pre- 
y iu a legal deed of conveyance, where 
family names was the last thing likely 
rded— calls himself the son and 4ieir, 
mr de Brcildoru" The word **Rymour" 
I the J^tin deed as a proper name, and 
i least pretence for supposing that it 
tt to designate that the person spoken 
er by profession. Robert de Brunne 
authorities, next in weight to the son. 
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call the poet ** Thomas of Ercildoune," (iiop]mig» it 
would seem, tlie family name, and retaining only that 
of the family property, a practice common all owfk 
Europe from the remotest periods of feudalism. The 
first who deviate from this style are Henry the Min- 
strel and Boece, who call him by the family name of 
*' Thomas Rymour/* leaving out the property sonuune 
of -Ercildon, for one good reason, if a reason is want* 
ing, that the property had, by this time, passed away 
from the family. What reason then is there to 
doubt, that Rhymour, Rimour, or Rymer, was in 
reality the family name of the poet ? It is a name 
which existed in the Merse and in Northumberiand 
before the remotest period to which that of Lear^ 
mont can be traced. In the lut of those who did 
homage to Edward I. in 1296, about twelve yean 
after the reputed period of Thomas the Rhymer* 
death, mention is made of " John Rymonr, a free 
holder of Berwickshire ;*' while the earliest instant 
of the name of Learmont which we meet with is, 
least, a generation later in date. Among some antic 
writmgs, preserved in the Regbter Office at £d 
burgh, which belonged to a family now extinct, 
Learmonths of Balcomie, there is one in a hand 
the seventeenth century, entitled " the Genealog 
the honorable and ancient surname of Learmont, 
which we are told, that '' the chief of the nam* 
the Laird of Ersilmont in the Merse, whose pred 
sor, Thomas Learmonth*, lived in the reign of 
Alexander III." ErsUtnont is here evidently / 

* llie writer evidently speaks here of Thomas 
surname, under which he was known in later tim 
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iv fircilibii, cddier of tibe BUMS bdftg Mtffi- 
ucriplife of an cnuBcnce at Ao wttlani 
of Um Tillage of Earisbm, on which then 
liy a tomet or castfe, the verideaoe of " the 
die lUM of which are fltHI shewn to tibe 
i invdkr. As the style oST ** Lakd of £r- 
i liy h mml that of ^'Lakd of KreiHwu" m 
f IWl M o n t^ becnme^ in pioeen of tiBe» 

l aiif f, or r sBi w in U ; 
r, the naaw of *<T1ioinaaBf- 
fiom a natmal colHwiwi of sense wd 
■icrted, in tiie noadis'of the ▼nlgar* into 
IhaBhynier; while the tree name of the 
leilher l^osMV jLoinnaMtnor1%oaMVllb# BktH 
^moMMB Rm oun, of ShSkmmt or EnSkkm. 
I "BLymomt, as we may now ventnie to caD 
■SB to have fived dming neariy die whqie 
itoendi oentmy. He coold not well have 

than tfaiity yean of age in ISSS, about 
» we find his romance of Sir THstrem quoted 
ed of Strasbnr^, as a production then well 
t the deadi of Aleiander m. in 1886, he 
certainly alire ; and, if Hewy the Min- 

be credited, he even sunrived 1296, the 
1 Wallace, in whose adventures Henry 
I act a part, took arms for the deliverance 
ntiy from the yoke of England* He must, 
have been dead before 1289, which is the 
B charter before mentioned, granted by his 
« §t Acm Thmue Rymour, 
for a long time, to Robert de Biunne alone 
red the preservation of Thomas Rymour's 
M>et. In the *' Prdog" to his Annab, written 
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aboot 1338, he thus records his admiratkm of Um 
romance of Sir Tristiem : 

Sir Tristrem 
Over Gestes* it has the 'steemt 
Over all that is, or toas. 

The romance itself, however, was generally sappoao 
to be lost, till a copy of it was recently discovered ii 
a large and valuable collection of metrical romancei 
belonging to the library of the Faculty of Advocatea 
called from its donor the AuchinUek A£SSL from wind 
it was transcribed and given to the \%orld, accompa 
nied with a critical introduction and notes by Mi 
Walter Scott. 

The recovery of this poem is of the more oobm 
qoence, that it presents us, in its original simplicity 
with a story of great celebrity, which was subac 
quently -altered and perverted into a thousand degeiM 
rate forms by the dueurt of Normandy. Sir Tristia 
was one of the antient heroes of Wales, or BritU 
Kingdom of Strathclwyd ; and, if we may trust iSk 
Welch authorities, i^cted a distingublied part in th 
history of the renowned King Arthqr, and the chivabj 
of the Round Table. Thomas Rymoiir, from hit n 
sidence at Erqildoune, which lay on the boideri fl 
the kingdom of Stradiclwyd, became familiar whh U 
legends, and chose the gallant Sir Tristrem as the bei 
to. whose achievements his muse should give nDUMN 
tality. Gottfried of Strasburgh, the German mimli^ 
to whom we have before alluded, says, that nuorjr r 
his profession told the tale of Sir Tristrem imperir ' 

* Romances. t Esteem. 
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Ij, bat diat he dcrivied lUt Mthoritj 
is of Britannia, maiter of tiie art of 
> had lead tbe hittoiy m Britidi bookj, 
lhf«a of all the ioids of Ihe land, and 
lown to m." It u eqnallj certain, that 
jf Sir Tristrem, asoompoied by Thomas 
(, waa abo known and ic fen ed to bj the 
!eis, astiie moat antheotic mode of tell* 

B wiitlett hi what Robert de Bmanecalli^ 

* io qnafaito Inglis 
nnay one wate not what it It; 

t has diawn ttota tfau civconistano^ oom* 
lie origfaiality of tlie romance, a eonehtt 
ich hnportance to the Ktenuy fhme dl 
that no ezcase can be neeeisaiy for the 
ncthito which it leads me. 
dlow,** says Mr. Scott, *« tint the fiitt 
iflh romance was written in part of what 
Scotland ; and the attentive reader will 
sdn to believe that oar language received 
lents of improvement in the very comer 
exists, in its most debased state, 
ttd it is now generally adndtted, that 
nan conquest, while the Saxon language 
id to the lowest of the peo|^e, and iM^iile 
a only deigned to employ their native 
ixed language, now called English, only 
nd of lingua franca to conduct the ne- 
ourse between the victors and the van- 
was not till the reign of Henry IIL that 
id assumed a shape fit for the purposes 
' and even then " the indolence or taste 
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of the minstrels of that period induced them to pr 
translating tlic Anglo Norman and French romai 
which had stood the test of years, to the more ] 
carious and laborious task of original composit 
It is the united opinion of Wharton, Tyrwhitt, , 
Kitson, that there exists no English romance* prio 
tlie days of Chaucer, which is not a truuUitioii 
some earlier French one." 

While the kings and nobles of England « 
amused by tales of chivalry, composed in the Fre 
language — by the lait of Marie, the romaneet of CI 
tien de Foyes, or the fableauai of the trouveun ; 
legends chaunted in Scotland, which conid fa 
pily boast of having as yet owned no victor's ra 
were written in that Anglo-Sazo-Pictish mixt 
known by the name of Itiglu or English. Alfho 
the French was doubtless understood at the conr 
Scotland, it seems never to have been spoken hj 
kings and nobles ; the Inglit remaining the stand 
language of l)Oth high and low among the p^>ple 
was not till the year 1300, that the ]&igluh begv 
translate into their native language the French po 
of their conquerors ; nor until near a century b 
that they attempted to compose original romancei 
the English tongue. But ages before this, Tha 
of Ercildoune, and probably many other Soot 
poets, whose names and works have now periil 
had been famed over Europe for romances wiUtei 
their native language, ».nd derived from the tmditf 



*i. 6. no romance in English written by an £i^ 
man, for the English was at that time common to b 
England and Scotland. a. | 
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f coontria immediately 

coH, "will be Icmiifcd 

piume tha cniious nubjecl, will fiad, that this 

bCJU, if coD^Tmed upon more nunoEF invti^Ciga- 

tf ra>J sccoiuit for man^ anamalaufl pccallarities 

Efae biatorj of EagTish nnnnnce and miiiAtivlgj, 

it will shew whj tbp Northumbrians 

peciea of musk Qot known to the 

d, uid wh; the harpers *nd minatrrli 

fte " NurTh counlree" Bic miirerSBlly celebiali'd 

gnruitie«lbaIlB(tiuormiriirBUedeicell«ice. Tf 

fiA, or B miiture of Saion. Pictish, and NoriaaiT, 

■Me cnlj the language of Ihc Scuttuh court, lo 

tb gical put of Northumbrfluid was tubJKted, 

■iiiililli. *bo crowded ibeir ctiinps, must have 

1 it n Ibeit sotigs. Thiu, when the luiguage 

■D to gwn groiind in England, the nonhcni min- 

Hi^ bj irtim it had been aheadjr long cnltiraled, 

^bAm best febearten of the poems alreadywritten, 

■p Af must apt and ready comjioKn uf new talea 

 wags. It i! pmbablj owing to tl  

P alDost all Ihe ancit'ol Eugliah 

It tufk* of a nutlbem origin, anc 

kum to tbo BuTdeiEis of 

cart; Scottish owr the oarlj English 
ng llie imriralW Cliancer. And, (iaajlj, to this 
vj ascribe the flow of romantic and poetic tra- 
>, which has distinguishmi Ihe Borders of Scot- 

I this contrast, bgtwecD 
' the two countries, fiit- 
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nish to an obsenration of Mr. Tynvbitt» in his lifi 
of Chaucor, ihat " Chaucer's leputation was as well 
established in Scotland as in England," and '* tbat hn 
was as much the father of poetry in that coontry ai 
in this!" Admired he was, indeed, by the Scotch] 
who were pre|>ared, by long familiarity with the Ei" 
glish language in its purest state, to entertam a de 
gree of admiration for so great a master of its bean- 
ties, which even his own countrymen, just leco y erin 
from the corruptions of a foreign tongue, tatk 
scarcely be able to conceive ; but for the tether d 
their poetry-, the Scotch are entitled to go back,! 
least an hundred and £fiy years before the time who 
Chaucer flourished. It is, beyond all contvovenu 
from Thomas of Erceldoune that our poetic ntftHlk 
the texture and colour of which are so much the ad 
miration of tht* world, has descended to the Ramsaji 
the Burns's, and Scotts, of more ivcent times. 

Thomas, like tlie early poets of most countna 
had also the reputation of being a mani-ellous prophet 
and to his prophecies, eitlier real or reputed, he hap 
pens to owe more of the fame which he has nevi 
ceased to enjoy in Scotland, than to his podQ 
Every one knows something, more or less, of fk 
"Prophecies of Thomas tlie Rhymer;" whiln 8 
Tristrem is as great a stranger amongst us, as dlhl 
Sir Gawain, Sir Greidiol, Sir Gwgon, or anj oAi 
knight of black-letter romance. In 1286, whiln h 
was yet alive, he is spoken of by the Scottish hiataj 
ans as known by common fame to be " ane propliet i 
and, duruig the n>igns of James V., Queen Maig 
and JauK^s the Sixtli, a collection of metrical prophfl 
cies, ascribed to Thomas of Erceldoune, appear f 
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hmve become very curr(='nt in Scotland. One copy in 
English, and another in Latin, ivere published by 
Andrew Hart, at Edinburgh, in 1615. The English 
veiBion was reprinted in 1680, in 1742, and doubtless 
at subsequent periods, since copies of it are still com- 
mon among the lower orders in Scotland. 

Among the higher order of believers in Thomas's 
Prophecies, was the learned and pious Bbhop Spot- 
tuwoode. " Where or how," says the bishop, very 
gravely, "he had this knowledge, can hardly ha 
affirmed ; but sure it is, that he did divine and an- 
swer truly of many things to come." 

The most celebrated fact, in support of Spottis- 
woode's assertion, is a reputed prediction respecting 
the death of Alexander III., which is thus related by 
Boece, as translated by Bellenden. 

'< It is said, the day afore the kingis deith, the 
Erie of Maiche demandit ane prophet, namit Thomas 
Rymour, otherwayb namit Erailtoun, quhat wedder 
sold be on the morow ? To quhome answerit this 
Thomas, that on the morow afore noon, sail blow the 
gretist wynd that ever was hard afore in Scotland. 
On the morow, quhen it was neir noon, the lift ap- 
pering loune, but ony din or tempest,* the erle send 
for this prophet, and reprovit him that he prognosticat 
sic wynd to be and nae appearance thairof. This 
Thomas maid litel answer, hot said, noon is not gane. 
And incontenent ane man cam to the yet (gate) scha- 
wing the king was slane. Than, said the prophet, 

• Tlic sky (lift) appearing cloudy, without any 
noise or tempest. 

I ART 1.] t 




**twi«»4«' A saved «»*^., aWege* V*^ , 
o« '^^ Action.*"* Tot Tho"f ' tttoe of »" 

v-^**' wide ^'i«'THb\»"-' !L^ dto" 
..VJbe*»r„rt,5uetS'°=' . _ei( 
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another : Scotland shall be subjugated by 

when Scotchmen run for terror into the sea, 
I a prediction, in fact, which has more of a 
st than an English ; and b, after all, only 

of notice, in as far as it helps to shew by 
tut nothings the fame of a prophet could, in 
time, be acquired. 

.th is, that beyond mere traditional reputa- 
e it no evidence whatever to justify the 

of any prophetic power to the bajrd c^ 
le; and as to the rational probability of 
, no argument is necessary. The re- 
f the people for a man, extraordinary for 
ag and venerable for his years, seems to 
. the sole foundation of Thomases cl^ms to 
ng the prophets. The allegories of the poet 
erted, as events chanced to stiit, into pro- 
sf which he never dreamt ; and the attri- 
a seer being thus once fixed upon him, it 
prising, that in an age when all history was 
ic structure, his name and authority should 
e been fictitiously employed to throw into 
nenceraent of historic narratives, those 
i of coming events," of which poetry has 
a frequent and happy use, to heighten the 
with which we pursue their developement. 

west end of Earlstoun, part of the house 
omas inhabited is still standing, called Rhy- 
er ; and, in the front wall of the village- 
here is a stone with this inscription on it — 
Auld Rymer*s race 
Lies in this place. A. R. 



1. 'J 
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JOHN BARBOUR. 



Amono the common people of Scotland, tliere is not 
an older and scarcely a greater favourite than Bar- 
bour's metrical history of ** The Actes and Life of that 
most Victorious Conquerour, Robert Bruce, King of 
Scotland : wherein are contained the Martiall Deeds 
of those Valiant Princes, Edward Bruce, Sir James 
DougUs, Erie Thomas Randel, Walter Stewart, and 
sundrie others." 

The popularity of this poem is creditable to the 
taste of our countrymen. The poem, though only 
second in antiquity to the Sir Tristrem of Thomas 
Rymour, is one of the finest in the old English lan- 
guage. In clearness and simplicity, it must rank fer 
before either Gower or Chaucer ; and in elevation of 
sentiment, Mr. Pinkerton does not hesitate to prefer 
it to both Dante anTl Petrarch. Mr. Warton, than 
whom there have been few better judges of the com- 
parative merits of our early poets, says, that "Barbour 
adorned the English language by a strain of versifi- 
cation, expression, and poetical images, far superior 
to the age." And to these authorities may be added 
that of Dr. Irving, who pronounces his opinion in the 
following encomiastic terms. *' Barbour seems to 
have been acquainted with those finer springs of the 
human heart which elude vulgar observation; he 
catches the bhades of character with a delicate eye 
and sometimes presents us with instances of nice dis- 



1*^ Jffii wiMfc Is QQl » nfepe MMMkllte. of 
ilcoirtaiuftpMtii&eM of that ninvteand^dEil* 

^MvMi^BB ^v^Bm^fA ^H^HPv^^ V^Pw l|i|^^^p» ^^^^ ^^ Mv^«^^ 

he. a^4»f tlM^poeiB bee|i m^ w^ to 
iy tetnbjectof ititof anfttmein^diooiild 
I" OTaW 9 wmn UiieicBi m iwBLiiiBMw Of fne 

IMWli^'-BMrlMMDi* ^Mt'4hd*ftnft"li^-Altf ^  

miitiwiHil chMtfcw ii^Mirllrttt^ ^% 
ll^ MMhM de0littiA''ftani tlto'-Meii^MI^'- 
ighttt^ «ftd or ai Dooglht; • 1liiM|ipl 

[wtwiiiiiiliJUlliiLi He tiii sindi^ flkflfcM^ 
giPB * potlieal being to IteliMi^'tf^ 
neni^l^ oiiDe ssoianrpeopwj flnnnnRoiw 
ii Ihe aoit tjidiB^lo jimiW ntlji Iwr^eat^ 
b f^iot^p lad ia^ciiHiwgi li^iMiiiiif llMifr^ 

inAoedirgiwrtiMiao«ilfo«ni#- ^ 
Brace*' is styled by its antiior " aromance :" 
" The romanoe now begins hfere ;" 
[enfy^ tbe historian, is of epinion, that " he 
eon that it consisted of fabnlons adventaTes, 
*nded it to be, as for the most part it is^ a true 
tbe great actions of the hero." The opinion of 
>rton u not at variance wt& this, but it dia- 
Ae work better. " This romance*" he says» 
inch a one as the Iliad ; that is». a poem 
m real facts, bat embellished in many parts 
n." That the fictitioos parts <* mtMU h ai** 
may however be doubted. The achieve- 
Bmce did not require such a leaf oat of 
imcliaiisen's book as the following, which 
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How he discw... 

Twa hundredth, and slue ij. 

The reflections with which tlie poet has em 
his narrative are a thousand times better thau ai 
his inventions* They arc invariably tlie breat 
of a noble and generous spirit, disdaining ail 
nary prejudices, and animated with an almost 
reverence for the rights of man as a being of i 
and destined for immortality. His eulogy ou Lil 
tlie very first to be found in the English lang 
has been often quoted, but nol more often t) 
deserves. The following are the lines : 

O hou Fredom is nobil thyng ! 
For it maks men to baif lyking. 
Fredom all solace to men givis : 
He livis at eu that frelie livls. 
A nobil heart may haf na eis, 
Nor nocht als that may it pleis 
If Frsdom fale. For fre ly vjng 
'** abone uther thyng. 
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l«^te»flr thbgrett poeftbfathisiioCpradielj 
n. HediedyCfed, iiild96,aiidutlienioi6iiip» 
d to hwra been bom tbovft 1316 or IStd. Ho 
Noofljbt «p to the cfamth ; and in ISfiT we find 
■t^kd, Asdideocon of Alieidoon. Of tiiit last 
; Ihera bin Ejmer^s Fodeia the copj of « IMM- 
tea Ifae KjDg of England in fimor of "John 
iQtoy AwlMJoaGon of Aboidoaiy ooauni^ ^nui 
I Hkolns in lut oompanj, into Eaglandt ^ ^ 
ON of stnd jing in tlio VvhmAtj of Oifoid ; 
im mttm teekaiieot extremdo,'* &c. Dr. Homy 
ib'iniher a strange nse of this document. Efe 
lHii» tiiat tlie aidideacon luiaself was going to 
f'ttOsftnd; and proceeding on tids aMninptloBy , 
BBBCUti us widli a pleasant enoogh ipetdnnsn of 
It of fifing np a seantf Idograph j. " His lote 
mdDi^'' sajB Henry, ''was is ttnemg, that lie 
naed to prooeeote Ids studies after ids pkooKidom 
this view, h$ frmmUtd lipmk ids own sofier^gn, 
d Bfoee, wifli wliom lie was in great finror» to 
r to Edward HI. for permissioii to study at Ox- 
which was granted/' ice Now the meaning of 
ocument plamly is, that it was " the tiiree 'scho- 
n liis company^' — ^probably, yooths of family 
utted to his charge-^who were going to £ngland 
idy at Oxford, and not the archdeacon himself, 
the whole business of premising on the Scottish 
to apply to the English king for permtssioR, &c., 
lies, in reality, into nothing more thad the ordt- 
affisir of procuring a passport to a foreign conn- 
" That an archdeacon," as Mr PInkerton justly 
ises, ''should have performed actus scUeatieos 
I have been a phenomenon, indeed, when he 



I 
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did not have been in that rank without ba?ing goi 

rough them a dozen years before."* 

Rymer furnishes us with another docanient»(TL 9! 

t>m whicli it appears, thar Barbour was appointed 

557, by tiic Bisliop of Aberdeen, one of hit coi 

aiissioncrs, to treat at Edinburgh concenung the nH 

som of the captive King of Scotland, David IL Tl 

appointment is dated in September, 1557 ; the {MM 

port to go to Oxford was granted in August of th 



* The writer of tliis Memoir is smart on Dr. Henrj 
s<-duced probably liy the example of Mr. Pinkert<m,i 
ingenious but very hazardous annotator ; but, alter •] 
it is not so clear tluit Henry is in the wrong. If B« 
hour must have gone through his actut ieoUutiam '* 
dozen years before,'* where was it that he went throv 
them ? St Andrew's, the oldest tmiversitj in Sc 
land, was only founded in 1415, nearly twer 
years after Barbour's death. The fact is, tliat cler 
degrees were, in early times, matters of such h 
dispensation, that there U no telling what was 
viously necessary. Neither can the circumstanc 
Barbour's being an archdeacon, and therefore p 
bly advanced in life, be regarded as decisive o 
improbability of Dr. Henry's version. At a 
later period. Sir George Mackenzie, after being 
years Lord Advocate of Scotland, and pub 
many erudite works, retired to England, w 
view of spending the remainder of his days in 
case at Oxford ; and, in his fifty-fourth year, 
miited a studerU theret by a gracs pasted in th$ c 
tion, June 2, 1690. 



>xford, ' *« cou/d not i^*"""- '<ad 
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ANDREW WYNTOUN. 

In the midst of that fine expanse of water, Lochk* 
and near to the bland which contained Uie CatU 
Lochleven, so celebrated as the prison of the 
fortunate Mary, there is a smaller island, called 
Inch, or St Serfs, on which the ruins maj yet 
traced of a priory which was dedicated to St Sec 
Servanus. It is said to have been founded by Bn 
the last but one of the Pictish kings , and befbie the 
formation untenanted its walls, many things occii 
within and about it, all of which I sboiUd h 
to relate to you in minute detail, were it in the p( 
of walls, crumbling to dust, to revive in one the s 
indefatigable and proper spirit, which centoriet 
distinguished those monkiah worthies, whose ta 
(to use the words of poor Bruce, Lochleven's iU-f 
ban!) 

through the windows beam'd. 
And quivered on the undulating wave. 

The most memorable of tliese worthies was that ▼ 
rable chronicler, Andrew Wyntoun, the author of 
of the oldest Scottish works known to exist ; and, i 
the admirable example which he has set us in 
*' Crony kil of Scotland," of going through the w 
history of the world, spiritual and terrestrial, befoi 
comes to that bit of barren space,* the event 



* Which, form'd in haste, was planted in a no< 
But never entcrM in Creation's book. 



CHURCUIL' 



Ihe pwlirahr objects of fab pefe, I km 
A iBw *'»'*fiT *^ Is to be Ibe IheMM 
L shall sanely stead eieosed Ibr boI 
g Jim mA, «t Isstt, 1st. A dcsalpli on 
■Mfcij o£ 8uit Serf, or wMeh AmdMW 
; S. A descriplaiHi of tbe isluid m 
tte Msaesteij of wbich Aadiew wes the 
L dwciytlBB of the like JB wlneb WM tbe 
bicbwas the noaasteiy of vbidi, &c. ; 4. 
teof dldietnmt (the luMiqs tsoot*) m 
I which was the ishnd mwhidb, dtc; 5* 
iosof the ]diigdoai*m which was the Jehe 
i&;6.AdescriptioB of 4ie worid b winch 
(gdom^&c &Ci^ — Were mj poweis of aar- 
ical as Aadsew's or even within a haadied 
liea^ I coaldyiiideedy hate BO hopeof bekig 
r paing over Batten of fiMt is Mich Is ffte 
what I have hnme^atelj hi view, Mnely, 
ceooctof ail that kkiiowBof honest Aii- 
:beiBglittie better thah a Bcie paiish-dcrii 
}sf, I trust yoo will take his *< Life, paieal- 
iventoies," in sach a way as *' the parish 



hdLe is remarkable for producing trout of a 
and with flesh of a pink or reddish colour, 
tg nearly to the taste and appearance of 
Some of tbem weigh from two to eight and 
Minds; but, in general, they are not of 
itude. They are brought regularly to the 
market, where they find a ready sale." 

Forsyth* 
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books" enable me to give them, withoat judgi 
verd J of the narrator, becaoae he does not gi' 
a history of all the world beside. 

Andrew Wy ntoun was a canon of St. Andrew 
prior of tlie monastery of St. Serf in Lochlere 

Of my defaute it is my name 

Be Imptisme, Andrewe of Wyntowne, 

Of Suict Andrew's a chanoune 

Kegularc : bot, noucht forthi 

Of thaim all tlie lest worthy. 

Bot of thair grace and thur favotire 

I wes but* meryt, made prioure 

Of the Ynch within Lochleryne. 

Andrew was bom and died, nobody ci 
where nor when. That he came to this work 
was a man advanced in years, some time oi 
in the course of the fourteenth century, is abon 
certain. In the chartulary of the priory of S 
draw's, there arc several public instruments b 
drew Wyntoun, as prior of Lochleven, dated Im 
the years 1395 and 1413 ; and in the last page 
chronicle, according to the copy in the king's 1 
he makes mention of the Council of Constance, 
began 16tli Novcnber, 1414, and ended 20th 
1418. Taking it for granted, then, that he b 
down his narrative of events to as late a period 
possibly could, his death may reasonably be sn| 
to have taken place not long after the year 14: 



WiUioHl. 
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nr iMrticiilftn» hftlf oertain and half con- 
b$m all that time haa leftoi of the pei> 
of bonett Andrew Wjotoiiii. 
gynale Cronjldl of ScoUaod/' aotwith- 
great Taioe, both as the ddeit Scottish 
nstiiig, eicept Sir IVistiem,* and as the 
f tile liistDry of our conntrir, in oor own 
IS sofiered to lemuQi neglected for many 
ni786, Mr. Pinkerton called tiie atten- 
poblie to the woik m strong terms, and 
IV6 had himself the intention of poUish- 
f Ads task he was relieved by Mr. D«?id 
. who, in 1795» presented tiie poblie with 
lition of that part of it which relates more 
to the affaiis of Scotland. Such diap- 
of Angik, of Man's Creation, &c. he has 
lore recondite and less national collectors ; 
;h to be feared, that now that these parts 
s chance of coming into the world as ont- 
•ttish history, they may be left to slum- 
on for ever. Andrew caught this fancy 
with an account of the creation, from 
lester, whose Polychronicont the first ex- 
we have of this mode of history writing, 

r preceded Wyntoun ; but the earliest 
e of bis Bruce is of the year 1489, nearly 
ter the period when Wyntoun wrote : in 
MS., indeed, there are nearly three hun- 
uoted from Barbour, in a more genuine 
1 any manuscript or edition of Barbour's 

A. S. 
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appeared about 1339, and had, by the time WjBt 
wrote, become very popubr ; and it may be « 
apology for Andrew to mention, diat Foidon, y 
compiled his Seotidtronwm nearly aboat ttie a 
period, though it was* not published till hmg wA 
appears to have likewise thought, that thete was 
in all the world a more admirable model of hbtoi 
composition than Roger of Chester. Foidnn seta 
with descanting, 1. Dt Mundo SmuSbiU ; f, Dt Vi 
CardimaUbut; 3. De TributMHitiiftrtius,itxu A 
after all, I am not sui«, that, except in length, d 
is any thmg more in these digiesnve freaks, I 
what is sanctioned by the high authority of 
Jewbh legislator and hbtorian, who has pfefixec 
his account of God's chosen people, the only auti 
tic hbtorr which we have of the Creation of 
Worid. 

" The Chronicle of Wyntoun," says Dr. Irving, 
valuable as a picture of antient manneis, as a rep 
tory of historical anecdotes, and as a specimei 
the literary attainments of our ancestors. Wit 
perseverance of industry which bad numenms d 
culties to encounter, he has collected and recor 
many circumstances that tend to illustrate the hist 
of his native country ; nor» rude as the compout 
may seem, is his wodk altogether incapable of inter 
ing a reader of the present ag^ of refinement, 
those who delight to trace the progress of the hui 
m:nd, his unpolished production wUl afford a delici 
entertainment." 

In Wyntoun's Chronicle, the historian will find v 
must, in the absence of more antient records, be 
regarded as the original accounts of many impo 
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ictioDs in Scottish story. Many of these, Wyn- 
has related from his own knowledge, or from the 
ts of eye witnesses ; and of the general fidelity 
s nanatiTe there is every reason to form the most 
U>le opinion, from the strict agreement which 
lad between him and other authorities, where 
happens, on any fact, to be other authorities to 
to ; such as the Fcedera Anglise, or the Frag- 
s of the Chartulary of the Priory of St. Andrew's, 
which Wyntoun drew largely and literally. 
r. Ellis, in his Specimens of Engluh Poets, re- 
s, that Wyntoun's genius is certainly inferior to 
sf his predecessor, Barbour; but that, at least, his 
ication b easy, his language pure, and his style 
animated. 

r. Macpherson, to whom we are so much indebted 
te publication of the Chronicle, exults in its ha- 
" preserved to us a little elegiac song on the 
I of King Alexander III., which must be near 
y years older than Barbour's work." " This is 
' sufficient," he says, '* with every reader of taste, 
unp a high value on Wyntoun." As one of the 
t relics of Scottish song in exL>tence, the trifle 
ed to is undoubtedly curious ; and, consisting 
of a couple of stanzas, I am tempted here to 
cribe them. 

Quhen Aiysandyr oure Kyng wesdede, 
Dat Scotland led* in luwet and le,^ 

Away wes sons of ale and brede, 

Of wyne and wax, of gamyn and gle : 



Ruled. t Love. + Law. 

1 2 




d2 LIVES OF EUINENT SCOTSMEN. 

Ome gold wes changyd in-to lede, 

Crj'st, borae m-to Virgynyte, 
Saccoar Scotland and remede, 

Dat stad U in perple^^y te. 

Mr. Macphenon, in a note on this aong, makes t 
fuUowing observations : " Horace, in an Efuatle i 
dressed to his patron Augustus, reflecting on the hi 
value put upon the woriLs of the antient poets, sa; 

^Adeo sanctum est vetos cmne poenuu 



" What he sajs with an invidious sneer, in 
surely be applied, in good earnest, to this valual 
rtlique of antient Scottish poetry, which is now, atlet 
twice as old as any reraavos of Roman poetry can 
supposed to have been in the days of Horace, and 
in all probability, the very earliest composition oft 
Scottish muse which we shall ever see. Of Hxn 
Rymour of Erceldoune, no genuine remains t 
known ; and the three or four doggrel rtiy mes made 
the people of Berwick, in derision of King Edwai 
which we have hitherto had as the earliest specim 
of Scottish poetry, or even of Scottish language,* i 
too much corrupted and too insignificant, thon^ th 
were prior in time, to be mentioned along widi tl 
Jirst of the Songt of Scotland, modernized in Wyntoui 
time, according to the general and vicious practice 



* Long beards heartlesse. 
Painted hoods witlesse. 
Gay coates gracelesse. 
Make England thriftlesse. 
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But we bave reason to beSere, fliat we 
MM H whfa lets demtkm from the fbst compoii- 
, tfuui tiien k In tiie various copies of tiie ?enes 
die hkHh ot King Edgar of £n^huid, which were 

to hsfe been stmg by no less penoaaget thin 
rii npoAthat g^eal erent, and are pmem d by 
«rtef CHoQoester, (Ae Wyntoon of JBnghiid,) and 
jHlin taailations by many i^fhe English wriftsn/* 
heneent recovery of Thomas Bymoor's nmanoe 
SrlMnn most of ooane dSspboe tlie eleghic 
{en die death of Alexander in., from diestatfon 
■l iqaity wbSdk Mr.MaqAersonhas here ai s lg B c d 
t; and. altboof^ it is certainly a leOe as well 
ft inetefving as a thoesMid things with whldi our 
•«■ are lumbered, nnderthenameof antlqbltiett 
Art oonfiBis, diat I sliare litde hi the ezohation 
t wUd thb ingenioas cridc contemplales its re- 
idoBtddieHght lam bclmed to diink, tfaatits 
' Boit'consists in its age ; and cannot lielp mar- 
ng, that time shoald be so lenient to a trifle like 

wlMn it has committed such havoc on many 
a, the preservation of which would liave been a 
!fit conferred on manlLind. 

E.M. 



fS 



GAVIN DOUGLAS. 



Ahonq tlic mogl dislingniibed luminaric 
Kit reitoialionut lelloninStollond, nt It 
■Dcnt ol Uic liitecntli centui;, vtii Ci 
(tiinl Km of Archibald, " Ibe Great £ai 
lie wu bom about the end of (lie jeir 
licgjnning of 1475. Bring doignrd, I 
for Ihe cfaiiTch, he rpceived u liberal on 
Scotland could then funiiih, and is >ap[ 
■ftcrHards made the tour of the Continc 
 knowledge of tlie ciutama uid man 
nilioiu, and to improve hinuelf by an i 
(heir men ot Bcience anil Itlurature. 

Un returning to Scotland and euterii 
(iiden, hii fini preferment wu to be Fj 
Collegiate Cburcli of Saint Giles, in 
place, at that time, of grest dignity and 
tliii appointment, hi) family influence sp 
tlie rectory of Ha»iik* and the abbey 
thick. When initalled into the tectorj 
(1496.) he wa» but tuenly-two jeari ol 

Already rector, provost, and abbot, at 
men, now-a-clays, are only leaving theii 



 Not Hiriat, ai lUU'd i 
tjonary ami utlier wotki. 



e Biogr 



..V. siiewn his fitness for those 
_^o, oy the sort of recreatioii to which he 
leroted the leisure hours of hb priesthood. The first 
)foduction of his muse was a translation of Ovid's 
Remedy of Love, and this he produced before 1501 , 
Rritbin the first five years after his instalment as rec- 
tor. He had, as Hume of Godscroft informs us, felt 
the effects of love, but " was soon freed from the ty- 
ranny of this unreasonable passion." 

The Queen Mother, who was Regent of Scotland, 

loiing the minoriry of James V. and had married 

Douglas's nephew, the Earl of Angus, nominated 

Douglas, in 1514, to the Archbishopric of St. An- 

trew's ; and, in a letter to the Pope, extolled him for 

is eminent virtue and great learning, and earnestly 

licited his holiness to confirm her nomination. But 

tead of acceding to her request, the Pope granted 

all, appointing Forman, Bishop of Moray, to the 

int dignity ; while, at the same time, the chapter, 

approved of neither Douglas nor Forman, made 

te of John Hepburn, Prior of St. Andrew*s. 

tuglas gained a step on his rivals, by what is 

Uly considered a great step in law, obtaining pos- 

\. With a considerable body of retainers, he 

on the castle of St Andrew's ; but Hepburn, 

rrcatcr force, soon succeeded in expelling him 

vlned the place till Foiman ar^r-- 
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Thn ([iiccn moUior, to console him for 
pointmcnt, Aoon* aftrrwRrdu ])re8cntcd hi 
bishopric of Duncklii ; and for this prefer 
obtained, tlirough i\w. intcrcnt of her broth 
VIII. of Kngland, a bull from Pope Lc* 
Dou^la.s had again th(>. niiiifortunc to i 
a powerful compcttitor in the iierson of Ste 
thcr to Uic VjltI of Athol, who contrived t 
»(>lf ('.lcct(*d i)y the chapUT, and to obtain 
Icnanrc^ of the Duke of Albany, who hi 
meanwhile, snperscdcd the queen in the 
Douglas was even imprisoned by tiic 
more than a year, on n charge of ha^ 
iih'gnlly in procuring a bull from the ] 
was, indeed, true, ttiat the Scottish parlii 
already begun to fthcw their dislike to }M 
macy, by paflsing a regulatory act, which 
nearly to a positive exclusion of tlie iutc 
the court of Jlome in ccclettiastical ap| 
witliin tiu'. rrulm of Scotland ; but the act 
as yet been rigidly acted upon. ])ougIa8 
at last, in making his peace, witli Albany, 
and, l)eing set at liberty, was consecrated 
Dunkeld. Atli^rfl brother, however, wa 
time, in possesaion of the episcopal i)ftUl 
was only by following an example, of whi< 
affected to be ashamed, and calling an arm( 
his aid, that Douglas was able to force S 
a capitulation, similar to that by which U 
signed the see of St. Andnrw's. 'I'he bishc 
is to be presumed, found thi; grapes of 
than thosR of lligbland Tny. 

Ill l/)17, Doiigias, now bishop of l)unk( 
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{Mtnied the Duke of Albany to Paris, when that 
nobleman was M^nt to renew the anticnt league l)c- 
tween Scotland and France. After hut n^tum to 
Scotland, he made a short stay at Kdinburgh, and 
then repaired to his diocese, where he applied himself 
diligently to the duties of his episcopal oflice. 

Not long after, tlic French king having recalled 
the Duke «f Albany to France, a contest for power 
arose between the Karls of Angus and Arran, which 
thiew the whole kingdom into a violent commotion. 
A meeting of the contending parties and their friends 
was agreed to be held at F<dinburgh, for tlie purpose 
of a conciliation of dilterenccs ; but, distrustful of 
each other, they repaired to the place of congress as 
to a field of combat, attended by all tlie forces they 
could res|HTtively muster. Bishop Douglas, who 
came to the meeting to assist his nephew, Angus, 
with his councils, fearful of the consequences of 
this hostile array, applied to Archbishop Beaton, 
who was the chief adviser of Arron, and earnestly 
solicited him, as a minister of peace, to assist in 
bringing about an amicable accommodation. Ikaton, 
with disgraceful duplicity, protested, that he knew no- 
thing of the intentions of the llaniiltons, as Arran and 
his followers were called, and that whatever tliey 
were, he had no power to prevent their being carrieil 
tuto effect. '• Bii mi/ ro«sci>«r<»," exclaimeii he, striking 
lii> hand with vehemence against his breast, " 1 know 
ivthint' of the matter,** 'Ihc violence of the stroke 
nvie a coat of mail, which the crafty prelate had 
Clnla*aK^l uwler his n>bes, R'sound, on which Douglas 
indignantly replied, " Your conscivnce, lui/ lord, is not 
*iim^ for I hetir it chittn.*' Beaton, in fact, knew 
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\%eil, tliat the liaiiiiltons were (letermined on i 

|)eal to arms, and had come himself prepared 1 

a dist;raceful share in the afiraj. Douglas fa 

I been long gone, before the archbishop was ana 

I cd, and in the streets lighting with Arran and h 

i against the followers of Angus ; but, if we ma^ 

by the event, a bishop praying is of moru avi 
cause than a bishop fighting. Gavin Douglaj 
is said to have retired to his closet to snppiici 
God cf battles in favor of his nephew, had so 
satisfaction of hearing the Douglas note of ti 
swelling on his ear ; the Hamiltons had been \ 

* and more than sixty of them slain ; Arran, then 

escaped with great difficulty } while Beaton, thi 
in wolves' clothing, fled for shelter behind tb 
altar of Blackfriars' church, and would have t\ 
prey to tlic fury of his pursuers, but for the in 
cnce of Bishop Douglas, who, hearing of the jec 
in which the archbishop was, hastened to his r 
The same conduct which Bishop Douglas p 
on this occasion, he observed throughout the wl 
tlic dissensions of this period, " behaving," as 
told, " with th^t moderation and peaceableness 

i became a wise man and a religions prelate." 

Party animosity, however, ran at length so 
that the Bishop found it prudent to retire to En 
After his departure, a prosecution was comn 
against him, and he was publicly proscribed b 
clamation, as "having treasonably entered ai 
signed to reside in England, joining himself to th 
lie enemy of the kingdom after war was deno 
and that not only without licence and permisuo 
against the express orders of the governor.*' H 



it^VUL aHoMcdUMAMlMnlpMiAii 

m difa im. the aUlSvttiM d.pMr^ 
Miniof ^ottto filantMBb Hb ditd ol 
iLondoByinlMlOfflfifff tadwit i»- 
flmrou diBichf €o v# lonMiD of IIni 
Immmm EbIiaj, BUnp «f IJigWfai k 
I wboie tovlMtaw a tsuU ipM* kii 
d» Jo tetoibe » ilMrt OKWwto to Iko 



fail birtoiy of the Dotti^Miet, wjt» tkot 

left behiad him ctetl admbetioii <f hk 

ODD of hit penoB ib tfaeheertt el all 

»9 besides the nobititj oC^ his berth, the 

ooBscKness of hb pefsoiiige» he wes 

pcnfe, aad of sbgabr iMMlantioB of 

I thosetmbiileiit times, bed elvraji car- 

QOBg tlie £Mtioiis of the nobilit j equal- 

aund to make peaee, and not to stir up 

qoalities were very rare in a clergyman 

'enters, Douglas stands distinguished 
\cal translator of tbe classics in Bri- 
ve translation before mentioned of 
o AmoriSt be translated the JElneid 
' additional sixteenth book of Ma- 
was printed at London, in quarto, 
under the following title : " The 
idos of the Famose Poet Virgill. 
tyne Verses into Scottish Meter 
ither in God, Mayster Gawin 
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Douglas, Bishop of Donkel and Unkil to the Si 
Angus. Euery Buke hauing hys pertkiilar Piol< 

It appears that he had projected this work as • 
as the year 1501, but did hot actually engage in 
eleven years after, when he completed it in the 
space of eighteen months. 

No metrical version of a classic had yet appi 
in Englisl), except one of Boethius, who wrote 
late a period of Roman declension, as scarcely t 
serve the appellation. All that was commonly ki 
of Virgil was through Caxton's distorted romam 
the subject of the .£neid. Douglas's transit 
therefore, could not fail of attracting coiuid< 
notice ; and its merit acquired it a popularity i 
it piesened until the close of the last century, 
it was superseded by other versions, probably 
elegant, but not more faithful nor more spirited. 

Douglases Virgil possessed one excellence 
whidi no succeeding translation has any pretei 
The Prologues of hh own composition, which h 
prefixed to the different books, are such as a 
place him on a level with the divine poet h 
translated. Many of them, says Mr. Pinkertoi 
*< quite wonderful, particularly that to B. VII 
scribing winter ; that to B. XII. describing a su 
morning ; and that to Maffei*s B. XIII. a sn 
evening. Mr. Warton has put Milton's L'A 
and II Penscroso as the earliest descriptive poe 
English ; if so, we have examples in Scottish i 
century and a half before. And what exam 
Suffice it to say, that they yield to no descr 
poems in any language." 




 9 



twDodkrw , botik oT w alfe. 
te CM «iititiea At JPMm ff &- 



of HoMMV is addreaMd, M IB apologBe 
of a lun^ to James the Fourth. It 
ptior to 1501, and printed at London in 
at Edmboi;^ in 1579. Both editions are 
lare ; and the woi^ thoo^ it appears to 
flooe wdl known in Scothund, b now onlj 
bjj one m the million. The |Nrinter of the £(tin- 
h fniit**** oC 1579 sajs, in his preface, that " be- 
<fhe copj printed, at London, there were copj^is 
act forth of anld amangis onr selfis." 
of the allegory is to shew the insoffici- 
iastability of woildlj pomp, and to prove 
and nndeviating habit of virtae is the 
to tnie Honoar and Happiness, who are 
cally said to reside in a magnificent palace, 

MI 1.] • G 
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situated on the summit of a high and almost imccei 
sible mountain. The allegory is illustrated bj 
variety of examples of illustrioos personages, wb< 
by a steady perseverance in noble deeds, have scak 
the envied eminence ; and of others, who, from d( 
basing dignity of birth and station by vicioos an 
unmanly practices, have been tumbled to the botlon 
"It is a poem," says Mr. Warton, "adorned wil 
many pleasing incidents and adventures, and abomk 
Kith genius and learning." 

" King Hart" is supposed to have been Douglas 
earliest production, but for no better reason than thi 
some passages in the preserved manuscript copies (fi 
in the author's time there were no other) are gran 
niatically incorrect I low puerile must some of th 
best productions of our most celebrated modern an 
thors be considered, if weighed by such a standaid 
How puerile, indeed, if judged of, by the contraei 
ed, stcnograplied, blurred, interlined, onder-scorac 
through-scored, higgledy-piggledy state in whic 
their ntanuscripts have been consigned to the vig 
lant care of those real guardians of the preii 
ycieped " Printers' readers !" — ^The truth is, thei 
never was a more idle criticism. The sentimea 
of " King Hart" have not one feature of yontfa « 
inexperience about them; they breathe thnmghoi 
a tried, a cliastened, a departini; spirit. As naturall 
as the young Abbot Douglas sung of the '* Remed 
of Love," so did the exiled bishop, in his declinin 
years, write of tliose infirmities which *' all flesh 
heir to ;" and conclude with a poetical legacy, in whic 
Df.sirf, or, as in the old English it was with6nt av 
impure allusion termed, Lust, has the bequest 
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ita^lwfcaide 



Of ftatMle MO iwtelP lost i 

[ U y jwnnhiig, i tee 

UMii Hr li Mn . w poon oor 

MHttatolAejv of Ito pnow 



m»j vdl wjilNt "periHiM tiler 
Of BmI «■• wiitte« m bit old 1^" 
wri» •'Kkig HMt" li e«|»kjea»M«e eee 

WL nif riilii ie Urns Smu fat Cmr m mfm 

kb Aft keni «e ««i*« My; eid Ite poet, |e • 
of te adventures of Uus allegoiical per- 
Kvoim to ponrtiay the natural progress 
Mi of TirtQons and honorable resolves, who b 
leleae tiieslave of his pasuons. 
I Hart, gh hb first appearance in the poem, — 

leemfieweshesethisfblk amang 
haftbe no doot had of misaventore : 
rimadl J was he polist phune and pnre 
Ih jontfaheidt and his lostie levis grene :X 



PiddMody as manhood, 
le " jeoag desire," of Drjdem 

o2 
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So fair, so fresche, so likelie to endure. 
And als so bly th, as bird in summer acluHie. 

Besides an innumerable family of inmates, audi i 
Wantounes, WUJulnes, FuUutrdena, &c. 

Fjve servitours thb king be had witiunU, 
That teichit war ajr tressoun to espy ; 
Thai watchit ay the wallis round about 
Fo innemeb that of hapimng come by. 

These " fyre servitours" are the five senses. Sigh 
Hearing, Tasting, Smelling, Feeling at Touch. Tl 
agency of these " servitours" is thus described, m 
stanza which I think has great beauty, but tHui 
I might nevertheless have passed over without pail 
cular notice, liad it not been for a critidsm npOM 
by Mr. Pinkerton, who styles it " a stanxa bejoi 
redemption, being quite unintelligible as to gni 
mar and arrangementi*' The stanxa shall speak i 
itself. 

Richt as the rose upspringis fro the rute 
In ruby colour reid most ryck of hew ; 
Nor waindis nocht the levis to out schute. 
For schyning of the sonc that dels renew. 
Thir uther flouris grene, quhyte, and blew, 
Quhilk hes na craft to knaw the wynter weit, 
Suppois that sommer schanc deis diame reskew 
That deis thame quhile our haill with saaw ai 
sleit 

How far this stanza deserves to be conudeied 
*' beyond redemption," because " quite nninteHi| 
ble,** you will be able to judge from the Ibllowii 
nearly literal version into modem English : * 



J tbe n»e aptpcin^ froni ibe root, iu red niby co- 
nn, mod rich of hue ; dot fcan aught the leave) to 
vtdioot, ■> losf ua tbe son ■liinu, xbich iCDewi 
Twj thing; — su these oUier flowers, gteen, white, 
Dd blue, which hacc do skill la foreoe the tilling 
iffeict al the winier'ji fataits, suppoau ittat the summer 

t helmed nith soon ind slecL" 

The Palace of Qaeen Fleaiure, silnalcd k the 
ngUonrtiond o( Ihe cuUb of King Uait, i> »ext 
locrifaed nil}! " ane legion Itill" »bo " wu nj M hir 

Hie actioit of the poem then commeDcrs, ilU > 

■■ina of great lichnen ajid elegance. 

; H^penitftiswounhy Qufiif uponEned«j« 
Villi tat fresdic Cuurt Birajitndl U ricbt, 
Htmling lo fi'd hir, to rtpsporl nori play ' 

Ifir b»n?/..-|„„.,., ,1,-.,N.; ,. -.nrl „„ hldiT ' 
Wn W.»ii— 1 lliili beulii cgnbar thei n;d ; 
n*grmt ywi uMi iUtntiH/t of lialMit.* 
'taacfae Bewtie bad Ihe VnDganle and wei gjde. 

lit pac^ of {deawie pan hard 1^ the caiHe of 
{Bart} IbewatduacB of which, anrpriaed al the 



')BBbu'lk» an inuge of the BUne kind : 
Merit u iie gowd wer thur gloriom gilt tn 
II tfa^i Mil did gltml gf tlij glad htait." 
Tkt Tva ISarit Wmum and lAs Weda. 



66 LIVES OF EMINENT SCOTgMEN. 

sight, hasten to tell their master, and mAnt 
send out some sconts, to aaoertam what die 
mean ; since, if tiiey are on battle bent. 

It wer hot schame to feinje cowardie. 

With that, Youihhood and Delight start 
offer their services to go and reooimoitie. 

Youihheid f arth past and raid on Intueenee, 
Ane mylk qohite steed that ambilit as the 
And fresche DelyU raid on BmgvoUnee, 
Throw out the meid that wad nocht bjd b 
The beymes bright almost had maid tfaamc 
That fra fresch Bewtie spied 

While "in ane studie starand still fhej 
these gentle knights are encountered by one 
Hart's maids of honour. Fair Calling, who 

both thair reynes cleikit in hir hands 

Syn to her castell raid, as she war woide,*^ 
And festinit up thir folkis in Venos' bandt 

King Hart sends out two more parties on 
errand ; but, these also being bewitched and 
by the fair invaders, the king himself " np 
proper ire and t^," 

And baldlie bad bis folk all with him ryce. 

This " courtiic king" and his " comlie o 
forth; 



Wild, mad. 



i"** "in JZ. "«■" of (W. 

*™p of Di •^nann, ,1 ™'' to Jihfrt, 

fs: '^•■tt .S ""■"""' S "■»«"• 
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xxxy. 

Ye did greit miss, fayr Conscience, be your 
Gif that ye war of kyn and blode to me, 
That sleuthfuUie suld let your tyme our aleip 
And come thus lait How suld ye ask your 
The steid is stoun, steik the dare, let m 
Quhat may avale, God wait the stall to turiH 
And gif that ye be ane connseiler sle 
Quhy sold ye sleuthfullie your tyme fbisurne 

XXV. 

Off all my harme, and drerie indigence, 
Gif thair be ocht amys, me think pcrd6 
That ye ar cause verray of my offence ; 
And suld sustaine the bitter pairt for me. 
Mak answer now — Quhat can ye say ? Let » 
Yourself excuse and mak you foule or clenc. 
Ressoun, cum heir ; ye sail our juge now b( 
And in this caus gif sontens us bctwcne.* 

Reason gives the verdict against him ; - 



-impenitent Kemorse, 



That juggling iicnd that never spoke before, 
And cries ** I wam*d you," when the deed ii 

Byroiii Corn 

The reader will see in these lines a happy co 
tration of the same general ideas ; but it. wov 
unfair to the noble author, to infer any thing r 
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ddven out of all hij gliifts; mid be- 
y 9eiue of the wonj, Conmenci-ilnckeii, 
le, offended whb the chiuigc pcodnced 
t uid feelings of hrr loyal spoose, and 
ire chBracter of Kls new usoci&teSf and- 
tni him. In diia deserted aitnalion, 
Figdom strongly nrge the king ta rcbim 
are, and to spend the remainder uf hii 
g to their galul&r; muims. The king 
diice, hot ha« nol been long in Ills own 
ED an unlooked-for liDiir. Dtfonails in- 
mDrtal wonnd, of nhich, after making 
ia which there h a due distribution of 
and foibles, he expires, 
e of King Hart was first published lu 
original mnniiscript, by Mr. Pinkerton, 
Fame of the poet is more indebted on 
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atber, John Bamsay, was superintendent of 
jpetoon's mines at LeadhiJls, and bis mother, 
^wer, was the daughter of a gentleman of 
lire, who had been invited to Leadhiils, to 
•y his skill, in the introductioa of some im- 
•nts in the art of mining. 
, while yet an infant, lost his father, who died 
^nrly age of twenty-five. Hb mother, soon 
larried a Mr. Crichton, an inconsiderable 
ler of Lanarkshire, by whom she had several 
For fourteen years, Allan remained in the 
' his step-father ; and, at the parish school of 
Imoor, he received all the education which it 
e his lot in life ever to obtain. The instruc- 
even a parish school in Scotland, however, 
£ar ; aiKi there is reason to believe, that 
had commenced the study of the classics 
e left it. In the preface to his works, he says, 
siatand Horace but faintly in the original." 
;nts Sf his life make it improbable that he 
ive acquired this knowledge during bis ma- 
ars ; and tlie faintness with which he says he 
inds the Roman poet, corresponds well with 
gree of information which a boy, who had 
vanced the first steps in the study of the Ian- 
might be afterwards supposed to preserve.* 



le view taken by this writer is at variance with 
'lographies of the poet, in which the scantiness 
ediication is invariably lamented ; but it is a 
bich every one who knows any thing of Scot- 
bcation, and how common it is for even parish 
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About fhe year 1700, AiUn lost bis notber* 
bis step-fiitber was not long in diacovcrmg dwthe 
now of an age when he ought to shift lor hinu 
The profession to which his own rnrlinationa ttfoi 
tended, was that of a painter ; hot his step-fiiH 
with the keen-sightedness alike natuial to the i 
gardly and the needy, gave no enooamgemcBt 
propensity which he saw could only lead to the w 
of subsistence, by a way long, circuitous^ and del 
fuL He took Allan with him to Edinbu^^ ; i 
among the various handicrafts which then flouii 
in the Scottbh metropolis, selected that cf ai 
maker, as the likeliest to provide the youth tpee 
with a livelihood, and therefore the fittest to wbid 
bind him in the hard fetters of an apprenticeship. 

Most of the biographers of Ramsay have evil 
great anxiety to impress on their readers, that B 
say, though a wig-maker, was no barber, as " a 
Lotuion publications have ungenerously *T*ffTnwiV 
Where the real distinction, in point of respectalnl 
lies between these kindred occupations, it is difi 
to perceive ; neither of them have been veiy pni 
tive of great men, and a Ramsay can scareely 1 
given more dignity to the one, than an Arkwri^ 
to the other.* However little inclination Raa 



school-boys of fourteen to have Horace in their bi 
must allow to rest on very strong probability, ju i 
* The writer of this Memoir had evidently 
read the celebrated case of the PemiquierB and C 
fcurs of Paris, where, he would have found the u 
dressing hair not oniy demonstrated to be a lib 
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Q siiy bad to the occupation of a wig- 
r " a lU-thacker" as he humoaroiuly calls 
srtain, that he did not abandon it when his 
»hip had ceased ; but followed it for many 
T. In the parish registers, he is called a 
r, down to tlie year 1716. 
2y Ramsay married Christian Ross, daughter 
sr in Edinburgh. 
the same period that he paid a visit to the 

Hymen, he appears to have made his first 
: tluit of the Muses. The earliest poem of his 
om of which there is any trace, is an Address, 
r* To the most Happy Members of the Easy 

which he was then elected a member. It 
iety, he tells us, which originated " in the 
itipathy we all seemed to have at the ill 



lal in rank to those of the poet, the pain- 

e statuary. Who has ever attempted to 

h for " tubterranean shavir^ at one half 

n though honored by the name of an 

** By those talents," say the dressers of 

1 are f>eculiar to ourselves, we give new 

beauty sung by the poet ; it is wlien 

n under our hands, that the painter and 

■»ent her; and, if the locks of Berenice 

ced among the stars, who will deny, 

lis superior glory she was first in want 

forehead more or less open, a face 

1, require very difterent modes ; every 

mbellibli nature, or corro-' • 
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humour and contradictions which arise firoai tiiflei^ 
especially those which constitute l^big and Torj, 
withovt having the grand reaatmfor it" The i nem b wi 
were all devoted friends to theStuart family; uid» fa 
a wisli for its restoration, we may doubtleia tnn 
" tlic grand reason" to which he here alludes. "Bj 
one of the rules of the club, each member 
the name of some celebrated writer ; RunMy 
that of Isacc Bickerstaff. After some time, a 
roent of national pride, cherished by their jacoUli 
altachments, led tlicm to discard all but Scottish ap- 
{lellations, when Ramsay changed the name of Bio* ; 
kcntaflf for tlie more poetical one of Gavin DoogiMi , 
It was another of tlio rules of the club. 

^that easy he 

Who should three years a social fellow bcj 



T' 



colour of the flush that of the dress which is to IWH^ 
lify it ; somelimcs the whiteness of Uie skin will t^ 
heightened by the auburn tint of the locks, and fliii' 
too lively splendour of tlie fair will be sofleiied lir 
tlie greyish cast witli which we tinge the trenHiK' 
" Some rigid censurers may perhaps say, tliat tiNir 
could do very well witliuut us ; and that if there wav 
less art and omaincut at the toilettes of the fatiiifc* 
things would be all for tlic better. It is not for ni 1^"^ 
judge, whether the manners of Sparta were preferafalpf^^ 
to those of Alliens ; and whether the shepherde^'^ 
who gases on herself in the glassy fountain, intOM 
weaves some flowers in her tresses, and adorns bendll 
with natural graces, merits a greater homage Ihaj 
tliosc brilliant citizens who skilfully employ the l^t^ 
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Mai to oar Euy Club give no (lOcacc 
Alba ItMimial tiut. should CDDUDeacc 
A otun-Exis : whkligiwa wjiats cUini' 
To that gnat tide, » ILe blut olhme 
CW giTC to Ihem who trade io humui gow, 
Ollfciue *lia beapup boanls of cuitivd on i 
~ in mu mkUI bieudtbip noughl'i dvaign'r 



Bot* 






.lighten , 



c leasm, Raiasaj repeated the benefit of thi! 
JO. In 171.=>, there is la enlrj m the HiuuU.' 
the club, declirmg. tbat " Vv. Pilcum and Gavin 



Is of a fuhionable dress. Wc miut lake the 
lu^ iTiti; ne Gad it. We feel d congenial din- 
to ttte living manncn tu which vb awe oui 
e. and while thej subsist we mmt tub^st 
BID." All tliis, to be lUic, is of female Incki ; 
t* of old wuie oign as ntll u gentlemen, and 
. the piouf that AUaa was nut a maker ufwiu-. 
batik leiu - Some passages u( bis poemi tctm i'> 
aar ibe BUppo^itioa, Ihat he nai equally skilled in 
dceontiuD of both ; thui, 
Ber eockeinoiiy* snooded up fu slffck. 
Her haffet-iockj hung waving on her cheek. 

Gentle SaplinJ, xm I. 
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Duuglas having behaved themselves three yean 
good members of this dub, were adjudged to 
gentlemen." Nearly about the same tune, he « 
raised still higher in the scale of honour, by haTing I 
additional title conferred on him, of poet-laureate 
the Free and Easy Club. 

To this jovial fraternity, Ramsay, while yet n 
known to fame, was in the habit of reciting the infi 
productions of his muse ; but scarcely had he be 
appointed their poct-laurcate, when the civil ^bcof 
which led to tlic rebellion of 1715, and unhappi 
survived it, put an end to their meetings. 

Ramsay appears to have quickly withdrawn hxi 
self from the little eddy of party politics in which '. 
had for a iiionient become caivlessly involved. Afl 
the supprcssion of the rebellion of 1715, he exert 
himself, with commendable discretion, to gain 
name and interest in the world, by shunning all par 
tiistinctions — ^writing pieces which should offend i 
one, please every body, and make stedfast frienda 
many. lie was diligent to win by paneg^'ric, ai 
attentive not to lose by satire ; odes, elegies, ai 
epithalamiums, were now the chief offerings of 1 
muse. He was careful, too, to avoid the cause, 

"Tliat niony a tliriflless poet*s poor :" 

His flattery was discerning in its objects, and d 
not ** for patrons, blockheads chuse.*' 

Lucky for mc I never sang 
Fause praises to a worthless wight. 
And still took pleasure in the tlirang 
Of them wha in good sense delight. 

On the Poverty ofPoetu 
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lis pieces were successively written, he sent 
t the world in the form of single sheets, or half 
at the price of a penny each. Ills name bo- 
lus celebrated among the good people of Edin- 
who were accustomed to send out their chil- 
rith a penny, to buy *' Allan Ramsay's last 

^16, (while still a wig-maker,) he published an 
of James the First's poem of " Christ's Kirk 
Sreen," with a second canto by himself; in 
he " hubbleshaw" of the country fair is sue- 
by the festivities of a bridal scene. The pub- 
ght so well of this sequel to the admirable 
of the royal bard, that, in two years after, 
edition was called for, when Ramsay, " cu- 
as he says, " to know how his bridal folks 
3ok next day after the marriage," added a 
nto, which describes the congratulatory visits 
larried pair, and makes an end of an old talc 
ep drinking and bloodless quarrels." 
the imprint of this second edition of Christ's 
1 the Green, it appears, tliat Ramsay had 
before abandoned his original occupation of 
kin^, and commenced the more congenial 
of book-making and selling of books. It 
) be " printed for tlie Author, at the Mercury 
3 to Niddry's Wynd." Very probably it was 
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liberal maimer in which it was imroediately liUed'i 
affords a striking proof of the general eiteem 
which he was now held. The list of sabKiiben 
said to have comprehended " all who were eitl 
eminent or fair in Scotland.'* He is supposed to hi 
cleared, by this publication, four hundred gmnea: 
large sum at that time, and sufficient to pmchaae 
much land in Scotland as would now produce a 
spectable income. The volume was preceded 
several copies of recommendatory verses, from p 
sons of eminence and taste; and closed with 
address by the author to his book, after the maiu 
of Horace, in which he speaks thus flaunlingly of 
hopes : 

-Gae spread my fame. 



And fix me an immortid name ; 
Ages to come shall thee revive. 
And gar thee with new honours live. 
The future critics, I foresee. 
Shall have their notes on notes on thee ; 
The wits unborn shall beauties find, 
That never entered in my mind. 

In 1724, he published the first volume of the 1 
Table Miscellany, a collection of Songs, Scottish a 
English, which was speedily followed by a seco 
and third, under the same title. The publicati 
acquired him more profit than lasting fame. It w< 
through no less than twelve editions in a few yd 
The want of taste and fidelity which it displays h 
however, deprived it of all estimation in later tim 
Ramsay lived at a period when a great many of I 



\ 
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the most admired of our native 
Ing on the memories of the peo- 
little industry and research, they 
:ued from the oblivion which has 
r ever from our grasp. But, in- 
iny thought on the importance of 
— ^important in a historical point 
;rpetuity to so many monuments 
iracter of the people, and equally 

as preserving that native fresh- 
ity which no modem imitation 
— Ramsay made it his boast to 
very old air he could meet with ! 
ured," he says, in his Preface to 
N acceptable new words to known 
rove, engaged me to the making 
xty of them in this (the first) and 
(both of which consbt almost en- 
gs) ; about thirty more were done 
/oung gentlemen." How morti- 

for these ninety substitutions by 
igenious young gentiemen," very 

preserving, (for Ramsay, how- 
aspects, was but a poor song wri- 
ill probability, lost as many of 
ms which made the minstrels of 
" so celebrated in former times ! 

MS. collection of airs, written 
lutioD, and not long before tiie 
lourished, in which we meet with 
r songs, of most of which, though 
e have now scarcely any authen- 

the Mure to Maggie." " Robin 
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AiKlJannct.'* <* Mjr dearie, if tlioud^ve." "Mo 
in both the pockets." " The Lad^*8 goiu 
** Bonie Nanie.*** ** Maggie, I must luvc lb 



• The ** new worii>,** by Ramsay, to this air, pme 
characteristic example uf what has btH>ii gained by i 
(leni ailapfum. 'I'hey are too vulgar to be rep«a' 
ami could only liave been popular among such a 1 
of •* ingen'uiis young gi»ntlenien** as embellished 
Tea Table Miscellany. The original words wh 
notwitlistandtng Ramsay *s neglect, are fortima 
not lost, are simple and touching enough. I an 
debtiHl for the following copy of them to a mta 
of the !tocicty, who procured them from John Ma; 
Faq. author of the •* Siller Gun " " Glasgow,*'' 
other poems, whose words, to the air of " Ix 
Water." shew, that of all modem bards, he b am 
the last who is likely to do injury to his recol 
tions of the songs familiar to his infancy. *' I bcl 
them," says Mr. Mayne, sp<*aking df this cop^ 
verses, "to be the very words that gave biith 
were first adapted, to tliat beautiful air, wi^ the 
ception of the first four lines of the third sta 
which are mine. I never heard the otlins but in 
father's family, and there, at first, in infancy.'* 
more particular inquiry, I find, that the lines 
traced back in Mr. M.'s family, to a period quit 
remote as the MS. quoted by Leyden. 

Original words to tlie Scotch Air of ** My Nanny, 

Never before printed. 

As I cam in by Embro* town. 
By the back o' the bonny ci^, O ! 
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;k Upon a strogin." " Hallo even." " Happie 
s he." " Woman's woik will never be done." 
ke the laird's brother." " Bonie lassie." 

beaid a young man mak bis moan. 
And, O ! it was a pity, O ! 

For aje, be cried, bis Nanny, O ! 

His bandsome, cbarming Nanny, O ! 

Nor finend, nor foe, can tell, oho ! 

How dearly I loo Nanny, O ! 

alher, your counsel I wou*d tak. 
But ye maun not be angry, O ! 
d rather ba'e Nanny, but a plack. 
Than the laird's daughter and her hundred 
mark ! 
My bonny, bonny Nanny, O ! 
My handsome, chaiming Nanny, O ! 
Nor friend, nor foe, can tell, oho ! 
How dearly I loo Nanny, O ! 

hen dinna mock our want o' gear, 
Nor Hghtlify my Namiy, O ! 
or Hcav'n will smile oc ane sac dear. 
With a' that's gude and canny, O ! 
]My bonny, bonny Xanny, O ! 
My handsome, charming Nanny, O ! 
Come weal, come woe, the warld shall know 
How dearly I loo Nanny, O ! 

Ds has also supplied us with a set of words to 
le : but, though not among his worst effusions, 
re much inferior to this original version. 
. Brooks has adapted to the same air one of the 
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" Jenny, I told you." " Tlie Gilliflouer." " The 
bony brow." " The New Kirk gavcll." " The 
Nightingale." " Jockie went to the wood." *• Where 
Helen lays."* " Sweet Willie." " Bonny roaing 



sweetest songs in her musical entertainment of Roaina, 
beginiiini;, 

" When bidden to the wake or fair." 

A. 8. 

• " Helen of Kirkconnd*' — 

I wish T were where Helen lies. 
Where night and day on njc sIjc cries ; 
I wish I were where Helen lies. 
On fair Kirkconuell lee. Old Song, 

" In the bur^'ing ground of Kirkconnel are still to 
be seen the tombstones of fair Helen and her favorite 
lover Adam Fleming. She. was a daughter of the ft- 
mily of Kirkconnel, and fell a victim to the jealomj ' 
of a lover. Being courted by two young gentlemca 
at the same time, the one of them» thinking binudf 
slighted, vowed to sacrifice the other to his resentment ^ 
when he again discovered him in her company. Am 
opportunity soon presented itself, when the faithfiil ^ 
pair, walking along the romantic banks of the Kirtle» 
were discovered from the opposite banks by the as- 
sassin. Helen, perceiving him lurking among tfaa 
bushes, and dreading the fatal resolution, nuhed to ' 
her lover's bosom, to rescue him from the danger;,^ 
and, thus receiving the wound intended for anotherp ^' 
sunk and expired in her lover's arras* He imiiwdi* ' 
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•WSUe," " TuMdude." " When ilie tun boo she 
•hAUt."  Fute fe my een." " When the bryd 
c*iD ben »he becked." '• The Ca\leyi'i dtughlei." 
" Fool Uk tlie wan." " Ths milkeio prtl." " 'Die 
bonie Imoklt luiic blew benntb Uie a'eu." — Several 
of fliese ain, ■' O'er Ihe laxtie to Maggie," " The 
CoUeji't daughtei," &u. are among Ihcise to wlileh 
■tie puvene cunc^i of RanuHy induced bim to write 
■nr ttatii, instead of preiemng those which were 
pcalBblj eoeml witli the aiit Ibenuetves. 

" The MS. collection," saji Lejden, '■ whicli I 
have quoted, is not iodesd of gre^ an^quil^ ; liul 



itely revenged her death by ilayJDg the murderet. 
Tlje incDDUilable Adam Fleming, now sinking under 
■be {iiessuic of grief, went ebroiad, and sened under 
Ibc llanDCTi of Spain against the Inlidela. The im- 
IIPDakiii, hawerer, in that age of romance and i:hi> 
tmSry, whoi ii wai accoiintcd hgnorahic perraanently 
1B indulge tlie tender pasaion.'^, was not abliierated. 
He relumed to Scodand, and trsdidon reports, that 
MreiEbing himself on the grave of Helen, be eipired, 
and w>5 biuiod by her sid<'. Upon his tomintoDe are 
engr»e<l a ctos^ and a awoid, with Ihii in 



The old ballad, said to hate been written by Adam 
himsetf, is still presciied in an imperfcci 
nt tbe filory has recently awakened a nobler 
Ihe pen of a modern bard. In tlii' 
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as it approaches the aera of the Berolotioii, it a 
us to advance a step beyond Ramsay; and 
shows that these songs were popolar at the tii 
the Revolution, it renders it probable that tibeir 
is of a much older date. Indeed, the sera of til 
volution seems to be that of the decline of Sc 
music and song. Until that period, the remi 
the bards or minstrels existed in almost every q 
of the Scottish lowlands ; but, after that cia, aa 
any vestige of them can be traced. They (the 
strels) do not appear to have been biandeid c 



Mr. Maync, entitled " Fair Helen," of whic 
following beautiful stanzas are the first and last 

I wish I were where Helen lies. 
For night and day on me she cries. 
And, like an angel, to the skies 

Still seems to beckon me ! 
For me she liv'd, for me she sigh'd. 
For me she wuh'd to be a bride. 
For me, in life's sweet mom, she died 

On fair Kirkcoimel lee ! 



O ! when I'm sleeping in my grave. 
And o'er my head the rank weeds wave. 
May He, who life and spirit gave. 

Unite my love and me ! 
Then, from this world of doubts and sigl 
My soul, on wings of peace, shall rise. 
And, joining Helen in the skies. 

Forget Kirkconncl lee. 
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Iwt MOD, acoocding to an andnit law ; 
thej yoked in tiie ploagh, instead of the 
; to a law of Macbeth, hot thej sank 
lent and slow pressnie of neglect and 

ntoring to censure the system which 
ined in the editing of our ancient songs, 
to mention one historical theory respect 
idb, if conect, may afford, in the minds 
dficient apology for the liberties Ramsay 
The theory, it is believed, b new ; the 
e of it, at least, comes frmn no published 
g been derired from a conTersation intb 
ned and ingenious Dr. Geddes, whose 
r the antiquities of his country was pro- 
ho was himself a writer of song of no 
fit. The singular sup«iority of the 
over those of eveiy other nation being 
' observation, Dr. G. threw out an opi- 
maior part of them oaght to be ranked 
Olid of inrbich the Reformation had rob- 
nt relisious institutions of the countrv. 
ie<, it was remarked, before the Refor- 
ccomplishcii. church music had attained 
) a very high degree of refinement ; but, 
cf a profane than a sacred character, 
t. in that indefinite relation, that it might 
ith equal ease, either to mirth or melan- 
Vlackenzie's Lives, there is a passage 
»ng!y corroborative of this view of its 
rcur? in the Life of EIred, who died in 
ho. fpeaking of our church music, is 
kcnzic, to have thus expressed himself 
I 
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** Since all typi's and figures are now ccaaed, why lo 
many organs and cymbals in our charches ? Why, I 
say, tliat terrible blowing of bellows, that rather imi- 
tates the frightsomeness of tlmnder, than the sweet 
harmony of the voice P for what end is this ooa- 
traction and dilatation of the voice? One restndu 
his breath ; another breaks his breath ; and a third 
unaccountably dilates his voice ; and soroietinies, 
which I am ashamed to say, tliey fall a quivering like 
the neighing of horses. Then they lay down their 
manly vigour; and, with their voices, endeavour to 
imitate tlie softness of women, Then, by an artifi- 
cial circumvolution, they have a variety of outron- 
nings. Sometimes you shall sec them with open 
mcniths, and their breath restrained as if tliey were 
cx]>iring and not singing ; and, by a ridiculous in- 
terruption of their breath, seem as if they were alto- 
gether silent. At other times, they appear like per- 
sons in the agonies of death ; then, with a variety of 
gestures, they {icrsonate comedians ; their lips are 
contracted ; their eyes roll ; their shoulders are 
moved upwards and downwards ; their fingers move 
and dance to every note. And tliis ridiculous behir 
viour is called religion : |md when these things are 
most frequently done, then God is said to be more 
hon(>rably worshipped." Such, it was argned, be- 
ing unfortunately the character of tlie sacred mush; 
of the Catholic establishment, it presented an inviting 
point of attack to such dissolute members as Danbar, 
Lindsay, and other poets of that period ; who, judg- 
ing shrewdly of human nature, thought they cou^ 
by few tilings, more *'.lVectually promote that ec 
astical change fur which they were striving, t' 
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.mg to the most well known cathedral tnnrs. 
.ane songs of every description and degree of 
/ity, or, in other words, making ludicrous parodic*; 
on what the people had been hitlicrto accustomed tr> 
regard with some share of devotional feeling. A 
great many fine airs thns stole their way from tiw 
sanctuary of the church, to the gayer scenes of tho 
baronial hall and cottage ingle cheek; while the 
words with which they were in gaiety associated were 
of such a complexion, that, though in no danger of 
being traditionally forgotten for want of repetition, 
there might be a reluctance to commit them to the 
press, more especially on the part of those, who, ha- 
ving designed them only for a temporary purpo^i', 
might liave no wish to make a permanent evil of what 
was, peiiiaps, a partial good. That this is no strained 
supposition is proved by the acknowledged ^^TitiIl•;'< 
of some of the poets alluded to, in which there are 
several palpable burlesques on the ritual of the 
church ; but still more convincingly, by the fart, 
with which every one, who knows any thing of Scot- 
tish social life, must be familiar, that wc arc nut so 
much in want of old words to manv favourite airs, as 
in want of words, which our improved sense of i\v- 
licacy will allow us to rep^Jat in the face of day. It 
•Aa> nut intended, it was said, to account, by this 
l-.trory, for t'le origin of our native airs univer- 
sally ; for every nation must have its portion of poetry 
aiid niusic, independently of all such peculiar circuni- 
•tancei, and thire are man^- relics of Scottish sonti; 
01 a date long prior to the most distant contemplation 
of any change in the religion of the country. All 
: ".at was meant to be suggested, was that, subsequent I v 

\2 
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to the pcricK] uf the Reformation, there may have b 
manii airs afloat among the people, which were 
tually borrowed from the music of the fallen chni 
and many verses extremely popular, which being 
fact, parodies uf hymns once regarded as sacre^i 
was yet fitter to leave to obUnon, than to leacoe fi 
it* 

Might not tills have 1)een the very liike of diacrel 
which Ramsay pursued in his collecticn ? And ' 
lu* to blame, for an eflfort which, however unaoco 
ful, had so good a motive ? 

The supposition, though plausible, admits ol 
very satisfactory answer. The theory, out of wfa 
it arisen, is of itself reasonable and consutent } 
to found upon it a vindication of Ramsay, we m* 
at the same time, suppose, that he was what he * 
not — an editor, disposed to be scrupulous in the 
vi\'a} of anti(}uatcd impurity. Of andcnt poems, 
has republished not a few, which shew that no t 
could have looser notions in this respect ; take, 
example, the ** Bytand Ballet on warlo wives," n 
especially the very learned notes appended to it ; 
" Defens of Grissel Sandy lands," a " Brash of W 
ing," &c. Can it be supposed, that an editor i 
took delight in doing honour to such pieces as tb 
could have cared much about what he published ? 



* Should thb theory be esteemed correct, it 
follow as another curious result, that the church i 
sicians of recent times, in adapting many go 
hymns to what arc called profane tunes, may h 
only been taking back their own. a. ( 
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lie btd uught aflcr wurap, could be hm fawtd ihem ? 
IVo at Ibiee tic pouibl; might, buttt«pl«>, in juiti- 
fcatimi, which in olFercil fur him, i qtpowi. tfaat he 
might hs*e found nisuly a bundwd wgw>  thing 

Encoonkgctl b; tlie great pupular^ «Udi Iha Tea 
Table Mivellany scquirtrd, nolwittiMaiBig >U its 
imperftctioos, Ramuy published, In'lTM "The 
Erereie^, being a Coll^lion of Soat^ViMtm, note 
Lj the ingenious befure 1600." 
cIihSj galbeced from (he Bannaijae I 
tHiUa, hovever, Rani>^y wm careCol UiMM UUnid 
■ddnolliingtuhisUuKU; the Ere i paw M Mm leaa 
dvdit tban even the lea Table IdceUMX. lofd 
Hulei says, wiib ttuib, tliai he io<ik " pMt fibw^ 
«ith die ociginalE, ond 
ttbcn ; modemiEing, 




d without eitber lute oi 
t hoRj lad lh( eglantine entwined with all untB of 

!taiM>T wailed binuelf of the apportnni^ to oon- 

Ineat, affoided b; thii poblicatioii, to gira rent, 

1 poem of affected an^uitjr, and with a fogned 

itaiiBi to Iboie Jacobite fiielingi, of wfaicb pra- 

t atiU induced bim to avoid all open demnsitn- 

It wai entitled " The ViBioa," and laid to 

nmpyUt in Latin be a moit leinit CltA, In tyme 

HainlupaiMlO|Hation, anno 1300, and tiana- 

1514." ITie ptetended inbject waa the " lu»- 

r the Scoti' sufferingi by the onwortby con- 
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desccnsion of Baliol to Edward I. of England, ti 
they recovered their independence bv the condoi 
and valour of the Great Bruce," For the period i 
" Edward I." let us substitute that of Gmrg§ ti 
First, and for « the Great Bruce/' the PnEmiDn 
and the real object of the poem will stand levedei 
Ramsay, in common with many worthy men and ik 
cere friends of their country in those days, looked o 
the alienation of the crown from the house of Stnar 
as an event not more fatal to the interests of die di 
throned family, than to those of the country at laip 
and hence, in his Vision, he makes the Geniw i 
Scotland exult in the prospect of yet 

-gracing and placing 



Arright tlie Scottis throne. 

Although the real design of the poem was, at tl 
time, very generally perceived, it does not appea 
that public suspicion ever pointed to Ramsay himic 
as the author. The fact was first annouiHxd to tl 
world by his son, Allan the Punter ; and then all tl 
worid wondered, that they had not before di aco v e w 
that the signature which is attached to the poena i 
'* AR. SCOT," was, in fact, no more than the h 
tials of Ramsay, with the addition of his nativity. 

In 1725, Ramsay produced what is nsnl 
esteemed his master piece, and forms the chief foai 
dation of his fame, " the Gentle Shepherd,'* a pa 
toral comedy in five acts. In 1721, be had poblialii 
an eclogue, under the title of " Patie and Boge 
and, in 1723, a sequel, under that of *' Jennie w 
Maggie/' The reputation which he gained by the 



\ 
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bed scenes, indaced him to make them the 
id-work of that complete drama, which we now 
re under the title of " the Gentle Shepherd." It bad 
Kmer appeared, than it rose into great and fast 
ding popularity. Edition after edition was 
lily called for ; and, in a few years, there was no 
n of poetic taste, either at home or abroad, to 
1 the merits of ** the "Gentle Shepherd" were un- 

mncb superior was this work to the greater part 
imsay's shorter productions, that, for some time, 
ict was eagerly contested, whether it was possible 
ftc could be the author. Suspicion, never at a 
9 embody the phantoms of its own creation, im- 
ately fixed on Sir John Clerk of Pennycuik, one 
e most zealous patrons of Ramsay, and in whose 
ibourhood the scene of the piece is supposed to 
been laid, as his coadjutor in its production. 
it has been well observed by Lord Hailes, that 
" who attempt to depreciate his fame by in- 
ting, that his friends and patrons composed the 
s which pass under his name, ought first to prove 
lis friends and patrons were capable of compos- 
!ie Gentle Shepherd." 

>t long after the publication of this genuine pas- 
Gay produced his Newgate pastoral of " the 
;ars' Opera." Among the singular effects which 
idmirable piece of irony produced, the delusion 
j^hich it led a poet of Ramsay's judgment is not 
rast remarkable. While the public were, through 
Id misconception of the players, shedding tears 
M:cnes designed in a style of the broadest bur- 
e, Ramsay fell into quite as great a blunder in 
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conceiving that Uie Beggars' Opera owed its sio| 
success to noUiing so much as the songs with whi 
is ludicrously enriched. From such ornaments, 
Gentle Shepherd was, in its original state, wl 
free ; and, to give it an equal chance widi Gay's 
duction in the race for popularity, Ramsay tlic 
he had only to fill up thb imaginary deficiency, 
accordingly printed a new edition of his pastoia 
tcrspersed abundantly with songs, adapted to poi 
Scotch airs. Among these, there are not more 
two above mediocrity ; and the whole were si 
added in so extraneous a manner, as to deprirc 
pastoral of much of that natural simplicity v 
formed originally its greatest merit. Ramsay be 
soon sensible of hb error, and would gladly hav 
paired it, but it was too late ; the public were ab 
fomiliar with the songs ; and, as the number of sr 
is always greater than that of sound critics, the i 
editions, since printed of the Gentle Shepherd, 
been almost uniformly in this vitiated taste. 

The Gentle Shepherd, though adapted to the i 
did not make its appearance upon it till several 
after its publication. The people of Scotland 
not as yet thrown off those prejudices with i 
ages of stem Presby terianism had filled them, a^ 
all sorts of theatrical representations; there 
therefore, no native actors, and, of courre, none 
could represent a piece so entirely Scottish.* ] 



* In a prologue to the university of Oxford w 
by Dryden, he makes the following apology f< 
absence of several performers from England : 



Dent. 

fer inEdinburgh, of die name of Robert Dnim- 
hohad been employed to print one of theedi- 
iie Gentle Shepherd, having, after tlie rebellion 
, published a satirical poem, called the Town 
containing a smart attack on Mr. Druromond, 
Mt of Edinburgh ; Dr. Wishart, principal of the 
J 5 Dr. Webster, one of the ministers of the 
ad several other eminent whig characters ; — a 



icthren have from Thames to Tweed departed, 
OQF sisters, all the kinder hearted, 
bantmgh gone, or coacht or carted." 

A. S. 

of Oicm very estimable men ; a circumstance 
■kes it the more surprising, that they should 
ntenanced the singularly oppressive proceed- 
ch were adopted against tlic printer of this 
d*csprit. One of the severest things in it 
insinuadon that Dr. Webster, who was much 
snfidence of the town council, and its right 
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prosecution was instituted against lum before tl 
gistrates, that Is, before the very iudividiiaU wh« 
themselves among the parties satirised and con 
ing. The judgement was such as migbt be ez] 
from irritated men deciding in their own cause, 
found that " the poem contained many scanc 
seditious, calumnious, and malicious eipresK 
and tiiey therefore ordered the printer, Robert 1 
mond, " to be carried to prison, and thence, < 
25th of November, betwixt the hours of tweli 
one, to the cross of Edinburgh, there to stand 
headed with a label on hb breast, inscribed 
* For printir^ and publishing a faUe, teandalou 
defamatory libel ;' till all the copies seized of the 
should be burnt by tiie hangman ; then to lie i 
son till he should give bond to remove out of tt 
and liberties, and not return for a year on p 



people of Edinburgh preserve many amusing 
lections, it was rather too bad to take a poor sati 
task for a mere over-measurement 

Let us hope, that the reverend doctor himsel 
no active share in this inglorious prosecution ; 1 
himself a poet of no mean pretensions ; and, 
dcatii, in the 76th year of his age, left behind 
character, distinguished for liberality and benevo 
Hitiierto, Dr. Webster has been little, if at all, 1 
in the light of a poet, and his claims to that cha 
rest, it is believed, on a single piece, which Pin! 
has printed b his Select Scotish Ballads, vol. iJ 
3S, without being aware of the name of the a 
It is a piece, however, of rare merits in eleganc 



N 
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ig, and suffering imprisonment till the 
the year was run, and to be deprived of 
^ of a freeman for a year." An ap- 
) made to the Court of Justiciary for 
of this unjust and cruel sentence, but 
iL Poor Drummond underwent the 
iment awarded ; his printing office was 
1 his workmen, of whom he had em- 
iriderable number, were thrown idle on 

e works which Drummond had most re- 

I, was the edition of the Gentle Shepherd. 

passing through the hands of hb com- 

had committed to memory some of its 

scenes, which they used to take pleasure 



vals even the efifiisions of Catullus. It 
D allusion to a real event ^ his own mar- 

y of noble family. The following is the 
iza: 

ould I venture to luve ane like thee, 
ot despise a poor conquest like me ? 
ay admirers, could look wi' disdain, 
I was nacthiiig, yet pitied my pain ? 
nrhile they teas'd you with nonsense and 

al the passion the vanity*s less." 
irough that silence which others despise, 
; beaus were a-tauking, read luve in ray 

S. A. S. 



) 



i 
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in reciting among themselves; and now tfaj 
were fleprived of employment by the min 
master, tJic idea happily struck them of atten 
public representation of the comedy for thtar c 
bi'nciit The manager of tlic theatre, then i 
in tlie Canongate, readily agreed to give them 
of his stage -, and the great body of the publi 
prehending especially the middling and lowei 
liitiierto tlie most adverse to theatrical represex 
Hrere induced, from compassion for the fate of 
mond and his men, the victims of power, to i 
their prejudic(*s for a moment, and to regard tl 
hie attempt with tliat silent acquiescence, wh 
leaving the young and gay-hearted to follow 1 
clinations, had all the effect of a more open 
raf;t>ment On tlie first performance of the 
the house was crowded in every part ; and it 
peated several successive nights to such ni 
audiences, that tiers of benches were erecte 
the stage to accommodate the overflow. The 
ses of the suffering printers were thus, in a grc 
sure, relieved ; but a more general and lasting 
tage, derived from tliese representations, v 
cessation of that rooted antipathy which a i 
people, still warm witli convert zeal, had, t 
persiHted in maintaining towards the enterta 
of the stage. Tlic multitude being thus draj 
it were, by sympatliy for oppressed merit} to 
terdictcd regions of pleasure, were induced '* 
the forbidden fruit, and, pleased with the relL 
fed plenteously. Finding themselves not pou 
the sweets, they returned to tlic feast with an ii 
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9 and brought with them fresh guests to par- 
the endcing fare.*" 

36, Ramsay removed from his original dwel- 

poBte Niddry Street, to a bouse at the east 

the Luckenbootbs, afterwards occupied by 

bookseller and author, (the late) Provost 

IfVith this shop, he changed his sign, and, 

of the witty heathen Mercury, pat up the 

r two modem sons of the Muses, Drummond 

iMHsden, and Ben Jonson. " Here,'* says 

is biographers, " he sold and lent books to a 



poely a season has since passed at Edinburgh 
I representation of the Grentle Shepherd ; but 
ance of the town's pec^Ie has constantly been 
for some character or other, as it is almost an 
ility for a company of comedians, chiefly se- 
»m England, to fill up the parts with propriety 
Scotch audience. Some years ago, the Gen- 
acrd was converted into modem English by 
Tickle, Esq. ; and, according to Jackson, 
jly executed, strongly cast, and excellently 
d, at the Theatre Royal Drury Lane." It 
red, notwithstanding, but an indifferent rt*- 
ind was never able to obtain a place in the 
una of England. If both the version and 
g were good, the fault must of course havt* 
ihe intrinsic merits of the piece ; but is it 
liktrlv that both were indifferent, than that a 
roplc, SO intelligent as tlie Scotch, should 
ncrc nationality for eenius? a. i^. 

1.] 
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late period of hu Life ; here, the iwits of Edinba 
used to meet for their amusement and for informati* 
and here Gay, a congenial poet, (" a little pleas 
man," says Mr. Tytler, " with a tye ^ng,") ' 
wont to look out upon the exchange in Edinburgh 
order to know persons and ascertain characten 
Ramsay is said to have been the first bookselle 
Scotland who " lent books," or established wha 
called a circulating library. After his death, the « 
lection, which he had made for thb purpose, pas 
into the hands of Mr. Sibbald, and subsequently i 
those of Mr. Mackay, by whose respective additi 
to it, it has been rendered the first establidimai 
the kind in Edinburgh, and perhaps in Great Brit 
In 1728, Ramsay published a second quarto 
lume of poems ; and, in the following year, an < 
tion of Uie same in octavo. In 1730, appeared 
** Thirty Fables," and, with these, his poetic lab( 
appear to have ceased. His conduct, m this reap 
presents another striking instance of his characten 
prudence. In a letter to Smibert, the painter, 
says, " I e'en gave over in good time, beftire 
coolness of fancy that attends advanced yean she 
make me risk the reputation I had acquired. 



* " Of this house no vestiges now remain ; for, as 
beanty and magnificence of the High Street had b 
long disfigured by the cumbrous and gloomy bn 
ings, called the Luckenbooths, they were a few y> 
ago completely removed." 

Ly't of' Ramsay, by Temtant, 
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Yne twenty-four to five and forty 
[y nnise was neither sweer nor dorty, 
[y Pegasos wad break his tether 
;*en at the shagging of a feather, 
jid throogh ideas scour, like drift 
breaching his wings up to the lift : 
hen, then my soul vras in a low, 
hat gart my numbers safely row, 
>ut eild and judgment 'gin to say, 
et be your sangs and learn to pray." 

36, his attachment to the drama led him to 
incipal part in the erection of a new theatre 
ber^s Close ; but it had scarcely been erected, 
act for licensing the stage was passed, and the 
es, taking advantage of it, ordered the house 
t up. Ramsay is said to have sustained con- 
pecuniary loss by this unfortunate project, 
ly rash one, perhaps, in which he ever en- 

.y now withdrew entirely from the sphere of 
5 and speculations, and sought, in the circle 
nily and the society of a few chosen friends, 
solations which are best fitted to smooth the 

path of life. In a letter which he wrote 
5 period to Smibert, he gives the following 
picture of his latter years. 

a centiirv of vears have now rowed o'er mv 
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iiierly ; yet here and there arc to be found good and 
wurthy men, who arc an honour to human life. We 
have .sidhU hopes of seeing you agun in our auld 
world -f tl)en let us he virtuous and hope to meet in 
heaven. My good auld wife is still my bed-fellow. 
My son, Allan, has been pursuing your science since 
he was a dozen years auld ; was with Mr. Hyffidge, 
at London, for souie time, about two years ago; has 
been .since at home, i>aiiitiiig here like a Raphael ; 
sets out for the seat of the Beast, beyond tlie Alps, 
within a month hence, to be away about two years. 
I'm swear U) part with him, ))ut canna stem the cur- 
rent which flows from the advice of his patrons and 
his own inclination. I have three daughters, one of 
itcvcntexn, one of sixteen, and one of twelve yews 
old ; and no one wally draggle- among them— all fine 
^irN. These ^ix or seven years, I have not written a 
line of jwetry." &c. 

Among the few " good and worthy men who were 
an honour to human life,*' and witli whom Ramsay 
cultivated habits of familiar interrours(\ the principal 
were Sir John Clerk of Pcnnycuik, and Sir Alexander 
Dick of Preston-field, lH*tween whose country resi- 
dences tlte poi^t generally divided the greater part of 
his summer montlis. Witli most of the contemporary 
poets, he ke])t up a friendly correspondcnce~-with 
Gay, who had visited Edinburgh partly on purpose to 
ficc him — with Pope, to whom Gay used to read and 
interpret the works of the Scottish bard — withSomer- 
ville, tlie author of tlu> Chace, who has returned hi^ 
poetical salutations in two epistles — with Mallet, 

he that cou'd in tender strains 

lUisc Margaret's plahiing shadci 
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: distress that chills the veins 
William's crimes are red ;* 

1 the Hamiltons, of Bangour and Gil- 

e had no desire of adding to his claims 
; esteem by new productions, he still 
isionally to write epistles in verse, and 
ices, for the entertainment of his pri- 
When urged by one of them to give 
his woriss to the press, he said/that he 
:lined, if it were in his power, to recall 
he had already given, and that, if half 
rks were burnt, the other half, like the 
would become more valuable by it 
; lost his wife, who was buried in the 
le Greyfriars. 

]ibly soon after this period, and in the 
uishing his shop, the business of which 
trosperously under his superintendence, 
ed on erecting a house, in which he 
ie remainder of his days in dignified 
lie spot which he chose was on the 
3f that high ridge, which terminates in 
I eminence on which the castle of Edin- 
t, and almost immediately under the 
commanding a noble reach of scenery, 
b of the Forth on the east, to the swel- 
ls on the west, and stretching far across 



by Ramsay, to Mallet, previous to 
)tland. 
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lu the givcQ hills of Vite ; cmbncing, in Ih 
spicf, fvfry vMiety of beiuly, elegance, 

taste thjui the ntructore be lenred upon it, 1 
sical itvic of which became tbe derisioQ of 
Haniiay. however, Ihougbt it a ckif ^auv. 
tectiiie. On one nccuion, ho «■* shewit 
■ODie ciulla^oD, tn Lord Elibuik ; but rei 
tlie uine time, Umt the wig; of the town 
to a ", goose pje." " Indeed, AUan," 
lordship, " now that I see jau in it, I 
name 13 verj- appropriate." 

Here Ramsaj past the last twelve jean 
in an envinble atale of philosophic ease. I, 
however, gire up hi« shop till the jear 1T6; 
which he did not long survive. On the 7t 
ory, nj8, he died, in the setenty -second, 
■gu. He HIE buried t>e]ide liii wife is the 
Chiirch-j-anl ; and, in the rcconl of that 
standi tiiiu simply enrolled : 

" Allan Ramsay, poet, who died of old 

As jcl, however, thete b " no stotie 
laark the ipot where Ids ashes lie ; a ni 
shame of which his deictndanls and bis c 



* This neglect has, iftcf the lapse of 
half * century, been very recently repun 
erection of a roonumenl, which, in everj 
the iiuctiptioa upon it, b said to be woti 
poet's fame. 
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ij wiihoat some fnil maaaml, " nised bj 
•ads." Ib 1759, Sir Jama Clerk, the son 
tefs hiftad. Sir John Clerk, erected, at the 
at o# Pennycoiky an elegant obelisk to his 
widi the following inscription : 

ABano Ramsay, Foetae egregio 

i Fatu concessit nx. Jan. mdccltiix. 

Amico patemo et suo 

3Ionnmentnm inscribi jossit 

D. Jacobns Clerk 

Anno MoccLix. 

le ingenious Lord Woodhooselee has, also, 
near the supposed scene of the Gentle Shep- 
astic temple, which is thus elegantly dedica- 
e memory of the poet : 

AxuLHO Ramsay, et Genio LocL 

^Tsonal appearance and character of Ramsay 
m described by himself, with a degree of 
i minuteness which leaves his biographer little 
y. The description occurs in one of his 
ddressed " to Mr. James Arbuckle," written 
' those who might " speer what like a carlie 

mprimis then for tallness, I 
im five feet and four inches high ; 
L black-a-vic'd, snod, dapper fellow, 
•'or lean nor overlaid wi' tallow, 
Vi' phiz of a Morocco cut, 
lesembliug a late man of wit ; 
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AuM g»bbet Sper, wha was mt cinuuiig* 
To be a dammie ten yean niniuiig. 

Then for the fabric of mv mind. 
Tis mair to mirth than grief incfia'd ; 
I rather chuse to laugh at folly, 
Than shew dislike by melancholy ; 
Weel judging, a sour heavy face 
Is not the truest mark of grace. 

I hate a drunkard or a gluttoa. 
Yet Tra nae fae to wine and mutton : 
Great tables neVr ongagM my wishes 
When crowded with oVr mony dishes ; 
A healthfu' stomach, sharply set. 
Prefers a b«ck-sey,* pipin het. 

I ncvor could imagin*t ticious 
Of a fair fame to be ambitious : 
Pfoud to be thought a comic pocU 
And let a judge of numbexs know it ; 
I court occasion thus to shew it. 

Second of thirdly — Pray take heed, 
Ye's get a short swatch of my creed. 
To follow method negadvely 
Ye ken takes place of poutivcly : 
Weel then, I*m ndtfier Wliig nor Tory, 

Nor credit give to purgatory. 

• • • • • 

Know positively, Tm a Chribtian, 
Believing trutlis, and thinking five, 
Wuhing thrawn parties wad agnee. 

Say wad ye ken my gate o' fending 
My income, management, and spend 

• SiikHn. 
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^0Tcry poetry, indeed, 


HMiwbftatttw. 


rfbwiKu. Of thU, the 



tmmSc dherimlnitlon «{di vbich he lafiihed hii 
km, and Ae akiD wiA which, tbongh Ktllj a mia 
•kmg p*r7 feelingi, be contrived to iteei tfarou^ 
I, trtthout inconing (he dittike of any puty, tSbid 
|h pcoot Not was BAmsay slow to anrir tba 
My iriidom wluiji leguUted die ina^Miatiau of 
■He ; ma may be leea in bii Ancwci to an Brittle 
AeFmcity of Poeti, which be^ wUfa flu fol- 

Dmt ABao, wMi yoni leave alkHrme 
To uk yon bat ooe qneitiiM, cMI, 



And not u pour u inj dnil f 
Hii uiswei overflows wiUi sinceriljr : 

That many  tliriftteu poet'i poor 
Is what Ihuy very wcel deserve, 

'Cause aft tbeii muse lunu cammmi - 
And fluien fools that let Ibem star 

That Ramsay's poetry gained any tfal 
wondrous degree of discrelion,il»oiildbe 
affinn. The boldest flight which hii nusi 
was in his Vision, when he pfiuiedwiutbi 
avow. Dr. Beattie, in writing of this poei 
when Die name of the anlhor was as yet 
llius eipicises his d|Hnion of it : " Hit I 
pHin, of modem times, thn( I have seen { 
the title pretends that it was wiilten foi 
years ago, I have reason lo Ihiny that it wa 
in this cimlury) is called Tki Vitian. I a 
to lliink, that the aalhor of i(, whoevei fa< 
have read ArbuUuiol's History of John ! 



noble i 



g 11^ 



Acatioo, superior to 
kind. I suspect that it is the woik of son 
Ihe family of Stuart, and diet it must have 
posed about Ihe year 1715." Soma of I 
aie noble, indeed ; his description or"Gri 
may suffice for an example : 

A man with aspeckkynd 

Richt auld lyke. and bauld lykc, 

With baird thre quarten skinl. 



\ 
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Sae bnuf Ijke, and graif lyke, 
He seemt to be a sanct* 

Grit daring dartit frae his ee, 

A braird-sword schogled at his thie, 

On hia left arm a targe ; 
A thinnand speir fiird his richt hand. 
Of stalwart mak in bane and brawnd. 

Of just proportions large ; 
A various ndnbow-colourt plaid 
Oare his left spaul he threw 3 
Down his braid-back, frae his quhy te held. 
The silver wymplers grew ; 
Amaisit, I gaisit. 
To se led at command, 
A strampant and rampant 
Ferss lyon in his hand. 

[n none of his other pieces has Ramsay reached 
deration displayed in this ; although many inci- 
ital flights might be quoted, which shew that the 
 in which he indulged, in this secret effusion, was 
it to which his poetic nature inclined more than to 
f other : take, for example, the following passages, 
ich are quite captivating for the vigour and bril- 
Bcy of imagination which they display. 

From two impassioned Lovers. 

Sun, gallop down the westlin skies. 
Gang soon to bed an' quickly rise ; 
O, lash your steeds, post lime away, 
An' haste about our bridal da^ ! 
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An' if ya're wearied, bosest Ugl 



Now Sol wi' ha Ung whip g>e cr 
Upon h'u nidieriog cooicc'i bacl 
To gar them Uk Iti' Ol^mpiui b] 

Wi' a carl taul o' hltaing day ! 
Tale of the.Th 

It Is greatlj lo be regielted, tbou^ p 
Ibe uithar't icconnt, than Ihot of Ibe i 
light in genuine poelrj, tbat Raiaia}i d 
rerisil the region! of fancy. He has i 
great mass of indiSerenl poettj, wMc 
doDbt hii abijltj to have anpplanted b] 
loTC of pIcBiing, and of profiting b; the 
led him b> make rslhcr inordioalc sacril 
been Ibe mcani of augmenting tiie i 
worlu bj a nnmber of piece), coDdolal 
plimentary, which add nothing (d hii bi 

The merit! of the Gentle Sbepheid 
lowed, by all critirj, to be of a veiy h 
wai itanuay'i own hope, that he migh 
with TauD and Gnarini ;" and the ilalioi 
poateritj liu not denied him. In lii 
ijiiali^ by whicli pailoial poclij oug 
diitinguiihed, he liai strong claimi b 
higher than either of the Italian bardi. 
Shephetd, we find few jueli conceit! 
as abound in (he ^nuala, but more eap 
Paitor Fido. Tie fable has a tiigli def 
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•^kioMMiiiid fcntioMBiti are iiAtnraly md 
y ifcilglKftiny idi<— tfSc V 

tMea," en wfaich Ramsay Umfelf juatiy set 
S affaMttfe, if at an, mferior to his eoiiiedy» 
loa^nalskiU in staiy-teUiiig^ aodabooiid 
aad kunov. Tha «^ Three Bonets'' and 
k€brti and Hkt Cheese^' are amoiig tiie best 
nA aii^ t»a MiUbr^s ff^a" would peihapa 
• tnlplaoe, were it not so dose apai»- 
Jhakm^sFnin ef BenriL 
Vg wiifcer, 'Ramsay does not lanklugb. A 
iwl ilhilag eneqy is tiie great defect in all 
:fions ni this dass. Many of tliem» how- 
retakthebpopalaiity ; and tfiis liiey coold 
doi^ wiihoat possessing TCfy oon^dcfable 
heLaiaof FMie'slGU,* tiie Yeikw Haired 
'aseweU toLodiaber, Bcasy Bell and Maiy 
( among those wludi ^ffcu to stssd tiie 
moeof lengthened renown, 
d^ generally, Bamsay had tiie great merit 

parish of Keith Hall, in Aberdeenshire, dis- 
1 tiiat of Galston in Ayrshire the honour of 
th to this song. In the Statistical Account 
fall, '< The Lass's" iaOier is said to have been 
of PaiU*t Mill in that parish. One SSmgs- 
of Boddom, in New Machar parish, made 
t to cany her off, but was interrupted by a 
very rou^y handled by her father, who 
Biadc John Andenmu 

on the other hand, in one of his letters to 
iscm, gives the following as the genuine his- 
e song. He says, he had it from Sir Wil- 

.] 
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of liei 


rg the fint to retlore the Scoltnh M 


nxin: 


gub, dftet k ItpK of neuJ; a centui 


■ihkb 


>liF bad been wuting bet itrengtb in a 


gu*ge 


. Ever linge the ■ccewion of Jsdki 


E„gli. 


b thnmc, ScDlimeii of talenli bid 






longupf beciDM 
u'plabic to the ear of ilicir pedautJc piu 
ioDkJ prejudicoi niiile Ihem arcrK tottt 
!» of IhR KDglisb, tlic; had recouise to 
Juoei affected to ipeik and write ' 
, Hence the quantity of nqoisite poi 



tty , in the IMicix PoMnnim Seattnm, or Coi 
the bcaulin of theBcottish Latin wtltela of ti 
Itamiaj, obliged by neceuity to rely on t 
of i>i9 native tongue, ibcwed^ bj hii algnaJ 
il, huw unwisely it had been abandoned i i 
ing away all the popularity after bhoj wbsui 
iiii'sni of bringing back into the tame coum 
made the meed of fame the object of their i 



iiamCuntiingham, of Robeitland, who had ii 

Earl of Loudoun. 

" Allan Bsmsay icu residipg at Loudo 
with the then Earl, fatlicr to Eul John ; and 
noon riding or walking out together, tail Ion 
Allan paued a sweet romantic tpot on Ini 
•tUI called "Fatie'* Mill," where a bonle 
*' tedding bay bareheaded on tlie green." ". 
ubtcrvi'd to Allan, that It woold be a fine t 
a sung. Hatnjiay took the hint, and iingerinj 
he composed ihc first sketch of it, which he 
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WILLIAM MESTON. 



I tlie moir reniBrkable adventuiers in Ibc le- 

sf 1715 wu William ateilon, PrafesHiE uf 
^y in the MsFiicliBl College o( A(>eTd'>ei). 
itKnn in Ihe parkli ol Midmai aboul the jcar 
tod wsi the sonar a blackainith, muchrHped- 
lag his Tieighbaura for his mroimatian nod sr- 
YooBg MmloD hiTing evinced, in liis early 

grest qnickness of parts, his father, notwidl' 
If bis nanow means, resolved thai the hoy 
'ffmut no advantage whith a liberal edocstlnn 
inpply, to gire him a fair chance of rising Id 
niKBce in the world, wlwh, in his parental 
ity, he saw dawning upon hiin. Alter he bail 
•d all lliat was lo be leanieJ ai Hit viHai^e 
, be «m tent lo the Mariichal College, Aber- 
Anong hii fellow studeata, he became apeedily 
mlbed fra bii diligence and ituinnienli, and 
be had completed hb academic itndie), was 

upon ai a young man lo whom the road to 
ad fottuiK was open. To (he biber, lo wtioie 
kj be was so much indebted for arrtring at thb 

be afterwards testified his gratitode by a mo- 
lt ecectB) in Iho parish ehuich of Midmai, on 
■B epit^b Is inscribed, which is praised by Dr. 
e, in the Statistical Accoonl, for its " pore and 
■IMyle." 
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view of beguiling the lonely houra of their retreat, is- 
supposed to have first p^ his court to the Muses^. 
Several of the talcs, which he afterwards published 
under the title of «< Moth(>r Grim's Tales," are bM to 
have been com|>08ed at this time ; and there b a 
Jacobite song writtt'n by him, called " The Bonny - 
Ladic,** which l)can unquestionable marks of Um 
same outcast nativity. The song, of which the fbl- 
lowbg are the words, shews considerable skill in ▼€!- 
sification. 

The Bonny Ladie. 

How long sliail our land thus suffer dutresses, 
Whilst tyrants, and strangcis, and traitors, oppress ui? 



army, to visit Mrs. Ogiivy, the lady of the gotemor 
of the fortress. Having obtained this permission, 
Mrs. Granger, who was a resolute woman, packed Uf 
the crown among some clothes, and carried it out c 
the castle in her lap ; her maid, at the same tim 
carried the sword and sceptre on her back in a b 
of flax. Tliti English general {wlitely assisted M 
Granger to mount her horse, llie regalia were k 
sometimes in the church of Kinneff, a>nccaled w 
the pulpit, and, at otlier times, in a double botto 
bed in the Manse, till the Restoration in 1660, ^ 
they were deliveicd t > Mr. George Ogiivy, wb 
stored them to Charles the Second. For this 
service, Mr. Ogiivy was made a baronet; a 
John Keith, brotlier to the Earl Marischal 
created Earl of Kintore ; but honest Mr. Gran/ 
his wife had neither honour nor reward. 

Fmrtfith't Ikautkt of Set 
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Hoit long shall uur aid utd once bitvc wiTJikp nalioa 
Tfans tunel; tubnjit la a bue lUurpaUoi) > 

Still mua iH be ml iMIct ths CrailiB-f art wadie, 
'Till tut gn a light of Durain bsiHiij ladit. 
How long (hall we lark '. How lon^ shall we [angui.^ti ^ 
Wilh onr &cea dejected, and oor beatti full of nn- 

ttow long shall the whigs, ptrvcrling all reason, 
(Ml hoimtiDeii roguei, and lojillj tresaon.' 

JDiU null ica it ud, ^c. 
0, Htwens I have pit;, with favour prpTeal* ui. 
Bedeeni ub Iidid strangers, who sadly tormcnl us -, 
From atheists and deists, indwhiggiih opinions. 
Dor king retutn buck to hii rightful dominions. 
nen roguti ihail bt ud, and hontit mrn toadit, 
tntn Ih< Ihnme in poiien'd by our sin bonng ladit. 
TIk cbmch that's oppress'd, our tDonarcb shall cherish ; 
TIk Uod sbatl hare peace, the MuKt shall flouri^ ; 
Eadi heart shall be glad, but the uhign will b« torrj' 
IVheu the king i;u^ his own, em) Jeliovab the glotj. 
Then TOgnes ihatl bt sad, ^c^ 
Ithasbeen sairi.tliat, sflet the publication of the 
* at Amneit;, Mr. Meslou might have been te- 
nd to liis chair in Marischal College, if he would 
'c taken the oaths required by govemmetit ; but 
I &n integrity and disdain, alike becuming his 
acter and bis age, for lie was as yet but in his 
.^-seveatli year, he chose rather to begin tha 
I again, and face every hardsbiji, Ihan make any 

'Mrent," iii the scriptural acceplalioD of d^ifuU 
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V^hilc tlie Countess Maiischal lived, to whom nd 
i small independence the family attainder hgppily 
i not reach, Mr. Meston found, under her roof, a 
«roc ; tlie kind hospitality of which he amply lepaid, 
y being the delight of every one who Tinted her 
idyship, for his conversational powers in which I 
.'ich vein of pleasantry is described to have predomi- 
nated. 

On her ladyship's dqath, he was once mors drhea 
to have recourse to his scholastic talents for t sabiit- 
tence. In conjunction with his brother, Mr* Samncl 
Meston, to whom their praiseworthy father had abo 
given an academic education, he opened an academy 
at Elgin, for the instruction of young gentlemen hi 
all the branches of knowledge taught at the imiver- 
sity. The undertaking, at first, succeeded well ; i 
was resorted to by the flower of the youth of tir 
northern counties; and there is no doubt, that, 
duly attended to, it might have been the means 
procuring him a comfortable subsistence ; butMes' 
was of too jovial a disposition, and had lived 
long on social habits, to fall into that couiae of » 
regularity so necessary for academic example ; ' 
allowed to have neglected his pupils for the m 
his friend, his bottle, and his book. The aca 
sunk in reputation, and became, at last, so dei 
that Meston found the only chance he had of 
ing his error was to abandon it, and open anot7 
different place. 

Mr. Meston's intention of leaving Elgin 
sooner known among his friends, tlian the 
of Enrol, whom he had the honor to reckc 
the number, generously invited him to fix 



■r rendeocc on Turreff, in Aberdcenjhire, oBw- 
B Ae occupalion, rest free, of & muuion ia 
ihgc, belonging to tht Eirol fsmil;. Tlie offer 
kleiullj accepted, lad. in  eliuit time, Mr. 
I vaa again seen at the liead of a flouiiiliii^ 
ly. Hia mode of life appears to have become 
Mr eiemplarj ; but misfortune, iiotwitlis(aiiil'> 
U puCBDed him. A quaiiel happened betvieen. 
ibe jDung gentlemen of bit academy, one of 
•tabhed llie other ; and , allhau|;h no bituue 
le imputed to Mr. Mcston on account of the 
pftte occurrence, man; ptuenU, appieheiuiie 
lu accidents, withdrew their children, and teft 
leatOD, Tot the second time, a teacher without 

I Tuneff, he now remiived to Montroje ; and. 



■ere. went to Pertli, where be waa induced U> 

public leaching, to become tutor to the chiU 

Mr. Oliphant. of Gsik. 

< family, he continued fcreral yenra ; bulhis 

pDnioi; to ful, be repaiied, for the benefit of 

■lers, toPeterheBd,wberehewutupported 

Ibe bountj of hia old friend, the Connlesa 

'ho evinced an aaaiduity of attention to his 

iik is above all praise. 

roa now, bowerer, on the gallop down die 

lad been the scene of his higheat honoqn 
went from Feteibead to Aberdeen, wbern 
1 a lingering ilhiess in death, in the 
year 1745, and fifty-seventh year of bii 
ains were interred. In a private maimer. 
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in the Bpital church of Old Aberdeen ; md, n 
obscuritj, they still moulder, withoat • itooe < 
8criptioii» to nuuk the grave of the num who 
posed many admired epitaphs for others, iriio 
the sleep of death aroiuid him. 

The productions which Mestoa has left behim 
are all poetical, and were first collected ia a ima 
lame, pablisfaed at Edfaibnrgfa in 1707. Tbej 
ust of ** the Knight," printed as early as 1 
*' Mother Orim's Tales -y" a second part of tiie 
by Mother Grim's gruftdson, Jodoimi, widi a 
Latm title, and containing several jdeces faithe 
language ; and, lastly, some songs. 

In his larger pieces, Meston appears to have 
Butler his model ; and, like all men who ara i 
considerate as to form themselves on the model 
day, has suffered by it in permanent reputation, 
possessed genius enough to have seemed to tiie 
of Meston an ever^luring celebrity ; but, with i 
digality as censurable in intellectual as in w< 
concerns, gave up to party feeling and local c 
those exertions, of which immortality might hav 
the harvest It must be confessed, too, that M 
is inferior to the model of his selection ; But 
sometimes low in his humour, but very seldom 
except when his verses are viewed abstractedly 
the heroes of his satire ', but Meston is often 
lower, and in any sense in which a reader ohu 
regard him. 

The charms of hu conversational powers hare 
before alluded to. The editor of the Edinbnrgl 
tion of his works nays, that " he possessed ai 
common fund of wit and humour, in the timi 
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JOHN HOME. 



In the romantic ode by Collins on tiie Saperal 
of the Highlands, we meet with a singalar In 
of poetical prediction ; it "would seem as if tht 
had canght a portion of that aecond sigiht, 
holds so eminent a place in the superstitions 1 
scribes. He had not long before formed, at Wii 
ter, an acquaintance with a Scottish licentiate, < 
name of John Home, who was then on a ir 
England ; and discovered in him so congei 
poetic spirit, that he not only dedicated to hi 
Ode on the Superstitions, but ventured, in tb 
stanxa, thus to pre6gure his future eminence : 

** Home,thonretum*8t from Thames, whose Naiad 
Have seen thee lingering, with a fond delay, 
'Midst those soft friends, whose hearts, somefntai 
Shall melt perhapi to hear thy tragie eong. 

It is probable, that Home had communicaj 
Collins some spedmcns of his dramatic talei 
though none of those which are before the publ 
be traced to so early a date. Home was, at thii 
in his twenty-fourth or twenty-fifth year. H 
bom in the parish of Ancrum in Roxboighshi 
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.7t4; itndied M Ediuburgb, and wu licenMd lo 
itcoch Uie gospel in 1747. 

While at Ibe oniyeraily. Home formed one of a 
ompan; of toent; students, wbo, on the intcnup- 
ioD given totbeir iludies bj the rebellion of 1J45. 
Serai theii leivices to acl as voluateeri witli the 
oyal fotccs -, but, from a waul of union or teal, oi 
f both, soon Bfteraards dispersed IhemsdveB. Mr. 
Icaae, however, nliuse patiiotic ardour appesra to 
aie eiceedeil that of bis companions, relaioed his 
rat, and oarched witli a detachment uf (he rojal 
tmy to Fatkirk. In the disgraceful ruuM, for it 
anoot b(L called battle, which befel the king^a army 
n that neigh bourhood, Home waa taken pritoner by 
be rebels, and sent to J>Dunc Castle, on tbe bonlen 
if Ibe Higldande. Frum this place, however, be, in 
I abort time, contrived to etFect lus escape, otid, on 
be rcsloratloa of tranqulltilj aflei tbe batl!« of Cnl- 
ndea, returned to tbe university, to complete his 
.tudlet for tbe church. On entering into onlerB, bis 
lOpea did not probably extend beyond sitting down 
'or life, the dull parson of some country pariah ; sad 
B matching from his supposed destiny the interme- 
Jiale opportunity of paying a visit to England, be 
mtb gratified a natural desire of extending big know- 
edge of tbe world, and threw himself in the vray of 
icqtuiing a degree of Tefin«neat which could &ot be 
•ipected amid the party feudi of Ibe norOtera metro- 
ptdia. VVben in London, there can be little donbt 
Ant he drank deeply of the pleaiuret of theatrical 
■q irea mtatiop ; and crude a hia ideaa of dramatic 
Act moit hare been ftom any thitig he conid, at 
Ibat peiiod, have seen in Scotland, they could not 
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fail to be wonderfully enlarged and corrected, bj 
witnessing, with his own eyes, the perfohnancei of 
such masters of the art, as a Garrick, a Baiiy, and 
others, wiio, at tliat period, shed so much Instiie on 
the English stage. Had Mr. Home, the probalionerf 
nercT visited England, it is probable, that Mr. Koaie, 
the parish minister, would nev^ have committed what 
the church, to which he belonged, deemed so great a 
sin, tliat of writing one of the most beautiful drir 
matic productions in tlic English language. 

In 1750, Mr. Home received a presentatioii to (he 
church of Athelstaneford in East Lothian, on (he 
demise of the Rev. Robert Blair, the celebrated au- 
thor of ** The Grave.'' From the quiet of this ob- 
scure retreat, he used frequently to resort to the capi- 
tal, to enjoy tlie pleasures of enlightened ioelety. 
Several of the most eminent men of that period had 
instituted a society in Edinburgh, for liteiaiy and 
philosophical disquisition, and of this Mr. Home be- 
came a distinguished member. Among his aasociatea 
were Mr. Wcddcrbum, afterwards Eari of Roaalyn 
and Lord High Chancellor of England ; Feiguaon, 
Hume, and Robertson, the historians ; and Dr. Blair, 
tlie rhetorician and divine. The poetic fire with 
which a Collins had discovered Home to be so largely 
fraught, could not miss of being fanned into a fiame 
by such society as this. A year or two had not 
(^lapsed, after his settlement at Athelstaneford, before 
Home had a tragedy already prepared, to try its feiw 
tune on tlie stage. It was called Agis, and founded 
on a passage of Lacedemonian history. With the ma* 
iinscript in his pocket. Home stoic off to London ; 
but, to his great mortification, found, that he could 
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ddI pTcrall on the maoaiers of the melropolitan thia- 
tn to disGoiec either a good piot or gaod poetry m 
his pioduclion. Witltaut salfeiing himsetf to \k da~ 
coonkged bj the failure, he redimpd home, onfl re- 
(oiyed on makiQg a second trial, by writing a tigw 
play, of nhich Scottaud should be tho Bcene, anil H 
Scotdsh itorf the lubject. When he hud completed 
hia labours, he p»d analliFt visit to London, and bill 
hb new production before Mr. GarHck. But he 
had to mststn all the bittemesi of a second rc- 
fiuaL Ganick thonght the plot too simple and des- 
titDlc of stage effect. The pl»y, of which the En- 
glish RoBdua pronounced this sage opinion, was thb 
Dovoxn, Bimplt, indeed, because nutnral in plot, 
but one of the moat efleclire prodnctioni eret repie- 
sesled on the British stage. In all piobability, Gar- 
rtck, vben be pfononnced tliis opinion, bad never 
md the {nece; it is on opiniort which hssmnch tlie 
w Of a [tieatrical slate citcaiai ; it stmds in need of 
no proof, fM it is no mote IJian aajing, " 1 can't tell 
bow it is, but it won't do." When the absorditj nf 
the criticism was afterwards demonstrateil bj the ci- 
tnoidinaTy success of the piaj. Ganick was as mutli 
mortified as the author could have been by its origmal 
rejection ; and, tliioughout the remainder of his life, 
he cuididiy confessed, that no urcumslBiice, in the 
conrae of liis thealricaJ mauHgement, eser gave him 
so much chagrin aa his refusal of Douglas. 

Home went back to Scotland, not, aa maj be well 
■apposed, without a strong feeling of disgust for En- 
gfisb critictim and English lilieralilj. Satisfied, how- 
erer. In his own mind, by a dispassionate comparlsiin 
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of his rejected production, ivitb other pieces which 
liad received the public approbation, that prejudice, 
and not taste, had presided at the determination of 
his fate ; fortified by the concurring sentimenta of his 
literary friends ; and conscious, at all events, that, if 
he could produce nothing better than Douglas, ^hreiy 
hope which he entertained of dramatic eminence 
must be at an end ; he determined on making one of 
tliose experiments by which desperation sometimes 
consecrates to itself the gratitude of mankind. Of 
the state of public opinion in Scotland about thu 
period, with respect to the stage, the following extract 
from Jackson's History will furmsh a striking plctoie* 
" No man of substance would step forward to pro- 
mote tlie erection of a fabric for the representation of 
profane pieces, excommunicated by the church and 
interdicted by law. Or could it have been possible 
to find a master-builder, hardy enough, in the face of 
the church's ban, to have encountered both the risk 
and the censure, which, by the erecting a building 
for the purpose of a theatre, he must have laid his 
account with, I scarcely think a journeyman could 
have been procured, bold enough to have handled a 
chissel or a hammer in forwarding the profane work ; 
nor even to have erected a bench. 

Where giggling girls and powder'd fops might sit. 
And crowd the house /or Satan's benefit. 

Even the accommodation of a roof was looked upon 
by tlic wary landlord as too great a hazard, where 
tlic owner was assured by his enthusiastic pastors, 
tliat the devil would be personified beneath it, and 
that the whole would vanish away in a flash of fire." 
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What then migbt be c^ipectcd to be the Ofnuioii of 
the people of Scollnnd, wilh rcspnl to & public 
repTCTenlallon of a piece, which »aa of & class nut 
only pnscfil>«i bj its faith, hul written by a. miiiiritiT 
of Ifaat faith? The storm, wbicb any attrmptof i)ii- 
kind wai inre to raise, oobod; could be blind enough 
not to perceivR : ;et, for the sake of fome, Ilonm 
boldljdaiedilall. 

The only Hstablislimcot in Edinburgh, at that pe- 
riod, for Uie performance of plays, was a small thea- 
tre in theCanongale, the property and loanagemcnl 
of which were in the hinds of some llberil-miaded 
gentlemen of the tovrn, aniung whom were some 
BKiDber) of the literary society to which Homo be- 
longed. Me had, of cour«^, no dithcQltyjj^i procur- 
ing a trinl at tbls theatre for the piece w ^jSi Garrick 
had rejected. Nothing could be more oompletc nt 
flnllering than Iti success ; the nicest jndgca of drn- 
matk: merit joined with (he throng In hcilaicliig on it 
anqoalified praiee ; and, for neaily a whole Beason, it 
contiDiied to be performed to crowded hooseg. 

The outcry which waa raised, in tlie mean timo, 
among the very religious part of the coiumunity, wa; 

im having renluied to be preseut at the performance 
of fliF play, ttie clrcamitance aoon got abroad, and 
il being conaderedawoeful aggravation of profanity' , 
(hat  play, written by a clergyman, should have been 
nineued by clergymen, the presbytery of Edinburgh 
i before it such of its members as had dared 
a widiin the walls of the cicommuniealod 
The Iranagrcasora were publicly censured ; 
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one was suspended fro tempore from his paatOTal 
office ; and circular letters were written to otfaef pre^ 
bytcrics, recommending the most rigorous meuures 
against all clergymen within their respective jurisdic- 
tions, as had presumed, or should presume, to be pie- 
sent at such profane spectacles. 

The recommendaUon contained in thii^ circular was 
promjitly followed by the neighbouring presbyteries. 
The presbytery of Glasgow in particolar, dwii^ 
none of its members were among the offenders, shew- 
ed great zeal on the occasicm ; making up in fictions^ 
(arising of course from want of information,) for the 
want of real delinquents to contend with. In a secies 
of resolutions which they promulgated on the subject, 
they first lamented " the melancholy but notour 
fact, that one, who is a minister of the church of 
Scotland, did himself write and compose a stage plajy 
entitled the Tragedy of Douglas, and got it to be 
acted in the theatre at Edinburgh ; and that he, with 
several other ministers of the church, were present, 
and some of them oftener than once, at the acting of 
the said play before a numerous audience." " Dee|rfj 
affected with this new and strange appearance," tibey 
proceeded to declare, that stage plays had '* been 
looked upon by the Christian church in all ages and 
of all different communions, as extremely prejudicial, 
to religion and morality •" although no fact could be 
more " notour*' among those who knew any thing of 
the matter, than that plays, in modem Europe, origi- 
nated with the Christian church, " the subjects being 
scriptural, the clergy the composers, the church the 
stage, and Sunday the time of exhibition ;" and al- 
though it was a fact equally certain, though less no* 
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bMt Ibc girtwral usembli^ of Ihe chuirJi of 
lad, of old, eKprFAalj admicied of thcalncai 
K, pTDTuded tbe labject wer? not scilptunJ. 

DiE^itiw, p. 145, 161.) On ttiu et- 
•■unplion, tile reierend pnabjlnj eaa- 
ith iccoDunendiiig lo Ifae geoenl usemblj, 

by a public act " their judgcmeal against 
lammcnls of Ibe tbeaBe," that " nuDislen 
lien maj be Koaible Ibsl the churcb of 
rin nmr pnilect her meaibeis in a practice 
■Utndiiig the tbealie) uabecDming Ibeic 

and of sucb penuc'ioiu teDdenc; ta (be 
(SU of leligim, induitr;^, and virtue." 
mbjlei; uf Haddington, lo which Mi. 
■elf betongel, sent him a citation la ap- 
c il, to annrer for the great scandal wliicb 
eft the means cf bringing on (be ucrtd or- 
ibat of Dalkei(b gave a dmilai mmmoiu tu 
I aunt intiinale friends and inveieiate »d- 
r.C*ri;te of InTcicdL. Neithet presbjluy, 
proceeded to judgement, but i^erm) the 
lOlb gentlemen to the general sjnod of Lo- 
Tneedale. A uant of fnim in the relcr- 
[t. Home's caae canaed it to be lemitted 



idjie aloDC, the ijnod wen called tn pm- 

fax •{Nrit in defence of his penecnled 
le attoided in bia pbice as a BeinbtT of 
, uid spoke wmnl; in his ntidkaliaD. He 
that, if there were any fault, H la; not at 
if (he acCDsed, bnt at bia own, whh vhoiB 
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the crime had originated ; and concluded his obitf- 
vadons in the words of the unfortunate Nisus : 



" Admm qui feci ; in meeonvtrtiufimum 
TanJtwn vrfelicem minium deUxit amieum." 

*' Me, me, he cried, turn all jour rage alone 
On me ; the fact confessed, the fault my Qiwn ; 
His only crime (if friendship could offend) 
Is too much love for his unhappy friend." 

Drydmu 

The energy of this appeal is said to have made t 
sensible impression on the members of the tynod^ 
and to have had the effect of greatly mitigatiBg As 
sentence which they were at first disposed to pass M 
Mr. Carlyle, on whom, next to Home himself, llw 
wrath of tlie religious world was chiefly turned. They 
contented themselves with declaring " tiieir hi||^ di^ 
pleasure with Mr. Carljle, for the step he had takes 
in going to the theatre, and strictly enjoined liini to 
abstain therefrom in time coming." 

Mr. Home did not wut fur the renewal of tiie pro- 
ceedings against himself; but prudently resolved t^ 
abandon a church, to the austerities of which be eoiddl 
not conform. On the fifth of June, 1757, be bedf 
farewell to his parishioners, in a sermon which it s^ 
to have been so pathetic as to draw tears from tki 
greater part of his audience ; and two days afler bf 
gave in a formal resignation of his charge to the 
bjtery of Haddington. 
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e onlj pmauieot eSect at nil tliis ootcr; is thu^ 
V, but trdj, teUted b; Hugo Amal, in bb 
■J of Edinhuigb. " The public altention lending 
Le to fUHiult that mtii nanm, in b gaod manneT 
■■ted the pTeJudifea wbich bad bitbeilo subdsted 
■t.lbe lUge." llie people of Sootland bad tcwg 
pd implicit credence to tbe analhemas of Ibeir 
n agBinit tbeatiical enlcrtainiBCiiU ; but now 
llicy saw tbeae paslon differing among liiem- 
I on the luhjcct, tbcj were tempted, bj an ine- 
le curiositj, lo take a nearer view than tbey bad 
lone with their own eyet of the debateable 
id i and ditcoverlng m ll i^ une of those utrcamB of 
p. or death-distilling Iteej with which it had 
lepieKnled to abonnd, tbc^ not only lo«t all the 
i thej Died to enteilaia fot this intcrdiclol 
B, hat acquired that strong yel chastened admi- 
' 3 inanj beauties, nhich the; have evei 
lo display.* 



" It 11 worthy of leniatk, that on the whole the 
ll have no great fondness for llie entertainment 
c theatre. The noiell; of tht appearance of 
Fety distinguished performer eicilis their atten- 
^ a short time, and produces crowded bousiu ; 
in general, the theatre is little aHmded by 
id people in the middle ranks of societ;. It is 
y mpported in Edinburgh by Jonng men, the 
t piactilioneis of the law, and stodents at tlic 
nily, and by tbe families of eountry gentlemen, 
(aide in Edinburgh during the nialer, who go 
er occasionally as to a place wl^ere Uiey aie to 
ly Ibanaelrea, and to sec other persons of their 
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Mr. Home now repaired to that great mart of talniti 
London, where the merits of his Donglas had , by tiiii 
time, acquired him a high reputation. In three 
months after its first appearance at Edinbur^, H 
had been brought forward on the London stage by 
Garrick, who showed every anxiety to fepur ffas 
mistake he committed in originally rejecting it ; ani 
after some slight hesitation on the part of the pnbB^ 
arising, no doubt, from over-excited hopes, its ex- 
cellence was universally acknowledged, and it became^ 
what it has ever since remained, one of the most 
attractive stock-pieces of the British drama. 

Among the individual tributes paid to Hie merits 
of Home about this period, two are paiticalariy de- 
serving of remembrance. One was from Dafid 
Hume, who dedicated to him his «Fonr Disser- 
tations," and complimented him on possessmg <*Ab 
true theatric genius of Shakespeare and Otway, re- 
fmcd from -tlie unhappy barbarism of the one, and 
licentiousness of the other :*' — ^An overstrained con- 
piiment certainly, yet saving that nnhappiest of af 
unhappy phrases, tlie " unhappy barbarisn** o 



own rank. Neither does this indifierence to iS 
theatre among tlie Scottish nation any longer i%9 
from religious opinions or prejudices. Sober fiunil 
find more pleasure in domestic soeiefy, or in 
visits of their acquaintances ; and when money if 
be expended, the social and more substantial p 
sure of giving and receiving good suppers or dn 
is greatly preferred." Fonyth, 
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tean, juit and diacriminating in the main.* 
«i liHnte wu fioin Mr. Blicridan, then loui*- 
the Dublin Tlieabe, and rmhec of Bicbwd 
t Sheridui, who sent inei to Mr. HnntB & 
k1kI> of lea gnincsa value, od which was u 
ion, uksonledglDg his smgulat mccil on hiv- 
iched the Engiiab itage nilh the tragedy of 

tho eitrnordinarj succeu nhich had aUmded 
me on his lirttadicntare, neither public EI- 
iD nor hit own aubitbin would probably have 
tigCed, had he not hailened to tepeni his cotut 
tragic miuc ; and yet il is a certain, tliougb 
ing fact, that it wuuld ha*e been nell for hia 
ui be lemplcd foitune no rartber. Frum 1757' 

he went on prodacing, on the JjOndon stage, 
ucceflsful tragedy after another ; " Agjs," bn 
■ce; "The Siege of Aquiieia," "The Fatal 
ry," *' Atonm," and " Allied." Gairi^ 
irologoes to some of Ihem and epilogues to 
and naimly intereated himself in their fate, 

coafeued, indeed, (hat they aie alt greatly 
to hii DoDglaa ; and we are left to wonder, 
eren a speculative meaai of eiplaining, how 

ar inch a conipliiDent. from ao acute a critle 
David Hume, some Indulgence is dne to the 
orders of his couDtrymen in Loudon, who, on 
representation of Donglas at Dniry Laiie> 
'Dt from the galleries, at the conclodon of 
OQDd of applause, " aye, aye, what d'ye 
ye're Willie Shakespeaie now }" a. a. 



m 



13*2 LIVES OF EMINENT SCOTSMEN. 

the ^'iiius, which formed so noble a masterpfeee, 
iHuild )mvo Ux'n so strangely abortive in every n^ 
cciUng attempt. 

\Vhile running this career of failure on the ttage^ 
Mr. Home had, huwcrer, formed friendshipt, tnm 
wliich, if wurldly advantages could compcnsalo for 
blighted fame, ho might ha^'e derived ample coasola* 
tion. 'llie celebrated lA>nl Bute honored him irith 
his e»t(vm, and after the accession of George the 
Tliiril, took an early opportunity of bringing Ifae 
nH'rits of the author of Douglas under the royal 
notice ; when hi» Majesty was graciously plenifd to 
place him on the civil list for a handsome pension 
'I'lmni^h the saoie influence, he was subsequently w^ 
|M>iiited to Ik' one of the Comniissionen of Sick and 
Wouuded Seamen, and Conservator of Scotch Frivi- 
lege.H. at Campverc, in Zealand. 

With his Alfred, which lived only three night 
Mr. Home ho{M«U>asly took leave of the stage and v 
tinil to ScotUnd, where he spent the remainder 
his days. Sium after hin n*tum, the Duke of Bi 
eleugh raised a regiment of fencibles, in wb 
Mr. Home accepted of a Captain*s CommissJ 
which he held till tlie disbandment of the corpr 
tlu* succeciling peace. 

I lomc's liti'rary leisure was now understood t 
employed in tlie preparation of a History of 
KeU'llion of 1746, to which his persimal sK 
the contest was expected to gin* more than ore 
inteR*at. A long time elapsed before the curior 
the public was gratified ; the work did not 
its appcaraua* till lHO*i, when he was in the st 
eighth year of his age ; and, strange to tell. 



POBTS«— JOHH HOME. ' 1S8 

iMBeastlnl of dllni bier poetical pradofr- 
JX —i i tua lly diMqppQiiited eipectitiQa. It 
red fooM &cts, paiticidail J bk ngud to fUMt 
of tiwFketoMler, wliidi wtn befbie Bttie or 
xtf J kaoim; bat wub, oa Ike whole, a matgn 
■■denssoBg penoiiBaBoe* If gcoefa l import 
tCBBQUBOy Deltas prevcBiea oy gofemncn ■i* 
t tasBakng a fine oae <tf his nateiiali.* 
yb fifs drew Bear its dose, Mir. Hone ei- 
»d a gieat decay bodi of his menial aad 
powib He long retained strei^glii laifcieat 
L oaft fiv some tine efcry day, bvt seemed ii^ 
e to all tiiat was passb^ aromid him, ami to 
> Bttle more than mere oiste ace. Aflerfinger- 
llus state {dt several yean, he at last eipired at 
islmi Hoase, near E dla b u igpi, on Ae 4th 
Aer, 1806, at the adnmced age of 8ft. 
fitenoy fione of Home most BOW be allowed to 
loily OB his Dooglas ; but as long as a taste for 
nnine drama exists, his fome stands in need of 
jier monament. The nndimmished popularity 
it has so long enjoyed is the best possibk proof 
excellence. The people have made it, as it 
theb own ; they have enriched thdr fiuniliar 
ge with its felicities of expression, and habit> 
[Uastrate their thoughts by the admirable pas- 
with which it abounds. Wheneyer as much 
said fat any woric, critidsm may spare itself 



; has been lately affirmed, that every sheet of 
A onderwent royal soporision, and that, be- 
■Qcfa being on this account not written, much 
ppiesscd. A. 8. 

T 1.] N 
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the trouble of deraonstimting bow it is we admiie. It 
is by being thus mixed up with the mindi of a people, 
that real immortality is erer to be best lecopiiaed ; 
and that eTen a Home, though probably in tbeettiaia- 
tion of the learned. for inferior to a Milton, hat many 
chances of outliving him. Milton, in fact, may be 
said to owe his fame to the critics, and ai they have 
redeemed it from a long obscurity, so it is to be hoped 
they will preserve it ; for certain it is, tiiat for ereiy 
one of the people who can rehearse a single passage 
of his epics, there are twenty who wooU thfaik it a 
shame not to be ranked among his admiien, and 
yet really know as little about these, his master- 
pieces, as they do of any work they never heaid of* 
The cause is not want of taste but want of attraction; 
and of this we need no better proof than that, of the verf 
same twenty who know nothing of the Paradise 
Lost, not one, perhaps, will be found who has not some 
vivid recollections of the beauties of the AUtgn or 
Peniero9o» The voice of the multitude may not al- 
ways be the surest test of merit ; but the voice of the 
multitude from age to age is that, at least, whidi all 
ambition sighs after, and which, at some far distant 
day, may make even John Gilpin owe more to the 
pen of a Cowper, than Satan and all the follen host 
owe to the towering genius of Milton. 

When a few bigots took offence at the favourable 
reception which the great body of the people, obey ii^ 
the natural impulse of their feelings, gave to the play 
of Douglas, they made a great effort in vindicatioii of 
their hostility, to shew that the elegance of diction, 
the prevailing truth of sentiment, and the afi^BCting 
simplicity of 'story, by which it is distinguished, aro 



PORT!.— JOHN h 
ailj VI mtaj blandBfamcnta I 



^rceired, had slliuiDii lo tlie file of Lady Randolph.* 

She isOgibe Sew like ligbttung up the UN : 
No[ hklted till tUe pnniipicE abe gsin'd, 
Beneath nhose low 'ring top tlie river f»Ui 
Ingolph'd in rifled rocks : thlUici she cune, 
Ab feaileu as liie eagle light! upon it : 
Ohl had you seen her last despslriiig look! 
Upon Che brink she ^tood, and caat ber eyes 
Down on the deep : then, lifting up her head 
And her white iiauda (a Ixeai'ii, seiuning lo say. 
Vlhy am I forc'd lu this f the plung'd herKlf 
Into the empty aii. 

Bat becaoM the heioine of the piece thus noefulty 

ikewise / As well might the lereieiul aathon of 
objection have accused the seiiptnies of encon- 
ig suicide, by recording boo Saol " took a snocd 
fell npon it." Tt>e numifeat object of Home, in 
tory of Dongiu, was to shew the ■•tanl Conae- 
:e« of  deriation from truth. 



be narae was originally lAdy Baraard, bat 
d lo RtBidnlph on the first representation of 
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8INCBRITT, 



Thou first of virtues, let no mortal leave 
Thy onward path ! although the world should gi 
And (rota the gulph of hell, Destruction ay 
To take Dissimulation's winding way. 

• ••••• 

* * * This moral learn. 
This precious moral from my tragic tale. 

Lady Randolph, in a moment of conflictin 
prehensions, takes ** an oath equivocal ;" she f 
not to commit what she had alr^y committed ; 
already married to Douglas, when she tows i 
father that she will never *' wed one of Douglas n 
This concealment she is driven to follow up 
anotlicr, that of the birth of her son ; and thouj 
son is miraculously saved from the flood, and 
being long given up for lost, is happily restored 
arms of his parent, yet from the mystery in whii 
connection of the mother and child is still oblij 
be kept, he prematurely falls by the machinatioi 
villain. Could any succession of events be 
natural or more moral ? Could any thing exei 
more strongly the danger of a departure from tl 
of truth and filial duty, or more enforce on the 
onsly inclined the wholesome precept, that 



Is easiest to avow ? 



-the first truth 



It was farther alleged, in the course of the pr 
ings instituted by the Edinburgh Presbytery i 
Mr. Home and other ministers, who attended 



\ 



|ii«wnUiJon of tbc pla<r, Uial il cotiiaincd Kicial 
blaiphcmoui upRtiLaut and indilcBti. It appesreii 
ID proof, Ii^ depoBitioDs [oid bdbic tbe Preabjteiy. 
thai a pla^r, in dir character of die Sb«pbenl, swutc 

'■ By hln thatdiidim (heiueurstd Im;" 

Tfcal mother, in that of Glcnnlvon, Mild: 

"No, priest! No.piiest! I'll risk eternal fire!" 

And Ihata third, in that of lAd; Bandolph, kneeled 
4oHD and put up >ome pnjen. 

The etptcuioD! quolud were uol, pcriiaps, free from 
Damn: ; and Ibe author, feeling to, «upprcsicd Iheui 
riW the first night's perfornmnce ; nor did Ihej ever, 
M is betiered, appear in anj ptinlerj edition of the 
>bigcdy. With retpect to the kneeling and prating 
lif lady Bandolph, the fault, if it be one, ilill remainB. 
But audi a fknlt ! Let those «ho have heard thii mb. 
Sae apcntropbe ejaculated by a Siddona, who hBTc 
■liincraed the atlilude of devout supplication, in whidi 
Arthrew herself on bet knees before the Divinity, laj 
■bat Ibe emotiom were with which il filled their 
hnomi ! If cer a boly awe was diSused from the 
Bps of mortal being, it was b; Mn. Siddons in tliis 
•cenr. The prayer i> a praifer for all niDlhers of an 
iUustrioui race, not can tbe present notice he con- 
doded with anj extract which could better exeioplify 
ft*l dignified simplicily which may be laid to foini 
I Ik maitei featnie of Home's dramatic alyle. 



138 LIVES OF EMINENT SCOTSUEN. 

Protect my son ! Tby inspiratioii. Lord ! 
Hath fiil'd his bosom with that sacred fire» 
Which in tlie breasts of his fore&then bom'd : 
Set him on high, like them, that he maj shine 
The star and glory of his' native land ; 
Then let the minister of death descend. 
And bear my willing spirit to its place. 

T.C 



\ 
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JAMES EEATTIE. 



Tbs name of Beside, like an Itatian landicape, re- 

qoiiea only lo be mpDlioned, to fill tbe mirjdj at once, 

wilfa idese of beauty, gcnllenesj. and repose : — 

" Beatlie," as Couper has charmingly described 

I tuin, " the mnBf agreeable and amiable writer I ever 

I met with ; the only BQlhoi I hare leen ntiDse criticBl 

' and pbiloHipbicsl researches are diiersified and em-- 

I beUMhed by a poetical ima^nalJOD, that makei even 

* Ac diiesl subject, and the leanest, a feast fpi n epi- 

' me in books ; one so much at lus ease loo, tbkt his 

Vim cfaaiacler appears in ever; page, and, which is 

tvy rare, not only the writer but the man ; Uid the 

man, »o gentle, so well tempered , so happ j in his n- 

l|ion, and bo humane in his philosophy, that il is 

vces^ary to love him, if one has any sense of what 

mer at I^oreacekirii, in the connt; of Kincaidine, 
d bora on the tSth of October, 1735. 
He lEceived at the scbool ot bis uatire nllage an 
icatian to fit biiD for tbe tmrreni^, and, even at 
1 early period, is said lo hsre ^ten such indica- 
• of tbe fntnre " Minitiel," that he went among 
■cbool-fellaws by Ibenaow of th«.Piwt,- Ihatname 
■hich be is most likely to li*e for fatore ages- 
only wa« his Uste for poetry thus early erinced. 
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but even the parity of that taste. Hid maste 
ferred Ovid as a school-book for youth ; young 
tie gave up all his soul to "VlrgiL 

In 1749, when but in his fourteendi year, he 

menced his academical career at the Marischa 

lege, Aberdeen ; and as his finances were slend* 

friends made interest to obtun for him one of 

bursaries or exhibitions, which have been left b 

nevolent individuals to be annually bestowed c 

dents whose relatives are unable to defray the 

expenses of an university education. Small inai 

as these exhibitions are, seldom more than 5< 

rarely 10/. per annum, they are of immense i 

tancc in a country like Scotland, where liv 

cheap, and the habits of the people singularly f 

and many are the instances, besides that of Beal 

humble talent, which, but for such aid, would 

have been lifted into the road to preferment and 

Were the obligations to this source ^(ener ac 

ledged, we might expect to see the number of 

benefactions to it increased ; but, from an ex* 

that pride so characteristic of our countrymen 

in a general sense, so laudable, which make 

shrink ashamed from the idea of owing any t} 

charity, the poftKssion of a bursary is the last 

which a Scottish student is fond of avowing.* 

The church being, at that time, the chief £ 



* Let the undersigned, for one, make the i 
honorable. He owes to an exhibition of thn s 
foundation of all tlie little learning which he poi 
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e for the well-edacited khu of pOTcrtj in Scot- 
be ilDiliea of ;ouBg Beatiiciecchieii, a]ni09lu 
Et of couiw, ihst direction. He fint itndicd 
ondei Fiiadpa! BlBckodl, nell luionn Id the 
: (oi bis " Inquiry into Ibe Ufe and Writings 
oei i" a nun of austeie mumen, bat palenuilj' 
1 IboK who loaghl, hj doing veil. Id deserve 
feni. In Bcallie, the wurtb^ piafenor tbought 
cened a getm worlhy of coldtation, and en- 
ed fail progress by eeteisl stiong marks of ap- 
ion. Tbe muiuatj' of his goodness remainod 
ij impressed on Beatlie tbrougb tbe nhole 

ol bis after life; and be often declared, that 
ackwetl was the first person who erei gave him 
U> believe Ijiat he possessed any genios. From 
dy of Greek he passed to that of philosophy, 
:b be bad tbe beneEt of the prelections of SDO- 
ament Hcholar, Dr. Alenander Gerard, attChor 
!wa;a on Geoies and Taste." Tbe mleieatiiig 
ito nbich he had now entered appi^ars to have 
tie inclinatiDns of Beattic Agteeabl; to his 
J destiDalion, hejoined the diviniiy class ; lint, 

coDStrained attendance fot three seisiuns, gave 
mliig that hrHncb of knonledge. 
17^, be took Ibe degiee of RMk. and sooq 
iccepted the appointment of scbool-mailef to 
litb of Fordoun, distant about sii miles from 
ace of bis astirily. It is a sequestered spot, 

 scenic chancier, admirably suited to a mind 
oetic cast. It has wood, and water, and mnuu- 

die setling son deUghb to Imger. Wbeo not 
■rd by his scholaatic duties, he used to wander 
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furlli lo csatcn^lftte thu ramiuitit 
cverjwberc Bamninded liini ; ani], & 
drew, u ftDm the life, soine of the 6 
•oil most siriluag piclum of n«tar 
hit poerictl compunlioBg. IVbo; st 
he mote kt Ma period, he arat lo 
■iOB ; HnDcUmei dated from Fordoui 
KinofdWihlrP generally ;ur (rom^ 
ttacH fugitive pncet, which were no 
Dr. Beattie. there was one coiuponi 
the DidinliiMi of War, made cm I 
ir56. It will ntnhid the reader of 
Addinn ; and it l>Rt been tsid, th 
fullnea, it will not suStr great!; 
with it. 'Hie fbllowlng >re the cone! 

O, thou Supreme I whose hand Ih 
Wing! Ihe red lii;litnriig <uid awak 
Whose wnrd, or lays the peaceful 
Or in nild mauntaia-^ heaves Ilie ri 
At whose command the hingdams 
Whose aHful nod oWUim! the tre 
Makes horrid war and boist'roos ii 
And glads the natiom with the >w 
With joyriil lueceH crown our jiui 
And lot thy face upon our armies 
In ibe dread day of danger and d 
PropitiouB, point lo victory the wi 
Sliil war's alarms once more 1 and 
Willi peace and plenty crown Bri' 
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I iUbTt m, that we bavc little reasiui tu 
1 the duciimmatloD which he exercised 
QED hia pieces those which he thought 
ieiametfrs olb^ bate both ^' vigor aod 
lenit withoDt having ooe ny of poetry* 

DUB who reads these lines twice will 
:*aj doubt. Tlie same Ibing, tadecd, 
veied frum " The Carapalga," one half 
>thiBg but renified piose. 

td inued fouf yean in ttie lolitnde of 
uancjf occutiing in one of the mistEi- 
punmai school si Abeideen, he bocanK 

acquitted himself so well on the compe- 

1  lecDnd vacBBCj hB{ipeiiiiig about a 
is, he K»s recjnesled by the inagUlratei, 
lectori, to accept the office without uij 
is qualificatkiDi. 

■1 to the gTHTDniar school of AtitiidcFBi 
lUFccedf^ by hia advance uitrjt to a still 
Dt digiuy. In IftJO, a chair in the 
lege having become. vacant, Mi.Arbnth- 
■an with whom Beatlie had contracted 
sf iulUDBC;, suggested la him the poau- 
curing the appuntmcfit for hioxJH 
Iba proposal with st 
soteied into his imagi 



an immense stride of ambilioii, for a 
f onlj twentj-five jreBrs of age, to think 
a( once from an under master's place 
school to an uuiveisil; chair. Hr. Ai> 
ver, willing to try uAat emild bt dmw. 
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prevailed on the Earl of Enrol to spply on bel 
Beattie to the Duke of Argyle, who was, at fhai 
supposed to have the chief sway in the diapo 
vacant places in Scotland. The application, i 
contrary to every expectation, was socceasfn 
September, 1760, Beattie was appointed, by 
patent. Professor of Moral Philosophy and Lo] 
the Marischal College. 

Mr. Bcattie*s first care was to prepare a coi 
lectures on the subjects within his department, 
he began to deliver in the session of 1760 and 
He continued, session after session, diligently 1 
prove them, and soon acquired great popolari 
tiie elegance and soundness of his disqniiitiona 
afterwards published a compendium of ttieae lee 
under the title of Elements of Moral Scienoe. 

A society or club subsisted at this period in 
deen, consisting chiefly of Professors of King' 
Marischal Colleges, with the addition of severa 
tlemen of the place, possessed of a taste for lit 
pursuits. It included among its members a B 
Campbell, a Gerard, and a Gregory, all oelel 
names in our literary history ; and, as may read 
supposed, it was not long before that of Beatti 
added to the number. The purpose of its me 
was the discussion of literary and philosophica 
jects ; but there was nothing of that (reeling fon 
in them which so often charactonies associatic 
this description. The club used to meet at a t 
and finish its lucubrations with a supper; let 
and conviviality joined hand in hand to make 
slow to part and happy to meet again. The p 
of the town called it not inappropriately the Wite 



\ 
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The productions which have rendered the names of 
the leading members of this club so celebrated in phi- 
losophy and criticism, or at least the outlines of thoiii, 
are said to have been first discussed at its meetings in 
the shape of essays or questions for familiar debate. It 
was impossible, indeed, that men engaged in literary 
inquiries could meet for literary discussion without 
bringing their particular views and discoveries into tlu> 
field ; and no doubt can be entertained that this asso- 
ciation must have had the happiest effects in awaken- 
ing and directing that spirit of philosophic research 
which, some years ago, reflected so much lustre on the 
north of Scotland. 

Mr. Beatde, as aheady mentioned, had given many 
early indications of poetic genius ; and tiie first obje<:t 
to which his literary leisure was now devoted, was to 
gain a name in the world as a poet. In the spring of 
1761, he published, at London and Edinburgli, a 
small collection, entitled " Original Poems and Trans- 
lations,*' with his name affixed. H consisted partly 
of originals and partly of the pieces formerly printed 
in the Scots Magazine, but very considerably altered 
and amended. 

Tlie reception given to this volume was singularly 
flattering. The critical works in greatest repute were 
pleased to consider it as an accpiisition to Kngli'^li 
|)OCtry, and declared that since Gray was last before 
liu'iii, they had not met with a poet of more liariun- 
nious numbers, more pleasing imagination, or more 
«pirit4^d expression. 

Thc\>arnithof this comniendaricm did not fall \> 
ilivf m'lieral currency to the poems; among the \»i; 
fi-w jMTsons whom it did not deceive was IValtieliim 

I'Ai' r I. J o 
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self. When the poetic fervor, which had prat 
their production, had abated ; when he oonM < 
sionately bring to the examination of their men 
critical taste which he poMewed in aa high a 
as most men ; he felt so little satisfied with wl 
trading critics deemed "an acquisition to I 
pootry," that he actually dcitioyed every 
he could procure, and some yean after won! 
permit four of the pieces which it contanie 
these in a greatly amended state, to be printed 
with his masterpiece The MmttnL Thne four 
were Uetirement, Ode to Hope, £l«gy on a Lad 
the Hares. 

Mr. Beattie's next poetical prodncdon wi 
" Judgment of Paris," published in 4Id., in 176 
fate was, in all respects, the reverse of that of 1 
volume. The critics did not praise it ; the pah 
not like it ) and the author was the last to 1 
that it was not deserving immortality. Ten 
afterwards he reprinted it in a new edition 
poems ; ultimately, however, he yielded to the 
lar voice, and the Judgment of Paris was no lot 
be found in the wallet uf the Minstrel. The f 
the piece lay not in the choice of subject, bat 
maimer of treating it ; he put the wig of hb : 
Dr. Rcid, on the gallant Paris, and made the '* 
mcnt" to rest on an elaborate metaphysical disti 
between the pleasures of sense and of soul. 

About the same period he wrote a poem " i 
talk of cn*cting a Monument to Churchill, in 
minster Hall." It was printed at first anonym 
and had a rapid sale. He is said to liave beci; 
patcd to the task by liis friends in Scotland, 
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Q hid tbe nitfifftaBe to be v<erf bairtily de- 
nt Qolj on mooomat of the inmtiaimifM of 
lactfoM^but oChis eomMclion wiOr WHIem, 
»40filffofthe8oottidiBaiBito IbUmAUo^- 
r he gBfe Ae TeiBes a plaee hi a neir edi ti o n 
WBt, bot ntfaer abnudij 4NBitted tl» aaan o£ 
I9 whiles in a pfose addren pteiiited, he ^m- 
idtoviadkatetiiekeeiiiieMoChitiatiiei la 
leqpKBt editioDB oC his poetical voifci ha 
the fiaes altogedier. He seaou hqipay to 
od to lepeat them. It was certdaly wmj 
o lib gmeral oattire, which was aadahla aad 
ty to pour cootamely on the tomb of geaiaa ; 
he iajndicioas importmiity of friendt we inaj 
ipnte the blame of this aoiitarj fpecfc e»hii 

\ aotuma of 1765, Mr. Gny, whose SfegJ hi 
y Choich Yaad had raised lum to the fint 
9Bg British poets, paid a visit to the Ead of 
•re, at Glainmis Casde. Dr. Beattie, who 
ithusiastic admirer, and, in some respects, imi- 
Grray, as soon as he heard of his arrival, ad- 
a letter 'to him, which led to a frienddiip 
rntinued withoat intermption till the death of 

ne, 1767, Mr. Beattie married Miss Maty 
laghter of Dr. James Don, Rector of the 
r School of Aberdeen. 

eattie had now reached a high station of re* 
the literary world, but the great era of his 
yet to come. It was reserved for his *' Essay 
b" to carry his fame far beyond all locsil 
ind local partialities. In the year 1769 he 
o 2 
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had completed the IVIS. of hu Essay, bnt s 

difficulties occurred in procnimga boc^sellert 

take the .risk of its poblication, that his 

Mr. Arbuthnot and Sir VViliiam Fmbcs, vere 

to become, unknown to lum, the purdwaen of 

edition at the sum of fifty guineas. This ce 

work which, but for this generous act of firi< 

might never have seen the li^t, made its apf 

in May, 1770. It eicited immediate notii 

woriE of the kind erer before published had so 

and extensive a circulation. In less than foe 

five large editions were sold, and it was tiansla 

the French and several other foreign language 

extreme eagerness with which it was bought 

read may doubtless be attributed, in a great n 

to temporary causes ; to the earnestness with ' 

was recommended bv all the most distin 

friends of religion in Great Britain, who hi 

anxiously looking around for a champion to tl 

of truth, against the attacks of Mr. Hume and c 

fidel writers ; and to an honorable wish in the | 

general to grace the triumph of sound reason) 

pernicious sophistry : but in no small degree 

the popular style in which the author had c< 

to convey his sentiments, and to the genuine 

these sentiments themselves. With many ind 

of the highest rank in the church and state thi 

had the pleasing satisfaction of dating his acqni 

from the publication of this work ; among whc 

Lord Mansfield ; Lord Ly ttleton ; Dr. Porteus, 

of London ; Dr. Hurd, Bishop of Winchestc 

Mr. Buriie. 

Although such eounent success had attend 
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pUfeaopliie exciiiiiai« be wm kt Apmb €ar- 
fab ctriy fiivodtes, the Bfues. A few moaifas 
le palifiailioB of the '*£mty omTnA," Mr. 
pabfidied die fint book of •«Tbs MhMlral'' ie 
■twithoetldtiiBBe. By tfan commIombI he 
I a more impartial and ligid judgaeat cm ifi 
thaa hi Ae high state of hb lepotatiii aft 
le he ooold have otlierwise ha|Md fir; aad 
peA ape, wm an experimeBt of thhi kiai al- 
with a result moae cakmlaled to p«e to the 
e of appiobatioii its h^hest aesL The hert 
of poetical coBpositioii IB tiie ishnd kiaded the 
ni anthorwith tiieir coBHncBdalhMM, pnU^g 
haviag adopted the elevated, yet diffcoil^ aflft» 
Speaaer, and fi»r having the rare eathasiasB of 
itoi to sa|^K>it and reader it agreenUei The 
disooveriag in it the geaimie poeby of' natofe 
fin^ tead it with sadi avkU^f, that before te 
liad the second part ready, foor editioBB of ^ 
le disposed of. 

r74 he published the « Second Book," with a 
i amended edition of the first; and now avowed 
as the aathor. The work id tins enlarged state 
I no dimination of its popularity : edition alt^ 
has ever since continiied to be called for, aad it 
w be regarded as among the standard poems of 
ruage. The opinion which Lord Lyttelton ez- 
of the Minstrel might of itself serve to carry it 
irougb many an age. The whole fidd of cri- 
amnot boast of a more enchanting encomhua. 
tter to Mrs. Montagn he says, "I read yovr 
;1 last night with as much raptme as poetry in 
irfest, sweetest charms, ever raised in my sool. 

o3 
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It seemed to me that my once most belored minstrel 
Thomson was come down from heaven, refined by the 
converse of purer spirits than those he lived with herct 
to let me hear him sing again the beauties of nmtore, 
and the finest feelings of virtae, not with homan, bot 
with angelic strains." 

Mrs. Montagu's friendship for Beattie commenced 
in 1771, on a visit which he then paid to London* 
At her house, he had the good fortune of meeting and 
becoming personally acquainted with Dr. Jolinsoo, 
and several other of the most eminent writets of that 
period ; with the whole of the literary society, indeed, 
whose conversations have been so pleasantly related 
by Boswcll. In May, 1773, Mr. Beattie paid a le- 
cond visit to London, and, on this oocaMdn, was 
honored by several very flattering marks of Jl^tinc- 
tion. The University of Oxford conferred on bim tfie 
degree of Doctor of Laws -, his majesty not only 
placed him on the civil list for a pension of iOOL bat 
admitted liim to the honor of a private interview at 
Kew ; and Sir Joshua Reynolds made him a pieient 
of tlic admirable picture, in which ho has fpven a 
portrait of Dr. Beattie, with an allegorical represen- 
tation of the triumph which his " Truth " had adueved 
over sophistry, scepticism, and infidelity. 

Soon after Uiis visit to England, he received several 
flattering pro[)osals to enter into the English chaich ; 
but very prudently declined them. It could not bot 
have derogated greatly from his character, to have 
seen the advocate of truth changing his religion lor 
the sake of woridly advancement 

In October, 1773, the chair of natural and experi- 
mental plulosopliy in the University of Edinbiu]^ 
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igi vaenit, an offior of it was made to Dr. 

bet this abo he dedmed. In tins, as in 
ep of liis liie, he seems to have weig^bed the 
5 eoBseqoeBces to his chamotei with gieat ae- 

He had ahpeady acqniied'an en^dde enl- 
a a poet, a critic, and mocal philoaophar ; 
srimental philosophy was all a new' field to 
which even an oidinaiy reputation was aot 
stated wilhovt a coarse of laborioos and no- 
ting stndy, and new Unieb were scaice l y to 
d fior hy one beginning the stody at so lato a 
afife* Dr. Beattie besides, tiioagh his kaow^ 
ttjeilen si ve, confessedly knew fitHe orno- 
tfae hfandies of mathematics, geometiy^ and 
es ; he nsed to say, indeed, tiiat he not eaff ;|| 

torn for them, bat that eveiy appUoafieii to 
mf^t cm headaches. It is not w iCho n t its 
loe to notice these foels ; for, stnnge at k 
Bi, Ms biogn^phefs, instead of having teeonme 
for the most natoml explanation in the woiid; 
>ndact in declining the chair of expoimentai 
hy in Edinburgh, have been pleased to de- 
le Scottish capital as such a literary bear- 
it thb period, that the amiable Beattie was 
from removing thither from an apprehension 
be formation of a new society of friends 
>t be so easy or agreeable, in a place where 
nies of his principles were nomerous" ! ! 
y had undoubtedly as great a share as indi- 
n determining Dr. Beattie's choice on this 
I ; and, to a mind so well regulated as his, it 
re afforded a source of approving reflection, 
declimng the chair, be left it open to one for 
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whom nature had more truly designed it, 
brated Professor Robertson. 

In 1776, Dr. Beattie published a series o 
on Poetry and Music, on Laughable and L 
Composition, and on the Utility of Classica 
ing ; in 1783, " Dissertations, Moral an 
cal ; '' m 1786, '* the Evidences of the i 
Religion, briefly and plainly stated;" and 
and 1793, " Elements of Moral Science.'* 
these productions formed (originally part of tl 
of prelections which he read from bis cha 
university ; and his aim, as be declared, i 
them, was " to inure young minds to haMts < 
tivc observation ; to guard them against the i 
of bad principles ; and to set before them su 
of nature, and such plain and practical ti 
may, at once, improve the heart and the nnc 
ing, and amuse and elevate the fancy.*' 

While thus delighting the world with tl 
succession and variety of hb productions, Di 
was himself, unhappily, nearly all the while ; 
the severest private sufferings. A hereditary 1 
in Mrs. Bea^e to that most dreadfol of a 
maladies, insani^, began, in a few years af 
marriage, to exhibit itself in caprices which ei 
every hour of his life ; and ended, at last, i 
of such confirmed alienation, as required 
should be secluded from the society of he 
The only offspring of their connection were 1 
James Hay Beattie and Montagu Beattie. B 
up to be every thing a father's heart could w 
tingutshed for rising genius, sweetness of t^i 
filial affection ; but both it was his melancht 
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cemdgnfd to an early grave, the eldett in his 
ty-aecoBd, and tlie youngest in hb ei|^iteenth 
• On the death of his son, James Hi^ Beat^, 
ni|^t to alienate his grief hy mting an aoeoont 
b » life and Character,'' which was aftenAtfds 
Uhcd akmg with some of lus fitarary ranalttSf 
ia paring ooe of the most intmttbg and par 
c aanathnas in the language. It was iSbe soROw- 
' Knttiel's'' parting effort; when he had dii- 
^dds last sad do^ to &e memory of his son^ 
id aside Us pen, and never resiimed it more. For 
r jieafs, however, he still omtinued, altiioq||b 
lirterrak of depresuon and sicknesst to d^vsr 
■•bBc lectures as usual ; bat, when Ids only su^ 
Ig ddld was also snatched from him, fha hlow 
■Mre tiian his fortitude could sustahi; takfing a 
lodL of the dead body' of his son, he said, ** I 
IMS doNS iriih ih» wrlL*^ 'From tids period he 
n to witiidmw from society, and brooded in id- 
9 over the havoc which affliction had made in his 
ly, until his mind seemed lost to ail that was 
ng around Iiim. Many times, he could not re- 
et what had become of his son Montagu ; and, 
searching in every room of the house, he would 
» his niece, Mrs. Glennie, " You may think it 
ge, bat I must ask you. if I have a son, and 
e he is ?" When Mrs. G. on these occasions, 
lenelf under the painful necessity of bringing to 
recollection hb son Montagu's sufferings, the 
ion of them always restored him to reason. He 
i then, with many tears, express hb thankfulness 
lie had no child, saying, in allusion to their mo- 
I hereditary malady, " How could I have borne 
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to sec their elegant nimda mangled widi nn 
After three years passed in this melaadioly si 
ring which he dropt all correspondence even 
dearest of his finends, he breathed hu last on 1 
of August, 1803, b the sixty-eighth year of 
His remains were deposited, according to his 
sire, close to those of his two sons, in the cfani 
of St Nicholas, at Aberdeen. The spot is 
by an elegant and classical description, wi 
his friend. Dr. James Gregory of Edinburgh. 

The character of Dr. Beattie is one not < 
be mistaken. It b a character, as Cowper 1 
which ** appears in every page of his writinf 
never, perhaps, was there a writer whose life 
tings were in stricter harmony. Purity in v 
deed ; great seal for moral and religions 
thirst for fame through good done to aociet 
the grand features which maiked his path 
Among the minor or rather subordinate tnuta 
ranked his freedom from all self conceit ; t 
rally perfect knowledge which he possesse 
own powers and attainments; and the skill 
dence by which, amid the numerous liteiar 
tnrcs which he made, he encountered onlj 
stance of decisive ftulure. 

The Estay on Truth, notwithstanding tl 
share which it had in contributing to his fan 
with safety, be pronounced as among the lea 
ble of hu productions. The work was p 
and there never yet was any tlung pol(^mical 
for immortality. As a piece of reasoning, it i 



* Lately deceased. 
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Ti^friw>^s»l^ Hmd penaasTe; difficult to UMwor, yet 
boondiiig in iaoongniitieB ', nig^t in most oC its fon- 
nifjntal postfions, iMst olten ambigiioas and inoor- 
jetiaklbiA wppBtaAm» It had nddiertlie precision 
f oijiirisloii nor deafness of idea n e c essa i y to give 
; • In^ng place among philosoj^liical compositions. 
teiMie aimed, on a lar^ view, at iSbe same Aeorj of 
■MBMB ffsse tvl^diRdd, wifli greater sobdety and 
iswiiiliim. tmced correctly tlnoag^ all its ramifica- 
OM ; and to Bcid the task of establishing that 



Ihenbediaiieons '* E^yiT' and " IKssertatkms/* 
lo^ijh of less pretension than the wodL on IVnlh, 
v'pvoinliiy poesessed of qmte as modi real meiit 
is aom^dng angnlaily pleasing in the style of 
.nUdi pervades tiiem. The autlior Iias^ in a 
degree, the art of caiiying his reader along 
ikUm; rarely perpleiing or offendhig by any nice 
bibetfons or bold paradoxes ; and, at eyery step, 
■Ung the &ncy in love with some precious tzuth, by 
be degance of dress with which it is adorned. 
It is by the poem of the Minstrel, however, that 
he name of Beattie is most certain of continuing to 
e admired through future ages. The favour in which 
:ii universally held speaks more tiian volumes of 
nticism can do in its praise. To give specimens of 
hat b in every one's hands would, indeed, be idle 
ihoar ; but one quotation, at least, may be permitted 
c tlie sake of tlie criticism which it has called forth 
Offl one of the first of English bards. 

, liow can thou renounce the boundless store 
f charms which Nature to her votary yields ! 
lie warbling woodland, the resoundmg shore, 
K' pomp of groves, the garniture of fields. 
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15G LIVES OF EMINENT SCOTSMEN. 

All tliat (he general ray of moming gilds. 
And all that echoes to the song of even. 
All tliat tlic mountun*s sheltering bosom shiek 
And all the dread magnificence of heaven ; 
O, how can*8t thou renounce, and hope to be foi 

In a criticism on the Minstrel, which Gray ci 
nicatcd to the autlior, he says of this passage, 
is true poetry ; this is inspiration 1'* 

Among the minor pieces in the first edition 
Bcattic's )M>cras there is an Epitaph, which eri 
ap|M?ars to have been design^ for himself, 
not be said to be very characteristic ; all th 
except tlic last, being adapted to general natnr 
it is a curiosity of its kind, and distinguished 
inconsiderable share of epigrammatic exccUenc 

Epitaph. 

Kscap'd the gloom of mortal life, a soul 
Here leaves its mouldering tenement of el 

Safe, where no cares their 'whelming billows 
No doubts bewilder, and no hopes betray i 

Like tliec I once have stemmed the sea of lii 
Like thee have languished after empty joj 

Like tlice have laboured in the stormy strife, 
Ikuin griev*d for trifles and amus*d with t 

Yot fur a while 'gainst passion's threatful bli 
Let steady reason urge the struggling oar 

Till thro' the murky gloom the mom, at last 
Gives to the longing eye the blissful shon 

Forget my frailties, thou art also frail ; 

Forgive my lapses, fur thyself may'st fa 
Nor read, unmov'd, my artless tender talr ; 

/ was a friend, Man ! to thee and aU, 



\ 



ScoixiND 0WD3 no auae of «4iidi h bai gn>ter tm- 
BonTobe[>n>ad tbanllntaf BobcrtBonib Hehid 
o pretciiiioDs, Iif HA, bcrfoad tiMt of bcbig Ihe 
m of a pour, but hoBO^ mn- Hi) btlid', William 
Bnisa, or ratlier Uonoi, WH • utiie at Ihe ikoith of 
ScsUanil, and tb« noafsbmiet; bat vh Aidwd, by 
oil; misrortnnt's, oi Ok wiold M Inge. He ahiped 
a* conne lo Edinborgb, wben ha Mogbt oonyition 
H  gudener, wroofhl hard when he mbU |Bt noik, 
■nd passed Uirou^ iDOBj diffieotiia. Vntn Edin- 
bnigh, be naudend bto die coootj of Ajrt, where 
he Bigaged faimulf  a piAwfr to Ob Urd of 
Mdj. >Bd afteimdi to Cmfixd «f Doonride. 
BAf, at tength, denraos of MtUing m Bfe, he took 
 popetnal lease of Mren acres of land, utnated 
■boot two miles from the town of Ayr, from Di. 
Caapbdl, phjsician in Ayr, with the Tie* of coin- 
■odng narserjman and pnblk: gatdener; and lia- 
•n^ biult a cotUge of clay opoD Uie >pot with liis 
a hands, married, in December, ITST, Agnes 
■wB. 'Hie first froitof ttui mairiage wm ftepoet, 
AolMn Borai, whowubomon theSSlhof Jamury, 

trs9. 

Hi dan Witnun Boitu had made mnch pcagress in 
yi aonerf, lui attendon was withdrawn from it by 
(■ iaiilation from a Mi. Fe^uson, win had recfnlly 
bonme proprietor of the aeighbouiing estate uf 

.... 1.1 
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Wkoi im Ui yetr, Robcft wm seat, with a 

So '• at, to fdioolt and tooa became 
ISmifim olar; and bj the tinie he 
m toi «r efewen ye of age, was a critic in sub- 
billiMj fqbt, and pto\ w TImb teadier to whom 
a owed te ddef part &• ois edocafioii was a very 
wKI^ wd acute man, of the naane of Mnidocb, 
a dqpae of pains not very common with 
lertof i^ invaluable class of mea, to make 
; with the meaning of every woid 
NlMad $ at tiie mestneans of which, he was in the 
ttaSria of naUbghim tmn vene into its natmral 
Me Older, to snbsdtnte synonymous eqaeHlons Ibr 
taMBalwRoeSs^ and to supply all the dCpaes. Fima 
Hi aac tBani system of tiution, Bobert became eaity 
Ibr the fluency and coiiectaess of Us ez- 
and Ibr ihe profit with whidi he lead every 
•fk wUdi came in his way. All, indeed, dial may 
t ciBad tiie machinery of thinking he had acqnired ; 
a tfdt was ten times mote than our self-taoght 
utiyman, Edmnnd Stone, the mathematidan, used 
dunk was necessary for the purpose, fs may be 
sBected from his well-known answer to the Duke 
Irgyle, when asked, " How he had come by the 
irledge of so many things ?" *' A servant taught 
to read ten years since ; does any one need to 
r more than the twen^-foor letters, in order to 
every thing else that one wishes.'* 
e passages of his school books, in which Bums 
the greatest pleasure, shewed, at once, the bent 
mind. The Vition of Mtrsa, and Addison's 
beginning, Hovo are thy Servants blest, Lord ! 
is earliest favorites. One half stanza of the 

p 2 
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latter was, in particular, music to his boyish 
will be instantly recognized by many, as havi 
a similar impression on them at schooL 

" For though on dreadful whirls we hmi 
High on the broken wave.*' 

The first two books which he read in priv 
which he used to say gave him more pleaa 
any two books he ever read after, were Tht 
Hannihal, and The Histoni of Sir WUliam II 

In consequence of the distance of Moimt i 
from school, William Bums found it necessai 
after removing thither, to take hb boys ho 
became himself their future preceptor. A n 
lous one they could not have had ; not, in i 
concerns the culture of the understanding, co 
have probably had a better. He was both m 
gent and a well informed man, and was e: 
studious to give hb boys the benefit of all 1 
He used to converse familiariy with them on 
jects as if they had been men, and was at gre 
while they accompanied him in the labooi 
farm, to lead the conversation to such sal 
might enlarge their stock of ideas, and confi: 
in virtuous habits. 

As soon as Robert had strength to woi\, 
employed laboriously on the farm. At tw 
could hold the plough ; at thirteen, be asa 
threshing the crop of com ; and at fifteen, 
his fiither's principal labourer, for the funily 
hired servant, male or female. 

The only exceptions to this course of early 
sisted of a few weeks in the summer of 177 
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■> seol to the ifflriah-MhooJ of DaJrymplp. to 
>re in Hriting ; and three weeks in the ciuuing 
which be s|iait al Ajr, with his uJd leidieT, Mt. 
locb, vho, bj thsl time, had been appomled 
3 of the Engliah achool of that town, aod nith 
e Bsisluice he nol onlj rpviaed his English grsiJi- 
but acquired as much knowledge of the French, 
he able to read and urideraUnd aaj pwoac au- 

thai Inoguage. 

was betwten his (fLentii and siiteenth year 
Robert Bunis fiist commilted the sin of thjme. 
s ctutnm of the cuutiti^ to claM the male and 
le rmpen into paiis in the labonn of the haneat, 

1 GftecDlh suuinm. bis partner was a bewitching 
me, a jeai ganger ttiau himself, who altage- 
mwittinglj initiated him in thai delicioiu pas- 
Kfaicli foimed eiec aflei tlie ruiing influence 
I life. Among her olhei love-inspiring qualities, 
atag anteetlj ; and it was hec faEDiile leel to 
I Bnim allempted to give an embodied vehicle 
^e. He was not so presumptuous as to ima- 
thal he could make verses like printed unes, 
oaed by men who had learned Greek and Intin ; 
la gill lung a song which was laid to have been 
coed bj a small coiuitry laird's son, on one of 
ifter'i maids, with whom he was in love ; and 
w no reason why he might not rhyme as well as 
or, excepting that the laird's son coald smear 
I. and cast peats, his hther living in tbe moor- 
he had no more schoUt-ctaft ihan Bums him- 
It was Ibu!, that with Bums love and poetry 

1 toother ; and then rhyme and song became, 
manoer, tbe spimlaBeoas langnage of his heart. 
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lEcMrngglcd 
il, liuHrviT, till lie rcnclicd B btpach t& t 
Bviiliiic himspir iif wlikh, lie gtvr il up, m 
on niiulliiT fnnii, cnllt-d Lichler, in th<- i 
Taibollon, (o Hhicli lie n'luovcd at Whi 
1777. Fur (out >'ciin, the fiinuly UTcd coi 
lim-, but M ititTitnu'r, >t Ivngth, mnae willi ' 
tunl m li> tlu> tnnis uf ucciipatioD, tnd, d 
ymn' liligntion, Williun Durni wm only M 
(JiplioiTun i>f n jail, by  con9Uidptio& whkb li 
■tF|i|w<l In (nd I'BRicd liiia iiviRy tu " Mrhen! tli 
cour ttaai tiaubling. imd tlio ireacy in at i 
Tlir u-nn yctn uf Bums' leiidence with 
M Lodiirr, went inkrkcd by little litnary 
mml, but the fuiindation wu during thit 
u( cciltiti habita, whlirli ilinngly mukrd b 
churacln tliiough lift-, lie lind c*ily Tdl  
riniti at aniUtion, but Uipy were tlie blind 
of Ilomer'i Cyclupi round thcwilliof hii i 
loathed llie aitiiatiun in which (ottunc had pU 
liDt wiu witliimt any uttiit diiecl um or 
liG- ; a situiiUun inote rntnoui, pFthapi, I 
utlirr tbnt i-an |Kiiiiibly happen to a yonn( 
towrrtiiK gcniui nnd nucrplibla heart. Mi 
a sirung appi'liU; fur mciety-, a cunilltutioDi 
chaly, wbicli loadn him By solitude ; a bit 
' obien'Ation anil rcnuuk ; a certain wild logii 
and sanie repntatiun fur bookish Imowiedge ; 
bined to make Dnma a welcome gucit wh 
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■oUtar and Isiier objects of nature's creatkni ; 
Mver at ease, witiumt bdng the netim of 
'§b easlaTer. ** U any thing on earth/' says 
MB* of obseirations written abont this petiod, 
ves Ae name of rapture or transport, it is the- 
I of green eighteen in the company of tiie 
I of his heart, when she repays liim wkh aa 
on of afiection.'' And yet, with all this de- 
please, Bnrns was, for some time, the moat mi- 
ankwaid hkt in tiie parish ; nor, nntil he had* 
e* eM >ee nt h year, taken some lessons ata eooi^ 
ehig school, and mixed a good deal hi sodal 
did this ankwardness wear away. 
b nineteenth summer, a new dreomsfaDce 
to ^crt some alteration to his mind and 
Se was sent by his father to the paiidi^adiOQl 
jOswaU, a good distance from hoae^ to leain 
ition, sorveying, dialing, &c The trade of 
ng was, at this time, carried on to a great tii' 
ng this part of the western coast, and it some- 
appened to Bums to fall in with those who 
it on. Scenes of swaggering riot and roaring 
ion were, till this time, new to Boms ; bat 
3 enemy to social life, and it being the joy of 
t « to study men, their manners, and tiietr 
he was not deterred from mixing in them, 
first learnt to till his glass, and to mix, without 
bacchanalian orgies. It was mixing, howerer, 
participating ; for it was long after ere his hahita 
! sud to have deviated at all firom the line of 
jriety. He went into these scenes not to give 
his own passions, but to see and observe the 
s of the passions of others ; he had early 
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conceived an idea, that he was as one sent 
world for no other purpose but to maik the c 
of others; and it was enough to recommeDd 
to his society, that there was sometfaiag 
about him, which exhibited human natiue in a 
light from any thing he had met with beibie. 
darling habit of obscrration. Bums, indeed, i 
almost crery other consideration. Long I 
quitted Lochlee, or was at all known to the i 
tells us that he made no scruple of ewea, " 
the acquaintance of that part of mankind, cc 
called bladcguards ; those who by 6iong^tle 
gality or headstrong passions have been c 
ruin. Though dbgraced by follies, nay sc 
stained with guilt, he yet found among tiien 
a few instances, some of the noblest Tirtoes/- 
nimity, generosity, disinterested friendship, t 
modesty.*** 

While making this progress in the knon 
mankind. Bums did not neglect the more in 
objects for wluch he had been sent to Kirl 
but pursued his geometrical studies with gr 
till Uie sun entered Virgo, a month which wa 
a caniiTal in his bosom ; when a chamiing { 
lired close by the school, orerset his trigoi 
and set him off at a tangent firom the sphe 
studies. It was in vain to think of doing s 
good at school. One week more which be 
did nothing but rave about her, or steal oul 
her ; and, during the two last nights of his 



* Bums, of himself— written March, 1' 
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Kirkoswald, had sleep been a mortal sin, the image 
of bis fair cbanner would have kept him guiltless. 

Boms returned home somewhat wiser, and perhaps 
not worse, than when he left it ; but he was still with- 
out any definite plan for his future guidance. While 
all hb school-fellows and youthful compeers were 
striking off, with eager hope and earnest intent, in 
some one or other of the many paths of busy life, he 
alone was " standing idle in the market-place," or 
only left the chace of the butterfly from flower tu 
flower, to hunt fancy from whim to whim. Vive 
fameur tit vwe la bagatelle ! were, for the moment, his 
sole {Hinciples of action. Poetry was still an exercise 
in which his mind delighted, but it was only indulged 
in according to the humour of the hour. He had 
nsoally half a dozen or more pieces on hand at a 
.tune, and took up one or other as it suited the tone 
of his mind, dismissing it again as the work bordered 
on. fatigne. His passions, when once lighted up, 
raged witli violence till they got vent in rhyme, and 
then the conning over his verses, like a spell, sootlicd 
all into quiet 

About the end of the year 1780, Bums and his 
brother Gilbert having heard that a debating society 
had been established in Ayr, resolved to try how such 
an institution would succeed in the village of Tarbol- 
ton. Joining themselves to five other young peasants 
of the neighbourhood, they formed what they chose 
to call the Bachelor's Chih of Tarbolton ; the declared 
objects of which were to relax themselves after toil, 
to promote sociality and friendship, and to improve 
the mind. The laws and regulations were furnished 
hv Bums ; and, in the last of them, we have the fol- 
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lowing happy dcsigiuiti(» of the qoaHficatkn 
sary for becoming a member. 

** Every man proper for a member of tbii 
must have a frank, honest, open heaxt» ab< 
thing dirty or mean, and mast be a profeai 
of one or more of the female sex. No hang 
conceited person, who looks upon himself as 
to the rest of the club, and especially no mei 
ed worldly mortal, whose only will is to 1 
money, shall upon any pretence whatever bi 
ted. In short, the proper person for this soc 
cheerful, honest-hearted lad ; who, if be has 
that is true, and a mistress that is kind, and 
wealth as genteelly to make both ends meet, i 
happy as the world can make him." 

This society never exceeded the number oi 
but continued its meetings regularly for somi 
Bums took a leading part in its discussions, fi 
he did not disdain to make considerable prep 
and thus improved greatly in that fluency of 
sion, for which he had been remarkable from 
licst years. 

In hb twenty-third year, partly through wi 
partly from a wish to set about doing some 
Ufc, be thought of turning flax-dresser, and < 
for a time in that employment at Indne ; but 
trial of six months, abandoned it as agreeing 
with his health nor inclination. 

The melancholy to which Bums was cons 
ally subject now increased upon him to sui 
gree, that he began to grow sick of life. W 
his father before he left Irvine, he thus despc 
expressed himself : « I am quite transporter 
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1^ Ihat «iDk long, perii^Ni very soon, 1 shall bid 
ludaiiBato all the pains atnd vneaiiBeM, and 
^tndes^ of 4iis weary life ; £of I assnra yon I 
ortily tired of it, and if I do not veiy much 
» MfM^ I could contentedly and. gladly le- 

Tbe soal, uneasy andconfin'd at home, 
leiti and eipatiates in a life to come. 

it fof this reason I am more pleased widi tlie 
1601, and 17th verses of the 9th chapter of 
itioos, than with any ten times as many veiaes 
Hdiole bible, and would not exchange tiie noble 
insia with which they inspire me, for all that 
dd has to offer." 

--Tkirrfore aiikey are htfore the tJbnoiM rf Chi, 
•ve Idm day and night in hiu temfU ; and ha ikat 
ntlh$ihirin$duiUdv)dl among thtau 
-Thaif ^hall hunger no more, neither ihiret amf 
mUhir thall the mn l^ht on them nor any heat, 
-For tJie Lamb that is in the midtt of the throne 
fd ihem, and shaU lead them unio Uo^ fountmne 
re ; and God shall wipe away ail tears from thetr 

lelancholy of this description, as those who 
tndied the affinities of mind must know, is 
er a while, to seek relief in the endearments 
ety, and has no distant connection with the 
* cheerfulness, or even the extravagance of 
A youth of so susceptible a disposition as 

• 

• Currie. 
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Dunis Imd not to wander long after consoUUoB 
new divinity Rekindled the flame of love in hU b« 
and a lover's hoiM>a soon rcvi\-cd ali nature ai 
hiiDt 

How sweetly bloom*d the gay, green bfark^ 

How rich Uie liawtliom's blossom ! 
As iindcmeath their fragrant shade, 

1 clasp*d her to my bMom I 
'Hie )^)ldon hours on angel wings. 

Flew o*er me and my dearie ; 
For dear to me as light and life. 

Was my sweet Highland Mary. 

'i'ho i;lraiii of hli»s, unhappily, was hot trai 
The object of tliia passion died early in life 
Bums was again thrown into tlic profoundest n 
choly. None of all his early attachments eq 
that to hi» Highland Mary, and yean after, t 
menihranci' (»f it was still so vivid, asto give b 
tiio beautiful lines which he has addicssod to 'M 
ileavetu 

Thou lingering star with less*ning ray. 

That lov'st to gn*et the early mom ! 
Again thou uslier'st in llic day, 

My Mary fnini my soul was torn. 
(), Mary, liear, departed shade ! 

Wlien^ is Uiy place of blissful rest f 
Seost tliou thy lover lowly laid ? 

Hear'st thou the groans that rend his bn 

The claims on Hums as a son and a brother h 
broke in ufvon the indulgence of his ]K*r8onal i 
The cnibarrassmenl.H connecdxi witli tlic fa 
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XocUee wnn Mnr dnnving near to a ciins, and his 
ftrther ttfae-HdiM of a coasm up tioii» wa» fiMt liasten- 
i^g to liii cad. Vnfli a view of providiiigaa asylum 
lor the imdlj in caae of the wont^ Bobert and his 
tawflMff OSkmt, tbe two eldeit o£ aefm diildren, 
took a kaae otf te fium of Mo«geil> in the viciiiity, 
bom Me. GaTJii HaaMhon, writer m MaanhHtif. The 
§um waa stodwd bj tiie property and individual 
iaviags of flie wiide fiuaily ; h was, in tmt, a joint 
cwcem . aBMog timn ; «id tiuthor they all re- 
moved atMar&nws, 178S. Wiffiaai Bams sanrived 
ttii nmoral only a few aM»tiu, and left Robert, 
Hhb In lus twenty-fifth year, at the head of die fa- 

' Bnas ealeied on his new midertaUng with a full 
M Mtf allo a JogoiotmdU wJis. He read'todng books, 
StpOiiiMbed cropi^ attended maricets^ but, unfortu- 
m0^3 tlie iirst year from buying bad seed, the 
Mnad fton a late harvest, they lost half tibeir crops. 
Disheartened by diese failures. Bums gave up his part 
in the farm to his brother Gilbert; and resolved 
to go to the West Indies to push his finrtune. The 
idol of his heart was, at this time, Jean Armour, after- 
wards Mrs. Bums , and as consequences existed from 
their oonneximi, toftiefc eovM no longer be concealed, it 
was agreed, in order to shield her from the conse- 
qaenoes of their improdence, that they should make 
a written acknowledgment of an irregular private 
■aniage, and that she should remain with her father 
till It might please Providence to put the meaps of 
supporting a family in his pow^. Butns accordingly 
CBtraed into an engagement to go out to Jamaica as 
an assbtant overseer or book-keeper to an estate. Nut 

FABT 1.] Q 
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having money enough, however, to pay his \ 
he, at the auggestum of Afr. Hamilton, the I 
of Mougiel, who had always shewn a strong 
ship for hiin, pabiished a volume of his po 
subscription, as a likely way of supplying t 
ciency. " My vanity," says Boms, " was 
gratified by the reception I met with from the 
and besides, after all espences deducted, I p 
nearly twenty pounds. This sum came veiy seat 
as I was thinking ofindenting myself for want o 
to procure my passage. As soon as I was m 
nine guineas, the price of wafting me to th 
sonc, I took a steerage passage in the first si 
was to sail from the Clyde, for 

Hungry rain had me in the wind. 

I had for some days been skulking from c 
covert, under all the terrors of a jail ; as som 
vised people had, (on account of his about-to-l 
nal relation,) uncoupled all the merciJess pacl 
law at my heels. I had taken the last farewei 
few friends ; my chest was on the road to Gr 
I had composed the last soog I should ever me 
Caledonia, The gloomy night if gathermgfut ; 
letter from Dr. Blacklock to a friend ojf mil 
threw all my schemes, by opening new pros 
my poetic ambition. The doctor belong^ 
of critics for whose applause I had not dared 
His opinion that I would meet with enconragt 
Ediiiburgh for a second edition, fiicd me u 
Uiat away I posted for that city without a sii 
(juaintancc or a single letter of introductio] 
baneful star that had so long shed its blastin 
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ploughman, had been too diligent an obaerrer 

man life, and knew too well where the sfiengi 

own character lay, to be daxiled by the gutter > 

greatness, or overset by the caresses of mnl 

His manners continued as they were at first, an 

ceased to be to the last hour of lus life, simple, 

and independent ; strongly expresdve of cc 

genius and worth ; hot without any tlung thi 

cated forwardness, arrogance, or Tanity. He 1 

share in conversation, but not more tiian belo 

him ; and listened with attention and defen 

subjects where he was in want of infonnation.* 

asked about his future prospects he spoke witi 

ration, good sense, and firmness. "The app 

of a Scottish bard is by far my higjhest pride ; 

tinuc to deserve it is my most exalted ai 

Scottish scenes and Scottish stoiy are the tl 

could wuh to sing. I have no deaxer um than 

it in my power, unplagued with die loatiiie 

ness, for which heaven knows I am unfit en 

make leisurely pilgrimages through Caledonii 

on the fields of her battles ; to wander on the i 

banks of her rivers ; and to muse by the statel; 

or venerable ruins, once the honored abode 

heroes. But these are all Utopian thoughts 

dallied long enough with life ; 'tis time to b< 

nest ; I have a fond aged mother to care for, i 

other bosom ties, perhaps, equally tender. 

the individual only suffers by the consequent 

own thoughtlessness, indolence, or folly, he 

excusable; nay, shining abilities and some 

* Professor Stewart. 
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eEari of Clencaim, of wbose patronage Bonu 
SBtd fainuelf in tbe fcrvcat lerms of gcBlitude 
B ffuoted, inlTDdiicf^d tlie baid to Lhc lUGctiaga of 
lalfdtmian Hunt, aix aajociatioa of the pnncipHl 
ity and geotrj of Scotlimd . Bums lepud tbc 
ODH attention whicli they beatowed upon him bj 
Ming to theni an enlarged and Improvtpd editjou 
1 poems. The conwiuusncBB of desert swelled 
I DOH in his hosani than it had yet done ; and in 
ing uf Ikiituelf iu this dcdicatJon be thill Loldly 
M bu itatioa in renown. 
Iw poede genius of my coimtiy found me, m the 
letic bud Elijah did Elisha, at Hw Plouou ; 
new beihuplring manllt over me. She bade Die 
he lotes, the joyi, the rural scenes, and mral 
ires, of my native soil, in my native tongue : I 
I mj wild aitlesi notes as ibc inspired." 

the £rst profits of this edition Bams HU enabled 
t6ty a desire, which he tiad long entertained, of 
ig those parts ofhis native country most attractive 
cir beanly or their grandeur, but mure esjiecially 

chosen spots wliidh the muses bad consecrated, 
floral scenes on the banks of tbe Tweed, the 
k, the Yanow, and tbe Nlth, first attnuted his 
: footsteps ; returning westward from whieb he 
ted, with elated heart, his Coila's native hannte. 
le 8th June, 1787, be anived at Hossgiel, after 
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mn absence of six busy and eventfol moBtlu. 
easily be conceived with what delist he was i 
by his mother, his brothers, and ssten. He 
them poi>r ; he retmned to them easy in his 
stances and lugh in lepatation. He retained ' 
unchanged iu his ardent affections, and ready < 
with diem, to the last farthing, the {Httance that 
had bestowed. 

After a few days spent at Mossgiel, Bums pn 
again to Edinburgh, and immediatdy set oat o 
to the west Highlands. From this journey he i 
to his friends in Ayrshire, with whom he sp 
month of July. In August he again riaited Edi 
w hence, in the course of the same month, be n 
excursion to explore the banks of the F<»th, an 
niantic tributary the Devon. 

In September he again set out from Edinbor 
more extended tour to the north ; passed thro 
heart of the Highlands ; stretched northward! 
ten miles bevond Inverness ; then bent his com 
ward across the island, and returned by the s 
the German sea to the capital. 

Every step which Burm> took in the course < 
various peregrinations was directed by poetic 
siasm. Not a spot which has become the sal 
song was passed unsought afler or unexplored, 
used to say, indeed, when speaking of oar ! 
songs, that as far as the locality either from t 
or the air, or the subject, could be ascertained, 
visited the individual spot firom which eveiy 
them had taken its rise, Loekaber and the Braei 
Unden excepted. 

It is almost unnecessarv to say, that at ever 
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he Tisited he was treated witli tlic same flattering at- 
tention which he had experienced at the capital, and 
received as a welcome guest by the noble, the leanu-d, 
and the gay. 

Tbewmterofl787 1788, he spent at Edinburgli, 
and in February, 1788, on settling with his publisiior, 
found himself in possession of nearly five hundred 
pounds. With thb sum he hastened to Ayrshire, and 
immediately advanced 200Z. to his brother Gilbert, 
who, with their mother and the rest of the family, was 
struggling with many difficulties in the farm of Moss- 
gieL His generous heart next turned to the object 
of its still dearer attachment, whom he found, on ac- 
count •of her constancy to him, '' literaUy and truly 
cast out," by her parents, ** to the mercy of the naked 
elements ;" and Ibtening to no considerations but tliose 
(tf honour and generosity, he repaired, by a public 
marriage, the momentary ills which he had caused her 
to endure. 

Witli about SOQl.y a wife, and a young family, 
Bams was now, in a domestic sense, to begin the world. 
He was not a little perplexed, however, about llu- 
course of life which it was best for hira to pursue ; liis 
mind appears to have wavered between returning to the 
labours of the plough, and employing the interest of tlu? 
friends he had acquired to procure him some situation 
under government ; and in the end, instead of cliusing 
between them, he stumbled on an unfortunate combi- 
nation of both speculations. In a letter, written at this 
period, to Mr. Graliam, of Fbtry, one of the Commis- 
sioners of Excise, soliciting his official patronage, ho 
says : " I had intended to have closed my last appearance 
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on the stage of life in the character of a coumti^. 
farmer ; but after dischar^g some filial and palemal 
claims, I find I could only fight for eustesoe in that 
miserable manner which I have lived to see ihtow a 
venerable parent into the jaws of a jail ; whence death, 
tlie poor man's last and often best firiend, re scned 
him." He wrote to tlie same effect to his eaily 
patron, the Earl of Glencaim. While expatiating thus 
sensibly, however, on the folly of undertaking a turn 
without adequate capital, styling it most jnatiy " a 
fight for existence ;" Bums was, nevertheless, in IreKty 
with Mr. Miller, of Dalswinton, for the lease of one 
of his farms in Nithsdale, and actnally c o ndnded an 
agreement for that of Ellisland about die time that be 
received a favorable answer to his application for an 
appointment in the excise. 

The inconsistency of this condoct was, after aD, mofe 
seeming than real. The letters of Bums to theEul of 
Glencaim and Mr. Graham may be regarded (tliey 
will b<>. so by (Kisterity) as a significant intimatioB to 
the gentlemen of Scotland, that there was someflung 
yet remaining for them to do, to save the greatest poet 
their country had ever produced, from falling bedL into 
the sphere of humble and laborious life. They Ind 
extolled him, they had caressed him, but as yet tfa^ Ind 
taken no step to place him permanently above iSbe 
necessity of daily toil, and thus to secme to the 
country the benefit of the full and firee exeicise of timt 
matchless mmd which he possessed. Driven at last ts 
solicit, the proud nature of Bums disdained soliciting 
more than any person, without the slightest preten- 
tions, ^li^llt have asked ; in irony rather than in good 
earnest he requested to U; made an exciseman, an oc- 
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Mi Mt mij the kufcst wliich be ooald litte 
; Iml wtnliy odiow in the eyes <^ the people, 
id aot jet acculoiBed tilenaehres to beer with 
leaoe the sjrteM of hMpifaitioB ni which Ifc b a 
A pnponi which ooght to hste tiled irfth 
eiCTf braett sensible of his value is apoe^or 

Ae hoaor of the oooatij, inslead of stilling 1^ 
idingaKB oftheday to find some more hMor- 
ivriiJQn for tiie iadignont snppficaat, was oMn- 
djy fislened to, and to tiie overisstfaigdis^noeof 
% a en— njiiiimi was sent to GoBa's baril lo be a 
r! Need we be suipt i s e d dmt Buns, on db- 
1^ the eitent of what he had to hope tnm Hbt 
s^ of the peal,8hoold,inq)iteofantiiathli 
Mie and eiqpeiience told 1dm of tfae^ficnilies to 
wmn te re d in any lanning project, have leMMd 
itamds lo moke the ezpeitfaneal^ ladMr thin 
ai9y siak at once to die ignoble station lo 

Usgeneroos patrons had agreed toahofe Um 
In a letter written at thb period,* be says, 

mixture of scom and homilitjr : " the commis- 
es by me, and at any future period on my simple 
m can be resumed. I thought five and thbty 
;s a year was no bad dernier resort for a poor 
if fortune, in her jade tricks, should laxk him 
fiom the little eminence to which she has lately 

1 him up.** 

m3 entered on possession of the farm of Ellis- 

ba June, 1788. In this situation be did not and 

not prosper. A small tenant with a trifling 



• To !Mrs. Duulop. 
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capita), he could only purchase success by 
personal labour and a jfrugality appioaching to 
penury ; but both were alike in opposition to 
pcrament and to tlie habits of Bmiis. "The 
the man and the fancy of the poet," says he, u 
written from EUisland, in December, 1788, ' 
two grand considerations for which I live; 
ridges and dirty dunghills are to engross the 1 
of the functions of my soul immortal, I had bei 
a rook or a magpie at once*" Both '* the hea 
man and the fwcy of the poet" had soon am; 
for indulgence. His fame naturally drew u 
the attention of his neighbours, and he i 
formed a general acquaintance in die district i 
he lived. Far and near he was a welcome gi 
on every occasion of festivity among the genti 
Nitlisdale, the company of the bard was ea| 
licited. Tlie farm in the meanwhile, for wani 
attention which he could not or would not pi 
and which he was unable to purchase from othe 
cd a thriftless concern, and ere long he began 
it with despondency and disgust. His mil 
turned to iJie *' dernier resort" which the 
rablc generosity of his country had seci 
him, and applying to the Commissioners of 
to be employed, he was appointed to be 
of the district in which Ellisland was a 
His farm was after this, in a great measure 
doned to servants, while be betook himself 
duties of his new office ; and, at last, pnid< 
not necessity, compelled him to relinquish it 
thcr, after having occupied it three years and 
It was while residing at EUbland, that 



N 
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Dte Ills " Tbjii o" Shantei," one of llie beat of b11 

prodactioiu. The ciicuniBlBiiceB wbicb gave nic 
il are worthy of a place in lileiarj histoiy. The 
ebnted Captun Grose having, en his teuc Ibrough 
>tlaDd, sb^ped some time at Csrse Huuse. in (he 
^tKiuibood of Ellisiand, wit]i Captain Ridiiel, of 
31 Kiddel, a paclicolar friend of Bimis, the anli- 
uian and Ihe pocl became " uucu [lacii and thick 
^tbei." Banu requeiited that Caplain GroBc, 
en be should wiat Ayrshire, would moke a draw- 

ot AUoway Kirk, as itisas the burial place of his 

m iu9 bonca ; adding, by way of enccuragcmeDt, 
t it was the scene of njany a good sloty of wilcl^es 
I Bpparilions, of which he knew the captain was 
ir The captain agrei^d to the request, provided 
poet would fiirulBb a witch ilorj to be printed 
Bg with it. Tom o' SJmnlBT waa aocoriiingly pro- 
itd, ajid was first printed in Grose's Ajitiqaitiei rf 
.land. 

Tic first appointBicnl wkicli Burn* had in llic cs- 
produccd about fifty pound* pet annum ; but 
big acquitted himself to the sariifatliou of tlie 
ltd of Coramisaioners, he had, about die time of 
leaving Ellisland, been appointed to a new dis- 
t, the emoluments of which rose to about seveaty 
ndi per aonuiu. This humble income viai now 
list be bad to trust to fur the support of himself and 
Bunily,wi(h ubom he removed to Dumfi^es, about 
end of ^ year 1791. 

luring the ensuing ;ear. Bums was soUdled by a 
a from Mr. Geuige Thomson of I^inburgh, lu 
I bim hilt aid in perfecting a select ccjilection of 
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ScotiM (In Mid wngi, of which tl 
{hojmM Ihe pnblicaHon. Mr. 1 
iLbI ■< Kmii- cliirming (nFlixiiei w 
oonsFiiic Mid ikiggnli while othei 
dnicd hIUi rhyntCB, in looip uid iu 
CDuld not b« lung in drcrnt comjw 
Iu uy, " To rnnDvc itiit trpmuh 
llik lo fllr BUtllOf of till- V-otlir't S 
fen thr lioDour nf CRlcdimin 1 wu 
iiiny bf indurad to Mkci ii|i Ote jNk 
HI lii« Mini- tine fulriud, iif " [i>yv 
(irivv" h« miglil damand roc hit em 
■uxtvlird 10 ihn pn)[iu«J witli tiiitbui 
■uhjrcl nf jwy, Ihim grneroutlir « 
 At 111 uiy nmnncnlton, ;ou nil 
■■llhri abiivn oi bilovr price ; ta iIm 
rlihrr be Ilic oDc or Uir eiber. In i 
■im with whkb I cmbBrli ii j«ui 
Ulk of montj, wagM, hire, &«■ wi 
firMlflulifn of' mil. A proof uf t 



aid 



nd. 1 il 



ir the four luccceding yean, I 

thr uicKii nf thin undvrMking ; u 
every our muit knuw. hu been 
Hings wbich be funuilivd lo tlilt i 
ni-aily all he wrote during the perl< 
h\t happieil efibrli In Ihia ipecie 
Wtlh Ihtt correspondence conneelrd 
Dreupy two tliirdt of one of thr i 

* Hiv lume expluiRtion uf Uils in 
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lilloB oi Boms* woAa, Tbe conespotadeicB 
liie foOcMrhig affectmg and nenioiibie 



(Mi^ Bans to Mic Thomtoii.) 

Brmm1k§Sol»affFirtikrttthMf, 1796. 

AfTEM all my boasted mdepondeattey 

anwHj «Qaipeb me to iatpkn ym for five 

w AcniBl*****of ahabeidaaher, to wbooil 

taking.U into his bead tbat I am 

a process, and will ia^yiibij 

bOojuL Do, for God's sake, send me tfiat 

■d tiiat by letam of. post For;^ me thb 

Mis, but yie honoitf of a jail have made me 

•taBtod. I do not ask all tills gratnitoiisly ; 

m reliiniing health, I hereby promise and CB- 

» lunidi yoB with fire poonds worth of te 

: song genins yon have seen. I toed my hand 

ihitMumthi 4fais momiiig. The iHeasare Is so 

t, that it is impossible to infuse mndi genins 

e lines ^ they are on the other ude. Forgive, 

me! 

(Answer.) 
dear Sir, 144h Jtdy, 1796. 

EvEB since I received yoor melan- 
«;tter by Mrs. Hislop,* I have been ruminatmg 

ated three months before. A letter not con- 
any request for money, but a most moving 
: of suffering. " I close my eyes," he says, 
isery, and open them without hope. Hook on 
nal day, and say, with poor Ferguson, 

wherefore has an all-indulgent heaven 
X to the comfortless and wretched given ?" a. s. 
T 1.] B 
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in what niaiinrr 1 could endoavoiir to alleriat 
Kufloriiigii« Again and again I thought of a 
niar^' otFcr, but the rtcoUiction of one of your 
on this tubjeetf and the fear of offimditig your ii 
dent ipirit, cheeked my retolutkm, I thank jrou li 
liion^foit* for the frankncu of your ieilcr of th« 
and with great pleasure inclote a draft for l 
mm i fmiposed tending. Would I were Chano 
tlu' Exchequer but fur one day> for jonr sake ! 
« • • • • 

I1ic verses to Hothemurche will answer fine 
am happ^r to sec you can still tunc jour lyre. 

Pt»nr Dums ! How liberally for others, how ns 
for himself, was his generous disdain of pec 
couhiderations interpreted ! Year after year 
been eoiilributing, by the noblest efforts of ] 
to eKtablisUi a valuable propitrty foiNsnotlicr ; a 
that pn)p(>rty had never yielded a single shil 
assisi him in the severe struggle which he mui 
gone through to support a young and numcr 
luily on the small income which his situation 
excise alfurde<l ! When, at last, compelled bj 
horrors of a jail" to *' imjdore** five pounds, 
account of all he had done, but of somcthinj 
to which he was still willing to task his 
sta^ngtli, how uuist every feeling mind bo pu 
learn, that tlie |>aitry sum was transmittal v 
assurance from his generous correspondent, tl 
had bi*en three long months " ruminating" 
something of tlie kind, and that tlie sum now im 
MjLH *• the trrj/siim he proposed $endittg!" Mr. ' 
w>n may be a very resjKH:table maaj ids corr 



cc •itii Bums silent him to be a sound critic uul 
an of Uile ; and liis coDOlij is inilvbtcil lo liiin 
Ibf best col IcctiDO eiistiBg of t).e ScatUih ain anJ 
1^ of past and modem dmirs ; but' ....... 

Vhen Biuni wrole this lust Jetter to Mr. TliaRticin 
1  Brow on the Suiway Futh," be had ictired 
ha to try the efffci^ of sea-bathing in lEnonting 
mslitulion oevei stiong hj nature, and much re- 
ed by  conne of life, marked, since his lendeucc 
Jumfnet, by irregularities to which his conjlilu- 
I was unequal -, bat which his most ooiuilsble 
ation rendenil sliuost unavoidable. Though of 
ithtelic form, lie had in hii constiiutiun all the 
uliaiitin and (be delicacies that belong to the 
iperament of genius. He was liable^ from a verj 
ly period of life to that interruption in the proccn 
digeuioo, which arises from deep and aniiaus 
pgbl. Connected with this disorder of Ilie »to- 
efa, ttiere was a diiposilion lo headache, frequently 
ompanied by violent and irregulai iDnrenients of 

heart. Possessed uf great senaibiiilj of nerves, 
im wa* in hit corporeal, as well as in his mental, 
tern, liable to inordiiute rmpressioni, to ferer of 
Ij as welt as of mind. This ptedispoation to di- 
■e, which strict temperance in diet, regnlit eiet- 
!, and sound sleep, might have subdued, habits 

a different nature itiengtfacned and inflamed, 
e iticadinate actions of the circulating system be- 
ae, at length, haUtoal ; the proceis of nntritioD 

* Hie author will eicose the suppreaaon here of 
3 wldch verge on undue severity ; the 
le which requites none. a. a. 
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to fail* 

E tlian B jeu before his di 
d«:linc in bis punonal aj 
Bppetile cODtinned unimi 

At fint, he iiui^ed that the lea bi 
of benefit to him, Uul a new stUck o\ 
bcDught him to b fuJl sense of hi> hop 
He Kpoki! of his death without on; of 
of pbiloBophy, hut with finnoeii u u 
as nn event liliely to happen verj » 
gave him concern, chieSy on iccoun 
and unpculectcd family which he mu 
him. He eipresied, at the same lim 
gree of concern about his literacy hm 
lu-Jy tlie pulilicBlion of his posthumc 
said, he was well aware that hi) death 
some noise, and that cveiy scrap of lii 
be revived against him to the injniy o 
putntion j that letters and verses, wr 
guanicd and improper freedom, and wl 
ly wished to have buried in oblirien, w 
about by idle vatdlj and i 



of hi 






i of >h[ill-1( 



leth of July. 179(3, no longer able U 
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A tm Ak fonrtli il»y Uipnufter cspired, in the 
irly-^gfath year of his age. 

The drath of Robert Burns made a dtrp impnii- 
<D en the Unn and coanti in nhicb be bad ipent 
t liOa yean of hii life, and. indeed, tliroughont 
e whole of Scottuid. UI9 connu^mm, nor Ibat 
By had lorthim, leenicd, for Uic firel time, tobBce 
wnse of his meadmabie wortli. 
The Kmibis of the ill-fali^d bard were honored bj 
■plendid pabtie burial ; subscripUonii weie opened 
r the idief of bis familj, and liberaliy fitted up ) 
■w ediliona of hb woiks were called foi ; and tho 
tat gnaoed with tribnCes lo bis memory. 
He died in grcst poverty, bul he died " owing DC 
nu" The independence of hi< spirit, and the ei- 
iptaiy prudence of bia t^ife, bad pmerred him from 
bl, and from eiery soH of pecnoiary meanneii. 
cm hil fint entrance into life to his dying momonti, 

bad been a atrict economiat ; not 11 be says In a 
tei vrillen lo hia old echool master, Mr. Murdoch, 
early as January, 1TB3, " for the sake of money ; 
itoneof ihe principal parts in my composition is a 
ad of pride of stomscli ; and I scorn la feat the 
X of any man living," la another letter, written 

• gentleman ten years afteiwards, ' encloiing 
ymeot of a debt, which be says bad been owing 
igei than he owed money to any man, be adds, 
di honest pride, " And now 1 don't owe a thtlliog 

It is tme, that " the boTTora of a gaol" hannled 



• To John M'Murdo, E>q. Dec 1793. 
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appeal which he did to the generosity of Mr. ' 
»on. But what were the circumstancei which b 
on this sad reverse ? It has only recently ci 
the light, that small as the salary was which 
derived from the excise, that Ittde all was uni 
edly diminished one half, in consefjoeoce of i 
lation of the board of comniissionerB, that all i 
shall sufFcr a diminution to this extent, when • 
are incapacitated by illness from attending t 
duties. Heartless, unfeeling regnUtion! Wi 
half of his usual resources thus cut off; with le 
thr hire of the meanest labourer, to supply the 
of a wife and four children, to supply his own 
while in the last stage of mortal anguish and 
ing ; is it surprising that Bums should havciiu 
some few obligatitms, which filled his proudly 
tivc mind with alarms ? Is it not rather aston 
tliat such a trifle, as that which he implored i 
ceivcd from Mr. Thomson, should have suffit 
discharge the only demand which pressed up« 
In his dymg moments ? 

If there could be any doubt as to the di 
which attaches to the gentlemen of Scotland, i 
fcring a man of Bums*s talents to descend at 
the station of an ordinary exciseman, to toil 
daily broad, there can be none whatever as 
everlasting shame which they incurred by all 
him to remain for years in that degiaded 
When Bums at first applied for a contingent a( 
ment in tliis service, intending to hold it as som 
in reserve against the worst that might beial hi 
suppressed the feelings with which it was imp 
for a n^an of his noble and aspiring soul not to 



\ 
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il ; bat oben ncKcuil; bod, bI laic, Ibninl the tUtin- 
fioB Bponhim, and when lie bad seen jean pkn >waj 
iridioul may gencraui offer lo ruse him Bbare it, he 
KTiipl«] nol Id avdw bow miicb he fell it had de- 
pkded him. Id i lener, wrilten to Mr. Gnhkme oC 
Fhitry, Id Tudicale himwlt from some injuiknu re- 
pcsenUlioD* nbich had been taade la Ihc boanl of 
•Mw. ropeciing hi« cDudact, he hu Ibi.' followiu^ 
ttoqucnl puaage: 

■' Often, to btftsiiog aullcipation, hare I liilened In 
■DBw fiitarc hackne; uribbler. with the heat} malici' 
■f nra^ >luf»ditj. eiulUogl; uwitiog lliat Buni!>, 
MMnithiUnding the fei^airmailt of iadpprndence to 
ke fbund in hb nuriu, uid aftci having beeu held op 
to jMiUie new, and ta public eitimatiDn, as a oian of 
■me gcaius, jet quite duiitote of leMarcn within 
lilMeU' to fQpport hii borruwed dignit;, dnlndleri 
IMd a paltry acamtii, and dunk out the teit of his 
O cf puntiila, and 

" In jour illuitrloui hand!, tn, permit me to lod^i- 
■j atnmg disBcoHa) and detianie uf tuch sianderciU', 

t I will nj it, the 
ly contdnol debasp. 
■■d hia indep^tdenl ^itish iiunt oppreauoo nught 
tnd bat coold not labdoe." 

It baa been aid, aitd too oftea repealed, IbilBnnis, 
Anag hk latter yean — nay, (rom tbe ray moment 
•f CBleni^ into Kidety — gave hinndf ap to habits 
oT mk aiiii laiii i and died ita victim. Htnr litde to 
bcrtried an be fedings of those wbo can lake plea- 
mn h diairing aiide tbe lai from the aocial follies 
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or weaknesses of such a man as Barns ! WcT' 
fact even as represented, does it beccune tbat co 
vrhicli so cruelljr neglected him, to speak with se 
of any alleviation which hu woonded spirit ma^ 
sought liom the state of humiliation and misc 
which lie was ungenerously consigned ? Does 
come those who imposed upon him one of 
meanest of pursuits,'* and an association with 
lowest of mankind," to talk of the eicenea to ' 
he may have fled to lull, for the moment, the r 
ing sense of his degradation ? Bat the hct has 
mistated. Bums was never the disMhite man 
he has been represented. He mingled much i 
ciety, because it was the only tpbere in whi 
could gratify that strong, and certainly not inju 
passion which he possessed for observing the 
and manners of men ; and because the active i 
gence of tliis passion was the only chance whi 
had of escape from that constitutional melanc 
which never ceased to pursue him. He waa finM 
most enthusiastically fond, of tiie social hoor ' 
was spent in conmiunion with men of soub emu 
to his own ; and, when seated with such over the 
ing bowl, it b not to be wondered, that he was i 
times slow to rise. Yet, whatever might be the i 
pleasures of Bums, he was never the man to sac 
to them either his business, his independence, < 
self respect. The supervisors of his conduct, 
officer, testify, that he performed all the dnties • 
situation with exemplary regularity ; the state c 
affairs, at his death, shew, that small as his in 
was, he kept rigidly within it ; and his most inti 
associates allow, that however freely he may 



\ 



airy indulgeuce. It is nnt potaible, eitfaer mora[]y 
ibjsically, Ibat the man who wms tbuB n^gnlor^ 
I econoiDical, tbua privateJy alutment, could baye 
1 the hsbilual )l«ve of inlcmpersnw which some 
era would have us to bclie>B. That his comitilu- 
, tatunJIy delicate, may have been nniMjual to 
I the limited indulgmcet nbkh be permitted him- 

and that bis death msy have beea Iissleiied by 
B, IB bat loo likely. But how much does it Dot 

to bis cooDtrf'a Bbsme, Uiat posscsaing a man of 
.□i.wboie liM> they could never repair, who contd 
■have tited long, by living with eicepding teiiipe- 
e, that be was not placed in B situation where the 
forti of life, the refinements of elegant society, 

ed every temptation to live otherwise than tfao 
I of hi) health demanded. Bums, as he telli us, 
1 only " for the heart of the man and the bocj 
le poet ;" he cuuld not enst without a plenitude 
motions; and it Has not his butt, iliat he was 
id to seek Uiem where atone be could find them, 
is deeply to be regrftled, that bis amlabte bio- 
ber. Dr. Currie, should, by lending loo t^ien in 
idle nuoours, have contributed more flkan e^en 
nost professed raemy could have dose, to gaa 
■cy to the prejudices which have prevailed with 
!ct to Buras's private habits. Dr. C. appears evi- 
ty to have been much fortified in his erroneous 
E^DQ, by the extravagant wamfli with which 
J, in the couise of his works, frequently breaks 
a piuie of our Scottish ntn (fit payi; as, fbrel'- 
e, when be exclaims ; 
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O wlusky ! aoal o' pUys ui' pnnki! 
Accept a bardie's humble thanks ! 
When wanting thee, what timeleas cnidbs 
Are my poor verses. 

Or, when he speaks of drinking a health 

in aold Nonss TtmioclE's 

Nine times a week ! 

It seems, unfortanately, not to have occmici 
Dr. C that nothing is more common widi poets, 
to support an ideal character in dieir writmgs, 
opposite to what they possess in real life ; and 
as Thomson has song an Amanda whom he never 
it was as possible the Nante Thmodc of Bonn n 
be a hostess who never knew him as a goest 
would the supposition have led him hi fnm 
real fret When the first edition of Bums's pi 
issued from the Kilmarnock press, Nanse Tfamoc 
whom he alluded, and who kept a public how 
the village of Mauchline, being congiatnlated oi 
conspicuous figure wMch she made in the poetf 
collections, the good woman shook her head and 
that ** the chiei had scarcely ever spent a shillii 
her house.*' 

The external appearance of Bums was most ] 
ingly indicative of the character of his mind, 
form was tall and manly ; his action energy i 
His features bore the hardy character of independ 
with a strong expression of conscious though not 
gant pre-eminence. " Strangers who supposed ( 
selves approaching an Ayrshire peasant, who 
make rhymes, and to whom their notice was an h 
found themselves overawed by the presence of i 
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■hu bore hiiDSeir hiUi diguily, and *liopoMene<] a 
DB^Iarpown of coHTCClhig fonrardoesi and d( le- 
pcUiDg ramuion. He na* open, at tbe lame Ume. In 
evcTj Bdcaoce of kindocst or benevolence. Hii dark 
and hsugbtj counlenance easily relaxed Inlo a look 
of good Hiil, uf pily, or of teodemeisj and ta the 
nrioiu eiDDtions succeeded each glher m bi* mind, 
aaramed. with equal ease, the eipreuioDofthe bioad- 
nt hnmouT. of the mrat e^itravagsnt mirth, of the 
dwpest raelanchDly, or of tbe most sablime emo- 
tion."* Tho fSfrid lightnings of his eye weie alnajs 
the hartiingeis of some flash of genius, to nhicb hb 
happj caiDmand of language aeter lailed to gitc ii- 
nAlible potency. " Man; others," saysa ladj, with 
irbotn he had tieen coBneclpd in friendship bj tiie 
^mpathiES of kindred genius, " niny have aacendrd 
pnnid«r heights in the region of Ptmassos, hot none 
ecrlaiidj erer onlshooc Bums in the chanm, Uie soi- 
eay, t -would ahncisl call il, of fascinating cDAreisa- 
6tmt the spontaneous eloquence of socifd nrgantent, 
or the anstadied poigniuley of hrilliant repartee. "t 
So, also. Professor Stewart : "The idea," be sa_vs. 
" which his conversation conveyed of the powers of 
bbmind, eiceeded. if possible, that which in suggested 
b5 his writings." In Ihe company of women, the 
•nldieiy of his cooiersaiioosl powers was more espc' 
eiallj apparent " Their presence charmed the liend 
of mdaocboly in his bosom, and awoke his bappiesl 
fcclings ; it eiciled the pwers of his fancy as well as 

 Cmae. 

t Cbaracter of Banu, by this lady, insetted in the 
P umft ies JaoTDal shortly after hb death. 
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the tendernefla of his heart ; and, b j restnini: 
vehemence and the ezuberence of bb laagoi 
times, gave to his manners the inpresnon of tas 
even of elegance, which in the companj of mei 
seldom ponessed. This inflacnce was, doubtk 
ciprocaL A Scottish lady, aocutDmed to thi 
society, declared, with characteristic mu9ei£, t 
man's conyersation ever earritd her m mmpltttij f 
feet as that of Bums."* 

The splendour with which he shone in oonvei 
has even dazzled some into an idea that poeti 
actually not hisybrte ; but though so much can sc 
be conceded, there seems, at least, leaaon to agre 
Professor Stewart, that " hu piedilectioii for ] 
was rather the result of an enthooastic and i 
sioned temper, than of a genius ezdaavdy a^ 
to that species of composition.*' The late D 
bertson, the hbtorian, used to say tbathb pioae 
positions seemed to him even more eztraoidinar; 
hb poetical ones. Among hb most elaborated 
doctions in the former dass^elaboiated at least 
compared with hb fiuniliar correspond e nc e - b 
ter on the celebration of the aniuvemry of the 
ous Revolution, which he addressed in Non 
1778, to the publisher of the London Evcnin] 
As it presents not only a favorable example 
prose style, but contuns a most satis&ctoiy d< 
tion of hb political principles, which, during h 
were the object of much fool misrq>resenta|ion, 
extracts from it may not be out of place. 



 Cnnie. 
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FOBTS.— ROBERT BURNS. tV8 

I JotrodoclDiy puagraph, not altogctbor 

laslWRlnesday in lay pnrisli chaTrh.mait 

join in giaufiil acknonledgment la Uie 
Ut Gd«l, foi the con^equFDt bJeuings of tlie 

n our liberties, civil mi] religioiw ; Cn it we 
■e indebted for the present rojal fsmit^, 

featutrs of whose admin isttstion hacc cnr 
esstolhenibjecl snd tenderness of fail rigbU. 
uid edQCated in revolution piinciplet, (ItC 
erf reason uid common-sense, it conld not 
y political pnjndice which made ru; bent 
le tiRnh abusive niannet in which the rcre- 
emaa mentioned the Uouie of Stuart, and 
m sbaid wai too much the Jangntge of the 

may rejoice snfficienlly in oor dcliveiance 
evUi, witliout cmelly taking up the aihcs of 

, lu be the mithors of those evils ; and «e 
God tor ail his goodneu to as aa a natioB, 

1 the same time, cnning a few ruined pcmti- 
, who onlj harboured ideaa and made at- 
it most of OS would have done bad we been' 



lunpie siaie oi me case, sir, seems lo DC 
that period the science of goremment, the 

! of the tme relation betveen king and mb- 
like other sciences and other knowledge, 
infancy, emerging from dtA ages of igno' 

Slnarts only contended for prerogatives 
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which they knew their predecessors enjoy 
which they saw their (royal) contemporarie 
ing ; but these prerogatives were inimical to 

piness of a nation and the rights of subjects. 

• • •  • 

" To conclude, sir, let every man who lias a 
the many nuserics incident to humanity, feel 
miJy illustrious as any in Europe, and unforti 
yond historic precedent; and let every 'Bnt» 
particularly every Scotsman) who ever lool 
reverential pity on the dotage of a patent, a 
over the fatal mistakes of the kings of lus foic 
This, it most be allowed, is vigorous writing 1 
just from the plough ; it is such, indeed, as all 1 
ing of colleges could not have materially imp 

Professor Stuart informs us, that Bums used 
with indifference of the simplicity of style obet 
Franklin and Addison, when compared with tl 
antithesis, and quaintness, of Junius. The 1 
have now quoted certainly partakes a good de 
taste ; and it may not improbably have been 
this, that his prose style was thought so mnc 
Dr. Robertson, to whom, if we may judge fitoa 
compositions, Junius must have been as great 
rite as he was with Bums. 

On the poems of Bums it is almost superl 
offer a sin^e observation. They are in the 1 
all the world, and in spite of the Doric dialect, 
tbey are expressed, have found general circu 
England, and been studied wherever the Eng 
guage is known. His elegant biographor, Dr. 
justly pronounces him to be one of the few p< 
have at once excelled in humour, in tendemesa 
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; A pnue unkuawn lo Ihe anfiDdta. Vid 
'^iach, ED Dud^n times, ia imlj dur lo AnsUttJe, in 
Oakespmir, ud, perhapji, to Voltajce. Whether 
be (tringa his Ijiv lo a inanJ ud derotlonal (beme, as 
)■ that mblimcst of pajlaiaU. The Cotlir's Satio^u 
m^tl, «T to one humijunnis and fuHailk, as ia Twn a' 
fkmmttr^ m tec him runoing nilh the same ease &Dm 
Ac lowest to the highfst keys ; and from tjic mv 
MitB which he posicised of asing dlher Ihc Scottish 
PUectortbe purer EiLglish, as best suited his pujposct 
l^maj be said to have entcnded bis scale by, at least, 
kfe additional notes beyond any poet that ever wrote. 
I . Wt ban seen thai, in his dying momuils. Bums 
W* trambttngly apprehensive that much that he had 
ivj^naidedlj written and wished buried in oblirion 
aaold be relived to the injury of hu future reputatkm. 
IB* (can bate prated but too well founded ; tbough In 
BHdomit mini be allowed, thatafeneratiaB for ever; 
pbg wiiicli can be tiaeed to the penofBunu bai had 
jp pest a ebare in such revivals as any enmi^ that can 
lie jnpiposed to exist to his reputation. It will not, it 
khoped, be regaided as erring in eiditrr f«nse, to prei^it 
jna with a small copy of verses by Bnnis, which have 
•Ot, it is believed, yet found their way into any of the 
BOeclJans of his workt. They were transmitted by 
Bonis tainuelf to the same newspaper wluch contained 
iialeUei on the commemociition of the revolulion, in a 
tola, of which the following a a copy. 

Ha. PariiTEa. 
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Sylvester Otway,* and the other fiavorites of thi 
Muses who illuminate The Star with the lustre o 
genius, your insertion of the enclosed trifle will b 
succecdiHl by future comroumcations from 

EUisUmdf near Yours, &c* 

Dumfries, May 18, 1789. R. BURNS. 

Tlie following were the lines enclosed. 

Delia. 
Fair the face of orient day. 
Fair the tints of opening rose; 
But fairer still my Delia dawns, 
More lovely far her beauty shews. 

Sweet the lark's wild warbled lay. 
Sweet the tinkling rill to hear ; 
But Delia, more delightful still, 
Steal thine accents on mine ear. 

The flower-enamour*d busy bee. 
The rosy banquet loves to sip ; 
Sweet the streamlet's limpid lapse 
To the sun-brown*d Arab's lip. 

But Delia, on thy bidmy lips 
Let me, no vagrant insect, rove ; 
O, let me steal one liquid kiss, 
For oh ! my soul is parch'd with love. 



* A name now lost to the lists of fame. Among ti 
Memoirs of Ancient Scots, however, there is one 
Sylvester Otway, which will be given in Part IL of tl 
work. A. t. 



' P0BT8*— ROBERT BtJRNS. lOJT 

I it mi^be interestiiig to the leadtt to know' 
g of the fortobefl of the femily of Barns, this 
mfbimation is transcribed from a note ap- 
j Mr. Gilbert Bonis, the brother of the poet, 
t eAtioB of Dr. Corrie's " Woilu of Bans." 
profits of these Tolaines, so jocUcionsiy se- 
id advantageously ratrodaced to the woild, 
oirie, together with an additional subsciip- 
one gentlemen in India, transmitted to Sir 
aw, of London, (tiie indefatigable friend of 
Dul j) increased by a very handsome additioii 
lelf and some Mends, in London, and Tested 
ids, in the name of the magistrates of Ajrr, 
» for the frunily, afforded the means of main- 
id educating the boys, and fitting them oot 
lereral destinations, and leaving as mnch as 
a moderate annuity for the support of Mrs. 

le sons of the poet, Francis Wallace, flie se- 
el in 1803; Robert, the eldest, was, in 1804, 
a clerk in the Stamp Office, London, where 
intinucs. 

am Nicol, the third son, and James Glen- 
> youngest, went out m 1811 aiul 1812 
( in the India ' Company's service, where 
. remain, William on the Madras, and 
the Bengal, Establbhments. The conduct 
rse young men has, hitherto, been creditable 
•Ives, and pleasing to those who take an in- 
them. By the kindness of the Marquis of 
Jaraes, three years ago, got a good appoint- 
le comracrcial department ; and the first use 
>f his good fortune, was to settle on hb mo- 
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JAIVIES THE FIFTH. 



Redoubted roy, your ragmen I* I have red. 
Proclaiming you the prmce of poetry. 

SIR DAV. LINDSAY. 



Pbince of the roving eye, and winning tongue ! most 
gallant and generous uf knights ! '* gude man 6* Ballan- 
^ghr* "king of the poor!'* Immortal honor 
to tliy name ! Although short was thy term of being, 
and melancholy its end, yet splendid as the meteor** 
was its course ; in life as in death thou wert all a 
Stuart. 

When the fatal field of Flodden numbered among 
iti victims the chivalrous James the Fourth, his suc- 



* Discourse. 
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cos«or, Jaraes the Fifth, was but an infant of 
and half old. Among the persons who had th 
cipal charge of his education, were the cek 
poet. Sir David Lindsay of the Mount, and tt 
gant translator of Boethius' Hbtory, John Bell 
The works of both authors abound with pASsa| 
ferring to the share which they had in the £or\ 
of the young sovereign's character. It would 
that to Lindsay the task had chiefly fallen of i 
ing the prince in his hours of amusement. , 

And ay quhen thou came from the schnle. 
Than I behufft to play the fule. 

On no man of his age could the snpcrintende 
niuinents of such susceptibility have more pre 
tially devolved. Lindsay was a man of elegan 
and grand ideas ; as great a philosopher as be 
p«>et ; a dctester of abuses and prejudices; m 
secret projector of some of the most importa 
provenicnts which soon after took place in the 
tion of his country. How many a valuable pi 
how many a striking lesson, must have impeicc 
mingled in those scenes of amusement, in wh 
enlightened a mentor was actor and guide ! 
parted from Lindsay too soon to have acquire 
him much of that skill in the art of government 
he subseiiuently displayed -, but to his influci 
may safely ascribe a large sliarc of that regt 
justice, that taste for literature and the arts, ai 
love of poetry, music, and romance, for which 
V. became no less remarkable. 
In 1524, when James was in his twelfUi ye 
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uied t^aag iOK MUm of the 

I, by fi Mn n* erosent, 
upun 1^ joong kinEjr i" ^^ ^* idm of Ijutuiiment 
into Iiii own bands. J I, lAtf dawefa^ed at an 
imiuiially early age tetn|Mi^ <rir^dtaActeTt 

eageriy embraced the (imWwij liO^ Ml^airing 
frooi Stirling, where I uni faoea tdlwdaJ, to tbe 
capital, he found thai ne ««» to be AadJcd in the 
neicise of tho soierei autknl^ bj fan tntOTs oi 
' goveoiDn, in the penvua <>t &e £*ri «( licMMn, the 
' Esiiof Aogu), LoidHiiir i,and AiebUAopB^a- 
>on ; and that he mm -naa palt wift Ht David 
lindsty, Bcllcnden, ( fl, 'Ao had b«ai the 

preceptora and amen jjWWf- I6mtb of big 

joBlfa. Unas not fi i B Uog b( tfc jsan to 

qunel with conditiuns ; undaj WM AARlNed wifli 
 peasioD; Bcllenden with a jm0mmiett in the 
chntcli ; JaiQce conHnlcd » aU flat Ui gbrteuora 
deaiied, and, for •' the eptea of aae yev," says 
Pilscoitie, there was " grent triumph and meniness" 
at ttn palace of Holylood. 

Aa firirioo of " the ioave* and fiibea" produced, 
■I ko^, a diriuon among On king*! goveraors, 
^Udi Bbded in the ascendancy of Angui, and ttie 
nflo of 'Uie Dthen from court, lie yoong prince, 
howeret, became ipecdily provoked at tiw state of 
milBtj in which he wai held by Angiu ; tire livo 
K had paued away, he bad Kcretty stirred 
JiellioQa Bguait the oitennble gDvernnicnt, 
iavtdet Id gel hhniiclf oat of tbe eait'i hands ; and, 
at lot, IB a moment of intemdtted watdifidness, he 
ccDtoved, in hii Gfteentb year, to escape fiom his 
keepcn,andftKlto Stii^g Cattle. Shotting himself 
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u|>()icto,hi'>eiil for a numbcrurthccliii-f ioidi ofthc 
kinydom, tu wlioni Ik laid furth the lUte of odioni 
subjection in whicli he hnd bu'n held by Aogui and 
ills kimnicu, uid " rowi-d Ihal Scutland iouM not 
luiid thunc iKith." Al the recommeiidatkin of the 
funi), Anj;u9 aiKi liiii iiiiisineu were Mgularlj SDm- 
moDed to abide (be result of a legal tnal ; Mid, ha- 
ving failed lu make their appearance, an edict uf pn- 
prtual Itaniiliment was ]>a«ed against the whole 
Uouglai race fur treason to the king's majntj. 

Janii'i, n(iw thai he was hu own master, shewed 
tliat he sloud iu no need of instruction how to role the 
rod of empiri!. The vigour and rajiiditj with whtdi 
lie proceeded tu reeiiver the counlrj from the stale of 
anarch} and oppression into which it bad (alien da- 
ring his huyhood ; the wisdum of his muainrei, and 
the firninns of their eiecution ; appear altogctbcr 
aslunistiiiig, when wc consider his citicme jouth and 
tlic difficulties whidi be had tu cncoauter. Collecling 
a laigu body uf nobles and their followers aiuond 
him, under the prctcncu of enjoying, in moni kmgly 
slyk, the jileasures of hunting and hawkhig, he made 
progieiws into all tlic more unielllcd paiti of the 
kingdom; made many ugual cxamplei uf local ty- 
rants and plundcnirs ; and, even to the most diilul 
iilci, sjiread the dominion uf the law. 

I1ie most memorable victim, in llie conne of then 
progresici, was the famous freebooter Jehnit Arm 
itnmg, whose name is still so fniuiliar to all the lorci 
of sung in thu south of Scoltuid. Hie story of h 
fate is alFecting ; nor Ls it in the jiuwer of all the m 
ral icUccliun ue can bring to the subject, to rcconc 
UH to it entirely. " When be entered in befbre I 
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T«^iyi.fftacodfe» ** be. cam TcniB wentBatfBB 
a&y <«ieU lioaed aUe genllmea widi hln^ vny 
kapfiidled, Iraatiiig that In respect Iw-lMri euB 
a kli|^ Snee wiliinglie and YohHliiiBe» not 
JripjMMr^ppiehnMiitbeflielang^hp m«U ob> 
niaairfiwow. Bot when tbe king mr kha nd 
CAWIforgeont in tfcw«pp«ieU» nndio 



•bonftliitfiMse* andbedtik.tet tf* 
q|.«f *lui«|^tp aejing ' Qoluut wnte jon kMne 
I kiig aodU hawef Bot iHien Jofane Am- 
p pewjetiul that tiie king kindled in aae teiB 
itMi» and had no hop of hbljff, notnillHliI* 
'Morygireatandfiaroffieiibqalielk he dhnd 
king, that is, that he shoold gnstene hiifif 
bii^ gentlemen ever leadie to avaitft iqpoikb 
fiat aemoe» and never*to tak a |itwnigi d fh^ 
lor Soottisiaan; seoondlie* tiiat Oair iMa noi 
il^ect in Enghmd, doik, eade» Ioid« ot Imhnmi, 
itUn ane certun day he sould bring ony of 

to bis majesty aither quick or dead ; he, sie- 
» bc^ of die kingis favour towards him, sud 
pnmdlie, ' I am bot ane fool to seik grace at 
noeless Seux. Bot had I known, sir, tiiat ye 

have takin my lyfif tibis day, I sould have 
upon the borderis in despyte of King Hanle 
Ml baith ; for I know King Harrie would doim 

my best hors with gold to know that I war 
nned to die thu day." So he was led to die 
d, and he and all his men hanged. «Qahilk," 
he same historian, '* monie Scottisman heavilie 
led, for he was ane doubtit man and als gnid 

B 3 
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tat rhiaftaJn «« rv'rt wm ujion (lie bon 
iJvaiUnd 01 Knglanil. And ilbrii fi« 
JriTUid man Im nrvlr muli'itod do Sc 
tin lud, thai from (he Scolliii bordn li 
Inglud ttiatr wu not iiw of ijntwteo 
pijri Ui ttil* Jiihii Anuilnap; uk tii 
of hit ciimtwt, lie wM Ml duubtll in taj 
Id unl(<i tlir more dfncluklly to dli 
■biu«>, anil no doubt to gntUy, *l tlii 
■Innin I'Muan fur roiuntlc ulientun 
tifirn to Umvtl Ihwugh the counlrj in 
ua thnw otuiiloiu, when qucitioocd • 
w>}> miwcrcd, " Ihr gudrman i^ St 
name which he bomwed from a iteep 
which leadi fruiu Qic nurl)i-wr*l of 
down to llw town- Of hi* NdtvnlurBi 
tn, many inttancM an* floating upon i 
It ia rditod, tliat onco hrfon letkinf 
pvw inio llw HHithNii (.'Oaniin, a wU 
un ilie waivt of Annan, rumplaincd 
in a late inciitilon iit lbs Engliib, th 
off her anly wn and two cowi, whlcb ' 
•uppoti and comfort on caiih ; that tl 
made eomplalnl to Sir John Charter 
Warden of the Wat M«fch«, Infor 
On' partjT were thtfn rav*^in({ a few m 
praying him (u uiid and telulm her 
bnt that Sir John rpfutnl her roqaut, 
witli llic graatcit rudrneu and conUi 
lold bcr, tn would ■bortty bo in Ann 
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Janes wl aul un his piusioii aad, wu^ he unrnl 
M llie hes^ of Kittav nie, i El A> poor 

womu'i coniplainl. Lra me Itmof 

Jus gmnls Hni] alviii M i -^ »A- 

Taiiced, wiili great sccretv, to  SCOW ; 

fcWbd^ i^BgtiUlng hhjis* 1C& li nd- 

VBlSp eictppt two or Ih] ; l v ia^ UB pro- 

tVeeded la the Cutic ai i aoA, h( of Ihe 

^WUM, he left all bb suite, nd eoouBg ^MN to Amfs- 
'.kU gBlE, requested (he porter told] Sr John Cbtr- 

ing bj Uie English. Ibe porta VW lodi to di>- 
tda mutei, sn^ii^, ha mi gooeto itama; but 

king bdlnng him with a diver pwt, kcirent, 
I and letomed whh hd Bosna.diBtSlT Jofamm going 
' to dinner, and would avl be tUiturbed. Tlw king 
Wbod Ae nuu again with two groats, and desired 
kb to tell liis master, that Ibe gcueial nfet; dr- 
peaded upon bis immedialetj firing the beacons, and 
aknug tbe cauntrj. Sr Jotin, apon this aecond 
Meiaige, Bew into  great nge, and dueatened to 
pMdi dw impoftnnate messenger for lui temerity. 
Tho king now hribed another seimnt wi^ goM, lo gu 
to SnJafaBukd tell him, that thrgmb wmnf BaUan- 
M^ had bm waiting a couiiderabte time at tus gate 
Iwadnuttanee, bntinvain. Atlhe same time, thron- 
■g off Umi mean gaiment that coTefed hii rich attire, 
be HHiBded his bogle hom for his attendants to come 
mf. Sit John appnra to hare heen no stranger to the 
thk of " gwb null of BaUmgmgk," for, as sooa as lie 
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rociMvoil the tliinl im*ssagc, he came in • great fright 
to the kiiii;. who harshly n^priiuandcd him far this 
grrnt aluise of the trust cuniinittvd to his cbai]ge, and 
hringiiig to his nvolh'ctioii the case of the poor wi- 
dow, coiiimnndfd hiin to indtMiinify her for her lost 
tcnfokl, adding, thnt if iu'r son was not ransomed 
within ten days, ho. Sir John, should be hanged. As 
a farther token of his displeasure, the king biUoted 
uiHMi hiui his whole retinue, in number two Uiousand 
knights nnd hnrons, obliging him io find them in pro- 
vendf-r during their stay in Anuandale. Tlie heavy 
e\)HMi<ie i^hieh was thus incurred, is said to have 
Imiught the Aniistield family under a lomi of incum- 
hr»iu'e, whicli Uiey never could afterwards entirely 
ihniw otF. 

The Aniisfield family were not, however, singular 
in this Inst n>spect ; for wImI they incurred as a just 
punishment, many others were in%'ol%-ed in from more 
gi^nerous motives of hospitality. Indeed, a progresi- 
making king, like James, could not iMve In^en oUierwise 
than an ex^HMisive one to a prood-spiritetl, yet poor 
nobility, like thnt of Scotlaml. Among other instan- 
ces, which might hi* mentioneil in illustraUon of this 
remark, therv* is thnt of CiillHTt, the eighth Lonl of 
Somerville, Mho is said to have rciluced hiiuselfso 
much by the cost to which he went in entertaining 
Jnuu's and his court nt his Cusile of CoHthUittt* that 



* Since called Coukia'Uyf a name bestowed upon it 
in coiisiH}uence of the extravagancies of the last lord, 
of the name of Somen-ille, >»ho possi^ssed it, who had 
every day at his tabic a bullock dressed entire* a. s. 
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II H due, bowever, lo Ihe &c4«tf* aaU% to Bee- 
m, that however costly a guett JoBM waj Ima 
lea Id tbrm, be seems otyei (tf we Ocspt tba cuei 
*r MCb ddiuineDlE as Sir John oT AadgOeU} to bire 
]Mcti an imxelcoine one. The botpiMBtf iM wUcb 
ttfy cnij where receired him wu •■ Mt^  it 
^tu (ponuneouilj magnificent. . An «x«^de oT lbi> 
k pi«NTired in some of the bistodn, of to ipleadid 
W mmutic  descriptioa, thtt, bst for IditodB Mi- 
■toriiy, it would scarcety be belicT«d. He king 
bwiig uiBOunccd bis intentiuDOf gtHOgM mfanBtkig 
KomioD inio liie <vilds of AlhBl, " Ot bda of 
AthaUhciiing of bis coming. niriJ g»Mt MmI p»tiilBu 
pDiuioa for him in all lliingii pattlhtng to inn 
prince. He caused mak nnr erakni pilicili to the 
Ud|;, Ills mother, snd ilii' {iii|>e'i unbusadoi (who 
mompcBied bis mnjesCy.) Quhaiiby tbe; wer ala 
■411 «iMid u if they bad been in on^ pilkce either 
rf BeelbBd or Inglud, and equivalent fat the ^mc 



* To sell with power of ledemption. 

t Jama the ^Ih MeDU to bare proSted b; his 
' |mdfallni'» eipmenee in thia teipect, when be 
e^K to adnuniitet the aflain of Eoglaiid. There is 
a ttory, is the Percy Anecdotes of Hoapilatity, of an 
FagHib nobleaian whom his majeity wai gnchinsly 

Kto ruin by the frequent vinta wbkli be paid 
d vUk lu MW inUnlini. *■ >- 
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o( tliair Imuting ; qubilk was biggit in the middle of 
alio greine medow, aiid the wallis thairof was of ^cm 
timber wovin with birkis and bigpt m funr quutem 
as if it had been ane palace." This palace " was 
hung \i\\\\ fyne tapistrie within, and weill Ug^ited in 
all necessar pairtcs with glassin windowis." Hen 
*' the k^'ng was %-eiTie weill intertained for the ipsee 
of tliric dayes with all sik delicioas and nunptiunii 
lueatte:} as was to be hade in Scotland for fleKtni^ 
fischiit, and all kyndis of fyne wyne and spices re- 
quisit for ane prince. Fardder thair was no fisches 
that could leive in fresch watteris but war thair swim- 
ming in ane fos<ie about the palace (of sixteine fate 
dorp and thirttie futo broad of water, orer qaldlk 
thair was ane gn.'at portcullis of trie.) It issidd by 
the space uf thir thrie dayts that his grace wms tiuur 
tho Krio of Atholl was everie day ane thousand pon^ 
of oxpenss. Tho |H)pe's ambassador seeing so giceit 
ane triumph in ane wilderness quhair thair was no 
toun neir be twentie myllis, he thought it ane gieat 
manoll that sik ane tiling could be in Scothmd, that 
i!!! so court lyk and delicious intcrtainment in the lugh- 
landis of Scotland, quhaer he saw nothing but woodit 
and wihlomoss. Bot most of all did this ambassa- 
dour when tlic king was cuuiing back from the hontis 
marvel to see tho highlanderis sett all this palace on 
tire, that the king and ambassadour might see it 
llion the ambassadour said to the kyng« * I niarrel» 
sir, 3'oe late bume yon palace quhurin ye war so 
weill eased.' The kyng answerit, ' It is the use of 
our highland men, that be they neii'ir so weill lodged 
all tho nvcht thov will bume tlie same on the moine.**' 
£ro James had attained tho age atwhlcb other mea 
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kp ttprOtt he piirt of men, be hut alicadjr, 

Z a^ ^iffto It aa admiDisOation M wnU hsro done 

■{boiie to tbe matjiTcst age, rejtor^ IIm COmlij to a 

Cgm of pence uiil quiet to nliid it Iwd long been 

The people began la l>n|>c' and be 

X lu9 care. Had id Ibe 3[q>clUlioB bj irbich 

 delighted lo diilinguiah lijiu. dmrcd knr tinl} 

d the voilli of a paiiiode V^ Otbei 

ra bare been called great, and bold, aod B^tj ; 

1 the bi nobler pride at Jtata T. to be 

"- GOrTnePooB. 

tfa t5S3, JaiDfS, being I ' ti -lUld 

■r, tent hie olil precept j . wid 

^Jitba Canipbell uf Lo lu m an into 

IBMOj, to (real of a i e • P M 

 Ibe iInpI^nal fiunily. 'k ut ba rot m 

" both Itulie, I goid 

\ga of women -, uui, igu f nM|Jit 
s irith tbem potUBit? of tbc laffieg, wtueb woe 
e Ijk" (tu tLu life) ocilliei of tbem appeui to 
"le fancy of the joung king, •bote at- 
I bad probablj been dian-n to tbe greatar me- 
CM of a cunni-cliun uicb France. Tbe Duke of 
dome bad a lisnghler, of trboae duuiiB fame 
X high); { and on thia lady, Jamea now tnrDed 
^ malniuoniid speculaliona. Mote lerioiii, bomber, 
H kings usually are in sacii raatten, beiewlred 
la wed on die faith ot any cannos likencN, but 
witii his own eyes Ibc ladj wbom be ihonld 
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tended by a numerous and splendid retinm 
and gentlemen. The landing of Hm gallan 
Dieppe was attended with a singular effect; 
beyond any thing perhaps ever heard or tern 
redoubtable the very name of Scotsineik wi 
cient as in modem times. The Emperor an 
France were, at this time, at war ; and Iht 
tive armies, of 80,000 and 60,000 nlni, 
camped opposite each other in the neighbo 
Calais. " Now word," says Pitscottie, •• c 
emperor, that the King of Scotland was lam 
Newheavin besyd Deip, with ane army to th 
of twentie thousand wariyk men, and that 1 
the King of France contrair the emperor, 
perour heiring of this, he tuik sic fear of th 
Scotlandts cuming, that be lifted his armii 
turned home againe !*' Only think of eig 
sand heavy Germans flying helter-skeher i 
Rhine, at the report of a " King of ScotU 
ing"!! 

From Dieppe, James hast^ied to the sc 
Duke of Vendome. Wishing, however, t 
fair expectants, " pulchritude and behavioi 
b« hir," he had recourse to one of his lavf 
querade devices. Dressing himself in a pla 
made one of a small party who posted forwi 
duke*s castle, and presented themselves as s* 
nonnce the King of Scotland's approach, 
gave them welcome, and introduced them 1 
and daughter, seeming thus to afford Jan 
opportunity which he desired. The fidr 
curiosity, however, had, by means of a 
])rocur(*d from Scotland, acquired so complet 
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Irdge of llie Sabaea of bei roj>l sahnr — bii oval 
face, aqfulhie Dote, bloe cjet, and jiJIiib bur — thai 
■he ^iiKBl ranoeditlelj lecogniaed kia HBon^ lb« 
ptclaidnl fqniwa of Jow degree, wtdt itBllphg up to 
Um, took bim b; Ibe band, itjiag, " Mr, wkj ftand 
JOB » bi aside ?— If it please jout gHM to iibow 
jo&nctf, it will pride my father or ae to do yoii h^ 
BOur." JanKa. finding lo hit lui sindl eontiuioB thai 
hH rfitgiii» had failed biu, fraoU; arowed himielf, 
^nbiBced (he duke, kissed the dnchen, kned the 
■Canghler, and Ibcn, as the chianiclm tell, " tliaii «u 
nfiihingbot miiriiicas, banqueting, and great cheir, 
lad lovelie camraouing belwint the Lingia gnce ami 
Ifar fair ladies, with great musick and plajrag ou in- 
and all athei kjnd of paitim^ for the 
[>, with Lntis, shalmea, trompettja, and organes, 
all kjndof melodioosinstnuoentia { with justing 
■-VBd nming of gicat bons ; quhilkia paadmea weie all 
1diM Ifae KjBg of Scodaad." 
BDwa passed eight dajs with tbe Dnfce of Ven- 
tc ; but, though many lore tokens passed between 
and the dute's daughter, DOthing was laid of 
nmgc ItwBithODght to be a mark of respect 
to Ibe King of France, to consult with his ma- 
f bcdbiB ofiering to deprive his dominions of so 
■n onsiDent. jsrae* accordingly repaired to the 
'emit of the French king ; but ciiconulancei Inune. 
■Ij Bfoae there, to make him fofget the poiposc 
•ritt which be had viuted it. Magdalene, the eldest 
i^m of the French monarch, a lovely but sickly 
ideo, in the last stage of an early decay, became, 
tint dght, deeply enamouied of the Scottish 
MX ; hCT wishes were not concealed ; the gencro- 
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siiy (if Janics was appealed to in a nmimer which hi 
luve i-T aiiutiicr could not rcsut ; t]ie fair Vendom 
was {sacrificed, and the Princcu Magdalene becam 
tlic Scottish queen. 

The nuptials of the young pair were Mleninicei 
with Krent ]ionip at Fans, and celebrated thronghon 
t)ic kingdom by the most cxtriTagant rejoidngi 
** Thnnigh all France that day thair was joating an 
nininR of liorss pniclaimcd with all utfaer nuiKe ex 
«TciM', as also skirmisching of Bchippia through al 
the co^istis and firtliis ; so tliatin tounes, landis, sea 
firthin, villages, castles, and toures, thair waa bo mai 
that might have hard for the rcard and noyae of can 
noni's aii<l uther munition, nor scarslie have aeiiie fo 
the vH|K}uris Uiairof." 

Willi greetings equally general and cnthnuaati 
were Janu>s and his bride welcomed home to Scot 
land ; but ere a short month had elapsed, the joy c 
Iwtli king and people was turned into deepest moun 
ing* In vain had the sickly Magdelene sooght t 
escape in the arms of Hymen from the gripe o 
Dcatii ; she arrived in Scotland only to breathe he 
IahL To aggravate tlie stroke of affliction to James 
ti<lings arrived, almost at the tame moment, froo 
France, that tlie fair Vcndome, rendered inconiolaU 
by his <le.sertion, had expired of a broken heart 
Melancholy situation ! The bride of bis compaisioo 
and tlic love of his choice, laid at the same instant h 
the grave ! 

It was some time before tlie grief of James* fa 
this sorrowful termination to his first schemes of do 
uiestic happiness, would allow him to think of i 
becoud marriage ; but be, at length, yielded to tbi 
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It iwrnwifrti tiop daily piessed vptm him by 
Wi i<Wii<c«ifciw^ of pnifidiiig ao liieir to lib sceptre. 
iBfi. niiiliri atai incfiaed him to « conBectioii with 
EnuMe ;•. bsBt ^n^ther it was» that maniage was now 
iMftafttfiiirof the heart with him thaa formerly, or 
telUtMBoUectioiia of. the French court wete soffi- 
tie^to^gaide him in fflaUng a saitaUe choice, he did 
■H^ilULit Beeesmiy tomake it a seoolid: vidt on a 
htm^* eumbd. He sent an ambassador to demand, 
HI 4iks<«ljeet of Us pvefereBce, Matgaiet, datt^ter of 
fll^SHktet Gvise; and, in a few weeks after, he 
InvI: As pkasue of saioting this lady as his Inide. 

-JJMmii.sliB oontmued to shew tlie samd command- 
l^^ivlmess in ^ admiaistoatiQa oi his pdblie duties 
wUsli had madLed his early caitter ; Iral^ at last, op- 
beg^ to thwart, and nusfortanes to ciowd in 
him. £& pttiaatamce in tlie leiigibB of his 
winch was diat of tlie majorityaf the na- 
proeiiied him dn enmity of > aU who were fiiTor- 
MB of the Befbnned system, then spreading fast in 
Scodand, as it had already done in England , and 
many calnmnies with which his meoK^ has 
imgenerously loaded by some piotestant histori- 
Jaraes is said to have fallen nnder the influence 
of n crafty and licentions priesthood, and to have 
been cajoled by them into a rapture with hi^ uncle, 
Henry VUL conthury to the true interests of Scot- 
; and for no other purpose, but to prevent the 
of that ecclesiastical reformatimi of which 
had set so signal an example, by the dissolu- 
of the monast^es. The rupture with Henry 
I, indeed, unwise ; but was a rupture with £ng- 
imid ao rare a thing in the antient history of Scotland, 

c2 
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tliat the prcsi'iit ( an tw accounted for on no other 
kiippositioii than tliat of prie&tiy domination ? Were 
other wars with Kni;land generally su consistent with 
Nfjund ]Mjlicy, that this must be looked upon as so ex- 
traordinary an exception P And is the manly and 
intrepid James V. to be the only prince of Scotland 
wliu is not to be allowed the benefit of an eiror of 
jiirjirnient in thi^ respect, but set down as acting on- 
(liT the fJrspicablc guidance of a worthless priest- 
hood ? Now that time may be supposed to have 
extinguished party prejudices, candour, I think, most 
allow, that James, in going to war with England, may 
have probably thought tliat he was only following 
out th<> «>aiiie line of jiolicy which had been observed 
by his predcce<iSors for ages, and as uniformly com- 
mended by the nation, with whom hostility to Eng- 
land wa!», for a long time, a test of the purest patriot- 
ism, lliat the clergy may, from corrupt motiTCS 
of their oun, have been forward to stimulate and 
av*ii!)t James in hiii enterprizc against Henry, is likely 
enough ; but every one must sec, that all this may 
have easily occurred witliout the existence of any 
undue inHuencc over the king's ideas of prudent go- 
vernment. The .supposition, indeed, is strangely at 
variance with tl>e whole tenor of James's character, 
the master feature of which was a dignity of self-will, 
which made him, even in boyhood, obeyed, respect- 
ed, and feared. It U still more strangely atvariaoee 
with some particular facts, which shew, beyond con- 
tradiction, that James, though certainly no friend to 
f^cclettiastical innovation, was as little a friend to 
priciitly degeneraey ; and, far from being the bliad 
instrument of his clergy, took an active part in the 
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«f tficir pn^jUe md ungodly pnctlces. 
and prote c te d In tuAj totor. Sir Da- 
nMUaitky, Ae John-^K-Baplittof flie Scotdah Re- 
,«iHaewQiinweKoiMooiitiiiBed saoeession 
OB Uk 'vioes Hf Ihe deigy ; and it was by 
Doontfnd, that Uk cefcbnted Ba- 
ids fW Buha a wai, oae of die aeverest 
^nUfcn i^iJMt die lUnhfa pneadiood, a 
byBsdHHHUiV ^kndaa» iHieii after- 
Anmm IbIo pdaon oil mooomak of it by the 
tlitjf TShmatX ttt JJOiim. ^ Ummm mAmffmsexem^ 
fliiMb vtfi SeHmrmm mi icriftciiifi Mfar hmmt erat 
SitHM.** HowabaaidtolH^^lhat dKpalnni of 
JMMJi iiirtwi aslliese eoald kaie bees* at aU, under 
fHpity mneooe or oouirooi! 

ilia eertah^aotwitt«iaariBBg,dMitd»iMiMaili i of 
Ab BciMiiaed rdg^oa, irlioae hopes of aoooess all 
OB die. sa|^K»rt of.Eng^md, did ca Btii i e , by 
of die injurious poreteiffNhi^die war against 
FrgL**^ was merely a war of tbe priests — to cause a 
dcgiee of badcwardness in its sapport, wliidi James, 
left IbfT die fint time in a state of partial alienation 
nobles and people, felt most severely. He 
of too piDod a spirit to give way, even when all 
tatfipenly abandoned ; and perristed in tbe contest, 
wridi means wlndi could lead only to defeat and dis- 
^Boe. Tbe battle of Solway Moss, one of the most 
JBgbnMHiii in oar annals, fonaed tbe dosing scene of 
ttb abort and beardess adventure of waifiue. When 
&e tiffings of it reached James, wbo bad retired in 
Agnst to Lochmaben, he was struck to the heart 
widi Bortification and grief; he hastened to £din- 
bot only to abut himself up from all comfort 

c3 
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nnd consolation ; after eight days, he passed over to 
the palacp of Falkland, in Fife, where be became so 
ill, that he took to his bed. Life was now ebbing fmst, 
when intelligence was brought bim tbat Queen Mar- 
garet, by whom he had had two sons, both of whmn 
died in infancy, but who had become again pregnant, 
was delivered at Linlithgow. James inquiredp whe> 
ther it was of a boy or a girl ? The messenger an- 
swered, that it was a fair daughter. The king, on 
this, mournfully said, ** Then farewell, it (the king- 
dom) cam (to the Stuarts) with ane law^ and it 
will pass with ane lass.*' After this, he spoke little, 
but smiled on the lords who were standing arannd 
his bc<I, held out a hand to each of them to kiss, and 
then, clasping his hands as if in pious ejaculation to 
Heaven, breathed his last. He died on the 14tb 
December, 154'i, being then only in the thirtieth 
year of his age. 

The infant daughter, on whom his sceptre devolved, 
and of whom his dying words were, indeed, prophetic, 
\%as the celtrbrated and unfortunate Mary. 

Tlie mere narrative of such a life as James's, makes 
any summary of his character unnecessary : there 
are no incongruities to reconcile, no great faults to be 
put in proper balance ; it is throughout vigorous, 
splendid, and consistent It still remains, however, 
to £11 up the sketch, which a feeble hand has at- 
tempted to present, of the leading events of his 
history*, with some traits, which, though not less 
interesting, rest, as it were, in shadow. It has been 
seen how inflexible James was in the administration 
of justice, but it has yet to be told, that he was the 
fir^t of the Scottish monarchs who took care to make 
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4»Ae. people what their ri^ti wera. In 1540, 
h^iimmiii^whcih AOM oi PmUiiwbC ef lik xeign 
ii»ll|?jpifailed ia the ▼nlgar tongue ; a meaime quite 
" to tie ttbitnajdaims of tbeCend*!' barons, 
ncent tm^kkioin of the'Sci^itiiies into 
ms to the eichisive pretentions of 
c^igy*. It cannot be aaid, thai James 
to.the latter; bathe set an ex- 
eswotially prepared the way for ft. Al 
Itim^ not poMMsed dT any of that reli^^biis fer- 
imm wphkh heguk to distbgiiish the age in which he 
WMp 9^ *PP^^>>^y ^^ sensible of tiie impprtance 
^ iditf nni fiborty to tlie spread. (^knowledge, James 
^Ml atftat^ deuAms ibc the informatioii of . Bfla sub- 
jIbIi in aU other respects. Of die elegant and use- 
ill %tlSf and of all branches of what w^ caOed pro- 
kawhig, he was m liberal patnm and .active 
** He fomnched the countiie^*^ s^ys Pits^ 
cotlie> a writer not the most charitable to his memory, 
<< with all kyndis of craftismen, sik as Frenchmen, 
^lainyardis, and Dutchmen, quhilk erer was the finest 
of thsdr professioun that culd be had ; quhilk brought 
tiie coontrie to great policie.'* Undsay, Buchanan, 
Bellenden, Maitland, Montgomery, Henryson, and 
many others of inferior fame, were among the men 
of letters who contributed to shed a lustre on his 
]td|pD, and who, in an age when there was no reading 
jpnblic, could live on the patronage of the court alone. 
JBdIenden he employed to translate, into the Scottish 
tongne, the Hutory of Scotland by Hector Boethius, 
am anthor to whom Dr. Johnson has done the justice 
of saying, that he ** may be justly reverenced as 
CKf the revivers of elegant, learning;*' and, sub- 
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scquentl^-, lie gave the same aatbor a commiwiim to 
execute a translation of Ijvy, the first of Romaii faii- 
torians.* In a poetical prologue which Beliendeo 
lias prefixed to the latter version, he pays a jnat tri- 
hute of praise to James for his encoQimgement of oar 
native literature, and farther speaks of him, m beliig 
himself distinguished for his literary productions. 

And ye my sovrranc he lyne continewall 
Ay cum of kyngis your progcnitouris, 
And vrritis in ornate style poeticall 
Quick flowand vers of rcthorik cullouris, 
Sa frescliiie springand in yourc lusty flouria. 
To ye gn>t cuuiforte of all trcw Scotsmen; 
Be now my nmse and ledarc of my pen ! 

Prohgui, staraa 3, 

The only reputed specimens of James's poetical 
talent, which have survived the wreck of time, are 
the two ballads of the GaberlunzU Man and the JifUie 
Beggar, The former stands ascribed to him by nni- 
versal tradition down to the present time ; the latter, 
if really tlie production of James, has been, at all 
events, greatly modernized. That James was him- 
self tlie hero of botli ballads, there can be little donbt 
The adventures Ihey describe arc precisely of that 
description in which this sprightly prince delighted ; 
for it is not to be concealed, that James was a rover 
who sipped from many flowers. The following Terscs 
of the Jollie Beggar will bring forcibly to the recollec- 



* Only five books of this translation were com- 
pleted, and they still remain in MS. a. s. 
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tion of the reader the adventure at the Castle of 
Anusfidd, which has been already related. 

He tuik a bom frae hb side, and blew baith loud and 

shrill. 
And four-and-twenty belted knights came skipping 

our the hilt. 
Ani w^U gang nae mair a roving, ^c. 

And he tuik out his little knife, loot a* his duddies fa. 
And he was the brawist gentleman that was among 
them a'. 
Af^d we* II gang, ^c. 

The Gaberlunsie Man, which is least unquestiona- 
bly the production of James, is of such eminent 
merit in tiie class of poems to which it belongs, that 
there can be no risk of tiring even those who know it 
best, by reciting it at length. The truth of descrip- 
tion, genuine humour, and ease of style, by which it 
is dbtinguished, have been rarely surpassed. 



The pauky auld Carle came o'er the lee, 
Wi* mony gude cens and days to mee. 
Saying, gudewife, for'zour courtesie, 

Will zee ludge a silly poor man. 
The night was cauld, the carle was wat. 
And down azont the ingle he sat ; 
My dochter's shouthers he *gan to clap. 

And cadgily ranted and sang. 

II. 
O Wow ! quo' he, war I as free. 



As first whan I saw this country, 
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Sume ran to coffers, and same to kists. 
But nought was stown that cou'd be mist ; 
She dancid her lane, cry'd. Praise be blest ! 
I have hidg'd a leil poor man. 

VI. 

Since nathing's awa, as we can learn. 

The Idm's to kirn, and milk to earn, 

Gae butt the house, lass, and waken my bum. 

And bid her come quickly ben. 
The servant gaed quhar the dochter lay. 
The sheiU war cauld, scho was away. 
And fast to her gudewife *gan say, 

Scho's aff wi' the Gaberlunzie man. 

VII. 

O fy gar ride, and fy gar rin. 

And haste ye find these traiters agen ! 

For scho's be burnt, and hee's be slean ; 

The weirifou' Gaberlunzie-man. 
Some rade upo* horse, some ran a-fit. 
The wife was wude, and out o* her wit ; 
Scho cou'd na gang, nor yet cou'd scho sit. 

But ay scho curs't and scho bann'd. 

VIII. 

IMeiu tym far hind out ow'r the lee, 
Fu snug in a glen whar nane cou'd see, 
Thir twa, wi' kindly sport and glee, 
Cut frae a new cheese a whang. 
The prieving was good, it pleas'd thera baitb. 
To lo*e her for ay, he gae her his aith, 
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WILLIAM DUNBAR. 



Ilage of Sal ton, on the coast of the Forth in 
x>tbian, is suppose^ to have given birth to 
n Dunbar, one of die greatest of our antient 
ti poets. In the piece, called The Flyting be- 
Kennedy and Dunbar, the former tells Dunbar, 

ly geir and substance b a widdy tench 
n Saltoune Mount, about thy craig to rax ; 
ad yet Mount Saltoune gallows is our fair 
>r to be fley t with sic a frontles face, &c. 

bar himself, in the same piece, says, 
half on me a pair of Lowthiane hipps. 

date of his birth is uncertain. His Thistle and 
which was certainly written in 1503, bears evi- 
larks of being the composition of an experienced 
and he says of himself in it, that he was a 
ho had already written " mony saifgis." If we 
e him to have been then in the prime of life, 
lb must have fallen about the year 1460 or 

Dunbar's parentage, youth, and education, no- 
s known. The first character in which we meet 
ini, is that of a travelling noviciate of the Fran- 
Order of Friars. In one of his pieces, en- 
'* How Dunbar was designed to be ane Friar,*' he 
Idresses St Francis : 
T 2.] D 



The dait Uiairaf u past full monj 
For into entj Iu9l; (owa and pi 
Of all Voglaiid, from Benrick tt 
1 liaif inlo my habeit maid god < 
InfRiiu wcid full fairly haif I tt 
In it haif 1 in pDl)rit gane and p 
In ]>rnilaun kirk, and eik in Cn 
In it I pail at Dorei onV tbe ien 
tlinm Kcanl J, ^nd thiir tbe pe 

Thb mode of life a[>pean not to 
agreeable to hii inclinalion ; hecoafea 
pcllnl iiioi to hate rrcour)e,to numj 
from tlie guill of which no holjr ml( 
him. He TFlumed lo Scotland, aa ii 
pmcd, about the jeu 1*B0; and, 
nov abandoned the chinctei of mei 
nut friar. Mi hopes appear alill to 
pcomotioD ID the church. His MnaUe 
with aUnaioiu lo this effect. 



Quhiik to consider b ane pane. 

And sum, anwoTthj to brouk ani 
Wald clj-m to be ane eanlinall : 
Ane bishopric ma; nocht him ga 
Quhiik to coniidei ii ane pane. 
Unwourthy I, amang the laif, 
Ane kbk dois civif, and nane cai 
Oh lAe Warld'i InUabUifu, uUr 



«V»*»f ^^po*^ 



t^terf^»wrti«<*f 



hk, that il is ceitain In bcc^ m flmnttto at die 
ScMii^ court. Hu  Dbbi b tha QnMc'i Cbd- 
OMT," and hu lines on  J iMM Doig, Kc^H of Oe 
Qo^') Wardrep," shei t be nt OB WJ ftMdB«r 
Mmsl ihepBlHCc. II it he co afc Med, boww w , 
IW tu9 mt«i«t Hppean ^[0 lifed MtttJAed »■ 
«R villi the qaeen tLi D» iM^'^Ul MbM, hit 
" Fnjer ihBt the King ri^B|e^Ma|^t^bl«(i's 

nm," ihst il, tiial his - -■ - - - - 

w loiiu Thi,.ii50u's nma, 

F« WIT it to, tfaiu wall war me ; 
Bsi hoiefice I wald lucht ba ; 
Hj hud fiwtonn irtr eii£t lliui. 
God pf ;e ■■> Johns HiomMiiak nun I 
T* be /(tain Jam nawm'* am, w«i a pmrerbial 
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The world's conqueror, Alezinder, 
Obey*d a lady, hb commander ; 
And Antonie, that dmnkaid keen. 

Was rul'd by his lascivious queen. 

• • • * » 

So the imperious Roxalan 

Made the Great Turk JohnM 27boiMoii*« naii.' 

Tlie queen, in whose favour Dunbar held so higl 
place, was Margaret Tudor, sister to Henry the VI 
of England, whose marriage with James the Four 
Dunbar celebrated in his " Thistle and the Ro» 
She was a lady of a warm and joyous tempenme 
as a fine whole-length portrait of her, to be m 
in Hampton-Court Palace, sufficiently indicat 
and it is probable, that the qualificadons which 
commended Dunbar to her esteem, may not hi 
been of that nature which a sovereign of the st 
and martial character of James the Fourth might ci 
sider the best calculated to do honour to the sacen 
tal function. Dunbar, though he has left many mc 
pieces, which are not excelled by any productions 
the age in which he wrote, has left others, of wh 
no age, pretending to the least delicacy in amati 
sentiment, would wish to boast. If it was by si 
lines as those, " To the Quene," or a " Dance in 
Queue's Chalmer,'* or by the tale of his " TwaM 
Wemen and tlie Wcdo," that Dunbar gained the 
of Henry's gallant sister, no person need be surpris 

* To pay rent to John Thornton is still a common 
pression in some parts of Scotland, for being h 
pecked. A. I 
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Ihii a HrtwHii bnslwiMi riioold have beoi.tlow to 
taiiie.elaiiii9 ol so Uoeatfoiis m'xlrjraer iSor pre- 
tad above an, piefenn^at in the church. 
IVkurlfa hadmai^ ftiifings^ tfaoii|^ shrong in 
L^ Jmt a dwegatd for the deoenoies of life 
wm'T&mttikl^ 'wae of Ae* mmdwr. Be kved deco> 
*i■^ 'nd'obaovvd ft. Hunblur,' indeed^ ponessed 

eiiMilt, liludi mig^ hsva atoned Amt a tfaouand 
, ; bul James' was no ciitie^ and it is lather to 
^ciedSt ^his jadgnfent that he dU not mistake 
M^fijeemtioDSiiess for poetic beanty. Let it not be 
^Mjlit, Ifait'Xijieek with .nndiaiitabie semitj of 
«b HcsBish In .&e poet*s character. The ifrotsness 
if Iha piecies* aUoded to is really not to he conceived 
}^ Ihcwe wlio only know Dnnhar thioii§^ his other 
|iDfleetioiis» ^ motal elegance of wUdi is aboye all 
|>iiiB; It haij been attempted, to find an apology 
^the poet, In fke taste and manners of tile age in 
*to he wrote ; bat it is an excuse which would 
'B've for the little of our own times as welL The 
''^jor part of his productions shew, that no man could 
vve had a finer sense of what was truly delicate both 
■itfiMmght and expression; and when we find him 
^'Vtegfes^ng so egregiously as he has done, it would 
b6fl]^iig in tiie face of all consistency to ascribe it 
^ soy thing else than an unfortunate, yet wilful, per- 
^c&ion of the great powers he possessed. 



* £ven the ekaste Pinkerton, to whom the fEime of 
Dunbar b chiefly indebted for the resuscitation of 
ftese parts of his works, prints what, he says, " I do 
oot wish to explain." a. s. 

d3 
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It ■ppesn. Ihal Dimbu eDtertuned 
gud Idi * cciUin " Maettrii MDigraeff 
ultendtnu of the queen ; uid it the p( 
he lived, the row of celibacj, eucled 
miib clergj, hul ceoied ta be of nich m 
u to require lliat he should nuke any 
puiion. la hu " Dance ia the Quee 
he njt, apeikiDg of hiouelf. 



Dfull 



For luff of Musgnpge n 

A vene in the auoe piece, which ia 
> detcriptian of Mnestru MuigraeBe, i 
nDl_v one in it which can be Mfely quot 
Then in cim ArneiUu Muagtsef 
Scbo might haff lemil ill the It 
When I Mw her lo trimlje dam 
Her good codhoj and coulenu: 
Tfauifothiruek Iwiuiltobe 
The grylut erie, or duke, in Fn 
A meiTcu dance micht na man 

Among DunlMc's miiKir [uecet there i 
ing one addreiied " To a LtAjc," wU 
TcDture to sppropiiate it to MiitfH 
would complete her piclnre Id veiy bi 

To a LodjM. 
Sunt rose of veitea and or gentilne 
DeljtsuiD Ij'ltie of everie liu^r>i'>>* 



* Of old, ■jDon^Diona with con 



fllv.iitwTtkpaii ftit Atielie wer of heir j 
'&v|SM'^|altjte ad rU oolbst lostye wer Ip teyne : 
JHh sriMni iMiliii i^Mw ttelkis giaie;^ 
Tel Mf nor flow ^fid oMd I mne of lev.f 

I dMlB <lMi Mnwiie widi Us oMld bbiti^ keyne 
^HwdoMtUtfeBtil lMfb(%tfaiitIof nteA' 
*4Mtaii]Mtawiwddt doirtomjrlniiliibpaBe, 
nptlwaUnakto i|; bk rate iiguio» 
flOfCtMBfof taid Ud I9 Qlito ine bene* 

JhomJlMi ttnm of theie Umi^ Hwo^iUimb^ that 
1>«BiMir, ]&» ]P^tiiicb, amg aa vafetfiSJbtd pMiioii. 
Cte iqppoiitioB Is oonobonted bj bis *' Me^totionn, 
fai Wyntir;" and when he appears to haye 
sinkmginto the vale of years. The want of fe- 
lale converse holds here a promment place among a 
mltitiide of drcnmstances, which, he says, united to 
upnu his s{Hrits during the long nights of winter, 
id ;lo make his heart forlorn " for laik of symmer 
Wk hir flonrisv'' 

No gold in kist, nor W3niie in cowp ; 
No ladeit bewtiet nor k^ hUt, &c. . 

Donbar appears to ^ have continued, to his dying 
r, in a state of miserable dependence on a thank- 



* Garden. t £mb)em of Pity. 
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less court ; and while shedding glony on the a 
which he lived, by his productions, wis often vi 
the means of satisfying the wants of the pi 
hour.* Whatever may have been the errors ( 
muse, in h%days of youth and jollity, it b lit 
the honour of James the Fourth, that he conld 
allowed such a muse as Dunbar's to sne to lum. 
alter day, year after year, for a mere. 

sum thing quhainn to USf^ 

without bemg at last touched by the appeal. 

It must have been a pure priesthood, indec 
which Dunbar would not, in his matnrer yean, 
done honour ; but even allowing that " the 
Marii't Wcroeii and the Wedo" had for ever < 
the doors of the church upon him, was there no 
sort of preferment in the power of the conr 
which to place the brightest genius of his age i 
the hazard of starvation ? 

Of the time or manner of Dunbar's death, tii 
no trace on record. From one of his poems, en 
" Lament for the Death of the Makkares," (poet 
appears to have outlived most of his contempon 
and if, as we have before supposed, he was in the ] 
of life about the year 1503, the period of his < 
may, with some probability, be fixed somewhei 
twecn the years 1530 or 1540. 



* A new feature in Dunbar's history, found 
presume, on a line in Dunbar's " Meditatioi 
Winter;" 

" How glad that ever I dyne or soup." 



.' fomrs*— waiiAM dumbab. aS 

Wartin tffada ^bat die airtona cwiyierioMLipf 
i^tgeHhitiMof HieiMBiladdiaaelie cMt; 
■HMlblBdfyy be jMHftikffrs flMVB of tiiis duMMStor 
iijr^jiter ptet of flie'age !■ wUdi b0>miidied. 
Irfwrtna, who castioiis m not to take ilib le- 
IB^. fldctlj, adndti, at tlie Mme tnne^. fai 
ir pliee, (Aacieat Scott Foenu^M. IL iM|^ 
tfiat ddb tiM **m walk whidi Quuicer Beter 
ia.wUdi DiiBbn b snpeibtive.'' •'Hb 
pieeo;'' he add^ «* h«fe a tencDo^ cle- 
aad lone, oalj Inferior to tiio8« of Honee."- 
i tfhe poetry of tykaim,'' aays Br. Inring, ''ipe 
im Ifaei wwanatioi (^ a adnid adtqtmMt to 
Ul and varied eseitioai a amid ei^pable of 
I into te ISif^bet leglkMis of BcHoa, or of 
iA^;iBto OehnBible walks of tbefinttbK and 
KB. Hb hnagiMitbn, tiioof^ higUj pralile» 
tAaitBldj cfaattened^by the iatotpoiitiin of 
•ent. ik his allegorical poems we dl s eo fe i 
Jhy and even saUimity of nirentioo; while 
of a satirical kind present us with strikiog 
i of real life and manners. As a descriptive 
le has secured supertative pndse. In the 
nism of poetry he evinces a wraiderfiil degree 
1 ; he has employed a great variety of metres ; 
m versification, when opposed to that of his 
eminent contemporaries, will appear highly 
anted and poetical." 

ong the varieties of s^le which Dnnbar em- 
1, he has the honour of having presented ns 
30 earliejt, if not the only, example of blank 
in the Scottish language. This occurs in the 
which stands obnoxious to so much censure; 
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" The Twa Marirt Wemen and Die Weda 
constructed according to the alliteiative rolf 
ally observed in this sort of vene» that at le: 
words in each line should begin with the san 
as for example : 

Of ferliful* fyne favour war their faces meik. 

All fall of flurist fairhead»t as flooris in June. 
* * • • * 

The morrow myld was and meik, the mini 

upsprong, 
And all rcmovit the mist and tlie waveand wo 
Silver schouris down sciiuik — ^— ^— ^ 
And birHis schoutit in the schaw with thursch 
The golding glillcrand glome so glaid thurht 
Tliai maid anc glorcus gle amang the giene be 
The soft south of the swyre.t and sound of the 
The sweit savour of the swaiide, and singing t 
IVIicht comfort ony creature of the kyn of A( 

Dunbar's chief productions were the "B 
Thistle," and the " Golden Terge/' of the dut 
ing merits of which Dr. Henry presents us ' 
following discriminating sketch. 

" Dunbar, an ecclesiastic, or, at least, an ci 
of church preferment, seems to have langui 
the court of James tlie Fourth, whose marris 
Margaret Tudor, of England, he has celebrate 
Tliistlc and the Rose, a happy allegory, in wl 
vulgar topics of an epithalamium aie jud 



 Wonderful. 

t Blooming fairness. 

t Breeze of theliill. 



POSTS.— WILLUM DUNBU* 
nuded, bdiI eihorlBtioii aad cnlug}' 
liiniited; the venificstiun of ihe poetukk 
the sUfi£> ulificiBl and pleajing, ibe loagMge oo(Haa5 
and jekKied, ihe nanatire diTenificdf (Ung very 
ofia to drsmalic energy. The poem, (am Itt mbjecli 
i> descriptive, but Duntuu impruvet 3n Mort luiu- 
cUnl description, by ui iutrrniiiture of bM|Bn,)eDtl- 
menb, and moral otoe:vB(iona— Tbu OMtn Toffi a 
tBiitba allegunoJ pcFin of Diinbai's, CODttracted in 
 uaua Eimilar to S^nser's, but mora aitlBdial, and 
&t more dilTiCDll. Id description, it, periB|a, cicela, 
m KDtiiDCDt, il scBTceij equals, the TImtIa wi Rok. 
Ill nairative is not intercharged with Alogte i it> 
lOegixyrefcnla t]iepasiiaTi9,t)iEdoaudUc<beaDly, 
tbe lobjection of reason, and is leu bftaOMte than 
tte Iluille uid Ibe Ilote ; wbose occuliwd ncondary 
li^iificaliun b an hialoiical truth Ihat MWlt* apait, 
s^ haweiei embellbbed cumot be olatilnd' bj Ihe 
(Meofbte anUem. When the paiddiA «iF Sb men- 
tal potnst uc personified oi involved ia actton, we 
pBOMs (he tale, forgetful of the sbstikction to nhicb 
it is lelaltTe; bat lo remedy this, the Gtdden Teige 
k^  mnit in its brevity whidi few atlegorital poems 
poaKS*. The allegorical geoina of oiii antirat potlry 
n often  mhlinie invention ; bat it haa intei- 
vbat is now more ralnable, tlie 
line character, and of the mannen 
life. The«e luannen, Duobu luM 
ith bamoni in poems lately tt 
okGnon, and from them lie appears in tl 
•I a dcil&l Kliriat and an attentive obMT 



*' In l.'iUi <»r l.>l'.', a wt»rk uan puMislird at 

,lrr\v*s, callrtl tlir ('i»/;i/)/i»i/n/ <»/'.SVii</(im/. It 

' ri'pulili.Hiicd \villiii» a few years ajjo by Dr. 

a work of rxlnnu' rurlly, and waifrly km 
c('|)t through an abNtract uf it, f;ivc*n by Mud 
b'lM LivcH of ScottihbWritcr!!. Few of ourmic 
<l net ions, liuwovcr, had probably strungrrclai 
rrpublislutl, ii5 thrrc i^ none which contaii 
niitr an arrouni of the niannrn, customs, an 
lar litrratun*. of Scotland at the early period 
it wfui written. It is, in fact, tlic only uicn 
have of the existence of many tales and son 
have l>cen long ago irretrievably lost 

'J1ie atitlior of this |MHMn is said, by Mack 
have l>e<'n a Sir Jamtt Inglit, who was bon 
H'ign of James IV. ; was etlucatcd at SL A 
went to Paris ; returned in the minority of J 
into whose favour he ingratiated himself by 
try; t(M>k arms against tlic Kiiglbh invade 
Somerset, and %o distinguished himself, tlia 
knighte<i on the field ; retired, towards the 
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bil»lil]wOzfiiidCalilogiie,it n mewtioiidl 
ndfiB hoik instances, lefened to as Wxubbb* 
OtmfimfM of SeoHani. Only tlnce other «n- 
pies ni the woik are known to be in eiislmce 
€ idiicfa bekngi to Ihe Doke of Boslmigh ; 
to JobnM'Gowan, Esq.; and the tiiiid to 
FMob; bat none of these possesses anongir 
f c a ce pt &e fiisty €i wUdi, howetcfy no wan 
» two fint woidsy ** Tht Camp*** are pKsenKed. 
mmm of £^ and fFaUardHm both oocn 
Bto of oar ancient poets ; and both aboat * 
riridi migbt admit of other being the anther 



Hailei hM poblkbed, fiom the Maitfand fiifio 
^ Gcneial Satire," iriiidi bears, atAe csd^to 
■odnction ^of '< Scnn Jamxs Ingus ;'• and 
r, in Ills Prologiie to tiie P^iingo, pfinled it 
bos alhides to tiie same indindoal: 

I can say nudr than Sclur James Xng^is sayis 
llatis, farnsy and in plesand pUyis ? 
!alros has his pen maid impotenL 

minister of Perth, a contemporary of lind- 
ntioiis, in a MS. History of the Estate of the 

Scotland, along with " Sir David Lindsay *s 
** ** Wedduburnb's Ptalm$ani GodlieBalr' 
ind in the Bannatyne MS. occur three poems, 
lave the name of Wedderbom attached to 

bre was therefore both an Inglis and a Wed- 
ezisting about the time when the Complaynt 
B appearance, all that we have to consider is, 
we ought to believe Mackenzie, who ascribes 
2.] E 




38 LIVES OF EMINENT SCOTSMEN. 

it to IngUs, or the Oxford Catalogiie, which | 
to Wedderbum ? 

Mackenzie, it must be cxmfeifed, is a wri 
whose testimony it is hard to believe any tfainj 
he is the older authority by far, and, in a qnei 
this kind, age ought to have some wdlg^t in thi 
The work, it is necessary to remark, has every a 
ance of having been, at first, published anonyn 
" Is it not,*' says Mr. Herbert, " highly pn 
considering the subject and the time, that the 
should be printed privately, and, if the print 
in danger, was it not necessary for the author ( 
ceal his name ? If the autbor'snanie was ma 
on the title-page, what occasion was there to 
at the end of the Dedication (which is extant 
the copies P)" To the end of the work, too, tl 
the following sentence appended from Cicero, 
has no connection with the text, and would be 
out any apposite signification, were it not dec 
by the author, as an apology for the conceain 
his name : " Nihil eit turpiui, quam teqnmtU vil 
iftiopicnttum sermone pendere.** Assuming the 
the work was published anonymously, is it z 
more likely, that Mackensie, whose labours i 
peculiarly among the relics of Scottish bioj 
surviving in his day, should come at a right 
ledge of the author, than the compiler of a cat 
which did not exist for more than a century 
Mackenzie's fault, as a biographer, consists rat 
a prodigious appetite for fables, than in a habft 
venting them ; and it would be erring in the op 
extreme of incredulity to suppose, that he conl 
given the Complaynt to Sir James Inglis withoi 
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iMag Otc uDcliiiii of somr ■nthorilj, wiiMen a tn- 

' llul Sr Jamefl Inglis was reallv the author, appcAra 
tte more probable from a cininjDstBnce in ha rcpuled 
Kston-, which bai been hittiena unnolked. In the 
■bc* befoic qnoted Ikhd tbc Papingo, il b«> been 
■BCB. tlul liuduj, aftei lAing hIio can 3^7 morc 
I A«k Sir Junei Ingiis, nuko Ihij rrmuk : 

But Culroi bit hii pcD maid intpolcDt. 

Tbe wonJ Ctlnt h»a been genciall^ luppoacd 10 
ff— — ' ben Sot loint poet al that mme, Aba slcBced 
•iMffif by hit pen, but of whom nolbiDg else is kncntn. 
Uh^t ve not rather to undenland by it tkt tmw ^ 
LCtTLkos, to nluch Inglii ii taid to hare letiied tu- 
rjmda the close of his life ? And it it Dot Ibe more 
[.■Imaiu meaning, that Inglts, who once wrote tit 
I j|i II " inhallatu.faius.andin plcsand playii," bad, 
'iMietirijig to Culn», laid bit pen b>hIc, and giten 
Umself np to the quiet plcaiures of a counlrj life ? 
. Hotbiiig could hare been more natural than such a 
I f«ihf<i?""" on the part'of biBContempoiaiiea, to whom 
I ke had long ceased to appear in his proper person as 
iibor; but if we adopt tbe supposition, which 
let to Inglis tbe aothorsliip v( Ihe Gunplajnt, a 
which, being publistied anoDjmousJj, mnithsve 
writleD secretlj, we diall he al aa los to account 
. fa ildt seeminglj uaoccupied space of bis life, in a 
a more eousiiteot with hit literarj repulatiDn. 
Is it not, indeed, a strong circumstance in favour of 
bat bypothesls, that there is such a space lu fill op ! 
' ' cw it be more pnibabl; filled up Ifaan b; mii- 
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h* ODmpbjul is divided iato twcstj clnplcn, 

■nM iolaesliDg of ohich, mm-a-dajt, is ihk tlut 

DiigiDiIlj lust bnsineM ihuv, being ^obsKdlj 

IE ■ooolag reeiai^Te uf the actor (audmr.)'' In 

dt^Aa (.VL) be rav«, tbal bang ratigant wilfa 

jg lie '* pail lo the greene hoiinum feildis, (Itoal 

1 cmnnodiomlj kn distentinil ajr and cvntipit 

zdoat, h) FesaEE the ineit tn^aat loiel of leadic 

■ia ande of biHlsum balmj lotim maiit odoide- 

" In tiia ramble, he met with a parly of ihep- 

s, tbrii wiic* and children, waled on " the end 

IB fcje lig," partaking of their moniing repast; 

 tfaejr had Goi^hed, " tba began to talk of grit 

-jwa Ib>t rai lycht plesant lo be bard-" fint, 

iiief shepherd Enade an oration la hii compmioiu 

»iti of the pastoral life, from Hbich, happening 

aula into a moil caDglomondiig discourse oo 

randen of fbe tieaimi, the seciel of thnodet 

l^liniig, &c be is slopped bj hii good wife, 

tfj aennbly observes, " Mj tell belotil hoa- 

I praj Ihc to decljt fra. that tedious melancolic 

qnhilk snrpasus thy ingync' be ruon that it 

t thy EBcallc« to disput in one prof uod malert 

ilk thy capacity can nocht comprehend." — 

ior," adds tbe dame, I think il belt thai re 

oimelfis wilb juyus cumoiiyag," " and to 

c leccEatione I ttiynk it best, thnl eryrie ane 

tne guide (ayl or fabil to pas (he time quhil 

Hie pmpoelioD gives nniceisal istisfactioii ; 

a — intellect, from L. Jn{«inHis. 
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*' then the eldest scheiphird began, and al 
followit, anc be ane, in ther ouen place.*' 
the tales, says the author, were in prose, ai 
were in verse ; the following were their names 

The Taillis of Cantirberrye (Chancer.) 

Robert le DyabU, Due of Normandy (rep 
in 1798 by Herbert) 

The toyi of the Wolf of the Warldis End i 

Fcrrand, £rl of Flandris, that mareit th( 
(lost) 

The tayl of the reydc Eyttyn (Giant) 
thre heydis (lost) 

The tayl quhou Persius savit Andromeda i 
Cruel Monster (lost ; version of the classic stt 

The Prophysie of Merlyne (part probabl 
thour and Merlin, No. 27, Auchenlcck MS.) 

The tayl of the Glantes that eet quyk (Ir 
(lost) 

On fut by Forth as I culd found (lost) 

Wallace (by Henry the Minstrel.) 

The Bruce (by Barbour.) 

Ypomedon (a translation from a French i 
from which Mr. Warton has given some eitrac 

The tayl of the three futtet Dog of N 
(lost) 

The tayl quhou Hercules sleu the serpei 
that had vil. heidb (lost version.) 

The tayl quhou the King of Estmurelani 
tlie kingb dochter of Westmureland (supp 
Lcyden, to be tlie original of the romantii 
King £straere in Percy's Reliques.) 

Skail Gillenderson the kyngis son of Skel 
known.) 
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• Tlw4Bjl€f.te FonrSomus of Aynion (lost) 
The tayl olliie brig of the MantribU (lost) 
Ike teyl of SjrSkiMi Aitfaour's Knjcbt (pieser^red 

in the Bncj and Ancheiileck MSS.) 
BmT Ci^enr (printed at St Andrew's in 4572, 

tbooi^.ao copy Is known to be extant) 
Hie Siege of Idan (unknown.) 
GMNn and Gatfogias (in Pmkerton's Ancient 



I«iieeiot daXae (a celebrated hero of romance, 
tbongb no piece under ibis title is preserved.) 
Aitinr Knycht— Jie raid on nycht 
With gyidn spur and candii lycbt (unknown.) 
The layl of Floremond of Albanye that sleu the 
IXagon be & see (lost) 
Tbetaylof Sir Walter, the bald Leslie (lost) 
Tbetayl of the Poro 1>^t (unknown.) 
CSaryades and Matiades (preserved in the New 
Hafles' library.) 

Artbour of Litii Bretagnye (originally an Armori- 
can romance, of which Lord Berners, the translator 
f]X Froissart, made an English version.) 

Robene Hade* and litil Jone (in Bitson's Robin- 
hood.) 

The Mervellis of Mandiveil (printed by Wynken 
de Worde, 1499.) 

The tayl of the yong Tamlene (republished in the 
Minstrelsy of the Border.) 
The Bald Braband (unknown.) 

* " Indeed an arch robber, but the gentlest thief 
that ever was bom.'* — Mt^or, 




44 LIVES OF EMINENT SCOTSMEN. 

The Ryng of the roy Robert (in die Bfaitlan 
and aJso in Watson's Collection of Scottish Poc 

Syr Egeir and Syr Giyme (long very popi 
Scotland ; repablisbed at Aberdeen in 1711.) 

Boris of Soathamtonn (Syr Bevis of Hai 
No. 23 Auchenleck MS.) 

The Golden Targe (by Dnnbar.) 

The Paleis of Honour (by Donbar.) 

The tayl qahou Acteon was tiaiMfonnit i 
hart, and syne slaen be his anen doggis. 

The tayl of Pirramus and Tesbe. 

The tayl of the Amours of Leander and Hei 

The tayl quhou Jupiter transformit his del 
Yo, in ane cow. 

The tayl quhou that Jason van the golden fle 
[These last five are lost versions of well4uiown 

fables.] 

Ophcus, King of Portugal (probably the S 
pheo of Ritson.) 

The tayl of the Goldin Appil (lost version 
classic story.) 

The tayl of the three Weird Systers (lost) 

The tayl quhou that Dedalus maid the lab* 
to keip the monster Minotaurus (lost version.) 

The tayl quhou King Midas gat twa asse log 
his hede, becaus of hb averds (lost veruon.) 

The party, having fimshed thdr round of 
telling, " then began to sing sudt melodious si 
natuial music of the antiquite ;" and among 
the following : 

Pastance with gude companye (conjectnrec 
the Englbh, ** Past tyme in good companye."^ 






u the \fWii grme (ptFa'Tred in Uic Mail- 

Cm dHm me the raahls grew (cwnmoa attu to 
England — Rjiwa'5 Anctcut Songs, [h 93.) 
Atace I n 1 your [»* fp> i cue. 
CofTle jiw e"'!': da; vit boj. 
I^dj help j'oui piuoneit. 
King Vitunus Note. 

Thr Cbuprl Valt. 
Fa jibt u ijicra nooc. 
SUM abrllis dou. 
I)w Abenloiii doii. 
BruOH^ brume on hil (Engliih.) 
jUlone I ipip in grtil dutieis. 
Trolce lulec Lemendou (Eogliih, prialed in Ribiaii.) 
Bill till tfau cam bv B bule iiad belt (he in Saint 
FniKMConl. 
TV Fn>g cun to tlie M;l dnr. 
Giiiqahiskar. 

Ryclil vMilv RHisiug in mj inyndi'. 
God sen ilw liuc had bydden in Fianec." 
Alt Dehnbante (de la Beanii) bad nenjcr fain 



* Itia and the (oUowing tie, bj lunning tbe ciU«i, 
cnmetrasi; quoted by Rnkeilon aa bming tbe bur- 
den of one MDg^-Srl«cl ScaU BaL Tcd. S, p. xui. 
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All musing of menrellis amy* hef 1 gue. 

Maestris fajr ye vill forfiiyr. 

O lusty Maye ytiih Flora Queen (pveaeired 
Bannatyne MS.) 

O myne hart hay this is my sang. 

The battle of Hayrlau (extant) 

The huntis of Chevit (extant) 

Sail I go yitht you to Rumbelo Imyr. 

Greit is my sorrow (English — '* The Dying J 
en's Complaint*' of Ritson.) 

Turn the suit, Ville, to me.  

My lufe is lyan sick ; send him joy, send hu 

Fayr lufe, len thou me thy mantil joy. 

The Perse and the Montgumrye met that da; 
gcntil day (extant) 



i 



sion. Ought we not rather to read TilUbaUe, wl 
Vice Regent of Scotland during the absence of 
Duke" (of Albany) in France? And for •* 
may we not farther read ** harm?" the assassi 
of Tillibatie having been the cause of the dnk 
turn from France? Tillibatie, though but a 
time in power, appears to have given promiM 
vigorous administration. The history of it, in 
cottie, is so interesting, and occupies so small a 
that I hope to be excused for transcribing it- 
this mean time tiiair was ane gentlman in Edin 
namit Williame Meldrum, Laird of Bines, wl 
ane faire ladie with him, called the ladie Gh 
who was ane dochter to Mr . Richard Lawsonc 
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M; lufe Ii laid npoa aa knigbU 
Allace Ihitsuacn aoeit face. 
Id mi TDjithln morTDu. 
BI; but it leinit an the )ad. 

or this gouUy cullectiua of longs, no [eu tbui 
itentj-eigbi are now eilfaer lost oi unknown. Fk- 
sdies u[ adaptatioiu of lii of thrm are to b« foumi 
 " A Compcndiaiu Book of Gudlic and Spiritual 
|u>^ and BalUiii, piiuted b; Andio Uait, 16f 1," 
fe " Allone I (eip in gieit distitss." ■' Rjcht Kiilj 
■inng IB inj mjiide." " O mjne bait, haj thU i> 
■J ung^" " Gtdl ii mj Htion." " Allacc thai 
tmaitaalftix." and" In ane mjithfo moirou." — In 
■ore recent time!, " Alace I Tjt joai twa feji ene," 



n might poicbue Ibe Fope'i licenae, bcoui thej 
fcte aih (relaltoni.) Kotvilhtlaiidiiig ane gcntlinan, 
sited Lon Sdrliog, ioTyed the loie and mimage be- 
win Ihii ton peiaonages, thiclLand lo have the gentl- 
(onao in maniagi' lo Uim^tlir, Iwtsua he knew the 
ahdofBiw. j:.- l r. i i. ,> j.lr r. l.tlie be the Pope's 
■wis. Tliain r 'l>t:[ai>ae(>ielAinl 

if Kfii, >vit!i . "ii: ijf armed men, 

a Kl npon the laiid of Bina, to tak hia ladiefimn 
dM by way of deid ; and to that effect foUowed him 
wtwiitLeith and Edinbuigh, and act im him bowath 
be Rid Qiappel, with fjtie annediDe)i,andbea{;aiae 
lefendit himteiff with fyve in Dambei, and fought 
tith Lim, and slew (he laird of Keir s [wiadpal lei- 
'■nd, and hurt the laird of Keii to the peiHl of deid. 
md (wcntie-sai of bii men hurt and tlaine. Bol 
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has probably furniabed the idem of *' I gaed a ' 
gate yestreen/' by Bums ; and the " Frog cam 
myl dur" is undoubtedly the original of *< F 
would a wooing go." 

Among the very few that have been preserved 
of " Lustie Maye" deserves dutinction for its be 
and, as a specimen of the treasures we have 1 
have been tempted to transcribe it 



I. 



O lustie Mayc, with Flora queen 
The balmy drops firom Phebus sliecn, 
Prclusant beams, before the day. 
Before the day, the day. 
By thee, Diana groweUi green 
liirou^ glaidness of this lustie Maye, 
Tlirough glaidness of thb lustie Maye. 



this Williame Meldrum of Bines was evil marl 
for his hochis war cuttcd, and the knoppb of h 
bow is win- strikin off, so thair was no rigne of I 
him ; yitt be the mightie power of Ood he escl 
the death, and leived fyftie yeeres theiefter. I 
meane tyme Monseour Tillibatie gatt word, qohi 
was in the Abbey of Hallirudhoos, that sic ane i 
man was rourthered at his hand, so he inconi 
caused sound his trumpetis, and rang the comoun 
commanding all men to follow him both on hors 
foott, that he might revenge that \*i]]anous-fact : 
cam presentlie forward to the place quhair the i 
was foughtcn, and fand this Williame lyan fur 
and his men about him, and followed very ferclic 



Ibea Aurora thai is so brigbl 

To wnfut ]v.ans aiie cosls greal light, 

^gtlt ptcasiallf , before the day, 

Beiim Ihe itsj, Ihe daj ; 

And ihoHs aad ibules fiudi of that liglit, 

TluoDgh elaidaess'af thiji luatie Mtje, 

lluaugfa gbiidaesi of Ibis lujiie Majc. 

Birds CQ their boughs, of every lOft, 
Send furlb Ihelr antes nud mote gfe»t inirlh, 
Ou banks that bloom ; on every brae. 
On every btae, on every hrae ; 

hair enemies and overbyrd Ibame at Linlilbgoir, and 
meed tbi^m In Ink refuge id the felll (religitnu) house 
n UnUthgow forsaifdeof tbair ly ve^, thinkaiul tham- 
elffi* suh IhsinD. Bol IhJa noble regent lap manlie 
ibool Ihe hno), and mdt;it iteyii lill be coofUsined 
hame to render llie fiome, and tbaireftfr luk tbame 
LBd brougbltbanie ellogeCbeito Edinburgb, and gate 
bem anc fair asEysc ; and thalrby cundiuuDcd tliame 
v the said ctyme, and war put in the Castle of Edin- 
lurgb lo be in sure keeping, (o be at the govcmouria 
riU. 

'• Efler this Mons. TUIibatte went to the Men and 
llu: to«n of Dunce, to hold ane Justice court, and 
nu conieyed be the lairdis of ScsfoonI and Pbeme- 
dnt, who said to him, tliattbey lould ffve him Ihe 
ODvoy saifiic la Kdinbiu-gb againc. Bol liiE Isiril 
f Weddcrhurac and hia conipanic inyjed Muns. 



 



50 LIVES OF EMINENT SCOTSMEN. 

And fare and flie o*er field and fyrth 
Through glaidness of this lustie Maje, 
Through glaidness of this luitie Mmyei 

IV. 

Ail lovers that are in cart> 

To their ladies they do repair 

In fresh mornings before the day. 

Before the day. the day ; 

And arc in mirth ay mair and m^. 

Through glaidness of this Itutie Bfaye, 

Through glaidness of this lustie Maye. 



Of every monith in the year 

To mirthful Maye tliere is no peer. 



Tiliibatie, for the Duik of Albaneis cans, and sidv 
that he was left in sic ane place, he thought he sou 
be avengit him, and watched Tillibatie, regent for f 
tynie, quhill he gat him at ane ontsyd, and sett 
Tillibatie. Bot Tillibatie fearing ane cmupinMac 
spurred his hors and fled towaidis the castle of T 
bar, tlunking to have wone away becaus he was ' 
horsed. Bot being ane stranger, and not kaa 
tlie ground weill, he laired his hors in ane mos 
thair his enemies cam upon him, and slew and 
thered him verrie unhonestlie, and cutted aff hi 
and carried it with thame. And it was said t 
had long hair plett in his neck, quhilk David 
of Wedderbume knitt to hu sudle bow, ai 
\L"^Chnmiclei of Scotland, voU S. 305-7. 



POBTg, — SIR JAMES INOLIg. 6t 

Her gtulering garments are so gay, 
Ganncnls so gij, so gaj. 
You \avm all make aerrj cheer 
Throngh gludnes! of this lostie Maje, 
Through glaidnest o! this luslie Maje. 

Tie " sthtapherdis and there vjiia," ttya the 

HT of the Coiuplajnt, " siDg niony alhir melodi 

p the quhiIkU I bef nocht in memoc;. Then 

 Ihig aueil celesi aimouje the began lo duiee in 

■yng i evyiie aid icheiphiid led hb vyfe be the 

d, Bod eijiie yong scheipJiird led hjr quhome be 

I besL" Eight of tbe ihepherdi, be Iclls us, bad 

retnenlB on nhicb the^ played in aucceeMan tii 

daiiccn. " Tbe fjrat had ane drone bag pipe, 

not had ane pipe maid of ane bladder and of ane 

, the thiid plajed on ane Immp (Jew's harp) tbe 

1 oo Kne come pipe (piobablj Cbanccr's " pipe 

' of gietie come,") tlie fjfl playit on ane pipe 

of ane gait home (the stoek and bom or bock 

> the seit playl on auc recordai (fiagiolet.) ihe 

playC on ane £ddil, and tbe last playt on one 

il." And Eo awectly did they play, that, ac- 

; to the author, not " a] the schcipberdit that 

makkis mention in his Buoolikis cuEd be coni- 

1o them ; uor even Orplietis '■ lliat pisjt <a 

ihen he aocht hia vyT' in Ibo thadea; nor yct 

heipbird Fan, (bat playt to Ihe goddia ob hia 

." Tbe description of the manner of dance 

t by Ihe shepherds, is eitremel; chaiacteris- 

mDsing. " Firit thai began ritht twa bekkia 

5d Tilbt a kjsse," and then when they pro- 

" ther lycht lopene, galmouding (gambol- 



/ 



, I t'-r'.,' »!;. ;i f.i'.'.nrlN- in \\u- j-oiith of St'ollanc 

I ..■. _• ji' iiii'i «l' .'luM'. It -AH^ tlj<' coiiJinoi 

;j,'- hriii ',r !".'»», 'il" 'jii'Mn:: 'l'/\*fi lUf grain, 

. ;il.-.;i', 1 t\hw.'-'i ^^UU i>< riiliar 'Hff: Ijv t]jc* r 

!■ tJi:ii f^iriij when* iIk' h.'irvcit wsb /int finUl 

i • tli(»f (irr;i>iioii«>, iIh-v rl:uirc-<l on an emincnc 

f' \i<v.- of tiic rc:i|KT^ in their \icinitv, tutlie 

tiir I/jHlaml ha;;|>ii)<', commencing the da 
tlirM' lour] sh'/iil*) of triiim|>h, and thrice t( 
thi-ir hook«> in thir air. 'Mie intervals of lalw 
harM St v.i-r«' often fMjr.iipii-d in dancing tijc 
thi> iiMisir of the pi|>er who formerly tttei 
reajiiTH. 'I'h': nis1r)ni of thfi piper play in | 
' the reaper I, which has now fallen Into dcau 

alhidetj to in Hamilton^ Klegy on the Pipe 
linrolian : 

" Or wlia will cause our hhearcrs »hcar? 
Wlia wiJliji'nd up the hray& of weir?" 

This dance is still retained among the 
lli;rhlaiider<i, who frer|iienl)y dance the Kii 
ti\HU field*, wiien they visit the south of Set 
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I«id. Hontu up. Tlie Comom Entry. Lang plat 
liilofGaiiiu. itol>eiip Hudt, Tboni uf Lyn. (Tain- 
l™e, «B tit, Mji Lfjdfn, eitrcmelj aiuulu to iat of 
" the Jcw'i Daughter.") Fmis al. Eonyraes. The 
lAch of Slene. Tie goisep's dance. Levia great. 
Hakkj. The jpejde. The flail. The lammei 
wynde. Soiitttt, Cum tjtill me oakit wuitDunlv. 
Scbajk leg. Fut befot gosjcp. Rank at the rutt. 
Bag tap and al (s well knono air presefyrf in O^ 
iraid'i CoDectiuB.) Johne Ermistiaogis dance. The 
Almui bsje. The b»ce of Voragon. Danger. The 
heye. The dede danec. TIjc danrc of Kjlijnoe. 
Tbe wcdaod it<e »aj. Scliaik a Hot." 

Man; of tliesc sirg are doubtlegi itill in being, for, 
thoogh nonls laniih quicU;, music ii ilow lo depart ; 
bal DDl ruoi? Ifaan three or four of them contiDoe to 
be known hj the namc> licre ascribed to them. The 
dandtig being done, the ihepheidi collect thor Socks 
and dti»e them loniultnoiulj to the fold*. The au- 
tbcn wandere into a meadovc, where he lies dnwn and 
blli mto a deep sleep, during nhich old mother Calr- 
donia appear! lo him in a vision, and maket that 
CoB^laint a^init he> three sou, the three eatales of 
Scotland, which forms the lobject of the renunder of 

•• That the Complaynt is well written," layi Dr. 
Lcjden, " and ftanght with great learnings will he 
adiniUedbj erery one who compares it with composi- 
tion*, in prose, of tiie same period. At nrather read- 
ing Bor the practice of coraposition had become either 
a ta^kion or an amuemeot, at the eaHj period when 
die work was composed, be who ihoold expect ele- 
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gance or taste in so ancient a Scottuh classic 
be highly disappointed. But if he expect i 
manners to be delineated with rough and imp 
energy, if he ex|>cct the economy of civil polit 
characterized, and the state of factions and pa 
be forcibly described, he will probably be disp 
claM Uiis work with those authentic mono 
which throw a certain and steady lig^t upon '. 
and manners." 

In this generally correct estimate of the m 
the Complaynt, its ingenious editor has abai 
its pretensions to *' elegance" and " taste," 
sweeping precipitancy for which there seems lil 
casion. A reader, 1 think, may look for bo' 
not " be highly disappointed.*' He will encoi 
great deal of quaintness and affectation, ianlts 
are common to all early productions, bat he 
pleased with the love of nature which predon 
through the work, and the gay imagery in w! 
abounds. 

Of " the ballatis, farsis, and plesand playis," 
Sir James Inglis wrote, not one is known tabe < 
The « General Satire," published by Lord ] 
is the only other relic of this author which tii 
left us. 

£.1 



FOm«<p-BXNIlY THE MINSTREL. 66 



HBNBY THE BONBTREL. 



^B49 it aot been for miuic nid poetiy/* wt^ tiie 
WeMit ** even the deeds of Ardiiir had faiefltabhir 
MUdk*^ ' WHb equal tnitfa, we may lay, tel had 
It aot been for the mce jmd harp of Henry the fifln^ 
•Mt file deeds of WaUace,the CtiaiBpien of Sbot- 
lirii ipeedoBittbongh they were probably in no danger 
nf )iaisMngy wodEd never have been bo luniBar to 
tefloMtidi people as they are, northenmenibitiioe 
if Ids eianple hare had such powafiil hrihienee in 
Aiaailini, the flame of patriotism in'^rair botodnb. 
fhe Ustmy, by Heniy, of '' Ye Actb and Deidis of 
jttHhitler and VaUseand Champioim Sbyr William 
Wallace/' has, for centuries past^ shared with tlie 
ttivGB, a similar metrical history by Baiboiir« tiie 
hoMMur of being the most treasured among the col- 
ll^peiasiics of Scotland. Many individoab are to 
be foand eren at this day, who can repeat the greater 
part of them, and it is rare, indeed, to meet with one 
wlio, dther from having read them or heard them re- 
nted, is not acquainted with their more remarkable 
ind Interesting passages. 
The personal history of Henry is almost lost in 
bscmity. We are not even in possession of more 
lan half his name ; and have no means of telling 
hether Henry was a Christian or a surname, or, if 
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the former, what the latter was.* Dempster says, he 
was living in 1361 ; Major, who is sopposed to have 
been bom about 1446, Uiat when he was in his infiui- 
cy, Henry the Minstrel wrote his** Actia andDeidis* 
of Wallace. Major farther informs as, that be was 
blind from his birtli, and that he gained lus food and 
clothing by the recitation of histories or " gestes* 
before the nobles of the land. And here ends all 
that survives of *' Blind Harry," as oar Scottish pea- 
sants familiarly call him, beyond the work which they 
so much admire. 

'* Tliat a man bom blind," says Mr. Ellis, <* shooM 
excel in any science is sufliciently ettiaoidinary, 
though by no means without example ; but tiiat be 
should become an excellent poet is almost ndraca- 
lous, because the soul of poetry is description. Ftf- 
haps therefore it may be safely anumed, that Hemy 
was not inferior, in point of genius, either to Barbour 
or Chaucer, nor, indeed, to any poet in any age or 
country." 

Any estimate founded on the assnmptioa of what 
a man might or would have been, in comparison with 
some other person, if he had had the advantages 
which that other person possessed, takes of coone to 



* It has been asked, why not Henry Minstrel, if 
Thomas Rhymer is to be admitted? See obaerra- 
tions in Dfe of the latter. Part L The reason is 
obvious : Mirutrel is not known as a fSunily name, 
though Bhymtr is. 

A. •• 
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Ibr iponted, as to leave nolluag to contend 
wsAi bat: as the hct ^tao^ tbe praise of Mr. 
SVi ^amsl be aMowed greasy to exceiad tliat nvbich 
ia fiofr. Id Heniy the Minstrel, desenredly popular 
w. liis eiasioiis are. As -to meie story-teUmg* 
ke BiQr possibly snopass even the author of the Can- 
tubiRji Tales ; bnt hi all that constitatestnier poetry, 
(jbi^wUk doe deference to Mr. Ellis, " the soul of 
is iM^ description,) in strength and ▼ivacity 
llU^in new peiCeptions» new oolnbinations, 
ideas* new imagery* Heniyis m&aer to Cbau- 
to many poets of many ages and countries, 
whh Baiboiir, as extant in his '^ Bruce" 
will be found still lighter in the scale. The 
says a late critic, ''is evidentiy'die work 
«f ft politician as well as poet Theebaiacfeisof the 
Uig, of his biodier, of Doflglas, and of the Earl of 
Mmaj, are discriminated, and their sqiarate talents 
 Iw mya employed with judgment; so that every event 
is piepared and rend^ed probable by the means to 
wiudi it is attributed ; whereas, the Life of Wallace 
is a mere romance, in which the hero hews down 
irimle squadrons with his single arm, and is indebted 
for every victory to his own muscular strength. Botli 
poems are filled with descriptions of battles ; bnt, in 
those of Barbour, our attention is successively direct- 
ed to the cool intrepidity of King Robert, to the 
farilBant rashness of Edward Brace, or to the enter- 
prisng stratagems of Douglas ; whife, in Henry, v,c 
find little more than a disgusting picture of revenge, 
hatred, and blood." 

Bat here, too, we may see the zeal of argument 
leading a just suggestion to excess. The effects of 
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individual prowess are imdemled; and t|ie caniei 
of fhe " revenge, hatred, and blood»** ovoriooked. 
If Henry has erred in ascribing too mch to phjfncal 
strength, the same obsenration will apply, with equal 
force, to Homer, the first and perhaps gieatot of aa- 
cient poets, whose heroes are all ^anta in tfab lei- 
pect ; and to no Scotchman coold it be neoeamj to 
state, why " revenge, hatred, and bleod," weve the 
battle cries of the " ScoU wha' had wi' WaDaee 
bled." Henry is doubtless infSerior to Baifaoiir ; not 
because moral are, at all times, snpeilor to phyrfcal 
causes, but because, in the one case, these eentei tie 
exhibited for the edification of posterity, whUeb ie 
the other, they are suppressed aa Tinnrnwiy 
to the information of persons who knew end kit, 
and perhaps more than poetically felt, them aU. 
Henry is inferior to Barbour, inaimnch ai the 
praise of a day is an inferior prize to the pi^ie of 
succeeding generations ; but to say, that any part of 
Henry's Wallace is " disgusting," can only shew an 
ignorance of the work on which the critidm is 
passed. 

Tlic history of Wallace, which Henry has left us, 
undoubtedly partakes much of the marvdlons ; it is 
full of exaggerations, anachronisms, and absuidities* 
But, as a poem, it is simple, interesting, and ezdtfng; 
and, as a narrative of facts, it must alwayi be re- 
membered, that we have it not through the mediun 
of the author's own pen, but through oral redtatioii, 
to the corruptions of which there are no UmiCa. 

It appears from the work itself, that the aathorhad 
acquired many particulars of it from the immediate 
descendants of Wallace's contemporaries; bat be- 
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I ttus.be infonnsus, Uint hefQlJowed very ainctly 
ok of great BuUiaiity, beiiig a camplclc history 
Vallace, wrillim in Lalio partly by John Stair, 

put!} by Tbomaa Gray, of which, bawevef, 
B a non no Uace. The fact, that the poet but 

mch atteatlon to aotbontiFaj should indue? UA 
c tender in ascribing to him, rather (ban to the 
en at bia worli, (be enors in which il nbDiinds. 
earj is perbapi (he only one of the early Scot- 
poeti nho bu  claim to the kindred cbaracter 
ninstrcl ; for Ibough, among the Celtic tribes, the 
[ of minslrels wu more numeroua, more tespecla- 
■nd of mare citcmive influence, than in any na- 
of Gotbic origin, Heory is the only one wboie 
: has outlived the wreck of agei ; aad, nben he 
abed, the order bad sunk from a atatioa of high 

sJJn^'i Sow, an aaonymoua poem of aa old a date 
e " AcUs and Deidis" of Wallace, a bard ii io- 
icedin the following cooteioptible company. 

A luDatyk, a natnatyk. 

Ad betetie, a puisyk, 

A Lflmbard, a LoUid, 

An Dsnrer, a bant, Sec. 

K w*] it contempt aloDe vhkh the nuDaltel li*d 
to encamiler. In an amdent ScotUih law irhicfa 
nbated to Acbaiua, il ia ordered, that " all ti- 
adii, fuills, bardii, akgUtu, and lie lyke Mill 
ill, sal be brynt on the cbeik and ikniged with 
lis, bot gyf Ibey fynd sum cisft to irra thur 
g." Il i> extremely probable, bovever, as Ley- 
objcrves, thai " thii regulation extended only 



1^^^^ 


r 
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had * iwtui»l tandpncy lo l™d the 
vuioui iiTTgulftritJpj." ■• Tbe lawi 

reqaired to wen the umi of his prii 
u ihc nobiUlj of  grat part of 

lappoM, lh« they <rou)d Dot imiBli 
the northern banni in m impnctut i 

fimiliet." 

The only MS. knawn to be eitutt 
and lioD which all the printed c 
tdini, ii now in the Advocatei Ubn 
and l»ar> tbe date of 1488. The fit 

niott correct, that of Perth. 1?90. 


s 


hii lord or princii *rn» u uic hem 
..tl beit it ewin on ye midillt of hii . 
round circle about y<! Kheild. qIkU 
■igdl in anno, ana yat it ye diflciEii 
ofarnus aod mriuliaJIb quhairby y. 
Sir DaP.-dLirtd»yi 



HsntE 



canlns Sjten dulcissima qaaJem 
X Aoojd^j el aciDont ct amujL 

JdiaOon'i Htmt Smw 



aiid Lindsay, of tbe Mnrnt, so called bom an 
of that name is (he Ticioll; of Capat, in Fife, 
ch he ■WHS proprietor, was a dcKendant of llie 
of I«rd Uddisy, of Bjies, ia Haddingtoosluie. 
a bom is 119D ; stadied al (hr Uniiusitj of 
dreH'a;* and id 1513 wat engaged (o usUl io 
iringofjaioei the Fifth, tiienan inbnL Hewu 
tte in Bcqniring tbe affections of bia loja) pupil, 
aJ an importani and benelicial share in the 
ion of his characlet ; hut, after t«elre jeara' at- 
ice upm the joung pdnce, Ike incuired the &t- 
le c^ tbe queeD-motber, and waa dkmJssed 



a tbe Slognpbical DicUomuy, it ig conjectured 
: " received his earl; edacalian, probably, at 
t^ibotaing school of Conpai." Unfortunately 
1 omjectDic, there happens to hi terrene, benreea 
ait of Haddingtonshire and this naghbaitrinf 
of Conpar, a Firth of ItrclTe miles wide, and 
day's jonmey of dry land besides. i. ». 



t . 

hi" \mc iMij»il. thou>;h l>nt in Iiissixloonth V( 

i.iki n ilio l»i>l«.l >to|» i»t' oinamijMliiij; hiius 

iIimKIimji i»t" ilio Poiijil.uoi's. ami «a> onto 

carxvr of \it;orou» niliuiiii^trntion. whicl 

yi'ars, ri\sturoii ot\.\ct ami growing i)ro»(H: 

couiitrv. aiui which, if wo con>idcr tho you 

i* (H'rhAjw iinrivulitHl in tho history of yo 

roi);n!i. As fur a» the hands of governmci 

tiiat porioiii 1*0 stron^thonoil l»y tho oxor 

pross, tho »atin' of l.imisay couUl not fail 

nvailini; inttiionco ; ami, to Limlsay, it m 

foidiHl a double gratiiioation» to rofta't that 

tho procoptor of the prince, whoso able c: 

tho i;ood of hi« people, he wa« now a5 a s 

I ri bating, by his (H'n, to oncourago and fu 

In tho year following, Lindsay wroto 

playnt" to tho king. While rvfonning tl 

tho nation, his Majesty had, it appears, 

the claims of his old tutor; who, theivfui 

t<*If under the necessity of bringing to his 

how well ho had sorxinl him in the days o 
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nnpluDt thui locccKirullj mide foi bimwlf, 
 id by B " Complajnt of (he King's Pa- 
pmga," m KhicU bis Majeilj's paiiot ii nude (o ridi- 
cnle, in a ray liappy vcio of humoui, the vicei of the 
olholic cleig;. 

In April, 1S31, SLr Darid i«n appointed, by the 
king, one of three ambttMadors, mIio weie to repiir to 
Antwerp, to telle* the ancient treaty of comnieree be- 
tween Scotland and the NeUietlandi. They met wifti 
a mast gracious reception from Charles V. and bad no 
aiffieultj in fulfilling the object of tlielr misioo. 

On hi* return to Scotland. Lindsay manied a ladj 
i>f the Douglsa family ; but this union appears to have 
been atlended witii little happinem. Tho Joys of 
vedlock have no share in the pnisei of Lindiay ; — 
be ipeska of woman, in all his norlis, with a dej^c uf 
imgallaatty, veiy foreign to the poetical character. 

In 1535, linduy produced, before (he Ittng, at 
ibr, Caitlehill of Cupar, a sort of drama, called " a 
Satire on the Three EsUtea." The Castlebill was a 
plat^, where, iu early times, dramatic perfurmances or 
mmWities, aa liiey Bcre called, used to be i«rfoinicd, 
in the open air, after all such repceientaliorkihad been 
euJnded (rom the churches.* In the appendix tu 
Anwt's History of Edinburgh, there ii a curious ei- 
ceipt from a mannicript of another entertainmenl, which 
appears to bare been exhibited, by IJndisy, in t^e 
■■me piayGeld of Cupar. The mannacript bad been 

 Few towns of note were then withoot soch play- 
fields ; that of Ediubu^ was at the Grecniidewell. 

JrwH'ilfijtorii of EdinSirji- 
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in till* {toMt'SNion of Uic celebrated David Ganick 
I'oiuincnci^ thus : — 

" llvTc bc);iii9 tlie proclamation of the play* nu 
liy David IjindMy, of tlic Mount, knight ; in the pi 
lirhl, in the month of June, tlie year of God 1.' 
years. 

PixKlamation made in CupttrcfF^e. 

Our |>ar|M>se is on tlic M'venth day of June, 
If weather Kerve, and we have rctt and peace, 
Wc shall be seen into our playing place. 

In i;ood array, altout llic hour of seven. 
Of thriftinoss, tlmt day, I pray you cease, 

ISut ordain us good drink against alle^'cn* 
Fail not to he u|K)n tlic CastJehill, 

IWside till* pi net* ^herc wc propose to play ; 
WiUi ):ood stark wine, your flaggons, see you f 

And lind ^'ourselves the nienicst that you may. 

CoTTA(iF.n. — I shall ho there, with God's gn 
Tliou):;h thoro wert> never so great a priec. 

And foremost in the fair ; 
And drink a quart, in Cupar town, 
Witli my gossip, John Williamson, 

lliough nil the nolt should ralr. 

In 1535, Sir David was employ e«l witli Sir J 
Campbell, of lymdon, in a mission to the coui 
Ciennany • in quest of a spouse for his 3*oung sovcrei 
but none of the portraits of German beauty, \t\ 
(hey brought hack, pleasing the king, JUndsay was r 
year sent, on a similar errand, to France. Jan 
however, anxious to consult his own taste, n 
}Kirtii*ulnrly, in the selection of a partner for lile. 
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lired hinuelf in Fianw, soon after hit ambBsiBdoc ; 
BDil.isUfeJloDt.DOtlepcuuld bare been more nnfoitu- 
aate for his tapyiaeat. After be bad filed hu mcliiiB- 
tiont on a daiigbter of the Duke of Vendome, hia per- 
sonal appearance caught the hcatt of Magdalene, a 
uckfy daughter of the French kiog, aJjd, out of mere 
compaHJon, he gave his hanrl to a lady, whom no 
worJdlj power coold save from tht^ grave, while hU de- 
sertion caused Ihe dtalh of bei whom he more truly 
[ored.aad who might, bad lore b^n tme, hare lived a 
long and happy life, the grace and ornament of the 
Scotdsh coart. Within I»d munlhs after Magdakne 
became queen of Scodand, sbe expimj ; an event 
ohich produced Lindiay'i neil poem, the " Deplora- 
lioD of the Deith of Queen Magdalene." 

Id 1538, the king repaired hia loss, by a marriage 
with Margaret, Ihe dangblec of the Duke of Guise ; 
and, in aome pnblie welcoming! or BpeetacleBj whidi 
took place on the oceaaion of her arrival in Scotland, 
Sir David's genius appears Id liave supplied both poetry 

In 1541, be loit hia prince and papil, whose 
death he, moie than in common with the bnlfc of the 
Scottiih people, deplored. The ftiendi of the Refoi- 
matjon, then making great progress in Scotland, 
loiAed upon Jamea ai one of ita greatest cnenjiei, 
. and did not hoitate, in the finmii-irn. of dieir seal, 
X hia death to be " a jodgement of Provi- 
" bat lindaay, wbo had the nnning of the 
pnace'i mind ; wbo bid been caonleiunced and en- 
coanged b; bim in the {mMluctkni of " The Satire 
ou &e Tlnee Eitstet," and otbei wo^, all strongly 
■atiridng the cormptioni of the Catholic clergy ; 



fuTHMlion ; vnlPTiained no aoc: 
Ihkt James bod been guilty ol 
Uie perteeuling spirit of Ihe ph 
■idi Id Diunejv, which he cimld 
Boblei. nbom arrogance Ihal m 
knpidg dotto -. he bad round ] 
gaietjr ind pl«aaurc> gnsUj 
gimiuy cntliiuUiiti of the eailj 
nligbn ; bnt he could not, at 
thai Junes had guar fulher in 
jHisuK. and «■> diipiwed to g( 
lion, of the practical coimptia 
nnv inoMTcb who bad preceded 
D|>ming liic^ eyes of (be peopi 
the mij vuuld probably never 
thow iiDproTenienls la doctntv 
ail, Ihe chief puini of scpuBt 
md (he IlefaniieTi. 

In 1344, Sit David sat in a 
U Edinbargh, as repreientativi 
pat in Fife, tie leprescnled ( 
pariiBmenl] which met al Unli 
Edhibur|;h in 154& 

In 1518, be was neut u an 
King of Denmuic, lo solicil I 
Id prolcGI Ihe Scottish coasb a| 
to negDliate a free tnde fot t 
pariicnlarij In graui. Tbc il 
but Ihe free mde, as II was eil 
B itaple commoditj of Penni 



ST 

iaiu.j hod bow the nlufacUon of leeiiig bi> 
■rile woriL of ReTonnatioD adraacing «ith rapid 
le« ; but wtaeo Uie quulion of Bscmduicy canre 
n iaae bctncvn the refanuera and the gDiEnmicat, 
ippeui to bavu atoidcd taking aay oclivc part, 
tent nitfi having assiitcd in so material a degree 
tir up his countrjmeii to the asiertion of the tniUi. 
pfubable, that, besidn the aharc which the cool- 
< of age may have liad in ibis deteiniiiiatiaii, a 
ik» (0 the docUiaal purilaDiim o( the oovdunCen, 
•one appiehcniion for the ei.ceisi'S lo nfikti 
tieat might lead, had dIhi no Inconjideroble tafla- 
■. His pen, however, was slili at the serrice of 
refonDen ; and for one of thtii luun nttlileas 
Is, the asiajsiqatioa of Cardinal Bcalon, he wrote 
ipohig;, which was too imich in the spirit at Ibnt 
liciim which be a&'ccted to lament.' 
ardinal, I giant 

'cil want i 
God will forgiic it fDon. 
But of  tmih theioolh lo aaj, 
Although tlift ioiiii bf well aiv»^, 
Tlie fact was foully doue. 
he murderen on this occasion "vvn^ TeiigloDH 
Ota, and they were long empiojed in prajer to 
I befbw they ventured lo cumiuil this act of ai- 
inalion. lie pFCnicious doctrine, that what wan 
!d 'righteous judgmeEt,' might he eieeuted by 
ate DKD, bad been taught by some lealots in these 
appy times; but hapjuiy, though it terrified 
ei Cnimwell', it gained few partiMlu in the 
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In 1550, Lindsay produced hb " IBiloiy i 
Testament of Squire Mddram," and in 155S» 
" Monarchie," the one the moat poetical, and 
other the largest, of his woiks. 

The period of Sir Dand Lindsay's deatliy i 
indeed, eveiy thing respecting the doae of Ids di 
is a matter of ancertainty. Altiion^ one of 
greatest literary characters of his time, and tiw lio! 
of a dignified public office, tliere is no mem uiia 
tell either when he expired or where his remains « 
interred. The fact u singular, and not to be 
counted for eren by the confiuioDS wliich t 
prevailed. 

Besides the productions wliich ba;ve been i 
dentally mentioned, Lindsay wrote an " Answe 
the King's Fly ting ;*' " The Gomplaynt of Baa 
the King's Hound,'' 1536 ; " The Justing of Wa 
and Barboar;" "The Supplication against S 
Taillis," (a part of female attire,) 1598 ; and <• Ki 
Confession," 1541 ; written in ridicule of auric 
confession. 

The whole of the productions of Lindsay wei 
his native tongue, for the use of which he taket 
casion, in the first book of his last woik, ** The A 
archie," to give an abundance of wtary sendble 
sons. Neither Aristotle nor Plato, lie says, wrot 
Dutch; neither Virgil, "The Prince of Poetry," 
Cicero, " The Flower of Oratory," wrote in Aia 
but each in his own mother tongue. He has no 
jection that those who have the opportunity sh 
Iram the dead languages, and that matteis of i 
speculation may be discussed in them. 

Lat doctourb write thair curious ijuestiounis 
And argumentis sawin full of sophistrie ; 
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Tbur lug'tck and tbiur licigh apiuiouaiB ; 
Tliait iiA judgeaiHnlli at aslrooaoiie ; 
Tbaif aiedlciiic and thuc pbilotopbie : 
I^t poeiis schaw tbair glorious ingjne," 
As euei tluj pleii, in Gccik ut in l^Iync. 

In millers, honevei, of vital conceia, 



ehuuits onUie neccsutj of haiing lliem in Ihatlan- 
uge which every num can undentaud. The callioUc 
agnu, with resjiect to the sliutting up of t)ia sciip- 
mf from Ihe vulgar eje, be sel* at rest bj Ihe (ol- 
itting quaint but apt itlustiation. 
3>iDt HiCTomc, in bis proper toung Romane, 
Tbe law of God trenlie he did translate -, 
Out of Htbietr and Greik in Ijitine plane ; 
Qnhilkhci bene hid fioin an tiuiglruie, God wl!l 
Unto Ihia tiine^ hot efter mj conceit 
Had St. Hieronie bene bom iiila Argite 
Into Irith tamg bis buikia bad done compjle. 

Undcay taya mdj that he did ort write te "mh- 



" " iDgyoe," ima^nation ; a aaTing olauie foi 
^ida«j's fiieiid, George Buchanan, but which ha 
at n.Ted him. Had the poetic talent wlu<^Buahaii- 
a waated in a dead tongue been emplojed asUnd- 
ty*! was, in Scotlisb veiae, be wotild have lited to 
oslerit; as a poet; butjtis u Buchanan, the hialo- 
ian, tbal vte luow bioi. *< i. 
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iiing clerkU;" he wrote to eipote the impMtiiiff of 
cunning clerks to the eyes of tfafi people at Ust^, nd 
it was necessary, therefore, tfa«t be slioiild write Id a 
langua^ which the people knew. 

Quhairfoir to colzearis, carten, and to ciAii 
To Jok and Thorn, my ryme aal be dtnctit, 
'With ciuming men howbeit it will be laddt 

The subjects of all his pieces were of • aonbre uA 
satirical cast ; some vice which was to be seprabsled, 
some folly to be chastised, some prejadloe to be le- 
moTed, some misery for which there wu no leiiiedj to 
be lamented. *' 1 write,'' he says, 

With sorrowful! sichis ascending from the iplaie 
And bitter (ciris distellbg from mine ""^ " 



But Lindsay was not a mere complainer. He ewuj 
where combines the soundest adTice with the moit 
poignant satire, and abounds with mom! a entence t t 
many of which have become proverbial. So moch is 
this the case, indeed, that the common people of 
Scotland used of old, when they heaid n propoeilion 
started of a doubtful character, to observe *' tiwie It 
na sic a word in a' Davie Lindsay." 

Of Lindsay's judgement in pointing ont how the 
abuses, by which the industrious clasiei of the com- 
munity were oppressed, might be remedied, we hate 
a remarkable and memorable example hi the cflbiti 
which he made to introduce the system of leaaehold- 
ing, till then unknown among the landed propiieton 
of Scotiand. 

On this subject the old editor of his vroiks, Qi«rteiii> 
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Lt ihej velJ mt^iil quotation 

JVQoInt labourii tnik he Ihat ilie Undii of this 

WDBlrie michl be set oul ia tewis «ftcr Ibe tajhimm 

Lif-iindij attiKi realmes, foe tho inccti of policie and 

Bol, quhsl hea he profilel? Quhen ane 

D aith hia haill race and ofsprlng, hes labourit 

StljSi on one lite) peice of ground, and biochl 

it ud periectioan, then muit Ih.' laiTdiii 

min or luniBme, haie it, and the pure 

mtb bis wjCe and bainiis, ichut out to beg thaii 

He tbat tuik Jjtill iahourii on it, man enjoj 

the fralei and comoioditeis of it ; be roan dt up ttie 

it and labouiis of the jmre roan'a browis. Thus the 

t dv mak na poUcie nor big^g, in cais they big 

^ laetTei out. Bo( aJtboch mm wink at this, and 

 Mift fl i i ik it, jet he litlii abone thai Bees it, and sail 

 Jli^ it He that beiria Ibe lichis and Eomptunts of 
r (iMpnfeappiesulsalnotforeveisuffeirEanpiniiscbit." 

ipitulation of Lindane's claims to ri'- 
membixnce, it may, perbapa, ba wondered, that tliat 
of poetrj, in the aliicl sensu of the teim, should be 
Ibe la^t to 5"?ll the throng. But if tbe opinion of 
an individual ma; be listened to for a moment, in 
opposition to long eslsbliihed prejudice], lie would 
Tcnture to mj thai it is [ess as a poel than as a 
mofalisl and r^fomur, that Sir Darid Dndsaj di'- 
scnes to be regarded. That he could write poetry he 
haaieft sufficient proofi ; bat that fliebnlk of Us works 
is an; thing more tbancicellent prose abapcd into lines 
ofeqaalsjflabic length is a position which it would pro- 
bably not require much critjcil skill to drnionsliak'. 



horo, loo swerping a disavowal ; but, in tl 
!■ no niori* than the simple trnth. Strong sen: 

mark, and forcible expression, swell his li 
all that is more peculiarly characteristic « 
invention, imagery, harmony of nambers 
striking deficiency. Warton, who was 
modem times to revive the recollection of 
a poet, does not venture farther than to 
some of his pieces " many nervous, terse, a 
lines ;" and to this extent of praise there 
exception. 

The " Song of the Lark," which Lindsa 
duced into his <* Dreme,*' may suffice, 1 
shew that he possessed the true poetic vei 
it was more from choice than inability dia 
oftener indulge in it 

Song of the Lark, 

AUace, Aurora ! the sillie lark can cri 
Quhair hes thou left thy balmy liquor 
That us rcjoisit, we mounting in the si 

Tkv ailimr rlmnnt* »r#» tnmif intn fll<>it 



POETS.— Bia DAVID LIKDSkY. 

Qnhurart tboD Miy.vilb June, lb; lister aAc 
WeSI boTdunrit vilb diseU of dd,ile ; 
And gmlilljolv "ittk di^ mtittit gnmc, 
Eoamilit niib rotii letd snd qnhjte^ 
Now, tuld and cauld Jmou, tu disiute 
Beiffij from ua aJt pailime uhI pleiure, 
AUsce, qnfaat genlill taait maj this endure! 

Oonjlil* u witb cJoodii odioaa 
Hw goldeu dijb of the orioit, 
Cbu^g ID somm am sang airladiaai, 
QnhiUE wchad noDi lo ung nilli glide ioun) 
Bfjaimdand to the heriiinu fiimaiDeDt; 
But noir OBT daj is diangit into- nicbt. 



1 

I j' Wilis we find dillorent places conten< 

! (■ |- (liiitinction uf iinvlng given birth to an ii 

need re(iuirc no better proof to convii 
there must have been much in hb chara< 
afTmity witli it an honor. Snch rivalry 
whicli we pay to worth and greatness a 
first poet of a country, the first foand 
to a Homer or to a Guttemberg.* 

Mackenzie aflinns, that the subject 01 
memoir, Alexander Barclay, was a Scots 
apparently for no better reason known 1 
Uiat Alexander is a Christian name, pec 
tisli. Bale contends, that he is an £ng 
of the county of Somerset, because tfa 
cieys in Somersetshire ; on the same pri 
Macedon is like Monmouth, because tfa 
in Macedon and a river in Monmouth, 
that he was bom in Devonshire, on no < 
seemingly, than that his first preferment] 
was in that coun^. And Mr. Warton L 
that he as probably beloni^ to Gloucei 
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be able In produce Bome solid CTidcBce an Ibc luh- 
jt:ct ; sod (o a Scotaoian not Ibr less so, Ibat Ibe 
eiddence is in favor of his coaatry's claim to rank 
Aleiuidor Barelay oiuong the niuntier of eininpnl 

giies Barda; to Scotland ought la be of tbe greaU-r 
weigbl, llMt it U not Ihst of a Scotsman, but of an 
Englisbnran, Dr. Williain Bulleya. well kntmn io 
tbe Immed u a pbyskinn and botanitli of grest eaii- 
ntacc, abool tlie middle of the iiileentli centurv. 
Bnllcyn was a nalii-e of the iile of El.v, and BareUj 
naa a monk of the tnonialery of Ely, at the period 
nbea Bulleyn hu a youth. Whether tbe; were 
pmanall; acqaainled oi not i> uncertain ; hut from 
iiring in the aune neighbourhood, Bnlleyn bad 
■a opportunily of knotring, better than any contem- 
pantc; whose evidence on lheBubjectiBeitant,lDwhat 
teltattty'Ba.teitj wu, by atlahont him, reputed lo bi;- 
bnig. Not to die evidence. In an allegoncal deacrip- 
Saa of the eariy Eaglieh pocti, by Dr. BuUeya. he- 
Mates poaitlvely, that BHrclay was " bam btymd the 
nbi TWer Ticeed." Aa tlie wbole passage posiesKs 
eoDudoablc elegance, and has been so uiuversally 
Oreriooked by the critics, tbe (ranscriplion of it bote 
■■ill not probably lie deemed out of plate." 

" Willy Cbaucei, who sat in ciialr of gold covered 
wilb roses, writing prose and rhyme, accompanied 

 It is scarcely necessary to observe, tb*t the or- 
thc^npby, u I God it in tlie MS. of Ibis memoii, i: 
modcnuied. a. s. 



faii><>h()od in lawver>, no bnsarv in men 
rolx'Ilion in the cummons, anil iinitv among 
dnms, iiic. Thoro appeared also Ljdgale 
among the lilies, with his bald sconce, and 
of willows aboat it. Booted he was after St 
guise ; and a black stammel robe, with a : 
hood, hanging backward ; his bod j sto<^iiij 
bewailing every state with the spirit of Pr 
foreseeing the falls of wicked men, and tfi 
seats of princes ; the ebbing and flowing, 
and falling of men in authority ; bowTirtuc 
the simple, and rice overthrows the mosliK 
world. Skclton sat in the comer, with a In 
face, frowning and Bcarcelv jet cooled o 
burning choler kindled against the cankerec 
Wolsey, writing many a sharp distioon wi 
pen against him, which he aent throng tl 
Styx, Phlegeton, and Acheron, by the fer 
hell, called Charon, to the said caidinall. ! 
c/ay, in a hoofing ruuet long comt, with apnt 
hii nedc, andJinB JmoU upon kit girik, ^Ur 
irMat. Ffm ffvu ham htitiond ths eold 
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Baiday, u bom liejond ttiv Tweed, a oot  lilUi: 
staED^Ihajed by (be tiCcancy wilh which even id al- 
legory hedelineAles his peculiar ciiaracteriiUo. '-He 
lodged upana tfed of ^iweetcainomilr.'' WbstG^nre 
cmid lUTe been more deEcripliie of that agreeable 
bitlentBu, tlmt pleajant ironv, which dijlinguisfaczi ihc 
UfUiOTof the " Ship of Fools ■" " About him manj 
ihepbcrds and sheep nilb plcaaanl pipca, greatl; ab- 
horriDg Ibe life of courlirn." WhatcoBld liaie been a 
fluatt panpbnse otiho title of Barclay 'a" Eclogues." 
ot " Miseries of CourlieK and Court**, and of all 
fSinces in geoeral" ? Ai a mfnor feMore, " the fine 
koBb apoa hit giidle after Francii't Uicks" may alio 
be noticed. Hitherto, llie fact of Barclay baviug 
been a member of tlie Franciscan order hu tieen al- 
ways repeated as a matter of wime doubt ; " Ite uas 
ameitk of the order of St. Bfloedict, and aftemajth, 
as Mtue ay, a FnmciscaiL" Bnlleyn knowi, aud 
raeolMmB, with ccrtaioty, ^hat olheA only speak t>f 
aa the itiereat coujeclnre. In ihoil, every thing tends 
to sliei* a degree o( familiar anjuRiBtaiice nilh the 
lamiii hie habtu, ami bis prodiictioni, which entitles 
Ibe (estimun; of Bulleyn to the highest credit. 

AJthoDgh the country of Barclay a tlms fixed with 
tuSBaeat cerUinty, nothing farther respecting his na- 
tiritj or early youlh is knowD. Tlie first trace we 
bsTC of him is at Oriel CoUege, 0»fotd, ahont 1495, 
iibeie he was pationiied hy Thomas Cornish, iJieTi 
pniToit of that house. After finishing liis atudics at 
tbe univertily, he travelled liirough Halland, Ceroja- 
ny, Italy, and France. On returning to England, he 
f^nul liii patron. Dr. Cornish, lud become Bisbup uf 
Tyac, ami leceived from him an appointment in W- 
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chaplain in the college of SL Maiy OUeiy, in De- 
vonshire, founded by John GramHiMWi, Kahop of 
Exeter. 

It was while resident here, that Baiclay wrote Us 
great woik, the Ship of Foob ; this we leant from the 
title as it is to be found in Pynson's, tiie pueat edi- 
tion. *• This present boke, named the Shyp of Fdjt 
of the Worlde, was translated i' the College of 8q«t 
Mary Ottery, in the Counte of Deoonshyie* out of 
Laten, Frenche, and Doche, into Englysiie tonge, hj 
Alexander Barclay, Prcste ; and at that tjme di^kn 
in tlie said c6lledge." 

Some time after this, Barclay entered Into bmbm- 
tic orders; first, into that of St. Benedict ; vtoA, lolo 
that of St Francis ; and, at tiie dissofaitioB off die 
monastery of £ly in 15S9, we find him among tin 
number of its ejected monks. 

Barclay appears not to have been witfaont ftiendi 
in this emergency. He was appointed ancoeasifciy 
to the vicarage of St Matthew, at Wokej In Somer- 
setshire, and to that of Much-Badew or Badew- 
Magna, in the county of Essex and diocese of Lob* 
don ; nor were these, as Wood sopposes, hia onlj 
preferments ; for the dean and chapter of London, in 
April 1552, presented him to the Irring of Ailhallowi^ 
Lombard Street. The last appointment, however, he 
lived to enjoy only a very few weeks ; be was no* 
far advanced in years ; and, in the month of Jnn^ 
1552, died at Croydon, in Soney, in tiie cfaordi of 
which place his remains were interred. 

Barclay had the reputation, among his contempo- 
raries, of being a man of rare wit and learning ; and 
tlie numerous editions of his woriis, which have beea 
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jince called for, is u proof thst ha mcrita vivjc nut 
merelj of a temporary description. Mr, Warion, 
who in hia History of Englisii Pocttj bas given a 
full account of Barclaj'a nrilings, obserres : " All 
antient latirical writiugj, even tlione of tax inferior 
cast, bate their merit, and dcaerte aflention, as lliej 
trajumit pictures of familiar manners, and preserve 
popular customs. In this light, at least, Barclay's 
" Sbip of Fools," which is a general satire on the 
limes, irill be found entertaining. Not mail it be 
deiued, that his language is more cultivated than that 
of many of his contemporaries, and that he has con- 
tiibaled his ahsre to the impTotement of the English 
pbraseologj." — 1( this be not lo " damn with faint 
praise," it h somelhing very like it. " Hia share" is 
 reij large ahaie ; larger, perhaps, (baa that d( any 
other BDlhor of the same period. A few extracts, 
tslieii from Itie work at random, will eoavincc any 
paw>n of this, who is in the least venant with (he 
wnten of the beginning of the sixteenth century. It 
is impossible, indeed, to read some of the stanzas 
Hithoat surprize, at the ease and elegance of dictiuii 
which they display. 

In the inlroductorf pari, called " The clamour to 
the Pooles," aftec noticing that the ship is full, and 
can bold DO mete, though " there ia great number 
thai fayne wonld aborde," he says i 

BdI I pray you, readers, have ye no disdajne. 
Though Barclay have presumed of audacilje 
This ship to rule as chiefe master and caplaync. 
Though some thiolie Ihemaelves much worthier 1)1,111 
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It were great marvell forsotb, aithheliath be 
A scholer lunge, and that in divers scholet. 
But he might be captayne of a ship of foolea. 

But if that any one be in such maner caae, 
That he will chalengc the mastership ho me. 
Vet in my ship can I not want a place. 
For in every place mysclfe 1 ofte nay see : 
i)ut this I leave, beseching eclie degree 
To pardon my youth and too bolde enterprise, 
For hard 19 it duely to spcake of every vice* 

For if 1 Iiad tongej an hundred, and wit to fele 

All tliingcs naturall and supematurall, 

A thousand niuuthes, and voyce as haxde as stele, 

And »rnv nil the seven sciences libcrall, 

Yet roulde I never touchc the vices all 

And sin of the world, ne their braucches compre- 

hendc, 
Not though 1 lived unto the worlde*s ende. 

But if these vices which mankinde doth incomber 
Were clcane ex[)ellcd, and vcrtuc in their place, 
I could not have gatlicred of fooles so great a number, 
Who»c folly from them oufchaseth God's grace : 
But every man that knowes hiniselfe in that case. 
To this rude bookc let him gladly intcnde. 

And learn the way his Icwdenes to amende. 

i 

II1C following stanzas on the mutability of fortune 
arc of a still higher order of poetry : 

We dayly prove, by example and evidence. 
That many ho made foolrs, mad and ignorant. 





f 
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B» theb™fc««t(te, fwUing ineluKl coofiAwc 




!■ tutOK-i wbedc. Disufe Mid oocontWnl ; 




Soj» *)«T tfac -hede. Ihinldng it plrasumt ; 








Thfk fc«* *«. tjlelh, » fiJI Ihf J in Ihe min-. 




PUMMc  yeomm. Dwkehim a gentloMn. 




Ajd «b^ . \m3im of . b«ld»(-> «D«. 




IE>b »r > spun, kni^t, j« .Ul tbcj. ^f Ihrj 








Ari aoT  like woiU han thii coDdilM'.. 




h bopc ■rboDOiu. b; tmsoo, to roD>|»R'. 




BM OH (k^ifidt, lud » fall in tbc mill'. 




ante kokc so bjF, thai Ukt fbtgei tbcii faK, 




Om futfi'a *iwc). >hich tiW-lh as a ball. 




Ikiy nfte 4c£Ka. ta Ibcir small mighl unmn 




Tkk fsoUi hcarte,aad, hli»), M« Dol ibciF foU. 




SsHD fcofei pupme to have a romnc myall. 




0« c^iiba^br fbrtone'i xhnk, lo an aiipiie. 




The whKlc dm tDTHlti, i«vug Ibemin the min 



O bBarlt nan saj, wbal is tfahw inlml, 
T* •Rxldlt boDOun w gread; lo ioleHip, 
Or^tae in aake Ibee b;c, rich an) uccUcal, 
Skc tbal, M tlioni J, tfaT lile most hiTp an mdc 
Nooc is sa •rartfaf, aane can so high ascvode, 
Fac >a«glit i> SD svic, if (Ikhi the butfa caqnin. 
Biri ^« be Biaj doubt to Ul down to the miiF. 

"noe it BO knle, dnfce, king, nor Dibet estate. 
Bat 4j* ^ej Bust, and from this woiM go ; 
Afl wsriiUj tfahges, vhkb God balh here cnalc 
Shd ■>* Bjhidc, bal haie an tnde alto. 
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What morfall man liatli bene promoted so. 
In worldly wealth or uncertayne dignitie. 
That ever, of life, had houre ofcertuntie. 

In stormy windea, lowest trees are most sore. 
And houses surest which are not bnilded hye, 
Wliereas bye buildinges may no tempest endure, 
Witliout they be founded sure and stedfiuUy : 
So greatest men have most fearc and jeopardie. 
Better is povcrtic though it be hard to beare. 
Then la a high degree in jeopardie and feue. 

The hills arc hyc, the valleys are bnt lowe. 

In valleys is come, the hills are barrayne. 

On highest places most gras doth not ay ^;rowe : 

A niery thing is measure and easy to suatayne, 

Tlic hycst in great fcare, the lowest live in payne. 

Yot better lye on grounde, having no name at alJ, 

Then hye on a differing, always to fall. 

Nor is the comparative elegance of the style tl 
sole merit of this curious work. Its satire is, generdi 
as just as it is poignant -, and the purple of the auth 
appears uniformly to be, to do good by hb ezposon 
The work, it is true, claims only to be a compoa 
translation from tlie Latin, French, and Dutch ; bat 
is a translation, made with great freedom, and enricbi 
with considerable additions of Barclay's own. T 
ground -work of tlic translation was a book under tl 
same title, written by Sebastian Brandt, a Germi 
better known as the reputed discoverer of phosphon 

The " Ship of Fools" was first printed at Londo 
by Richard Pynson, in 1509, in small folio ; again, 
the same size, in 1519 ; and in quarto, in 1570. T 
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iKon, wbtch is ujorord >%ith a variely of cd' 
d cuts, bean « higb price ; do lesg -ihtia one 
Euineai, being about leu tinioa laoK Uibd anj 
let old editioo! sell for. A copious desciip- 
maj' be found in Dibdin'fi edition of Ames, 
431> 

Hclogae:" of Barclay aie ranked, by Wsrlon, 
; Ibe eirlicit pailoial productions ia Uie 



lenrs. LoDgmaa and Co'i. Bih, Aug. Paa. 
Hm of Ibe Sbip of Fook ia very ingemnoml; 
lied wilh Ihe following quotation from the 
Kh hits wiib some smartness tbe fotlj whicb 
ich an inordiDSle value ou works, tnerel; on 
t their anticgmtj, uid QOl of what tbej- cod- 
in lUi lAuTi, 'A< ehitfjikei 1 gotime, 
lliia wide sea, wilb foles wanderinge. 
cause is plajne and easy to d jsceme, 
! am I besj bok nssemblynge, 
lo have plenty it [i « plcaiint thynge, 
ij cmceyt, aiid lo have Ibem ay in hande, 
iBJhal they nme do I not tmderttande. 

jet I have them in great rererence 
bononre* savynge them from filth and onlove, 
jRai brOBhynge, and moche diligence ; 
goodly bounde in pleasant coovertoie 
lanas, <atyn, or els of velvet pure, 
pethemsucp.feryng lest they ahonlde be-lost, 
nAenittUcannytfgtvihtrBKlntbacM. 
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Engii&li language. They were also tamialicms, hedy 
made ; five of them from SlantoABiiB, aad time finm 
Eneas Silvius. . 

TJic " Caallc of Labour" was another woric^ by 
Barclay, translated from the French ; fht pmpose of 
which is to shew — 

" Tliat Idleness, mother of all advenity. 
Her subjects bringeth to extreme povcity." 

At the request of Sir Giles AlyngtoD, Barelay also 
translated, from fhe Latin of Dominicke Manrini, 
*' The Mirrour of Good Manners/' which he styles " a 
Right Fruitful Treatise" on the four t^r^iwt^i virtoes. 

The Duke of Norfolk, another of Barclay's patnms, 
employed him to make a trandatkm of Sallost's Jogor- 
thinc War, whicli he executed, not only with aocimcy, 
but with considerable elegance. 

llarclay was also the author of seveial " lives of 
Saints;" a Look, entitled "The figure oi our Motho 
llDly Church oppressed by llie French Kmg;" ands 
I'reatJM: ai^ainst Skelton, the Poet Lanieate, a gmt 
(.■neiiiy to the priesthood, a circumstance which is sop- 
}Misf.-d V) have turned his brother satirist's pen agunit 
him.* T. B. 



* In c<jii3C([uence of a satire, which Skelton wvoie 
againslthc "cankered Cardinal Wolsey»" be was obliged 
to take refuge, from his vengeance, in the sanctoary of 
Westminster Abl>ey. It was a spirited reprobation of 
the barons of England for their mean compliances with 
the arrogance of tliat haughty prelate ; and does a de- 
cree of honor to (he courage of the poet, which the sa- 
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a evan so able a »iileT us Barclay caniiui 
A !tw lines wUI gliew the nerve nitli » 

Our borons arc 90 hold, 
Into a mouse-hole, thej wolJ 
Bun awnj and cieep; 
Uke as man; of sheep; 
DaienotloakouladoOT, 
For dicad uf the maiitiircur. 
For dread of the bultlier"! dog, 
Would wuiTj ihBm like a liog. 

For ali their noble iilood, 
He plucks Ibcm hj the hood, 
And shales them hj Ihe cat, 
And brings (hem in such fear. 
He baitelb tbem like > bear. 

And, bmieath him, they're to ste 
That no man of them dare rout, 
Duke, eail. bacon, not lord. 



i 
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ALEXANDER MONTGOMERY. 



Few of our Scottistli poets have been treated mofre 
unkindly or more unjustly by the critics, than Alex- 
ander AIonti:omer)'. Men who have been nnboonded 
in their praise of Allan Ramsay, hare been able to 
discover no merit in a poet whom Ramsay both ad- 
mired and studied ', and one writer, indeed,* who 
leprescnts Ramsay's Vision as one of the finest an- 
ticnt Scottish poems extant, thinks ** The Cbenj and 
the Slac," 31ontgomery's chief production, absolatdy 
" beucatli contempt ;" although it is a fact, that dw 
yision was formed on the model of the Cbeny and 
the Slac, and is indebted to it for whole lines and 
couplets of some of its most striking stansas. The 
description of tlie Genius of Caledonia in the AHsion, 
which has been particularly admired t by all critics, 
is, after all, no more than a very literal, though un- 
doubtedly happy, paraphrase of the following de- 
scription of Cupid, by Montgomeiy. 

Sae my Id lyke and chyld lyke. 
With bow three quarters scant, 
Sae moylie and coy lie. 
He lukit lyk ane sanct. 



Pinkerton. f Sec life of Ramsay. 
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ioE uleinly crisp, hnng oure hh eyi9. 
His quivei b; his oakh tbjis, 

~ _ ' c silver lace ; 
Of gold betwiil his schoiildcn grew 
Twa pretty wings, quhairwidi he flew. 

On hia left urn anc brace. 



Persaiving mync haremg 
He conntlt nie hii prey. 

Chtrrit and Ska, sL 8,9. 

The foUowing is the paiallcl passage of Ramsay 

tlie reiemblancc of nhich, both in abucture am 

uuagerj, nill instantly strike the Bunt iadiflcreti 

A man with aspeek kynd, 

Rakt auld tykt, and bauld lyftf, . 
JCilS baird thrt juorfwi Aunt ; ^ 

Sacbraef lyke, aud graif Ijke, 
}it«emitobeua,u!t. 
Grit during doHitfrai Ail », 
A btaiil sword KlmgUd at Ail thU, 

On his lejlarma targi ; 
A shiaaand speir lili'd his richt lianii, 
Of stalwart mak in bane and brawnc, 
Of just pFoportions large. 

Amaiat, I gaitit, 

TDaetedaCconiiDiiid, 

A ttrampant and rampant 

Feias I jon in hia hand. U. Aand 5. 
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Again, in ]\Iontgoraory, we hare a thint lor libntv 

thus oxpivssoti : 

M V heart ay did start ay 

The fvrie flanus to file. 

Ay howping, throw lowping. 

To leap at libertie. rt. fO. 

And in Ramsay, the same sentiment, with an alte- 
ration not to the better, of the image from a file to a 

floinl : 

Qubasi* mynds zet, inclyndb set 

To damn the rapid spate ; 

Derysing and prysing 

Fieidoni at ony rate. Fimni, rt. f • 

Nor M a» it inoivly while writing a poem on the 
nuHlel of the Cherry- and the SUe, that Ramny fell 
into those imitations of its beauties ; for, m otfaefs of 
his works, there are proofs that he kept Mtatgomeiy 
in his n'membnince. In the Cherry and the Sine, the 
\Myct telis us : 

I saw a river rin 
Out owr a steipie rock of stane, 
Svne lichtit in a lin. 

Every pers<^n familiar with the Gentle Sbepheid 
must be vady to re)>eat the well-known passage : 

Between twa birks, out o*er a little lin, 
Thf water fa*s, and niaks a sin^ din. 

£xanj)los miglit lie multtplie\i, but it is unnecea- 
»ary ; » the Comstar ison is not instituted inTldiottslVy 
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batundn a feeling of reyercnce for Rsnsay's merits 
aa II poeC Ke wu a writer of loo reiiile on iov^n- 
lioTj ID be grudged a few appropiiitiDas from ath<'», 
Bnd of too good a lusle not to make wbst he bonowod 
ha own by impioieincnt. Bot it it no compliment 
to be imitated and followed = to hato one's sljle, 
imageij, and langunge, adopted by siicb a poet at 
Bamsay ? U Cbe mao wbo can suttain a panUei fcr 

ti«h birdf, to be esteemed a writer " beneath con- 
lempt!" Montgomerf, it is true, ii, lot the age in 
which he lired, i ibgnlarly moral poet, and, though 
be has written a poem about lore, bai cot one inde- 
cent eipreuioa lo it ; and on these accounti, indeed, 
it might be passed over as not sarpriaing, that be 
should hare eicited tlie disgust of Ibst odd cotnpuund 
of ciitjc, andquarian, poel, andseDtunenlalrolupliiary. 
wbo makes the remark. But it is a remark wliiob has 
made that impreinDn on olben, which geoiui n able 
to give alike to the best and the worst of crilidiiua ;' 
it hai found an echo in more than one respeclabli: 
review of lilerature, and il i^ auielj because of a moi<r 
general prejudice, thus pruriently originating, thai: in 
icicclilig the biography of Alciaudcr MontgoTiiery 
w my triaJ-lbeme, I tnve been aniiooi to raise il 
above contempt, by shewing, at once, that the sub- 
ject mu not " beneath" it. 

Of Honlgomety, the biographical paiticQian are 
eitiemely scan^. Hiain&ncy and yoalh an alike 
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cdTcloped in obscurilj. Fnnn Iib poem 
'■ Tbc Nivigition," be *ppnrs to b«>e bet 
tiiti enndion, bul boni in Gernaii;. It 
to hiivoiii, he is called ■' C^tsn Aleiui 
gnmety ;" but fram the woib tbenudTcs, 
Id h»e owed more to hii pen tfaui to hb 91 
Hauiiibed in the leign of Juneii VL, tad 
pcziuim Irota that monuch, with whom hj 
dentlj, at one Hme,  great (■niiite. I 
" Reulii ud Cautelis to be Dbserrit and t 
ScDtdi Poeiie," his enidile nwjeitj Itla 
■inplei of lAf mournriil, the i mact iw or 
uid Ibe insular, it^r^ "^ veree from tbc 
Montgomery ; lod Montgcoeiy, in letn 
judgment diiplajed in this selectioa, hu 
uoe of die aoiuieii cunnnendalorj, whkli, 
aid faihion, are prchxcd lo the wmk, anc 
happii; for Montgomer;'] icpntatioD, in so 
a {nich, Itutt it could dcceire no one into 
hia nnceiitir, eicept (be concrited uraieigi 
who fall bad the i 



Soniul to Hit AL^'cttiTk 

Can golden Titan, ihjning bright atmonic 
For Jigbt of torcbis cast ane greater scbaw 
Can thunder reard the beichci for a home f 
Ciak cannoni louder, tbongh ane eok thooJ 
Can onr weak breath help Boreas fia to bli 
Can candlU low give fyic a greater hclt i 
Can whjtett swms mure nbjter nuk the s 
Cnn virgia'i lean augment Ibe winter's wci 
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Hrip9 piping Pan, Apollo'i mane swelt^ 
CvB fcniDtBuu shibU iLe ocean sea cnereaae ? 
Ho, Ifaej mugment the gieiter nocht a qnheit : 
Bni thcj IhmiKlres appeal to grow the lessp. 
So, BoTthy prince ! Ihj narkssall mak IheeLnann, 
Oorbdpt, not thyne : netlejnae but ouiawin. 

In Sbbald'i Diionicte, thEic is anolfaa sonnet, b; 
HonlgoiDeTf, to King James, the BsOtiy of which 
15 (|u<e aa g'osB ; hot it possesses poetry enough to 
compensate, in some degree, (uithe nonsense nt both. 

Stcmd Sonntl to Bii Mo/eHie. 

As bn^ Apollo itainelh ecerf iMr 

Wld) goldin njit, when he begins to ri>e, 

Qabaii gltnioni glance ;ei slonllie ikaUIes Hie skji'^, 

Qoben, witfa a wink, ne noodet quhair Ihej war. 

Before his fix for feic, tliej faid to (ar, 

Aad ranisbei awej in lucfa a wajrii, ^ 

ThMt ID dieir sphehis Ihej dar not inteiprjie 

Fo( to appeii Ijk planelts as the; ar ; 

Or aa the Pbiemi, wilb her fedrum fair,* 

EtcebatlfoaLbindlTi^rsc hi-arinlj hues, 

Ai onlj* bot companion, or compaii. 

So, qnmteaaence of kinp ! qnbeu thoB compyle. 

T)ioast>inism} venes with th; ilutlie style. 




92 LIVES OF EMINENT SCOTSMEN. 

has selected from Montgomerj, is a stania m Eeh§, 
of rather ordinary merit 

To thee, Echo, and tlion to me agane. 
In the desert, auiang the woods and wella, 
Quhair destinio has bound the to remane 
Bot corapanie, within the firths and fells. 
Let us complaiui with wofull soutts and aeUi» 
A shaft, a shotter, tliat our harts het slane : 
To thee. Echo, and thou to me againe. 

In his selection of the specimen of the " flyting^ 
style. King James is not much happier. It it ex- 
tracted from " The Fly ting of Polwart and Mont- 
gomery," which is written after the manner of ths 
*' Flyting of Dunbar and Kennedie-;" and not only 
surpasses tliat, but perliaps every poem in tiie li^ 
guagc, as a collection of foul and abniire epithets. 
The supposed wit of these verbal jousts formed part 
of the false taste of the age ; and seldom ccnuisted 
in any thing more than having the wont and the lut 
word to say. Dunbar thus ends twen^-five stantts 
of railing at Kennedy : 

Ilerctyck, hinatick, purspyck, carlines pet. 
Rotten crok, dirten dok ; Cry eo€k! or 1 sail qneli 
thee. 

But Kennedy, instead of yieldbg to thu fieiOB 
challenge, contrives, with a little unfair help, to be 
sure, from tlie Latin, to retort, by a piece of the Ukie 
verbal nick-naming, twelve stansas longer than that 
of his antagonist The following is Kennedy's 
elusion ; spite and language could not do more* 
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ilie^t,tUiA&, conrickit, (unip luilar-di-m ; 
, shutut, blamit, primui Pnganmum ; 
lut, I Khout upon that saaut, tljat sncvila, 
^Uct, reWIIer, indwellerwith thedavils [ 
ink, wilh slink ad rartoru (emBgrnwn. 

Ibeae ctumpioiu iiad eibaaslcd Iheli atrengtii, 
lid tiave been nolbing new lu iay in (be va; 
ling," bud nol tbe lapse of tiaJf a cenlut; 

Q>c grculei numbei of epittiets cEiat Munt- 

hu an; advantage over bis precunon, or 
iTOducCioa dcKrvti notice aa e. curiouB speci- 

tbe piogress of language. Tbc example 
jng James lias idected from iLhu, singululy 

nothing of " fljling" in it ; it ii a dcacrip- 
1 niDOnligbt-gatbering of wilctieB, begmning : 

inder end of bacrcsl, npoa allhallaw's eve, 
our gnde neichbors rjdia (now gif I leid 
richl) 

ing inlU'tioupes fra tbe twylicbt, &c. 

pecimenwtui;b James gives from Montgomery 
liar vene, ia part of die same paisage m the 
and tbe Slae, wbieh has been before quoted 
g furnished the model of Kamsaj's descriptioa 
Senilis of Caledonia. In this illnitiatian, at 
i rojal critic was fortunate. 
Cherry and tbe Slae" is, of all Montgomery's 
.ons, that on wbieh his fame must rest It is 
orical poem, Intended to illuitiate this love- 
hat there is no object so mnch above OUi 
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rcHcli, bill may Iw attained by Hope and Couimgi 
quilled hy Kcn.soii, Wit, Experience, and SluU. Th 
only iinlf-triic thing which the critic, who calU th 
IKM'in " Iwlow contempt," has said of it is, that tJ; 
allfgory i» " win'-drawn." Tlie adfenture proceed. 
indeed, t«'(lioiisly, and tlie denouement is nnexpeci 
odly fc<-l)le. Tiio ciicrry drops into the lover's moat 
hrforr lie lias doiK* any thing but talli about the mod 
of L'cttiu)! at it. 'l*he injpeffoctions of the story an 
lumcver, coiii|M.*n«tatcd by many fine passages of sen 
tinicnt and imagery. Some favorable specimens han 
l»ccn already incidentally quoted ; but tliere arc other 
of a still lii^'hcr unler. In the following address fron 
Coil m go to ihe dc8|ionding lover, we have, in a lev 
Npiritcd lines, tlur wlioli; philosophy of fisnie. 

Qiiiia !i|M'idii, but hic as heich aspiris? 
Qiiha triiiinpliM nut, but sic as tryes 

To win n noble name ? 
Of ifclirinLing, qiiliat but schamc socccids ? 
Then <lo as thuu wald liaif tliy deids 

I n regisU'r of Fame : 
I put the ca-so ; thou nut prevaird ; 

SaiTtlioii with Honour die, 
Thy Lyfe, but nut thy Courage fail'd. 

Sail piN-tji |M'n of lliec : 
Thy name than, from fame than. 

Sail iie\er \h: cut uH'j 
Thy grave ay, sal half ay 
That honest epita]>li. 

Hope alxi throws in her incentives in a y^ry live 
inniiner. 
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AUaWi nun ! thj case, idbd, 

Tn ting'ring I iamenl ; 

Go to ngw and tlu now, 

That Courage be contml. 
Qabst pf Mclancholj cam in, 
And get 411E giip or Ihou begin, 

Tlaa is Ihy Isbouc lo!<l ; 
Tai be will hslJ ibec hard muf Tiisl, 
Till time, and place, and frait, be pail 

Aod tboa g^ve up Itie ghmt : 
Tbul lail be grav'd upon Ihe itane, 

Qutiilk on Ibj grave is laid, 
Bun tjmo ihair lived lic a ane. 

Bat bow stll il be said f 



Tint /nmi hiifnrtu-at fied. 

very Jiappilj 



Thej wald na weit their 

Bat lit if ODj fiscb le gat 

The; «>d be fain to eil. 



Ha! ha! quod Hope, and loodlie leach, 
Ze arc bgt a ptenliie at the pleugb, 
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Experience yc prieve ;• 
Suppose all byganes as le tpak, 
Zc are nac prophet worth a plak» 

Nor I bund to believe ; 
Zc suld not say, sir, till ye aee. 

But quhen yc see it, say. 

Experience retorts, on Hope» the innumeral 
stances in which she had only " flatteied to be 
but 

Quhen Hope was gall'd unto the quick* 
Quod Courage, kicking at the prick. 

We let K Weill to wit ; 
Mak he zou welcomcr than we, 
Tlien byganes, byganet, farewell het 

Except he scik us yet* 

Tlie contest is, at length, determined by an 
ment of all the powers, (Despair, who liangi h 
excepted,) to act in concert, under the general 
Wit, in obtaining for the languiahing swa 
** cherry" of his desire. Success crowna their < 
and Disappointment is the lot of the reader 
who finds one stanza sufficient for the acting oH 
eighty-seven stanxas have been occupied in c 
ing. The poem of the Cherry and the SIm 
altogether, however, be allowed to hold a hi^ 
spectable rank among the elder efforts of the S 
muse. It combines skilful versification, vlgoioi 
timent, and many pleasing touches of poetic fa 



• Prieve— try. 
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The only other work, by Monlgomprj, beriden 
:»£ which have hecn mentioned and some minor 
;ces, «fis entitled " The Mindo'a Melodie," but 
pies of it arc so scarce, that it is uncertain whetber 
y complete one ej[iBt«,* It cnnsiated of pamphra- 
I of the FsBlm;. Kamsny, inhiii Evergreen, has 
'en two of them ; but the; are of no particular 
?tit. 

Montgomcrj appear?, in his latter Jears, to have 
come the Tictim of tnisfottnnes. The penaion 
lich he enjoyed from tlie king was on some account 

othET withheld, and it is not ccitain thai il was 
=z restored. He be<^mf involved too in a law-iuit, 
d-waa, for some time, the U'nanl of a jail. One 

his stoall pietCT is entitled '■ The Poet's Com- 
ijnte against the Unkindness of his Companion} 
«n he was in Frisson." 

rhe close of his life is ioTolicd in the same oh- 
iii^ as its commencement. In 1597, he reriacd 

edition of his Cherrj and Slse, puhlished by Ro- 
rtWaldegiave ; sjid his death ia conjectured to have 
len place between Uiat period and 1615. 

W.M. 

* There is one copy id the possesdon of Mr. He- 
r, and unless il ii the same with that which mi in 
ssrs. Longman and Co.'s eicellent Collection of 
gluh Poetry, in 1815, there is another. The 
Jma translated are, 1, 4, 6, 15, 19, S3, 43, 
, 91, 101, 117, 185, and ISB. *• »• 
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WiLLiAv Alcuuder, ariciwudi Eu\ 
born aboul the jcu 1580. He wa 
of Aleiondn AJriuideT, proprieloi i 
AIcDiUic in Clukmunaiuhire. Fn 
lie it Mid to hivF been dUtiugaiibed 
una of hu pari* ; and, when bul b * 
wat lelecled, on acconnt of )u> accc 
accompanjV Ihr tfam Eari of Ar^le < 
ihc coDtiuenl. ai lotot, at rather c 
hiinlucn to Scotlaud, he lived, fori 
timi life, and lighed awaj hii tim 
lovc-Mnneti to  miitreu, who pnn 
and obduiatr. She was bis Ent lo' 
■ppein, Fidled Uie lender paiaion 
« hen he wai asyetbutinbtiGfleeoth, 
travel nor itddy had been able lo et 
■ion at her charmi froni hi> heart. 
bit luit with all the ardour of manli 
m of poelrj' ; but tboogh he acC 



wiidi of a 






the fair cnilaier ni* not to be mo 
however, to the credit of female wnii 
tlial from one of the ump which 
pU^B«ing ipeclruea of Iheie Ivrieal 

appear) lo lis'e botn leas of boldue 
ali!irrvMicei>, iliaii 1b usually luppox 
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" 1 raiot heart nerer won a fait ladj." 

O wDnJd tu God a way wvrc fauad, 

That b; mme secret bvmpalliie nnki 

Mj faire inj faneie's depU) might iuon 

And know my btate as clearly jis hei 

Then bipsi, most blesi, were I, 

No doabt beneath the akic 

I were the happiest wighl : 
For if my scale they knew. 
It luthleae rockes xonld me, 
And mend me if Ibey might. 

Bnt as the babe befoic the wand, 
Whose faulllesse pari bis parents Mill n 

Foi rery feate doth liEinbling stand, 
And qnakea to speake, although hia cs 



Yet minding to lay much, 
Thatitiing I never loucb. 
But stand dismaid and pale. 

Tbe deepest riven make leail din, 
Tbe ailent sonle doth most alxnind in cue ; 

Then might my breal be tead within, 

A ttioiuand volumes would l>e written tfaert. 

Might silence shew my mind, 

Sighes tell how I were pin'd, 

Oi lockes my woes relate : 

Then any pregnant wit. 
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That well rcmaiked it. 
Would soon diacem my state. 

No favour yet my fair affoords, 
But looking haughtie, though with hnmble eyn, 

Dutli quite confound my staggenng wordt ; 
And as not spying that tiling which she spies, 
A mirror makes of me, 
Wlicrc she herselfe may see : 

And what she brings to pesse, 
1 trembling too for feare. 
Move neither eye nor care» 
As if I were her glasse. 

Whilst in this manner I rcmaine, 
Like to Uic statue of some one that's dead, 

Strange tyrants in my bosom raigne, 
A field of fancies fights within my head : 
Yet if tlie tongue were true, 
We lK>ldly might pursue 
That Diamantine Iiart ; 
But when tliat it's restrun'd, 
As doomed to be disdained. 
My sighes show bow I smart. 

No wonder then, although I wrackc. 
By tlicm betray M in whom I did confide. 

Since tongue, heart, eyes, and all gave IhicI 
She justly may my childishnessc deride. 
Yet that which I conceale 
May serve for to rcvealo 
My fervcncie in love. 
My passions were too great 
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For words t' expresse my state, 
As to my paines I prove. 

Oft those that do deserve disdaine, 
For forging fancies get the best reward ; 

Where I, who feele what they do faioe. 
For too much love am had in no regard. 
Behold my proofe, we see 
The gallant living free. 

His fancies doth extend ; 
Where he that is orecome, 
Rein'd with respects stands dambe. 
Still fearing to offend. 

My bashfulnesse when she beholds. 
Or rather ray affection out of bounds, 
Although my face, my state unfolds, 
And in my hue discovers hidden wounds : 
Yet jeasting at ray wo, 
She doubts if it be so, 

As she could not conceive it. 
This grieves rae most of all. 
She triumphs in my fall. 
Not seeraing to perceive it. 

Then since in vaine I plaints impart 
To scomfull eares, in a contemned scroule ; 

And since my toung betrayes my hart, 
And cannot tell the anguish of my soule ; 
Hencefoorth I'll hide my losses. 
And not recompt the crosses 

That do my joyes orethrow : 
At least, to sensclesse things, 

K 3 
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Mounts, vales, woods, iloiidf, and spriagi, 
I shall them onely ihoir. 

Ah ! unaffected lines, 

Trae models of mj heart, 
The worid may see, that in yoo ihiaes 

The power of passion more than ait. 

Tlie ohject of Alexander's passion, at lait, gan 
her hand to another ; and as the poet hinMclf poeti- 
cally toils U9, '* the lady, so unrelenting to him, 
matclied her morning to one in the evening of his 
age." Alexander sustained h'ls djsappointnifnt with 
i;n>at philusuphy ; he neither drowned himsdf nor 
burnt his sonnets ; but, reserving tiie latter for fatnre 
use, bccnme again a wooer. In hit next attadunent, 
he was more fortunate, and, after a biief coartabip, 
obtaimHl in mairiage the hand of Janet, the danghter 
and heiress of Sir William Erskine. 

Shortly after his marriage, he became a ftcqaent 
attendant at the court of James VI., where his ac- 
complishments, and especially has poetical talenta, 
spit'dily raised him into a high degree of Ikvonr with 
his sovereign. James loved flattery, and wmi mr* 
ruundrd by poetical flatterers; bat Alexander did 
nut make his court by adding to their number. The 
themes to which he chose to string his lyie wcro lacfa 
as are rarely heard in courts; not the grandenrbot the 
vanity of ambidon ; not the pleasmes of wealth, hat 
the sweets of virtue ; not the pride of conqneit, but 
the glory of making nations and individuida happy. 
It does credit to the good sense of Jamei, that amidst 
the clouds of incense in wliich he was cmstantly en- 
veloped, ho could discern any merit in truths so 
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lUe, jrt lowlj and muiblfading. u Ihcfc. Uh 
stj cfaancMiMil Alciunki well, bj oiling irim 
fAUmyikml puet." 

« fintvorfc nhich be pnUehird vu  mgedj, 
i •• Dniiu," {iriotnl it Cdinburgb la ItiOS. Il 
dnfinted in  luclical cp'slic lo the king, ud 
Klcd b; no «mi|iiiiuenluj sjnncli fnim two 
ida^ of whom He bow know little. J-An 
nj and Waller Qnin : it wts d» (econnnmilnl 
efbllmiag iugnuoiu anapBrniniadiflcienl Latin. 

Ijusdfiu in niHiHu Autliaiis 



remtticoii. 
B tibi Aet Genioa. M-OS*. In^iumqiK. Pivsis 

Floribni e tnia Attica tnetli [rpa ; 
LiBocs KBLLE EICKD*. mellit atqiw tsmle 



a Ibe ■onsuun (^ Junes to Ibe Ed|^ tbrrae, 
■■del fbllowed the court lo London, and thoe, 
KM. be pabSibed  tjouto Tolaiiie of poems. It 
■iacd, — !• Oaiiiu, {ainted at Ediabn^ the jeu 
B[ S> Aaotber Ingid;, called Ctoau; 3> Sone 
a, caagntBlaling Hit Hajes^ tm hU uiinl in 
■■d i ^ Tbe " Aunxa," oi " iot bneict of U« 
b," dedicated to " dke Rigbt UowmUe awl 
mat I^je, tbe Lady Agnes Donglas, CoantEai 
fgjie," incloding one hoadied vid two loanels, 
a ioogs, beudei Kreial elegies and nudrigals ; 
5. A " Paisflfsi-. tu the Prince," in which he 
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gives some excellent initructiont for the cdncation ol 
a prince ; pdints out the uie of Uutory, wad ihewi 
how the lives of great men are to be rud widi moi) 
advantage. The prince for whom the last piece wh 
designed was IVince Henryp lo cclebnted far hii 
early promise of talents, and then heir appuent to 
the throne ; but, in consequence of the death of thai 
interesting youtli, in 161S, \ho woik came afterwardi 
to be applied to Prince Chariet» (aftvwarda Chaiki 
I.) and in a folio edition of ldS7, we aooovdinglj 
find it dedicated to tliat Prince. 

In UinyTt Alexander reprinted the Darius and Gia- 
viis, with tlie addition of two new tcagediei, one caQed 
** The Alexandnean Tragedy/' and the otiwr " Jnliu 
CfpnhT ;" the wholo forming what have been since 
cat led " Tlio Monarchic Traces" of the author. Ii 
this publication he styles himself '* William Alexander, 
gentleman of the Prinet't Prwy Chamber" which is lb 
first notice we have of his being promoted at cowt 
He dedicated this collection to the king in a poem o 
thirteen stanxas ; and also prefixed a copy of verNi 
by Sir Hubert Ayton, which declared that his m^jest^ 
himself had graced the author's labours with liJs illos 
trious name, ** so that patron, subject, style, and all 
made hiai the Monarchick Tragedian of the Island." 

On the lamented deatli of Prince Heniy in 16lfi 
Alexander wrote an Klegy on his death, whldi ianot 
however, to be found in any of the collectiona of hi 
works.* 

* There is a copy of this Elegy in the Univenit 
JJbrary of Edinburgh, which b supposed to be tb 
only one extant. a. s. 
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In 161S, be poblialKd a fumpleliaB to IhE Iliinl 
»it or Sir Phili|i Sidney'! cdcbnted Aicutia, wlilch 
uj be fDond ia the geDoine fouilb nlilian of that 
>ork, « »e!l as in the iBbseqDeDl oditioD!. wilh tli<' 
nii:^ W. A. 

Ip Jaljoftfaesamejear, Alexander msappoiDltil 
me at the e^lkmen Qihen of Ilie pieMiice la Prince 

The occupalioDs of a coiirtdLdncilf bDwever, repr«.( 
Ibc aidoot of hi.v muw. la 1614, he piodnccd atacied 
poent, oifilled '  DoocuMday ; or, The Great Day of 
Ihe Lord's JudgiDmt." It isdirided into twel» pan§ 
nboun.aithe author callitheni, each bout conUinuig 
npiiards of a hundred slanxas. PreGied nece some 
enlarjr tenet by the celebraled Drannnond of 



More worthy thine lo blaie abonl the Pole.'" 

Shonlj aflei the publication of thit work, the kiii^ 
il^ioiDled him Ma£tei of the Requesia, and confetred 
■pan him tbe honaui af knighlhood. From Ibii dalr; 
we ioie sight o( Aleiander as a poet ; but find bini 
Tcijbu^y imgagcdiB asuccesiiion of woridly ptojecl; 
and employ meuU. Although non only in his tbirly- 
foarlb yeai, il does not appear thai belweeD Ibal oml 
the end of a prelly long life, he made any addiliun u> 
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Iiis poetical productions beyond the fint book of an 
intended hcrcic poem, to be called *' Jonathan," irbich 
he added to an edition of his works printed in ld37. 

llie object which fint drew aside hu attention from 
tlie muses, was a project for the settlement of a ooloaj 
in Nova Scotia. lie proposed to embaik his own 
fortune in the speculation, and was joined hj a 
number of other adventurers, who were willing, oe 
the same terms, to seek this way to aggtandiaement 
The king favoured the design, and by royal deed of 
the 21st of September, 1621, gave Sir William agraat 
of Nova Scotia, to be api>ort)oned at his own discre- 
tion, and for his own profit, among his follower!. In 
consequence, however, of the factions broils wUch 
began to disturb the latter years of James's rrign, the 
execution of the design stood oyer tiU the soeoeeding 
reign. 

Immediately on the accession of Charles I,, St 
William published a pamphlet under the title of 
*' Encouragement to Colonies ;" the object of which 
was to state the progress which had been made in the 
scheme of colonizing Nova Scotia, to point out dw 
advantages which would accrue from it to tiie naticOa 
and to invite new adventurers. Charles, who had in- 
herited from his father the most favorable dispositions 
towards the scheme and its projector, was powerfdlly 
confirmed in tlieni by the arguments of this tracL To 
promote its success, he not only made Sir William his 
Ueu tenant of Nova Scotia, with the power of coining 
small copper money, but founded an order of kmi^ts 
baronets, of Nova Scotia, which was to be confened 
on any number of individuals, not exceeding one 
hundred and fifty, who would embark with sufficient 
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in tlie Ktllemrnt of a specified [lorlian of )lie 
oUmj. The order wm besides endowed with 

eittaotdinarj priviicgei ; Uiu title wga lo be 
U^ ; the knights w«e to lik( precedence of ill 
ti, called (guild nuruli, alt leasci banmi, called 

and ail other gentlemen eicepl Sir William 
odcr, hii Majeatj's Lieutenant of Not! Scotia ; 
rere alio Id hate place in all bli MajeMj's and 
Eceuon' annies Dear the lujal staiidaid fat iti 
X, and lo enJDj atker honorable distinctions <if 
ad pKcedency for themsel'es, tJieir nives. and 

□ay at first be thought singular, that sucli an ac- 
BlioD of honouts and privileges should have 
deemed ueeessarj to attract adventurers to on 
taking in itself aufficientlj promi^g ; bnl 
? nill eeasB when it is recollected how cheap, 
almoit conTeraptible. the order of kniglithood 
Mxn rendered by the disgtacefoi profusion in 
I it had been conlencd during the pieceduig 

" At this time," sajs Osbom, in his TVodi- 
l^bmoyret of tha nign ofKingJama^ 1658, "tlie 
uof knigbthood.wliich antiquil; reserved sacred . 
B ehepejl and readiest jewel to present virtue 
•MS pramtscuonsly laid on any head luadealdle, 
mi but a tnurt frimd and moneji to purchase the 
r of the meanest, able lo bring liim into an onl- 
loome wben the king, the fountaine o( honobr, 
dovinP, and was nninlerrupted bj ether businessc. 
lich case it was then usual for him to grant a com- 
m for llie Chaniberlaine, or some other loni, to 

But eiperiencc sai>n informed him that this 



DIIKENT I 



1. in«l 



lu grctt prulit, arcing Uic jkoJa 
trauta tliil gtpeA iflnr K. Bj 
ICBiple lit liuiiiiu^ ccimnm tt 
iMMut were •dIFoicJ birulKifbrtl 
nr ice llaC tu firr itlur ID 
livuDda, of Nova Ikulk, It m 
■pi'cbl |irlrili^|[n, ihu tlw]' (h 
at nil LalRbli lulled (fuiMa <ii«v(l 
willuUndlBf;, lumcrrr, ■! 



lucci-i il. Ii hruiDF >n objcc 
cmuidcrablr p«rtioD of tbe pat 
■tucked Uirougli tlic pwsi by I 
*tid Dtkct vrilcn. Ahci RUU15 I 
cur; it iulo cir«t, SlTWilliimi 1 
bopelru *i]venlnrc ; ' ' ' 



inofm 



y» 



undpr ihfi gnnl of Noii SeotU 1 
lliil Icrrihir; being ccdrd lo tin 
liclwrcn Chirlrs [• uid Liwn X 
TLn onl« of knigbM binnieti 
liTf Miterpriie gm»e binh, wu i 
CJidiD nflcrwvda hu honorable d1 
i'uBrett«l It Ibc king'i plmoTC 
liiiii ••( nambcci. In all tbe pi 
Atianiloninent of tlic tcliemc 
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igiiu) e«D>iileTUion9,for whicb the ordciiru insli- 
iCed, were of courK omltled. and the mim ordinarv 
jle of pieamUe subititutni in their place- 
Sir WiUiom, hinndf, faund iiDpk conipEuaaiianrcii 
iidksppouitment, in ihe iu>diniini>bed regard irhich 
ia urenigD conlinueil ta ftince touardi him. In 
SS6. Iiii naJFsi; Hppoiotcd htm to fill thif my im- 
anantHiwlionuf SrcreUFyofSlslefarScatluid; in 
630, be CTvaied tiiui  peei of thai kingdoni, by the 
IIb sf ViscouBi Canada, Lord Alcundei of Urn- 
He ; and in 1630, advanced him la the tiile of Eat] 

rStiiliDg. 

On his accpsiion to honours so rare in a poeCs 
iMoty, he via thui happily complimented bj a 
(Dtbn- poet, Ur. Arthur Johnston, in lii) Epigram- 



Tlie Earl continued in Itii' oflite of S^tieiaiyforlhe 
Dog period of fiAeen years. It was a period leodeied 
if pecoliai delkacy, by the struggle for pre-emiiience, 
fUcb i»9 Iben waged with no ordinary bittemesi be- 
veen episcopacy and presbytery ; but his lordship is 
Jk>«cd lohlTc acqailted himself with so mucb ability 
omI discretion, as to be respected if not esteemed by 
ill parties. From a jxietical authority we fanber 
lofii, that in the discharge of bis official dndes be wis 
■ingnlaily iadefaligable, and iu all his views of polby 
■etiuited by an earnest desire for the impioiement and 
irosperity of his native country. The tribute to these 
rirlues occurs ia the Portr^ of the same poet, whom 
re have Just quoted. Dr. Arthur Johnstoo. 



/ 
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Sepe tuoB poscit nox intempesia hboref, 

Ei dare tc somno publica cun Yetat. 
Ut Vetus fxercet, Nova sic te ScotUcmis 

Distrahit, ignoto que plaga lole tepet. 
Hec tibi servlt humus, te dignom, et princIpe numiif ; 

Teque pharctratus nuncupat Indos berum : 
Hanc opibns, populisque noTia, banc faiatnibaiiiiii» 

Accipit ct leges barbara tern tuas. 
Hie delubra Dcu lurgunt ct ciTibus urbei 

Hie marc navigUs, frugibus arva leplet. 
Hae tibi sunt artcs : urget nova con priona 

Semper, ct antiquam sollicitudo 



In 1637, Lord Stirling superintended  repibHei- 
tion of all his poetical works, the Anrorm excepted, 
and added the siKeimen of Jonathan, an epic paem, 
before alluded to, as being the only oiFspiiiig of hb 
muse, during the latter part of hia life. The wbok 
cuilcction was published under the title of " Recraa- 
Uons with the Muses, by William, Earl of Stiriing." 
Some copies of this edition, supposed to have beea 
(ircscnts to ])articular friends, were embellished with 
a portrait of tlic author, engraved by Manhal, in Ui 
best style ; but so rarely are any of these copies to be 
met with, that ihny command no iesa a price in the 
market tlian 50{. 

His lordship survived this publication only tfana 
years. He died on the 12th of February, 1640, la 
his siitieth year. He left by his lady two aona and 
two daughters ; but the title of £ari of Stirinig h« 
since become extinct 

The place which Stirling holds among the eUer 
poets of our country is one of very enviable emineiioe. 
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B vmAa, almg witli tbaae of his coutcmpoiuj 
■onuDaiid, die ail Itint Scotland hu (a suilsin ils 
alical repDtalJDD fur nearl; n ccnlucy, wbich 
ipscd between the lime of MDatgomety imd Ram- 
r> AfEei James had tiaiufened hia conrt lo Eng' 
d, and the Scottish taagae had ceased to he court 
^uagB, the lesniecl of Scotland, (DO disdainfuJ »f the 
fc of writing fat the mere people, would compose no 
ne in tlic luiguitge of the prople ; aud for a long 
d dreaij period we had, with the two splendid 
tqitiona of Stirling and Diumtnond, nothing of 
etrj to Iwul of but a mass of indifferent sentinient 
•till more indifferent Latin. Uiitrue, thatneittiei 
ifing noi Driimmond wrote in their ualive tongue, 
tthey wrote in what was 'so much akin to it, that 
ptjf Scotsman cuuld read, understand, and appre- 
Ife their compositlonB. I'he Daiius of Stirling, 
bed, according to the edition first publistied at 
Ihlniigb, was more Bcotlish than Gogliili ; and 
vu not till hia removal to England dial it was 
j^iped of its native dress, and picaentcd in tliat 
jiglicised fomi in which we meet with it in the later 

The title by which King Janies was pleased to dis- 
Ignish Stirling is ai eipresaive as Rny one that coold 
emplojad, of his quality tt a writer. He wu a 
phUoH^ihical poet" All bii vorki, with the ex- 
ptioa of his Anrora, were in hct Ueatigea of 
dkHOphy in verse ; diitinguiahed by TJgonr of 
ought, depth of feeling, and ficbueu of eipreuion, 
[t not verj remarkable for their share of fane; or 

fiia tragedies appear evidently to have been de- 
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sigiRHl only for the closet ; they neither present tny 
thing of stage effect, nor any effort to produce it 
Sentiment predominates over action too moch to 
allow them to po&sess much interest ; and yet tbejr 
arc far from being withoat it ; that of CroMos is evci 
aifecting. The most regular of the pieces* in teaptct 
to the unity of the plot, is Jalins GsBsar, but Btiriiig 
has fallen into the same error as Shakspeare, of not 
closing his piece witli the death of his hero. 

Chalmers, in his Apology for a celebrated einr» 
charges Shakspeare with some '* adoptions" fromStii^ 
ling ; but the adoptions seem limited to one passage 
in the Tempest, rendered memorable by the choice 
which has been made of it for a motto to Shakspeare's 
monument ; and the merit of first pointing out its 
resemblance to a parallel passage in Stirling is doe to 
Mr. Steevens. It is to be found in the play of Darius : 

Jjut greatnesse of her glassie scepters vaunt. 

Not sceptours, no, but reeds, soon bruised, soon broken: 

And let Uiis worldly pomp our wits enchant. 

All fades, and scarcely leaves behind a tokgiu 

The imitation turns chiefly on the two last lines, 
where it is evident cnouglu 

And like tliis insubstantial pageant, faded. 

Leave not a wreck behind. TSMrssT. 

A new edition of Stirling's woriis was begun to be 
edited in 17^0, by A. Johnston, but never com- 
pleted. The editor in his preface states, that be had 
siibniitt(>d the whole of tlicm to Mr. Addison for hii 
opinion of them, and that, that very competent judge 
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>1 plaued to »;, he bad resd ther 
re«t«t wtirfMlion. and fonnd reai 
inced that the beanties of ouraDcici 
en loo slightly pnssed ov« bj die 
who. Dot of a pec-jjiar singtUarilj, 
lina to find fauJt niUi, than endc; 


a over with Uic 
WD to l>e coo- 
rtEagluhpoet. 
modem Hiiteis, 
had rather take 


- 
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WILLIAM DRLIVQIOND. 



Fbox the Drummonds of Camock, aftenruds Earfs 
■od Dukes of Perth, were deicended the Dram- 
roonds of Hawtliornden, a branch rendered aa cele- 
brated bj one poet, as the other has been by many 
warriors and statesmen. William Dmmmond, the 
])oet, was son of Sir John Drummond, nsber and 
kniglit of the black rod to James VL, and was bom 
on the 13tli December, 1585. He was educated at 
Edinburgh, and being designed by his £adier for the 
legal ])rofi>ssion, was at the age of twenty-one sent to 
Bruges in France, to prosecute the stady of the mil 
law. Dry as the science of right and wrong is com- 
monly, though |)crhaps erroneously, reputed to be, it 
appears tu have been not without its charms to Drum- 
mond, who studied it with assiduity, and not only 
took copious notes of the lectures which be attended^ 
but wrote observations of his own upon them. When 
these manuscripts were afterwards communicated to 
President Lockiiart, he declared that they presented 
such proofs of judgement and proficiency, that if 
Mr. Drummond had followed the practice of the law, 
" he might have made the best figure of any lawyer 
of iiis time." After a residence abroad of neariy four 
vears, ho returned to Scotland in 1610. 

Shortly after Drummond*8 return his father died, 
and having thus come into possession of an inde- 
pendent inheritance, he abandoned the intention of 
practising the law, and resolved \o seek for hap|H- 
iie^n in a life of rural quiet and the cultiyation of 



PORTS, —WILLI AN nRUMHom. lis 
IB lilenture. It was  motulion taiihy of tbe 
cr of HiHllionidea, a spat ccjitG^crated by nalurc 

biaaUoa, nilliin a small space, of alJ the demenli 
Bbthae (crneiji it no wjicie to be ronnil, tban h 
MKd b; the banks of thl^ £sk, within an hour'a 
(.of Hawthamdeo. TJir mununring etreun, l^e 
Ir ddJ. Ihe diff loHcdng to tbe ddet, the wildly 
MmUing Haul, the desert pile cmmbling to dost; 
I an die objects wiiich, si evcrj step, niecl a wiii- 
[*» .iew. 

ow blesi vho, led bj Sotitode, repair 
I dcJli leinole, and breatlic a pttrer air ! 
^bo, In'd io oohy life's perplexing cbase, 
Ml from ill tumult in the Talc of peace I 

'b theirs to feel (wbal trcasnrcj ne'et impart) 
k' higennou* wish thai naiins Ibe feeling beut i 
llfiin, near some daiiEcning cliff, or haunted stream, 

I this delightful retreat Dmmmonil gave himself 
» tbe study of the poets of Greece and Home, of 
era Ilal j and France ; and io the formatioD upon 
I of an English style of his own. He eatlkit 
icatinn of Hoiks by Drumniond himself, of*bich 
: is any (race, is a volume of occasional poems, of 
lale of 1616, uben be was in his Ihirty-fiist year, 
Tolnme, havever, is staled m tbe tide to be tbe 
d edition. It is certain, therefore, that there 
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must have been a prerious edition, Uioii^ no oopf of 
it is known to be extant 

The next work compoied by DnumnoBd «m pnn 
duced after his recovery from a dangerou lUiieHk >Bi 
was entitled '< The Cypress GioTeb** It wm a pme 
rhapsody on the vanity of human life, and die M^nn 
necessity of preparing for a bettv. If tmAdon nay 
be credited, this work was composed in one of ttse 
ca\-cK in the lofty precipice on which the Hook of 
Hawthomdcn stands, and which ii, to this day, 
called " The Cypress Grove." 

Sublime of thought ; he from the aiiy bcmr 

£y'd the dim forms that veil'd the fields below. 

• ••••• 

All these he mark*d ; then mosmg on the tomb. 
That house of silence, sought th' Involving gloom.* 



Abont the same time, and in the sane fitame of 
mind, Dnimmond wrote, what he called, " Flowen 



* The caves, of which there are a number bendes 
that of the " Cypress Grove," are aitificiaUy hewn 
out of the rock. It is supposed that tiiey were 
originally intended as places of iffnge during the 
wars that long subsisted between the Scots and FSels. 
It was in these caverns that the fimious Sir Aifraadef 
Ramsay, one of the ancestors of the Dalhoosie 
family, and who performed many roemorahle exploits 
during the contest for the succesuon to the crown be- 
tween Bruce and Baliol, used to conceal himself. 
Here he was resorted to by the young warriors of lus 
day, who considered it as a necessary piece of null- 



POBT8,— WILL 
F.Zun; or. Spiritual Puema." Bath these wuiks 
■re prinled nt Edinburgh in 1623. 
) As jct, DiummoDil, ihuugb a puet and much of an 
^nusM, had ejcaped ujy visitation of the tender 
^ian ; but he was DOW la join (he niulCilnde of 
IKre and learaeil who have snKJIed iu triumphs. 
^ lady with whom he fell in love was of a respccl- 
bfe family of the Dume of Cnniiigham Hews f 
nftte ia his addresses y he ohtaUied he consent t 
hnc tuiion, and a day was liied for the c lebratio 
f Iheir Duptiala. 'llie change which th s attachment 
id giren to the current of h'lf thg ^hl s iJiii 
k^taotl J pouitrayed in one of bis ioDni.ls 

In happier times, was wont to llugl at iove , 
In diDse who suffered that blind boy t' abuie 

The noble gifts wece giv'n Ibem Ironi above. 
What metamorphoge itrange is lhi> I prora^ 

Myself. I scarce now find myself to b« ; 

And think no fable Circe's tyrannie. 
And alt the tales are told Bfclianged Jove. 
Virtue hath taught, with her philosophy, 

My mind unto a better course to move j 

Reason may chide her full, and oft reprove 
AfiecUon's pow'r ; but what is tliat to me. 
Who ever think, and. never thlnL on aught. 
But that bright cherubim which thralls my thought? 

uy educadon to have been of his band, and Ibence 
e sallied forth, as occasion presented itself, and al- 
ickcd the English, then in possession of Edinburgh. 
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Before the appointed naptial day, however, airived, 
the lady was sebed with a fe?cr, which pat a period 
to her life, and to all Drammond'a p r e i e at achemetof 
happiness. Oppressed widi grief on aooooMt of her 
loas, his usual haunts and studies had no longer any 
chaims for him, and to ease his ndnd he l ea o l ied to 
tniTel into foreign countries. He wanderad thioD^ 
all Germany, France, and Italy ; Tisited the Bwst 
celebrated universities ; courted the acqnabtanoe of 
the men most eminent for their talents or leamfaig; 
collected rare books in the different forrign and dad 
languages : and thus passed away seveial yean with 
much benefit both to his peace of mind and to his 
knowledge of polite literature* 

On returning to Scotland he made a present of a 
considerable part of the collection of books and BS8S.» 
which he liad made on his travels, lo the Unlverrity 
of Edinburgh ; and to a catalogue of them, printed in 
1627, he prefixed a Latin preface from his pen, on tlie 
advantage of public libraries, of which, at that period, 
there were but few in Scotland, and those few scanty 
in the extreme. Drummond's long absence ftom 
home liad probably caused the house of Hawthorn- 
den to foil into disrepair; for, either from thb or 
some other less obvious reason, he did not resnme Ids 
residence there, but went to live with a brodier-in-law. 
Sir John Scott of Scotstarvet While lesidmg with 
this gentleman, he wrote a ''History of tiie Five 
James's," Kings of Scotland, to whom, indeed, he had, 
through a remote ancestor, some affinity of kin. 
Annabella Drummond, the Queen of Robert IIL, vras 
a sister of a Sir John Drummond of Camock, and tlie 
motlier of James I. This relationship ought to have 
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b9M«f «BPt4aiHM to DnunMod'i fqwtadoii than 
il 1m.' T» AeptttiaHty of idatifct we mat iJwajs 
MMB iwliilyBr ; aad wbcA DraDUiMiid has 
^^^wn^J Kajiinurl for wnliBg vhil was in fact 
• mtj.ytAi Hularjt it ovght to bave been re- 
■flHkoMl tiiat tiie Mood of the Brammoncb had 

■"■iTr^ -^ ^'" "^'^ "^ — ^ 
He «PBHle wUdi were pawiag atoimd Dnunmond 

mt te ■Bi—f be was wktbig tfab Ustoiy, fonncd 
te fcert possible coumwt on its impafdality. Both 
Siotimlaad Kaghmd were d i stracted by letigious 
ani pottioal dilates ; diey were oa the eve of that 
flM war, whAch Ibimed the dosiBg seene of the dy- 
■aalf of die Stoarts. TAe BestomtloB was but an 
alte^pieeev wbich aoAeaed tiie tnuuitios IIrmb a night 
of bomm, to a day beaming with benigaity.* 

The image of Drummond's first love continued 
still the idol of his memory, bat happening accident- 
ally to ftdl into company with Elizabeth Logan, grand 
daa^ter of Sir Robert Logan of Restelrig, he was 
so strnck with a resemblance which she bore to the 
departed object of his affection, that be became 

* The perusal of the lives of James L and V. in 
this and tiie preceding part, will probably suggest 
some eiceptions to this view of the *' Histoiy of the 
Five James's." If it be true, on the one band, that 
foftonate periods often ^ve to inferior men a great 
renown, may it not be equally true, on the other, that 
▼ery superior men have suffered in renown from cir- 
cumstances which were not fsults in them, but of the 
age IB which they lived ? a. s. 



•;*<■• -.-.I I J oi'j if y.iC'-'fSorihtis instaumvit." 

W !-.! II ri-.iiili-s ti>iik till' tii'lii u^aiiioit ill 
|)r«iininiiiKl, ilf.Mi*:li ^tri*ni:lv ntlaolu'ii to 
- (lUM*, ilit) luit arm in its *>up|>ort, but couti 

sflf with iiilvo('iitini{ it h\ \\\» pon in a 
*" <K'(':i<>ioii:il proiliirtiims. The niosit incni 

! 1 1 ;r»f «••!'«» pirri' nil tlu' ovils of civil wi 

< Irnit'. A letter is oxtnnt from the I'olcbrattf 

f of Moiitiosi*. to ^>lioiii tlu' iViS. of thisi 

• iiciMi sultinittril, rri-ommomlin!: to Drui 

.| '. print it, a^ tin' best iiioiins of qiiioting the 

(iistractfil p-.-ople. The inanpus was ( 
I [ iu-tter soldier than critic, ami Druiuiuuu 

' ' r 

I I poet tlian controversialist. The revulutiu 

i ili> not nppear to Iiuvc coiu'ci\iHl any dcai 

n;:ainst him on accunnl of his writings, 

themselves with forcing him to furnisli the 
; a man to fi^iit against the cause which tl 

I niemlotl. \\\* k*ani this from M>nie lit 

own, in which there is, at U'ast, as mucii 

as wit. 



Fiom dirers pnrisiies, jetdiveis men 
But bI) in batfa and qaatlen ; greal king. Uien, 
In lnJfs and qoarter* if they come 'gBinst lliec. 
In halfs mc) qusrtcn leni) Ihcm back lu me. 

Whm the deatti uf Chailn I. caBSumoiBlcd tbi? 
iiiumpb of ihe rcTolnliooists, the gtief of Drum- 
iDond if sud To |j»ve licea so great as (o ihoMeii his 
Jajs. He had arrited, htntevcr, at an age which 
ieptiftt the mpposition of mnch of its probsbilitj. 
He died DO Ihe 4lh of December. 1613, in the Hily- 
Fburlb yeir of his age. His remains were inteircd 
in Ihe church of Lass"»de, near Hawlhomdm. He 
lefl two tons and a dRnghtei. 'William, the cidcit 
■OS, oaa knighted on the ii-Btomlion of Charles II. 

Of the pereouti) character uf Drummond, il is im- 
passible to express too much admiiation. Inacniible 
M the allurements of amhilion, temperate in his de- 
nrei, and elegant in hii habits, he lived from bis 
joalh in the calm eitjojment of the purest pleaanics 
of mind. Even when induced to talie a part in the 
unhappj broil! which agitated his coontiy, it nas 
with no view to any personal benefit or aggrandiie- 
loent ; but soiclj from a virtuous desire to see prc- 
serred and extended around him Ihe aame Inuqnility 
wbich, in his own small drcle, he 10 dearly prized. 
He inteimeddled not to enflame, hot to moderate ; 
not to assist the arm of violence, but to strengthen 
the srgnments for reconcilistion and peace. If he 
erred as a citizen, in his choice between the cause of 
the king and the cause of the people, it was an eiror 
of the bead and not of the heart ; for, Ibou^ at- 
tached by remote affinity to tlie Stuarts, his works 
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I>i>ar rvidcncr uf tuo strung a sense of honesty, to 
Hllf>w us tu impute to this conncctiun any thing more 
tlian a greater tendency than he might otbeiwlse 
have had, to be deceived into a good opinkm of 
tiiusc whom he wifhed to see in tlie right. It ii oet^ 
tain, tliat no solicitation for himself ever oocuned to 
taint the purity of his motives ; and highly fortniialey 
tliat no preferment or honour was ever thriut upoa 
him to make them suspected. It is on men of doubt- 
ful characters that titles and distinction! fall in timet 
of revolution ; they arc part of tlie devices of kbgi 
tu make busy men citlier useful or useless ; the in- 
flubitably honest and sincere alone escape them. 

Among tlie personal friends of Drummoodj the 
Earl of Stirling, a poet of more congenial taste flian 
puntuiUi, appears to have liekl the chief place. The 
earl was Secretary of State for Scotland during the 
greater part of tlieir intimacy ; a lact which shews 
still farther, that it was not from want of oppoftonity 
to bask in the suusliinc of a court, but from a choice 
tlic nM)Ht independent, that Drummond prefeired the 
piiilosopliical solitude of Hawthomdcn. 

Drummond maintained also a finendly comspon- 
dence with tlie English poets, Jonson and Dnyton, 
tlic former of whom, when upwards of fifty yeaia of 
age, walked all tlie way from liondon to Hawthorn* 
den, to ])ay him a visit. It seems, however, that a 
closer acquaintance had not enhanced the esteem of 
Drummond for " Ilarc Ben '" indeed, no two indi- 
viduals could have been more opposed In every poiat 
of character, genius alone excepted. In a sketch of 
Joii)ion*s character and habits, which Drummond 
left behind him, and which has been published sinoe 



lesth, lie uji. " He vu a great lovtt and prais« 
amaelt, a contemner and Konm- of dUims, given 
cc to loir I fiietid tbao a jeit ; jcslous of everj 
i and action of tliosr ahont him, ptpecUK; after 
k, ithicb 19 oae of tbe elements in whieh he 
I ;  disKJobler of Ihu parts Khich reign in him ; 
i^ger of some good that he Hanled, thinking no- 
g well done but what eithei be bimwlf or some 
.19 friends bare said or done- He ta pouionBtelv 
1 oi Bngry, c«ielea5 either to gain or keep ; vin- 
\n, but if he be weU answered at himself, in- 
reu beil nyings and dreda often to the ironl. 
■ai tot mj religion, as bemg rersed in both ; 
pened with fsne^, which hatb over-maiteied his 
m, a general dittauin nanu poetk" " In abort," 
lude» Ururatnond,  be «as, in liis personal 
BCler, the very reverse of Sbakipeare ; as lurlj, 
aUied, proud, and digagieeable, as Shakipoue, 

Ub times his merit, was gentle, good-natnRtl, 
, and amiaUe." Drnmmond haa been charged 

ilHbenllt; in this sketch ; and yet tbeie h 
let; a writer, who had anj penonai knowledge 
on>OD, who does not confirm it in eteij patticn- 

Howel, in one of his letters, ba* a pana^ 
■b Bay suffice to acquit Drummond of anj ainga- 
f in ilia opinions.  I was inrited yegtaday," 
■ja, " to > solemD supper by B. J. Tbem <nu 
I ^mpany, eicellent cheer, choice wiikes, and 
il welcome. One thing intervened, which almost 
led the reliahdf the rest, that K began to en- 

and by lilifjiog others to magtiify bia own 
e. T. Ca. buized me in the ear, that IhoDgh 



y" 
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lien liicl IwiTcled up a great deal of knor 
i[ frriua he had nol read the ethici, whici 
ulherprecepliof moialitj, foTtad letf comi 
ili.i:laring it to be an ill-favored sdIbcuo 

In the sketch of Joiuon, left by Dramn 
nic  number of partlcutan of hit life ani 
which Jonsnn had freely CDmmanicaled 
iomc of which, having an immediale n 
Scotland, are wortlij of our notice. 

'■ He WB9 accuied," ujra Dtununond 
Jainei Murray to the king, for writing 
against the Scoli, ia a ^ay called " Eutu 
and vulonUuily impriioped himself, with 
and Marston who bad written it, amongst 
it wu reported should have their ears and 
AfliT (heir delivery, he entertained alt h 
dicrc were present, Camden, Selden, aadi 
llic middle of the feast, his old mother dn 
and ihewcd him the paper which she desig 
sentence had put) to have iiiiied among 
and it was sUong and lusty poiioa ; aiid t 
she was no chuti, she told him, that she de 
lu hare drank it herself," 

Wliat is meant by his having " volnnia 
tuned hioiielf," il is diQicult to nnden' 
Ilirre auUion were committed la prison I 
Ihu court, and not released till after a g 
inlcrcessioii in llieir behalf. Sehlen and ( 
said (0 have been Ihe chief mcdialois oi 

UruiHJ 



T.' 



The boat qf ScdUbdcI,* Britun't other tje. 

It ia certain, that Joason, after his return to Eng- 
ud, did write a poem on the sobjoct of Ills poetic 
liJgrimage to Scotland, probably cither the " 
lay," or the " Discovery ;" but Ibb, with 
thvr produciioos, vas de^tro^ed by a fire, I 
y whicb Joiuon hai comnieinorated in a poe 
itted "An Eiecrstion upon Vulcan." 

That Drummand himielf was  poet of r 
ellesce, the reipect implied in the tiail of " Rare 
leo" i< of itself alnioat a sufficient proof. As Ibe 
ne was (be reformer of the stage — the father o 
tgular comedy— 40 the other, lliougb no native o 
England deservea to be regarded aa the reformer o 
ngliab venili cation, the father of English lyric poc- 
y. Denham and Waller, whom the English hafc 
eea accustomed to consider as the gicat refiners ol 
leit versification, did not flourish sooner than 1615 
id 1640, but Jonson had, u eariy aa 161( 
need bis Grat volume of poema, some of which may 
ie in richness of melody with any thing which either 
f these Engliah masters of vene have produced. 
loit certainly, there ia no English poem of as early 



* May we not here tivce the reading of the cele- 
rated autbm of the " Heart of HidlotfaiaB," or 
MiDty of Edinburgh ? a. s. 
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n tlati* extant, which, in respect of venification, ca: 
U*nr n coraiiarison with tlie " Team on the Detfh o 
Moolinilcs/' or Prince Henry, the son of Janm th 
Si \ til. (M(H'liadcit being an anagrammatic compouD 
uf MUet a Deo, the motto chosen by that prince, 
\»liich was prudiiced as early as 1618. Tlie senti 
nient» of tlii.i piece arc not greatly to be oommended 
truiii, which would have been the best panegyric o 
tlie amiable, accoiuplislied, and gallant Prince Henr} 
is di»li};ured by fiction and bombast ; as when th 
ptit't tells us, that 

Tfigus did court his love, with golden itrtami, 
Khine witli her towns, fair Seine with all she cimmt r 
liiit ah, poor lovers ! death did them betray. 
And uiisus]icctcd made tlieir hopes his prey. 

Dili the lines, in general, flow with an case an 
fullness previously unknown to English poetry ; aw 
the rhymes, witli a few exceptions, such as Uiat no 
tired above, display a knowledge of English accen 
tu;ition, highly cn>dital)le to one who was so much i 
.Htraiiger tf> England as Druinmond. How little doc 
the melody of the following lines savour of the agi 
of ]>oniie and Drayton ? 

The virgins to thy tomb will garlands bear 
Of flow'nt, and with each flowV let fall a tear: 
Moeliades, swei*t courtly nymphs deplore 
From Tliule to Hydasjies* pearly shore. 

Another instance of Drunimond*s early skill u 
versiiieation may be quoted, which liap)H*ns not ti 
have found its way into any of the editions of hi 



orki. It i>  Fomplimentu; ^onnel prefixed to 
The famoui Historic of Pcnanlci and Laisn, othei- 
ise called tlie Wane of Love and Ambiliai], done 
1 heiDick verse" by Patrick Gordon, and publislwd 
1 Dort in 161ii, a work nhicb is ulreniely and, ac- 
arding to Pinkerlon, " desenedlj" siarce. Drain- 
lond's prophecy *aa, that it would lice vthiljt tlie 
oiij Qaeen or Romeo and JuJiet Jived. Alai, for 
i«Ddahip ! Bui it maj hHTO been Drummond'i lot, 
s it tnuit hace often bwn tJiat of the authon of 
lose lecommendalory vetsa, whicb wcil- so fiisliion- 
ble in the Grit days of our [ilenitufc, lo pnuw bc- 



Tb lAs Aaihar. 
lomc forth, Laiasa ! spied thy lockes of gold, 
how thy cheekcs rose? in their tirgine piiiue! 
ynd though nogcmmes thecdecke, which Indies hold, 
field not unto the fairest of thy tyme. 

No cergse, brought farre, fane, beyond the seas, 
fo poisone.lyke cinabre paints thy face ; 
jCt them bftve that, whom native hues displease, 
'hoo giacest lukednesse ; itdoeth thee grace. 

Thy site no pjuk-purse ii of others wjtl, 
liosejewellis be bis own "bich thee adome ; 
bid though thou after greatter ones be home, 
liou niaysl be bold er'n midst [be first ta silt. 
'or whilst fair Juliel. or the Fane Queene, 
Joe live, with ■heir's thy beautie shall be aeeoe. 

JIf. WiUiam Dmnnimd. 

The "Forth Feasting,"  poem, written by Dram- 
lond in commemoration of the vuit of Jamei I. to 



y 



\Uv ruiiti iir.n.rary pools ol l-.ngianc. ana 
jt 1 1 ii;i- "t li.r iii''-t cloc-i"'* i»Anc»:vric 
lir- >»■. : : y .1 juM't !■■ a )ri';»e.'* 

Ill th.- '.iiiHH't* I.'" jM'M-tl by Dn;mn:oT 

iloath uf liis fiT«t j!ii''tro''>, bclwcrn lol:' 

* %««■ liiid a rmi^uii r.ibto iiuprovoment in h 

til III, ami iiipri' uf simple ami natiinl feel 

• * any i-l* his prici"«lini: productiunf. Wriiii 

lu'ari, he wri.ite tii tlu* heart. We have fi 
i>r t\irava>:ana-< : and raanv touches 
pathiK, in i:in::iiaco at nm-e elegant and 
The followim: niav be taken as an exaru 
the bi'Autie^i and faults of his manner at i 

Sonnet. 

'I. Of mnrtil cl'^rv. O Mum dark'ned riv ! 

O, >%in-:ed iovM'f man, more swift than 

O, fond de<ire4, whieli in our fancies ^ti 

' ' O. traitorou^ hope^i, which do our judgn 

» 

Lo ! in a flash that Hcht i^ gone away, 
, >Vhieh dazzle did earh eye. delight eac 

And witli that sun, from whence it cami 



•01 VBtae, get thee King; aixl muunt the jpbcri?!, 

«lh hatii thy leiuple raaed, Lnve's empire soil'J, 
le world of honour, worth, ami BWcctnes?. spoil'd '. 

c second quatrain nf this tonnEI ronlnini an 
e of the bighcsl order of fancy, tliough Ihc 
:luiig it pnivukingl}' spoiled bj a lame luiv which 
,t eatilj have been mendcd- 

Wfaich daulc did each eye. delight each uund." 

le '■ roar and groan" of " widowed muiic" an 
gn&tg\y iobunianioDi. BdI, nttflgelhel, the 
Bt is I fine specimen nf the tcrsificUtioQ and 
( of Drommond. 

otUy aflet the dale of these sonnets on the loii 
 miitress, a aational erent occurjed which leads 
new claim on Druroinond'a part, not hitbeilo 
e»ted, aj far as I am awaie, bj any biographer 
itic. Id the summer of 1653, Cliailea I. paid a 

al was welcomed bj a " mafjnificent ipectacle 
entertaiimieDt," as it was called, of wjiich a full 
sDl was published at (he time, and ia still eiUnt 
lUlbora for this piece have eret been named ; ei- 
. indeed, the members of tbe univernty of Edin- 
b at large, who are said to have clubbed their 
togelber on the occasion. Bui all that we are 
in the memben of the nniveraity did, was to 
' a volume of panegyrics, which Apollo, one of 
iclon in the spectacle, presented to his majesty. 
whole of the speclaelo Itself bears evidtnl maiki 



130 LIVES OF EMINENT SCOTSMEN. 

of haviug bt'cn tlu> invention of one mind ; and diat 
a mind of very superior and coltWated powen. The 
elegance of the designs, the characteristic propriety 
of the varioos coatames, the ringolar unity obMiud 
throughoat a great variety of action, and the poeti- 
cal, polished, and EnglUh style of the langnnge em- 
ployed in the addresses to his majeity. fimn altoge* 
ther such a combination of nrity and eacel l cnce, ai 
not more than two Scotsmen of tiiat age oooM hm 
produced; cither the Earl of Stirling or ¥^Iliain 
Drummond. So much we may Tentore to sty on 
the strength of the intrinsic evidence fimdibcd by 
the piece alone ; but there are many estemal dream- 
stances which heighten the certainty of Ala ooochi- 
sion. Stirling was secretary of state for Scotland ol 
tliis peridd, and, from his official ntootion, most have 
had a leading part in getting np this pageant hi ho- 
nour of his royal master; and Dnunmondy who hi 
his " Forth Feasting" had before employed Us 
poetical powers in welcoming tiie vetom of Jomei L 
to Scotland, must have been, of -all i>eiaont, the most 
likely to be invited to lend his co-opention In gli^ 
a proper welcome to hu soccessor, Chariea; coMJder- 
ing more especially the intimacy wlucfa snlMlsted be- 
tween the Secretary and Drummond, and the aeoloos 
attachment which they continued, in commcBi, ta 
entertain for the Stuart family. Can any sappondooi 
indeed, be more unlikely, than that the two fiftlidSi 
the only poets of their country who conld write a 
couple of stanzas wortiiy of an English ear^ shooU 
have thought of leaving such a task to others, efca 
if theiu had been others vain enough to atbempi h? 
Between Stirling and Drummond then the ontfaonUp 
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• piaee wmj be decidedly comidered to lie ; b«t 
lOBiifaM to wbich of liim it belongs we arait 
li^ n littfe Mwae perticiihurlj, into lU dbanurtor- 
fntupoe. TbefoUoiv]iigsketchoftfais<'MAg^ 
Bptrtidff** is abridged from tbe complete eofiy» 
^vte pouted at Edinboigh in the saine jear in 
i it «■§ lepiesented. 

^ kfiig entered £dinbiii|^ firom tbe weitwaid, 
wtaa oi tike town, sefMresented by a nymph '^at- 
la a tea-g^eene velvet mantle, her sleeves and 
lobe of hlue tissue, with blue buskins on ber 
" hcm advanced from beneath a splendid tii* 
al aicb, and tfaos addressed hb mi^iesty • 



Iv nature could suffer rockes to move and 
on their natural places, this towne, founded on 
rength of rocks, had, with her castle, temples, 
ouses, moved towards you and besought you to 
wledge her yours, and her indwellers your most 
ionate subjects. And here, Sir, she offers by me 

altar of your glorie whole hecatombes of most 
r desires : presenting you. Sir, who art the strong 
f this little world of Great Britain, with these 
, which cast up the gates of her affection, and 
le you power to open all the springs of the 

of these her most loyal citixens. The old for* 
eir age, and looke fresh and young at tbe sight 

gracious a prince ; the young bear a part in 
Mrelcome, desiring many years of life that they 
serve you long. Daigne tlien. Sir, from the 
it of majestic, to looke downe on their lownesse 
nbracc it ; accept the homage of their humble 



LIVES OF EMINENT SCOTBME 
[It, Bccr|>t Ihrii giateful weaiv vblch 
' cirrit'd Ut the highcil destrti of yoos 
sIibJI ever lo jouc owne mad your i 
liit Ihuc tuck) ihail be aunbkdowed wi( 
ibilcd with mvn, and wbile men be emJ 
I counsel 01 courage, or enjajan; peeo 

liu' kev9 were then delivered lo liii id 



■rch of (till p 
1 Udy repres 



iccncc Ih4a tlie forr 
: following; vena, 
'iiiu) of CaledomB ; 



' ' 'I1u' licnv'na hive licard our inwei ; 
UbiHineit arc; nu Uiglirr now upiiei 
Our wiihing Uiuughtu, lince to hii nnti' 
llie llowct of priricei. Iionour of liU tin 



L*- 



After aomc liundrcd linca in llic >ud( 
fliliiteliun, Ihu Oeniui of Catodonia conclu 
burling Ibc people (o 

Praj Ihat tlioBc crowna his ancrslore did »< 
His ti:mple« long, (mote oriont) may bearc 
Tlint gold he reach, by jwcetnrsse of bis i' 
Tliat ev'n liis shadow may Ibc bad affray ; 
Thai heai'n on him, what he drsitcj, beito 
'i'liat aiill llic gloty of liii greatnesse grow ; 
'That your bc^un fcliciliea mity laatt 
'Ihat nu Orion do with stonncs them blast; 



TliBt victorj hit brave eiploita atlend, 
East, veal, at suuth, do his foTCPs bend ; 
Till lib great deeds, all former deeds Burnioiml, 
And quail Ihi; Nirabrol of the Hellespont, 
TliatMheii his «cll-spenl eiire, oil care btrealnies, 
He msj in peace sleep iii a shade of palrues ; 
And reariDg op fair tiopliees, that heav'n may 
Eitmd his life to worlds eitreinestdaj. 

FaitheC on, a third aich appeared, supposed liy 
Man OD the one aide and Mineiva on the other, and 
in the midat vias a representation of Meiciirj " wit!] 
bi) feathered hat and his caducens, with an hundred 
and seven Si:onish kings, wbicli he bad brought from 
iho Eljiian Fields;" the eldeit of whom, Fergus, 
addri'sseri diaries in a Latin speech full of good 
idTJces. 

On reaching the cross or centre of the dly, hia 
majesty found a mount raised in the midst of the 
atieet, representing Pamassiu with the stream of Heli- 

Apollo and the Nine Muses, surrounded by effigies 
of such Scotsmen as had rendered themselves emmcnl 
in poetry, Douglas, Lindsay, Sec. Apollo pronounced 
a panegyiic upon the king, and then pretented him 
with a vidume of eulogies composed by members of 
the imiveisity, after which the Musea anog a con- 
giatulalory song. 

At the east end of the city, aa the king passed ou t 
from it towards the Palace of Holyrood, a fourth arch 
■rose, vfbere persons representing the S«»en Planets, 
were discovered silting on a throne, " all clad in em- 
blematical dresses, itch in embnNdcry, elegant and 
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fanciful." ** At a cornef, from oat a vodaiit grove 
rame Endymioo. He was apparelled like a dtepbeni, 
in a long coat of crimsfMi Tclvet coming over hb 
knee ; he had a wreath of flowen upon hb head ; hb 
liairc was curled and long ; in his hand he hue • abeep- 
hooke ; on hia legs were boskines of gUt kntba.** 
Addressing liis majesty , he thus commcaced ; 

Roiis'd from the Latmian cave, where many yens 
Tliat empress of the lowest of the spheres, 
Wiio chceres the night, and kept me hid apart 
From mortal wights, to ease her love-sick henit^ 
As young as when she did me first endoae. 
As fresh in bvauty as the Maying rose, 
Endymion : tliat whilome kept my flocks 
l'|Nm Iona*s flow*ry hills and rockes ; 
And warbling sweet lays to my Cynthbt*s 
Outsang the swanncts of Mesnder's streams. 

Endymion proceeds to say that he had been des- 
patched by Cynthia to assist in this trimnphal 
where all Uie planets are assembled 

To tell by me, their herald, commg thmgs. 
And what each Fate to her steme distafie ibigB : 
For what is firm decreed in heaven above. 
In vain on earth strive mortab lo impravc. 

The planets then proceed by rotation m the 
kind of \-erso, and at considerable length to angor to 
his majesty every happiness their benign inllnennf 
can impart, the harden of theb addresses always 
being 

'* Thas hcav'ns ordaine, so do decree the lates." 
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Endjiidaii then, rejoitiing, directs these lines to 

And, people, tet it not Ixr bid Ctom yaa. 
What mountaiDGs nojse, and floods proclaim ss ti 
Whenecer laoie abioad his praise shali sing, 
Alt sbBll observe, and serve this blessed king. 



Tlie whole spectacle cooclndeil « 


.b»nEpaog«e 


in »hieh lie author duly apologize 


foe Ihe bumble 


cO'atU of his muse, which 





It wilt be perceived fconi this sketch of the specla- 
cle, that wlule, indeed, skilfully designed Rod highly 
poetioal, it was distinguished b; the predominance of 
pDia fimcy to .the eiduiion of every thing like sobf r 
leality. Nothing, indeed, bnti strong dash of extra- ' 
vagance could have borne such a representation suc- 
cessfully through; it was of (he nature of pantomime, 
wliere absurdity is only saved from producing disgust 
by the splendour with which il is dressed, ot the inge- 
nuity to which i( is subservient. All the Gods mid 
all llie Planets could not be brought down for tlie 
sake of any mere mortal bo.ing; the man had lo be 

Fancy, with her ma^ wand, had to tranafonn a 
Charin the Rnt into a patriot king. From Uiese 
atnnig features in the chanctcr of (he piece it may be 
«t WOOttiely pronoimced not to have proceeded from 
tbe pen of Lord Stirling. It wai contniy to the 
■furit of all be bad ever written to Batter and eitot Ihe 
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characters of princes ; contrary, befides»- to the style 
of his poetry to indulge in elevated or long contfauied 
flights of fancy. His *' Monarchic Trage^ety" so 
fraught with lessons of humility to royalty, fbiliid ns 
to imagine that he could ever have so violated the 
consistency of his reputation, as to write a pieoey die 
sole merit of which consists in the elegance widi which 
it pictures a prince to be something more tliaii mortal. 
But the very same reasons which shew Lnd Stir- 
ling not to have been the author of the ffpectack, 
serve to fix it on Drummond. It was quite after tiie 
manner of his good naturcd and loyal muse to indnlge 
in extravagance of adulation where royalty was the 
idni ; and at all times he was fonder of the nffaa of 
faery than of dull reality. In his "Tean** for Knee 
Ilonry, and his " Forth Feasting,** for gladness of 
James the First's return, he had in fact poshed pane- 
gyric to such a pitch, as to leave his sincerity no sacri- 
fices to make ; by adding the spectacle in honor of 
Charles I. he only completed his series of compli- 
mentary tributes to the House of Stuart 
As a poetical production this spectacle will donoinjory 
to tlic fame of Drummond. The versification 
an ease which no Scotsman, indeed, of that 
but himself could have exhibited ; for Sti^mg, tboo^ 
his e({ual in many things, was inferior to him in tins. 
Tlie flow of some of the passages — as for example, the 
beginning of Endymion's address, quoted in the pte* 
ceding abstract, is most skilfully hannonioos. 

Mr. Jackson, who was for many years manager of 
tlie Edinburgh Theatre, and a manager of mora than 
ordinary' taste in dramatic representation, though so 
hi;;hly of this Spectacle, from the printed account of 
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it wti th faB Older his notice, lliat he expressed him- 
tetf «eertnB,tiMttfTe-exlubited it would attract at- 
teatioB aad admintdon even In tilis move lefined age." 

Tfce oBity other poetical production bj Bmmmoiid 
liiilcb dewiands oor partjenlar notice. Is oneofavery 
viqne dwneter, ^titled *« Folenio Middfada ;'' or, 
HiB^attleof the DuBghilL It is a macaiwdc poem, 
and fte ftrst of the khid produced hy a native of 
Oieat Britain. What we hare of ft, however, appears 
ta lie mdj the fragment of a biger woik vdiich the 
witAat lad written for the. amosement of his friends, 
and was not very desirons to prese r ve* It presents 
XHnnnaond in a Tery new li^t; the pensive son- 
neteer transformed into the broad hmnomist ; the im- 
piover of one langaage become die confoonder of 
many tongaes. It is a spedes of composition which 
Drommond's extensive knowledge of languages pro- 
bably made easy to him ; but in which it is easier to 
write amusing nonsense than to write what is worth 
remembering. A copy of this poem was published by 
the English Bishop Gibson, when a young man, at 
Oxford, in 1691, with Latin notes ; but from the 
editor's ignorance of the Scotch language, the text is 
in the Scotch parts of it very incorrect. It has been 
mice printed in a more genuine form by Messrs. 
Foulb of Glasgow. 

The character of Drummond's prose style is de- 
scribed by Lord Woodhouselee in a maimer which 
leaves nothing to be added, and precludes any thiug 
better from being offered. " In prose writing," says 
hb lordship, " the merits of Drummond are as unequal 
as they are in poetry. When an imitator he is harsh, 
turgid, affected, and unnatural ; as in his hbtory uf 

v3 
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tliu Five James's, which, though jodicioiu in die ar- 
nuigenirnt of the matter, and aboonding in esceUent 
political and moral sentiments, is baibaioiu and im- 
couth in its style, from an affectatum of imitatiog 
partly tlic manner of lArj and partly that of Tadtas. 
Thus there is a perpetual departure firom the ordinaiy 
construction, and frequently a violation of tlie I^igUsh 
idiom. In others of his prose compoaitions where be 
f(}llowed his own taste, as in the Irene and CypreH 
(irove, and particularly the former, there is a remaifc- 
ablc purity and ease of expression, and offeen a "waj 
liiuh tone of eloquence.** 

H.D. 



.MES TBOHSON. 



JAMES THOMSON. 



I TN*i pariib of Ednam, in Itoiburghahire, has Ihe 
or of having given birth to the poet of the Si^a- 
~ lis the ion of the Rev. Thomaa Thaniion, 
that patiab, and <vb> bom on Iha lllli of 
Sept<^mbcr, ITOO. Hia mother's nauie was Bentrix 
~ ' ca-heiceSB of a small caUlp, called Wid- 

Dg James ia said to hare vei; soon ^iven 
iBiks of eitraoidioary genius ; and itia ceTtUD, that 
"incj, lie nltrected mote of the notice of 
the friends and visitors of liis father, than ii usual 
with Ikj'S at BO earl; an age. Among these, Mr. 
lUccarlon, a npigbbouring clergyman, a man ofpcnv- 
tralioii, and somenbat of a poet, took paiticular in- 
terest in his welfare ; and contributed greatl;, bath 
by his lesBons and bis benefactions of books, to ci- 
pand those (eedi of genius vfaich he thoDgbt he 
diacetned in the mind of bit young favorite. After 
the usual course of school education at tbe neigh- 
bonring school of Jedburgh, Tbomson vai sent to 
Edinburgh, with a view of being reared to hi( bthei's 

Tbomson iras even now a writer of veraes; bul 
according to tbe opinion of manj under whose ejes 
the; fell, of versei in which there was little poetry, 
and Utile promise of any. He half thought so him- 
self; and every new-year's day was wont to commit 
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fill the piccm wliich he had writtea, during the pR- 
ri'fling iwrlvc ninnllis, to the flamet, in dieir doe 
order, crowning the solemnity with a %opj of voieif 
in which were humorously recited the sevenl pmnds 
of (Iieir rcindrratiation. Hb chief cnc uu rn g cr vis 
still the worthy Mr. Riccarton, who urged tho yomg 
poet to go on writing and burning, in die couMwica 
that from the ashes of sterility rai^t yet qMteg • 
harrest uf rich rrgetation. He had alao tbe banor 
of lieing noticed and countenanoed in Ids pocH- 
c-al iMTsryvrance by Sir William Bcnnet, a gn- 
tlrnian of some eminence among tbe aaoatenr Btemd 
of thft early part of the eighteenth c en t u r y , wlw 
frequently invitiMi Thomson to paM lua periods of 
vacation Ht his country scat; a kindncH wldch Tlioa- 
soii always mniemiicred with peculiar pleabme. 

In till* Mccond year of his attendance at the nn(- 
Tersity, his father Hied. He left a numenmt fiioily, 
not well provided for, to the care of their mother ; 
hut with the aid of some money, raised on her patri- 
monial property, she was shortly afler enabled to 
remove with her childien to Edinburj^, wheiep bj 
her frugal niana|>emmt, she contrived to aniiport 
ihem in a respectable manner, while James, Iwr livo- 
rite son, pursued his studies at college. 

When he had completed the reqdrite piepnimtoiy 
course of humanity and philosophy, Thomion, agree- 
ably to his original destination to tlie church, entered 
Iiimsclf of the Divinity Hall. He had not, iKmerer, 
continued his attendance liere more than a year, 
when a circumstance occurred which, awalcenlng all 
his early pre]ws8CSsions, f;ave a complete change to 
his views in life. Mr. Hamilton, tbe professor of 
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(>bappeiicd lo prescribe, foi the subject of an 

ilm, ill nbich Ihe glory BDd pmei of 

i G<id «e ceUbraled. Of tills psnlm, Tliamson gace 

a paraphrase in a sljle *u eitrenicly poelijal, that 

tlic professor, while he piEiiMd it highly, iroi pleased 

Id icmul., that, if the eulhoi tbougbt uf being useful 

ministij, he mmt k«p a stricter Kin npan his 

laUon, and etpiess himself in language mciie 

lulled to ordinaij understandings. Tlioaison, not ill- 

' pleaaed lo he rcproied for an eicellence to which the 

□atanl bias of his mind had led him, and for wbich 

it bad been the eailiest objtcl of hia ambilioli to be 

' didiDguisbed, was ititred b; this admonilion to rc- 

'e BcriouslT than he lad yet don^ on bis 

quaBGcatioos for Ihe church ; and feeling, perhaps 

willingly, conscious, that Ail call wan nut (o the Hcr^d 

foDCtiua, be resolved, at orce, lo abandon it, and lo 

tiatm biimelf on tbe many other ehinces wbicb the 

wcirid affords to eirery new min of ordinary capacity, 

Ur iiae to fame and fortune. 

Wilb a pocket scantily supplied with money, hut 
amply BDed with cerliiicBles and letters of rcconi- 

(bat a day or twoaftcrhi^, anivEil bisbudget of ctcdi-n- 
tials "Sj 'lolon frum bini, as he was passing aloug the 
Alreet wilh the gaping cDrioaity of a new-com^' The 
beX nay have been lO, and the lou he auffiired not 
■ntj great. He ^peara, whh oi nilhnat them, to 
hare fi>and hii way to Mi. Mallet, bj whom be was 
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iatrodoced to the toni of the Duke of 
Mr. Forbes, aftenvardt L4Md Pnaideii< 
of Seiwion ; to Mr. Aikoum, the pehtci 
Mr. Aiknian, after a ihoft time, to tli 
in point of inflnenoe, at that time, I 
Robert Walpole; bat that Thomaon 
thing bnt good wishes from anj of i 
tions, has never appeanML There it 
what Dr. Johnson says, that Londi 
'* where merit may loon become coi 
will find friends as soon as it Iwtcomi 
befriend it ;" or, in other words, wbe 
it has made its own way, hutnattiU 
many ambitious enough to be thouf 
number of its patrons* London it n 
tlie honour of Scotsmen be it said, ne« 
any thing more. To be recommendcc 
person of merit," or, in the more cani 
very deserving young man," has rarel 
other use, than to procure the individ 
a supercilious, perliaps eipensive, aoqi 
generally spealLing, it is not till a yi 
has got rid of all his letters of reooi 
whether by losing or delivering then 
indifference,— not till he has made hi 
by the spontaneous and active eierti* 
ties in some way or other, — that he '. 
of rising above obscurity and misery, 
reproach to England, or to the Scotsi 
England, that such should be the ci 
right, that a roan should give severe pn 
talent, before he is encouraged to ca 
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Mm&gaBb Xbe adage, that no mui is. a ppophet in 
bb Mm ooontry, was never meant to be a passport 
tmm^ to^ the fools in it* 

in his life of Thomson, says, that " his 
was a pur of shoes," and that *' for the 
iqppoit joi all bis necessities, his whole land was his 
Wilm.*' This statement must have proceeded from 
msry ctRMieous information, and for the credit of the 
*> Utes of the English Poets" ought to be expunged. 
mt<<Wmtei^' was not written till after he was in 
lAwkn some time ; and so far from being in want of 
a ftlk of elioes, he appears to have wanted nothing 



* Some member of the society iias made on this 
pMsage the following note : " Considerable deduc- 
tknis roust surely be made from these statements. 
While the satire of Ben Jonson and the invectives of 
Junius are remembered, it will be difficult to make 
the world believe, that Scotsmen have never been fa- 
vorites at St James's, except for merit's sake. And, 
on the other hand, it ought not to be forgotten, that 
by the removal of the court from Edinburgh to Lon- 
dioa, the latter became a common field for hoaest am- 
iMtion to Scotsmen as well as £nglishmeB» and where 
the one had as little reason to be regarded as "stran- 
gers" as the other." 

The writer of the memoir, it may be observed, 
speaks of the man who has no other recommendation 
than his personal merit, and no family interest to 
secure his advancement, in spite of the want of it. 
Of such individuals, he has probably said no more 
than the truth. a. s. 



"- -— 
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whkh credit, well sostained, could T^wMid, A 
letter, written by Thomson, at this period, to " Dr. 
CnuiAtinin, at Ancniro bj Berwick," bai Ibitiiiiatelj 
come to the light, which establiabes not ooljtUi fret, 
but »u many other interesting and important partica" 
Ian re»pecting the poef • character, that no apology 
ran be necessary for copying it at length. 

Dear Doctor, 

I worLD chide yoo far tteihcknns 
uf your correspondence, hot having tilaiacil yoa 
wrongfully last time, I shall say nothing 'till I hear 
from 3'ou, which I hope will be soon. 

There is a little piece of business I would cobbo- 
nicate to you before I come to the move 'fi lritilia; 
|>art of our correspondence. 

I am going (hard taA) to complahi and beg jov 
assistance. When I came op here, I bioag|ht veiy 
little money along with me, expecting some «or 
upon selling of Widehope, which was to bsre beea 
M>ld tliat dsy my mother was buried. Now lii wh 
sold yet, but wUI be dbposed of as soon us it ess 
conTeniently be done, though Indeed 'tu ficip le it d 
with some difficulties. 

I was a long time here, living at mj own dmrgv* 
and you know how czpcn^^'e that is. This, i oget h tf 
with tlie furnishing of myself with clothes, HneM, 
one thing and another to fit me for any bnsin e ii of 
this nature here, necessarily obliged me to c o u tiact 
some debts. Being a stranger here, 'tis a wonder 
how I gut any credit, but I can't expect It will be 
Jong sustained, unless I immediately clear the debts 
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ttlicady oQBliacted. Evoi maw I believe it is at a 
iiMi iiHlijar^ mj fioeads have movaxmtj to iend me 
*lill tlie land is sold, and my eieditofB will not wait 
?lfll Am; joa know what <he cooseqaeiioe would 
he. Now» the assistance I woold beg of joo, and 
which I know, if in your power, yon won't refuse 
me* fa a letter of cvedit on some mevchantt banker, 
or «kh fike person in London, for die matter of 
twelve pounds, 'till I get some money i^kmi the sell- 
ing of the land, which I am at last certam of. If 
joa eonld dther gne me it yomself, or piocare it to 
me any way, thoagh yon do not owe it to my merit, 
jet yon owe it to your own good nature* which I 
faunr so well asto say no more on the subject ; only 
aUvw ne to add, that when I first feU npon sach a 
project, (the only thing I have for it in my present 
circumstances,) knowing the selfish and inhuman 
tempet of the bulk of mankind, yoo were tht lirst 
person that offered to my thoughts as one to whom I 
hnd the confidence to make snch an address. 

Now I imagme you s^iaed with a fine romantic 
kind of melancholy on the fading of tiie year : now 
I figure yon wandering, philosophical and pensive, 
amidst the brown widiered groves, while the leaves 
rustle under your feet,* the sun giving yon a farewell 

* Thomson has introduced this circumstance in Lis 
Aotumn, and Dr. Warton remarks upon it, <* what 
(other) poet hath ever taken notice of the leaf, that, 
towards the end of Autumn, 

Incessant rustles fropi the mournful grove. 
Oft startling such as, studious, walk below ; 
And slowly circles through the waving air :*' 
PART 2.] o 



Tbcn, Hgun, nhen Ike hcaireni 
upecl. the winds «h»Ue,aiHlv 
ID Ibe well known civagb, ben 
vt Ull. Ihkk.i'mlwiireriDglieu, 
Mng lull tf the OinDif ilwp n 
■kliilu drep dirinc cantriupUtU 
plscir, pntmpb eir:h mellmg i 
luic you HOnld not RSgn jddi 
■n (■■)' rale : noiie tvn enjujec 
du, uul }ou ue woithj of it ; 
ipltil, uiddiiport iailB Iwloved 
Tbis counirj I tin in ii not 
rariclj bullhW nfwoodi.urf fl 
dancci hut wlitreii ttaelinngal 
liiD, uid Uki huig'ui); rucli f will 
ibatekguiil; plcun the lover 
dcllghti nip in ifrrrj fonnl I , 
lici in lirr tnutl tiigubriuiu drcs 
uuiucmcul, deictibiU); Wblct i 
self. After mj Gnl piopoill of 
limgof WmtccBiidtiugclid 
NorldarhjiningiiuMtor th 

Of mftnJj chnnna : to me vthi 
Whoinlheg.jKMOE»,.,itiK 
Thr glnie of suuuncr, wi-lcom 
Un-m awful wintety horrun, i 

 A first >k«ldi. llovr wnn 
inttnffiictliia to Wlnln', u puhlje 



. , The tefrible Sooda and high winds tbnt mnaltj 
happen tboal Ihia time of Ibc jeai, snd lisvc already 
happened here, (I wisli jou have nut fell them loa 
dreadfoUj,) these firat pTodoced the inclosed lineg ; 
the lait arc not eaniplcted. Mr. RJccailcm'B poem 
tm Winter, nhich I still have, first put the design toto 
my Lead. In it are some ma^teil; shakes that 
•rakened me, hut being anlj a present amiiiement 
'tis ten to one but I drop it whenever another fuicj 

I heliere il hod been much more proper for me, if, 
lor joiu entertainment iu this letter, I had cited 
others instead of nijieif, but I must defer that 'till 
■nother tine. 

If JOU have not seen it. I have just now in mj 
posjeasion an original of Sir Aleiaiidcr Brand's (the 
ciBted knight with the woefnl countenance ;) jini 
might ples-te belierc, it would make Men John 

See, Wiolei comes, to rule the vniied je»r, 

Snllen and sod, with all his rising train ; 

Vapours, and clouds, and storms! &c. 

* ApurposeabandoDedinthefinished poem; when 
the poet had it probablj in anticipatioa to make 
Sommer the subject of a separate production. 



prinliil in llir KvrniuK I'lml, m priliap 
bavr M-ni lU TIh- |iuH-|tyili'i uf  dcclii 
utir (in Ihu [n-liKcu'i iHitli-diy, tad the 
■naj'-ily'i, ill Ihnt' caiibn. "Hic^ kic w 
true ijiiril iif aimpliotril cnunrni. 

I will Utrlj in liundiin  night, uid 
pliy-liuu-ie uw n eiinrdjr ncti-d, calkil . 



a Mwi, 



 fortiin 



ralbi 



lilihpT nhinc, lii my biDnlio nltrtid 
■nn rIhiiii tnndun, Ili1> iniinlh uf Scplei 
liiiniln'H piiipip liMi: (IJeil by KcMeaU i 
thiTc «u linn hlackinith, whn, tired of 1 
liinitnl htniwir, mhI left wrlUi-n behind h 

I, 3m: rope, 
ijt'd wiihiiiit hope, 
ATHldindliy aiuiicl 

Ori-lir Kiinr i'|iiKmuijiBliekl muK hu bcl 
Mr. Muir h» iiiH|ile fund fur [wlitici bi 
IxMlan: of iffkin, ai yaii wiit ducover bj 
iiL-wi. 1 iliiiiild bo glad to liDDw thalgici 
fnmv Ju«t iirni — krcp it lii youncit — jwi 
prt it only in Men Jolin't nv. Fu otht 
litriy myitcriDU brolbcr. Mi. Talc, c 
Hlarted a suprnnnnatcd fiirtunc 



'' 1 



DEmbec mc 10 all friends, M[. Biccarton, Men 

and Br. John. 

Yoiir's, sincerely, 

J.MEsTnQHaOK. 

in this leller it «piH:ars, th«t Tlioiiunn's mother 
it long enicived his dtpartuie Truiu Edinliaigh, 
111, tliongh sbe cunJd not ttaeiefare bsie bad 
ppinesB which ni»nj of bis WogrBpheri beslow 
, of Jiving to see ber son " distinguished and 
iied as a niau of genius," sbe bad, at iirait, 
liifBCtiDn of leaving him in a slate lar above 
RVil of a pair uf shoes." The wraplicily with 
ThouBon talks of hii affair! being ticat a crin*, 
laving incutted the enormous debt of a doaen 
I, ii agreeeabiy contnoled with the warmth uf 
cBcr, witli which, b diis eitremity, be resorU 
friend for aid. It presents an early proof of 
^rd in nhicb Thomson bad the siogutar foi- 
Jiroogb life to he held hj all who knew 
The literary pari of this letter estahliihei a - 
' some interesl to the curious ia poetical hii- 
the source from which he derived the idea of 
ter," the first of his admirable series of poems 
The Seasons." Of the piece by Mr, lUccw- 
'hich Thomson alludes to, there is, however, it 

en Thomson bad completed bis " Winter," he 

(notwithstanding all the intiodoctioai with 
tie had b«en bonored) great difficulty in pro- 

a publisher; and when Mr. Miller was, at 
enuaded to buy it at a low price, and in March, . 

brought it forth to the world, so slow were 
.blic in itiscoveHng its merits, that Miller began 
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to repent his bargain. The poem wms defeated to 
Sir Spencer Compton ; but even from him it attractad 
no regard, until Aaron Hill, one of a lew who imr 
teretted themselres in the poet's fortonet, awakened 
the knight's attention by some rent» addicned to 
Thomson, and published in one of the newipapena 
which censured the great for their neglect of ia^att- 
ous men. Sir Spencer then sent lor Thoanon, wiM^ 
in a letter to Mr. Hill, gives the fioUowing aooomtoC 
his visit. 

" He received me in what tfaej commoBly call a 
civil manner; asked me some cmnmon-plaoe qoei- 
tions, and made me a present of twenty fiihrai I 
am very ready to own, that the present was laigs 
than my performance deserved, and shall ascribe it 
to bis generosity, or any other cause, latiier tiuui te 
merit of the address." 

The poem gained by degrees upon the paUic, aad 
soon brought the author new and move labataBtial 
friends. Among others, Dr. Rondle, a ft c f w awl s 
Bishop of Derry, had no sooner read it, than irilh 
that prompt generosity which distingnished hu da- 
racter, he sought Thomson out, and wai la pleased 
with him, that he recommended him to Lord Cim- 
cellor Talbot, from whose patronage be aft e i w aids 
derived the most essential benefit 

In 1727, Thomson gave a compankm to hb 
** Winter," by the publication, on the same piai^ of 
(( Summer," dedicated to Mr. Doddington; aad, 
contrary to what usiuJly occurs in the extmiioB of a 
happy design, lost nothing in reputation by the effioit 
During the same year, he also produced " A poem 
on the deatli of Sir Isaac Newton," which, says Dr. 
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I Jciuaoa," lie was enabled to pcrroiiaos ia exact plil- 
ioiopher, by tlie inslrucljoii of Mr. Giaj." It i^ 
more probable, that, if he requited naj inslniction 
OB theinbjeot,he derived it from the Hfv. Patrick 
Muidoch, a fella n-countrjmau, with nhom Thoinaon 
'wuDUTecj intimate terms, and who published " Mac- 
lanrin's Account of Sir Isaac Newton's Philosophical 
Dlscoieries, together with a Life of the Author." 
Murdoch is suppoBcil to bare himself aflerwBidi sat 
far the picture of " the oilj man of Gnd," in the 
"Castle of Indolence." 

The reientnient of our merchants mnning, at this 
period, very high against the Spaniaids, Tor intemip- 
aoni to their trade, Thomson ' ' ' ' " 

a poetical appeal, designed lo 

The Deit 
bit Seuont 
of Hellibrd 

Thomson was now tempted to Tary the walk of 
hia mnse, and in the whiter of 17i8-S9 produced his 
tiagedj of " SophoTusba." Great eipectatioDB were 
rsitnl by its announcement; but very laudcralcly 
gratified on the lepresenlation. The public disconr- 
ed that splendid diction and poetic imagery, on the 
foith of which alt their anticipations of a good play 
were founded, did not necessarily imply a iiigh de- 
gree of dramatic talent. Slight accidents, .too, as 
Dr. Johnson remarks, will operate upon the taste of 
pleasure. There is a feeble line in the tragedy. 
Sophoni^ ! SophtmiAa, O / 



Thi! 



gave occasion to a waggish parody ; — 
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Jemmv Tkemton ! Jtmmy Thmtmm, O ! 

whicli» for a while, was echoed through the town. 

In the .year 1730, he completBd the round of the 
Seasons, by the addition of " Antnnm/' wU^ he 
publislkHi that year in a collection of the whole of hit 
works in quarto. 

Hie Lord Chancellor Talbot havmg a toil, the 
Hon^Cliarlcs Talbot, who was aboat to prooeedon 
his travels, Thomson was, by the adrioe of Dr. Roa- 
die, selected to aecompany him. Widi 6iis yoaag 
gentleman, he Tisitcd most of the coorti in Enrape ; 
and, stninf* in patriotic feeling, as all lus poenn etiaoeB 
he appears to have surveyed with an inquiHtiTe eye 
of comparison, not only those pccaliaritiet in the 
ci%-il ami n>llgious institutions of fordgn coiui trie M , by 
which they are refluced so far below oi in Meial hap- 
piness ; but tliosc celebrated monnmenta of art which 
place them, at tlie same time, so much above u in 
their recollertions of former greatness. How aenle 
and judicious his oiiservntions were, «re see in lib 
|HK*m on Liberty, begun soon after his return to Eng- 
land. The design of it was, to shew, by a contrait 
lietwe<-n ancient and modem Greece and Rome, and 
a view of tlie present and probable future atate of 
Britain, tlie means by which the precious f ree d o m we 
enjoy may l>e lost or preserved in its primitive purity 
to the . remotest ages. In proposing this impoitant 
tank to himself, he appears tn have resolved to make 
it the master effort of his mind ; lie employed more 
than t^o 3'ears in composing it ; and when finished, 
h'.> valued himself more upon it than on any thing he 
had ever written. Tlu* leisure which he required fur 
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t compantton. he nns happil; enabled to SDmnuuid 
irougli the jusl consideialioa entertainetl by Laid 
iluncellor Ttilbot for his services to hli son. Imme- 
ialely on hit an-ival ia Eogluid, his lordihip made 
im hii feccelscy of briefs ;  sitoation of iillje duty, 
lid eqanl in eiuoIunieDl lo all hii oants. 

Before the caDiplellonor this poeiu, however, Thom- 
in hkd the misfoitDne lo lose, b; death, both bis friCDd 
id fellow-UavelJer, Charles Talbol, and hii patnia, 
OTd Taibat himself. The premnlnre fate of ibe one 
: bai Imnentcd in the initial lincS to his paem on 
iberlj, and the departure of the other he he* re- 
»rded in a poem dedicated to his memory, which is 
le of the most enviable tributes ever paid b^ poetrj 
I the virtues of the Judicial olBce. 

The sinecure place which Tliomsoa held fell with 
3 patron, and chusing rather to trust to Ihe chapter 
* accidents, than lo abate anj thing in his stjie of 
fe, nhich joined to elegance some degree of loxury, 
: became involved in a fe« debts, and eiposed biia- 
ir more than once to the gripe nf Ihe tan. One of 
eae occasions furnished Quui, the celebrated actor, 
itb an opportonitj of disptapug, at once, Ihe ge- 
^roait; of bis disposition, and his friendship for 
loiuj. Being informed that the aathot of the Sca- 
ns Has confined in a spunging-house for a debt of 
iQUt ?0L he hastened to the place, although pcr- 
natlj unacquainted vilh Mr. Thomion, and de- 
'cd to be introduced to him. On beii^g admitted 
Thomson,  Sir," said he, " you don't know me, 
believe ; hot m; name is Quin." Mr. Thomion 
id, that though he could not boast of the Imnout 
' a personal acquaintance, he nai no sdaogei either 




154 LIVES OF BMIimiT fCOTSIIKN. 

to his nunc or his merit, and vnj poHtB^y infited 
him to take a seat Qnin then told him, he via com 
to sup with him ; but that, aa he preaomed. It wmld 
have been inconvenient to have had the aopper 
dressed in the place they were in, be had naed the 
freedom to order it from an adjaeent taevenii Tht 
Hupper accordingly soon made ita appeuaBoet-vilh 
an ample supply of the best claret After the cblh 
had been removed, and the bottle had waved Wddy 
between them, Mr. Qnin then took ncceri on to ex- 
plain the cause of his visit, by Mying, ** it waa: 
time to enter upon businea." Mr. Thomioap 
cciving that he probably dealied hb poetJeel 
ancti in some dramatic specolatUm, very han die wri y 
declared his readiness to do any tUng in hb pomr 
to serve him. " Sir," says Mr. Qidn, " yon nbtakie 
my meaning. Soon after I had read your SeMDMk I 
took it into my head, that as I had loniethfaig to fto 
world to leave behind me when I died, I wonM nato 
my will ; and among the rest of my legMeea, I let 
down the autlior of the Seasons, an hundred poondi; 
and this day, hearing that yon was to thb tomiei I 
thought I might as well have the pleasme of peybg 
the money myself, as to order my eaecnton to pay 
it, when perhaps you might have lesa need ef it 
And this, Mr. Thomson, is the bnrineaa I eame 
about." Saying which, he laid before him a beak 
note for 100/. and,witl)ont leaving the wrtmiiihH 
bvd time to express his gratitude, took hb leftve* 

AftiT some time, Tliomson was partially rdieved 
from this precarious state of dependence, by the pa- 
tronage of Fnulrrick Prince of Wales, who, npoa the 
recommendation of Mr. (afterwards Lord) Lyttehon, 
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s rojal highnesa's chief lavorile, settled on 
)eiision of 1001. b yenr. To the honour of 
tteJton, this recomqieudation came altogether 
led, unci brfote lie knew any thing more of 
«i than his HorkB. 

SB, Thooiaon produced on the ilage a Kcood 
, called AganmnBoa. AJlhough not very fa- 
received, il brought him a haadsoine Bum. 
pe mteresled himself greally in lis siiccesi. 
only vrolc to die manBgets in ib favour, but 
i the first repiejenlation of il in peram, 
u be had far same ^me given over appearing 
heatre, was regarded as a high mark of a- 
His enlrnnte was welcomed by the audience 
eoeral clapping of hands. Thouiaou himself 
) hai« taken his seat on the' occasion in the 
lUery, in order that he might wilnesi the re- 
tian, without being recognized ai the author. 
absorbed did he become in the progieu of 
le, that be liegan to accutnpany the players 
ble recitation ; and eitu 30 far forgot hinuetf 
and then (o let tliose about him know what 

I si 



1 stale 


of the house 


bad d 


riven to the tame 


part for a seat, we 


-e mu 


3 amused by ob- 


Ihese 


unconscious 


work 


ings of paternal 



e year fallowing, he ofieied to the slagc aoo- 
gedy, called Edward and Eleonora, but the 
ippoinled by the act for licensing plays, which 
.1 recently passed, refused to sanction its per- 
je. Jt UBS (he second play which iharedthis 
lie drsl was the " Gustavui Vasa" of Mr. 
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Bruoke. ThoimoD was indebted for Ikit 
lundiurM to fau connection iridi die Riaoe i 
tlie bostilitv shewn to wIiob by the nunia 
dav was angenciously extended cffca to tl 
>on.< uf genias whom he patrouKd ; an « 
striking proof of the danger of adwttmg a 
|Mmer in niatten of literatnre. Kobodj 
lieen able to point out any diing poEticaDT c 
fault V in the piece ; and there can be bo di 
(tarlv malcTolencc must retafai the entire 
ii» rejection. The public were pleased to m 
^Ir. Brooke by a libenl subscription for the 
which his tragedy receired from the gownn 
90t I a sultfcription was also opened for \ 
soupbot «iih what success b not recorded. 

Tlu* noxt dramatic performance in which 
engaged mas ** The Masque of Alfftd/* ^ 
17-kl jointly by him and 3Iallet, by the cm 
till* Prince of Wales, for the entertainme] 
royal highnesses court at CUefden. ids sum 
dt-nce. Ten yean afkerwards, this piece, i 
alierations anid new music, was bioaght on 
don stagv by Mr. Mallet 

In 1745, Thomson produced " Tancred i 
munda," the most successful of all hb pbys 
received with great applause, and still keep 
upon the stage. 

Mr. Lyttelton, his friend, being now i 
procured fur Thomson the appi. intment of i 
general of the Leewaid Ishmds ; a utuatkm 
ties of which are peiformed by a deputy, I< 
income of about 500/. to the principal. M 
>on gave ihe deputyship to a poetical fine. 
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nunc of FatciSDii, to nlioio, indeed, be aved lliis 
recompense for a piece of bad fottiine wliieh he liad 
nnwittingij bceu Ihc roeana of bringing upon Lim. 
Mi. Patenon used to wrile ont fair eopiei of his 
fiiaid'n pieces, when such were required fiw the picsj 
orlbe sisge. He «u, at the some time, hiiOH-lf a 
wrilei of plaj«, and bad written one on the story of 
Jnnnnu, Ibe German hero. What this pJ>j was 
praBeoWd for a licence, the cenior bad no Honer 
cast his ejes on the haod-wriling in nbich he had 
seeD Edward and Eleuooia, tluui be cried oul, " Away 
wlfli it!" and the sutbor'a profits were redoced lo 
what he cnuld obtain by the publicatfan of a tragedy, 
branded with the stigma of rejection. 

Tbe last piece which Mr. TbomHin Iked to pabliati 
wsa hia " CaslJe ot Indolence." It had, we ate told, 
occupied hia occuionsi attention for man; jears. 
At &at, it consiited of litUc mora than a few de- 
tsdied itaoBi, by waj of nillerj on himielf and 
loine of his friends, widi whom indolence wai a 9in 
confrued, jet luiuriously iadulged. But te saw very 
soon, that the subject deserved to be treated mori.- m 
large ; and gradually eitended it to tbe length in 
which this admirable poem aow appears before us. 

While engaged in the preparalioD of sDothec tra- 
gedy for the stage, Thomson was seiied triUi an ill- 
ness which sntitebed him from the world in the prime 
ot life, lie was, at this time, liring at Hiehmoud, 
and, when he visited town, would coianionly walk 
the distance back witli any friend Ibat offered ; will) 
whom he might chat and real bimself, u periiaps dine 
by the way. One summer eieoing, bdiig atone in 
tm walk from town, he overheated himielf by the 
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time he liad reached Hammewniith ; and* fm l 
situation, taking ipiprudently a boat to go the ret 
the way by water, he caught cold on the river, 
found himself next day in a high fever. By the 
of medicine, however, tlui was so far lanoved, < 
he was thought to be out of danger ; but, h 
tempted by fine weather to expoae UoKlf onee a 
to the crening dews, his fever letuii i ed with f 
violence, and on the SSd of Angnst, 1T48, he 
pirrd. 

His remains were interred at the wc a t na 
Iff the south aisle of the cbnicb of Riduac 
A costly monument was afterwards erected to 
memory in Westminster Abbey; the eiecatioi 
which, however, does no hooonr to die scafptntc 
the age. 

The celebrated Collins, who had also dioseB 
deli^htfol village of Richmond for Us poetieal lel 
roent, and between whom and llionisoii die a 
tender intimacy subsisted, mourned his loss in 
celebrated Ode, br ginnmg, 

" In yonder grave a Druid lies." 

With this ode, too, Collins bade adien to Rl 
roond ; which, without bis lamented fKead, had 
his sensitive spirit no longer any charms. 

But thou, lorn stream ! whose sullen tide 
No sedge-crown'd sisters now attend. 

Now waft me from the green bill's side* 
Whose cold turf hides the buried friend. 

And see, the fairy valleys fade. 

Dun Night has \'cilM the solemn view ! 
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Vet once again, tlt^ar parled abide, 
Ueek NaUice's cli'ild, Bgnin, adieu ! 

Tbomson lefr a will, appoinling Mr., uow become 
Sir Genrgc, Ljtlellon, jmd Mr, Milchell, the well- 
kuown iliplomadsl, bis eiecnlois. B; tbcii uiiiU.il 
eierfiom, Ibc tragedy of Coriolanua, nliicb wastbal 
on whicb Ttiumsun bad be>;n occnpied previoiu to 
his death, was bruugbt on tbc stage far the bcneRl of 
ha leUdies. It was teeoainiL'iided bj a piologui', 
written bj Ljttelton, aud jpokcn by Quin, ohose 
earlj generoaitj to the bant lisd been succeeded by 
n ineudihip the most ardenl. When Quin cuiie Id 
the fullowiug lines, all die endearments of a long iii- 
timacy rising at once to bis iiuagituUon, brought Itu' 

He lov'd bis friends, (forgive this gushing tear, 

Alu! lfe«l lam no actor beni;) 

He Iot'cI hii (liendi witfa lucli a warmth of heati, 

So clear of interest, ao devoid of ait-, 

Sucii gen'tous ffeedom, sucli unshaken leal ; 

No ivoids can jpeak it, but our tears lasj tell. 

The akilfiil break at the commencement i>f these 
linea must have had a moat pathetic elkct. Mr. 
Quin ii laid never to have appeared ao gnat an ac- 
tor, as at Ibe moment when he declared himself none. 

The profits aiisii^ from Utii plaj. aad iiom thi' 
•ale of his books, prints, and odier eSecta, moce tlian 
salisfied all demands on Hiodboo's estate, and left a 
very handsome sum to be remitted to hii sisters in 
Scodaud, for whom lie bad slnays evinced the ninsi 
brotherly affection. 
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Mr. Murdoch » the friend of Thomson, who pre- 
fixed a life of him to a collection of his wofki in 4to. 
publuhed in 1762, informs ns, that " his exterior 
was not the most promising, hu make bring Tather 
robust than graceful, and he appeared worst when 
seen walking alone in a thoughtfiil mood ; bat when 
accosted by a friend, and entered into co me i aa tion, 
he would instantly brighten into a most agreeable 
aspect ; his features no longer the same, and hfa eye 
darting a })eculiarly animated fire. The caae was 
much the same in company ; wherei if it was miiied 
or yery numerous, he made but an indifferent figure ; 
but with a few select friends, he was open, ipri^tly, 
and entertaining." Dr. Johnson's deacriptUm, alio 
written from personal acquaintance, u nearly to the 
same purpose. *' Tliomson was of a statue abore 
the middle size, and ' more fat than bard beseems,' 
of a dull countenance, and a gross, unanimated, un- 
inviting appearance, silent in mingled company, bat 
cheerful among select friends, and by his Inends 
very tenderly and warmly beloved.*' 

Mr. Murdoch has remarked, that the more dis- 
tinguishing qualities of Tliomson's nund and heart 
are to be best discovered from his works ; an obaer- 
vation vtliich Dr. Johnson very properly takes notiee 
uf as singularly unfortunate. Savage, who lived 
much with Thomson, told Dr. J. thathe beaid a lady 
once remark, that she could gather from the works of 
the autlior of the Si*asons three parts of his chaiacter, 
that " he was a great lover, a great swimmer, and 
rigorously abstinent." Notliing, indeed, covU be 
more natural than tliese inferences. Need we refer 
for symptoms of tlie loccr to tlic charming picture in 
Spring, of the virgin 
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Snch macl'iung draughts of besutj In Uic soul, 
As, for a whilo, o'er-whclni'd bia rapWrous thought 
With luiur; too daring ? 

Of bis skill ID sniroming, what evidence could ap- 
paienllj be more deciaiyc than hii own brave dccla- 



And thai be was abstiDent, one might well cuii- 
clude from his deaciiptiun of the happiai of men - 

he, who far from public rage, 

Deep in Ihc vale, T.iDt a choice fea tetir'd, 
DiinktL the pure pleasures of llie nmii li/i i 
and bas not his " insatiate table" heaped nith dain- 
ties " from utmost land and sea purveyed," nor 
" bowl flaming with coati; juiee ;" but is 

Rich in content, in Nature's Iwiintj rich, 

In herbs and fruits. 

Very far, however, was any one of these inferenucs 

from being correct. Savage's words, in rejDBrkin^; 

o:t them to Dr. Johnson, were, " lie kaowa not say 

love but that of the sei ; he was [lerhapi neier in 
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cold ttiler in his life ; nnd he indHlge 

the lainr; that comes wiUiio bU letcl 
calonrng of Savage may be dUceioi 
muki, but tlierc la every rcaaoD ta he 
wrre nib>lui(Ullj trae. 

Scleral idle stories have been tol< 
luEj effarli u bt in Imit ; hut it is eitr 
llial the pkuiun ever disturbed bis pe 
K single bour. He wai loo habitaall; 
iadoleot lo be at the trouble of coai 
being of  very engaging appearaoce 
Tail HIS templed (o revetiic the order 
wooing bim lo a happiness which he d 
SOB. The Amanda. Kliom he freqai 
the Seasons, is sopposed hy lome to 1 
[>ersanage, but on no better aolboril; 
than some lines alleged to have bi 
Tboiason to ihi; fur unknown, xil 
Seasoni. The lines are not unwortli 
but so unlike in K-ntiincnt to any thin 
ccd ia hit life, as to cany strong evic 
along with llien.. 

Ldna vrilten by Thcmton io hit Amand 
(he Seamns. 
Accept, dear Nymph ! a tribute du 
Tu sacred friendship and lo you ; 
But with il lake, what breath'd the 
O I take lo thine the poet's aoul I 
If Fancy here hci pow'r displays, 
Or if a heart eialts these lays, 
You. fairest, in Ihst fancy shine. 
And all that heart is foodly Ihine 1 
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Hie tame shrernl giiesaer, ulio discovered bom 
Thonnon'l works Ihal he wbs  great lorer, great 
airimiDer, and great fiegalist, niighi also have ilrnwn 
frDiD the same source Ihal be "Ss a lerj early riacr. 
Was ever Ihe \kA of s\o\h moie eloquent]; reprobated 
than in Ibe folloning lines P 
Falielj Inxurious, will not man awake ; 
And, springing from tbe bed of siolh, enjoy 
The cool, tbe fragrant, and the silent hour. 
To meditaljon doe and sacred song ! 
For is there suglil in sleep can charm tbe wise ! 
To lie in dead oblivion, losing half 
The fleedng momenta of too short a life j 
Total eitinclion of lb' enligblen'd soni \ 
Or else, In feverish vanity atire, 
Wilder'd and tossing thro' dislempet'd dreams? 
VHk) would in such a gloomy state remaiD 
I.onget tfaan Nature ciaiei ; when every Muse 
And every blooming pleasure wait wilhonl, 
To bless Uie wiWIy-devious morning wait? 

Thomson's nature, however, craved do otdinary 
■baie of this " dead oblivion ;'" he was a late rktr, 
sleeping often till noon, and when once reproaclieil 
for bis slothfuliiesa, observed, " that he felt so com- 
fortable that he saw no motive for rising." Il ouglii 
to be observed, however, that be bad a strong apology 
for not rising early, in the lale hours of his lying 
down. The deep silence of the night was the lime he 
commonly chose for study ; and be wnnid oflen be 
beaid walking in bis Ubraij till near moming, 
humming over what he was to write ont and correct 
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Almost the only ceftain ttung v 
learn from Thomson's works, rsspectm^ 
that the Autunm was his ftnnite teaso 
composition. 

When Autumn's yellow lustre gilds the 
And tempts the sicklcd swun into the fi 
Seix*d by the gen'ral joy, his heart disU 
With gentle throws ; and thro' the tepid 
Deep musing, then he bttt extrU kit mng. 

Thomson speaks, in Ids Aatomn, < 
which he used to ezpeiience in Toaminj 
grounds of lus patron, Mr. Doddinglon, 
along the sunny wall/' which presentc 

the downy peach, the ttuning p 

The roddy, fragrant nectarine ; and dai 
Beneath his ample leaf, the loacioos fig. 

It is related, that tempted with the 
lazy to take hu hands out of his pock 
he has been seen snatching it from the 
mouth. 

He had often felt the incouTenienccs 
especially in the management of his aflB 
cured it ; he was so conscious of his < 
that, Johnson tells us, he talked of writi 
talc of *' The Man who lored to be in D 

The opinion which Dr. Johnson p 
Thomson's cliums as a writer, gives hi 
eminence which nothing that any new I 
add can rsdse higher. " His mode of tV 
that great critic, ** and of expressing h 
original. His blank %'erse is no more t1 
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of Millon, at of any otJict poet, than die rhjmea of 
Flior sre (he rhj-mi^i of Cowley. His ouiaben, his 
psDses, his dictioo. are of his ovm growlb, whhant 
buisaiplion, without imitation. He tbinlu hi a pc- 
cnliat Inia, and he thinks always as a man of genius t 
be loolis round on Nature and on Life wiUi the eye 
which Nature bestows only on a pool ; the r je that 
distinguish^, in every thing presented to its view, 
whatever there is on which imaginatioii can deliglil to 
be detained, and with a mind that at once compre- 
hends tte mst and attends lo the mianta. Ilie 
reader of the Seasons wonders tliat he never wr before 
what Thonuoa shews him, and that be oem yet lias 
feJl what Thomson imprtsses." Of his meriU as a 
diamalist, however, Dr. J. says, in another place, " it 
may be doubted whether be was, eitliei by the bent 
of nature or habits of study, mneh qnattfied for tragedy. 
It does not appear that he had nmch senie of Iho 
pathetic ; and his diffusive and descriptive style pco- 
duced declamation rather ttian dialogue." Hla trage- 
dies, it mint be sllowed, arc the most inferior of his 
eranposi darts. 

The production of Thoniaon's, which is least fevor- 
ed by Dr Jolmaon, is that of which Tbonison himsetf 
Hionghl most-^hia poem of liberty. *'An anlbor 
■nd a reader," says Dr. J. "are not always of a mind. 
liberlj called in vain upon her votaries to read her 
prases and reward her encomiast; ber praises were 
condemned to harbonr spiders and to gatbet dust; 
none of Thomson's performances were so little regarded. 
The Judgement of die public was not crroneoos ; tlie 
Tccurrence of the same imagei rmit tire in lime ; an 
cDiuaeratian of eiamplEa to pnive  pontion which 



^\ill ii«)l liaZfjril I'itlHT praise or ccDsiirc." 
i li'i'Arii r, a^ v\r sn- from the preceding pa 

n-afj V liJizardril a censure of a very pointcc 
lion, l)ul on pr(*hiiin[)tious and principles as 
^ ', ij the. real character of the piece, as (with do 

j JH siou to .HO lii^h an authority be it suu) to i 

, "^^ men I of good po(?try. Had lie read the 

\ , ' woidd have found, tliat instead of a "recurre 

; same imager," it is distinguished for the ▼ 

variedly of its imagery. lie would have enc 

indexed, a succession of noble examples to i 

. t - ; in love with tlie charms of liberty ; but how 

* . I have come to sucli a conclusion as that the 

j I lion was either " superfluous" or ** disgusting,' 

' '- to conceive. That the Spring is gay, th( 

Hplendid, the Autuum tranquil, the Winter 
are all, as much positions "which nobody di 
the beginning," as thai Liberty is precious 
the pleasure which Dr. J. himself acknowled 
ceived from the varied descriptions, by i 
genend character of each of these Seasons 



-a^ ^KSom to Ihe heuerbeaaOfi which neTcrtLback 
lira befurFiaad raise in bim a glow of entlimiaaiu To 
Jibkh bii breut may us 3'ct have been a strangei. 

The ■' Caslle of iDdulenct," wbich is writtm in 
mitation of Spenser's itjle, was, next to Uberljf , llii^ 
tiece Bn~uliidi Thnmioa bestowed mosl pRJns. It ii 
it [he two b; bi Ibe better poem ; it combinei equnJ 
icluieil of Bentiitienl. vritli far bolder flights af inrngi- 
lUiaa, uid is equally laboured with less appeaiancr 
d being 10. The Csstic of Indolence, indeed, niaj 
«.»ud to tbew llie an cdare ariem in perfection. 
lie itmplicity of diction, bordeiing lometiiiiea on the 
uUecoiu, which he has adopted in sodig of (he lines, 
1 older lo keep up the imilatron of the old style, is 
den niost skUfuilj hnppj. It bat not, I beliete, 
«eD nutlccd, (hat in Ihe composition of the " Castle 
t Indolence," Thomsoa had bis eye on " The Castle 
[Labour/' b; AleiandiM Barclay, which, though an 
hnoit forgollin work, he had undoubtedly pcniscd. 
lie commencsmcnl of Tbomsou's poem bas a limi- 
irilj to that of Barclay's, which GOnld not he the 
EFcclofactidcnl. 

CastUofLabiiur. 
y« mertal people I that deure to obtain 
JlMnial bliu by yonr latwur diligent. 
With mortal riches subdue your paiu ; 
To read this treatise to the. right intent, 
Wliich sball shew yoQ plain and evident. 
That Idleness, mother of alt adieisity, 
Hersnbjeclsbringeth to eitreme poverty. ' 
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CANTO I. 

Tli€ CaiUe hight of IndolcBce 

And its false laiury ; 
Where for a litde time, alas ! 

Wc lir'd right jollUy. 

OmorialmanI who UvtU ktn by ioii. 

Do not complain of thb thy hud ertHe ; 

lliat like an emmet thou must ever noil. 

Is a sad sentence of an andent date ; 

And certes theie is for it leaioa gnat. 

For, tho' sometimes it makes thee weep tad wilf 

And curse thy star, and early drudge aed bte^ 

Withouten that would come an beavier bele^ 

Loose life, unruly passions, and dbeasea palCi 

A very striking and enga^ng featoie in tbe «Ub 
of Thomson's productions, b tbe tone of Cencal piely 
and pure morality which perradei tfacm. It was 
beautifully and truly said by Lytlellon, fai hu pea- 
logue to Coriolanus, 

His chaste muse employed her heaTcn-tanght lyie. 
None but the noblest passions to inspire ; 
Not one immoral, one corrupted tiioa^it. 
One line which, dying, he would wish to bloL 



The only exception which I ever knew to be 
to Thomson, on the ground of religious priwdplea 
by an ortliodox divine of the Scottisb chiiidi« who 
observed, at one of those feastings whidi diatiqginih 
Sacrament Monday," at Scottish panonages, that 
it wa> unco wecl Jamie Tamson did nae bide by the 
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kick, Tur be hid mc tilt piincipleao'aaiing gracci Ue 
did oa believo in mgiiwi tin." The obKrvalion al- 
liacting, by 'tis noTel^. the curiosity of the conipuij, 
and Ibc aulhoiity of the wnitb; dirine for th'a part of 
the poet's creed, being ijneilioiied, be bimight from his 
libraiy a cop; of tlie Seaioiu, from «hicb lie read 

• — - Welcooie, kindcnl glaoros! 

Congenial honors, bail ! with fiequeni foot, 
Plou'd have I m my cbecrfal mom of JiTe, 
Wlien Duii'd by careleu Bolitude I liv'd 
And >iuig of nature with nncouing joy, 
PJeas'd have I wander'd thro' jour rougti domam. 
Trod the pure virgin snows ; ayulfai purt. 

The simtiment is doubdeii fsoltj ; and forms, al 
least, one half line, which it would have been pleas- 
ing to have seen blotted out, were It only that there 
migbt be nothing common in morals twtvrcn Ibe pious 
Thomson and the piofane Rousseau, who is said, when 
dying, (o have thus addressed the Divinity, "Eternal 
Being! the soul dial I am now going to ^ve thee 
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Hie iput in Richmond-cbutcb, where Thomson's 
remains are inlerted, n>auiin<»l, for a long time, dis- 
lioguislieil only by a plain gtoni;, till a bfau tablet, 
with llic f(jllp«iiii; bicriplion, was trecfed by the 
Ear] ff Biidian ; ' 

" In the earth, IkIdw thi* tablet, an lite rcminsof 
JiMEaTHOMBoN, auth« of the beanlifnl pocm*, en- 
titled  The Sea»ins, the CaMle of Indotence,' &c., 
who died at Richmond, on the lid of Angnil, and 
was buried here on the 19th, o. a. 1748. 

r.nx 2.] « 
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" rnthpror LiglitancI life, Tliou Goi 
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S-vc luc from folly, ninily. and rice. 

From cverj low puriuil ' And feed 

WilhknovilMlgc, tomcioua peacp, am 

Kiicred, lubtUntuli ncicr-tidingi l> 

riiomiou'i nuidence viu at Hou 

Krw-foat Lbik, Inttrrly ia Uic poMui 

nnrable Mn. BoscsneD. Tbi] faouH 

aFl< r the dcceiae of Tliomsnn, by Gci 

wba fiirbote la puli il dona, from vi 

locnjory, but enlBrged and improved i 

pcnie. Mrs. Buscnwcn repiirod tbe 

MM in the garden, «nd ptsced in ii 

wbicb be used lo wrilc. Ovri (he ci 
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" Here 11.C.U 

■' Witliin Ibis pleasii 
lausie of (he nightingBle, wbi< 
eon to the melody of hii aoul, 
near, aod genial, thougb vlnipli 
■rno«.OH. Senjibty aUve h. 
ture, be painted their inia)^s 
and ponred tbe whole profusli 
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IliRiiigb all Ilia compoiiiHons, aaimBied witli un- 
boiinded beoevotcnce, wilh the tendeteal social scn- 
aibiilty, he never gave oa& moment's pain to any uf 
his fellow-crealure!), save oa\y bj bis death, whkli 
hsppened at tbis place od tbe tSad of August, 1748." 
liie pnuent nollce cannot be better conoloded, 
than in the words of an Address to lbs Bluidc uf 
Thomson, written bj Bumsi ihc prophetic IruUi vS 
wbich, ever; remlving scuon onlj tends to contimi. 

While virgin Spnisc, hj Eden's flood, 

Unfolds lier tcndet muiUe green. 
Or pranks the sod, in frotic ninod. 

Or tunes Eolian strains betneen : 
While Summer, «iUi a matron erace. 

Retreats to Dryburgh's cooling shade ; 
 Yel off, di^ligliled, stops to trace 

Tlie pragcess of the spiky Made : 
While AuTUHK, benefactor kind. 

By Tweed erects his aged head ; 
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witli self- 



Each. 
While maniac Wini 

The hills whence < 
Rousing tbe lucbld 
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So long, sweet poet of the jcai 
^till bloom that wreath Ihou 

While Scotia, with eiulling te 
Proclaims that Tiiohson wn^ 
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JOHN' OSWALD :-SYLVESrER OTWAY. 



A MONO the literary idlcn who, about the yeui 1788 
and 1789t ucca>k>iially illuminated the oofamni of 
till' Uiniioii ni>w>|>aper5 with their poetical effbnou, 
the name uf Sulvester Ofirav holds a cowpicnoas 
place. I Ir c^ inced merit enough to be admiivd by 
Bums ;* and of one whom so great a poet eateeaied 
as uf a kindn<d 5pirit, it cannot be unintcmting to 
knuw Mime |virtii'ulan. 

SvLviitrin Otway was the assumed name of a 
Mr. Uiiwuld, whu had been an officer in the aimy, 
hut was then living loosely about town. Report has 
>aid. with little appearance of truth, that he was 
cashiered fur coward ici\ With the legiment in which 
he was an itfficer, he sened some time in India; and 
there he left it, but certainly not from anv cause in- 
jurious to his hunor. In some lines, called his Fare- 
well tu Dunibay, a couplet occurs, which intimates 
something directly the reverse. 

Cruel destinv demands me, 

Hon or R drags me from thine arms. 

And the writer has been told by a gentleman w 
kiii'w Oswaltl well, that he once saw him saluted 
Luiuiun as au old acquaintance, by a Highland o 

* See Life of lUinis. 



ii«l of disiingiiist^ed gallaDtri;, with adegiee of licarlv 
wannlli which fuibidi the smpidon of anj thing di*- 
gracefui attachiDg to hi> ehsracter. It waa si Ihu 
theatre Ihey met, and the two friendi were su re- 
joiced at recogniziog each other, that they li^apt 
Bcrou several intervening boxej to shake hands. 

Mr. Oswald was a native of Edinburgh, and elili.-t 
his father or mother kept a ixiffee-houBe, well known 
of old as a place for public business, by the natue of 
John's Coffee Bouse He servodao appienticesblji to 
be a jewdler. and foUoved that occupaUon for some 
years, till, by the death of a lelalioii, hesncceeded 
to a conaiderabJe legacy, Hhich he employed in pur- 

wetil aborlly after to the East Indiei. To the priee 
of this commission he would, of coune, be enlilled 
when he quilted the army, and it was probably uii 
the reversion of this fund that he sobsiitad after his 
lelum from India. 

Soon after his appearance in London, Mr. Oswald 
took an active pact in (he proceedings of llut parly 
of Kefurmers, who, in those days, arrogated to Iheiu- 
aelves the tide of " Friends of the people ;" and m 
a pamphlet which he wrote, entitled " Remarks ou 
the Coaelltutiun of Great Britain." endeavoured In 
asust their cause, by shewing, that we had, in hit, 
no coostilution at all, but wen a prey to a Tcnal and 
corrupt oligarchy, who deapiied oni rights, and did 
with oDt resources what (hey pleased. The nutk 
■hewed some ability in writing, bat wu fiJl of crude 
notions, absurd principles, and dangerous specnialiifu. 

Mr. Oswald went farther than most of his lecl in 
his ideas of the wrong which bad crept inlo the sjs- 
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IriH of i'-'i-irty. Ih' lli.iugllt uol onlj lliat i 
cious few uf liis own iprciei bad naurped d 
uvct their fclloH >, but tbat Ibe hunun nee 
that iiulKcuiai ft«, in reipccl to kII the m 
aninwl Icibc. The right to lubdiie the hon 
lue alood in Ihu phikijophei'i opinion on i 
ground, thui the right of the great propdetO' 
)iii land cultiinted for Iiim bj the Ubonr ol 
for 10 be «u pleued to call pijingrentf 
and to kill a ibeep, that *e may isake a 
diib of iti Aeah, wai in hit nuad onlj a tjp 
nragc iDracioiuneu whicb lead* Ijiant ma 
crific:e, in Tarioui wajps, his own ipcciea to 1 
ilinate appetites. Hence the phnie iwmM 
plii-d lu the multitude, be used to lepiabale  
ingly iniipprapriale. The ariitocrab, he irn 
nre u (he ittine, aud (he people an bat ai t 
of lielplcu j'Duug, whom the iwise, at timi 
bJetb up. Nor did Mr. OinaU omil lh» era 
of illiutialing, by his own practice, bb ngai 
lingular principles wliivb he taught. No Pjtt 
ever mon rigidly abstained bom uiimil f 
llted on ftkuts* and the juice of fmiti ales 
wlien dinuig in company, eat the potatoei 
(lie chop behind. 

In the deTotioni whicliUc. Oswald, under ti 
title of Silvester Otway, oceaslonall; paid 
muse*, he mingled nothing of politics oi atn 
loiaphy. His effuuont were all of lore ; • 
stance the more remarkable, that be was at th 



* A genuine radical refomet. 
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It tutnied man, and the falhci of Uiree childtfn, one a 
(taoghler, and the others two fine erawa-op lads. It h 
protisble that these pirrts laay have been wrillen in 
his ewliet years, and were now only reproduced. 

On the breskiog out of Ihe reTolalJon in France, 
Mr. Oswald's jirinciples natuialljlEd him to riew thai 
atmggle with more than otdinarj interest. He was nut 
cantent vith wailing the result at a distance, but 
hastened over to Paris, to witntu, and, if occasion 
offered, tit assist in the work of French regDneralion, 
and, doubtieUr not without some view of peraonaNy 
beDe£ling hj the field which this remarkable [etoln- 
Uon preaealed to military adventnrers fmm all coim- 
triei. In order to recommend himself la the notice nf 
the French republicans, he published, on his aniTal in 
Paris, a second edition (it is believed in French) of. 
his "Bemaikson the Constitution of GreatBritain." 
Il served it once as tus passport to admission idLd the 
Jacobin Club. He met there with some other English 
adreulureis who had already acquired coDslderahlc 
inSaence in the counsels of diis pandemoaiom ; but 
Oswald soon rose aboic all his countrymen in tiii- 
porlance, and nss Bcknonledged as tire Hist of Anglo- 
Jacobins. He entered with unrivalled enthusia^fli 
into all their scliemes of desperation, qoieliiig the 
natural aversion of his disposition to violence nod 
hloodshcd, by a reflection which he thought philu- 
sophical, that where the liberty of a whotc people is 
to be consotidaled, the sacrifice of some thousands of 
individuals is not to be regretted, max the cause of 
humanity must be henelited in the end. It was the 
common opinioD of th» English, then resident in PnrF^, 
Hut after Sir. Oswald had acquired considctotlL.ii in 
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the Jaciihin Club, there was not a tnin»actio« of wt 
noir emanating from that bodj in which he had BOfta 
loading pan. He wa5 paiticulariy blamed bj tbna 
for the i)ecree which sent in the priiOBa ancb of 
his country men as were not of the nunber of i 
ated» but had been imprudent cnoogh to 
France after the declaration of war ngun 
That the decree may have had his appiobntion u ei- 
tremely probable; but that he ougbt to be moR 
severely reprobated for this, than any other finitof bb 
conduct, may be doubted, when it b ndndtted at the 
same time that with other Englishmen of die Jneobia 
Ciub he warned his coontiymen of the mesMRb ■■' 
impressed on many of them the danger they ia cM wd 
by remaining in the country. In thu at leut liiem vat 
no want of national or friendly feeling. 

Tlie influence which ^Ir. Oswald had aoqaiRd m 
the Jacobin Club, gave him a conespondmg inBafi w 
witli the government of the day, over wUcb tbatdnb^ 
as every body know9, exercised for tone time a moil 
pernicious contn>ul. The first of Anglo-Jacobint was 
not to bi' requited by any inferior appc^tmcnt ; diey 
at once nominated him to the comroind of n "gia^nt 
of infantry. The corps is said, however, not to hne 
bi>en of the best description, being '^"ffltrd of Ae 
refuse of Pari* and the departments. 

Mr. Oswald had, pie^'iously to this apfMintmeat. 
been joined by his two s«m9 ; but true to the priM^de 
of equality, which he professed, he only mnde them 
drummers in the regiment of which hewaaoolimeL 

The bad character of the men irhou CoUmel Oswald 
commanded, obliged him to have recourse to a system 
of <e\criiy iu di»ciplining them, which, while it made 
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UiPm good soldien, Ihcrc is evcfj reason to. believe 
mode him in every one a persunnl eneni;. In the 
outlet of his command he coDimitted > sort of lUtional 
blunder, which added nothing to bis popniBiilj. 
Knowing whal feitj his oun countijmen had per- 
tbrnicd at the point of the lnjanet; conrinced from 
eiperieme md ohsetvalion that Ihera waa in a charge 
of cold Blfel iiometliiiig more appalling than m a 
bundled voile js of musielrj — he conceived the notion 
that B legiment liaiacd to depend enlirel; on llie 
charge would be one of poweiful effidencj, and cer- 
tun to acqoire great distinction. He proposed there- 
fore la la^ aside the musket in his legiment, and to 
substitute a pike of superior construction. The ili- 
lectorj approved his suggestion, and the eipetinient 
was made. The raeu, however, eonld not be pi't- 
anaded to \iew the innovation ia the same light as 
Ihor English colonel. They were Frenchmen, and 
deluded upon it uilh French feeling. For light uar- 
fHre< — the briatt fire — quidc retreat-^and aa quick re- 
turn—the French soldiery have no >uperiDni but in 
Ibat cool intiepidiij which can make and instain a 
eharge, thEv have ncrerbeen able to compete nith 
the soldiers of many other conntrica— the Scots, the 
Muscovites, the Swedes, and even (he Hollanders, 
Colonel Oswald saw, when too late to repair a 
bad impresuon. that he had mistaken the national 
chatacter ; he was obliged to diiow away his pikes, 
because his men absolutely refused to be trained to 
the nie of them. 

When the war in La Vendue broke out. Colonel 
Oswald's corps was one of those lelected to proccrd 
against the rebels, a distinction which it no doubt 
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owed to having a foreign commandef, tvho migbt be 
supposed to have fewer scruples than a native in act- 
ing against natives. In the fint encounter, bowercr, 
which they had with the Vendeana, Oswald's men aie 
generally understood to have taken advantage of the 
confusion of the fight to rid themselves of this advan- 
tage ; they arc said to have not only despatched die 
father, but his two sons, youths of a most i nlei e stim 
character, and another English gentleman. vriiOB 
Oswald had selected as worthy to share his ftrtanes.' 
It is at all events certain that the four Engfishmea 
fell in the fight ; and whether in consequence of their 
own forward bravery or of the treacheiy of their 
French comrades, will probably ever remain a myitay. 

Mr. Oswald was about the common statue, bat of 
a very commanding appearance. I have lieaid that, 
when in Paris, he affected the Roman coetame ; wwe 
liis collar open, and his liur d, la Brututm 

III his poetry, notwithstanding the praise of Boms, 
I have not been able to discover any iingnlar merit. 
1 have been successful in tracing out a conaideiaUe 
number of his occasional pieces, but they can scarcely 
be said to have rewarded the search. There is a con- 
stant aim in them at something fine, which is in gene- 
ral attended with but indiffoent success. His ideas 
have little novelty ; the same images, and even the 
same expressions, are of frequent recurrence ; and on 
the whole, Oswald must rather be considered aa a plea- 
sant versifier than as a geniune poet The fbllowiag 
are two of the best specimens of his talenta which I 
have met with ; the last, which is a version from tlie 
Fn>ncli, is possessed of very considenible elegance. 



Ilh Louisa 

id grateful lb/ shule :- 



h, JTB grovM ! where 

hen lovely thy grot 

las ! with LouUa no longer I stray, 

nt looelj I wonder, gud woeful my lay. 

or mj luve 1 lamcnl, in llie dust lowly laid, 

nd thy grots are ungrateful snd sad is thy jhulv. 

by Sirens late warbling their love'labour'd Uy, 

Tow ail sadiy mate on tlie wtw-wither'd spray, 

avc the Nightingale wailing her widow'd eitate, 

jid the Dove, lonely mourner ! benioaning het mate ; 

< ! rutlilcss the sportsman that aim'd the fell blow ; 

ih fate, cmel fate ! thus to lay my love low ! 



<h ye grove. 



myrtles 



'E"y. 



ThtVirgin'iDTeim. 
Gentle Sleep had shut hei eye-lids 

With his poppj-waving wand. 
But li«[ heut still wakeful wanders. 

Led by Love's supreme command. 
See I on her cheek the rose expanding. 

More and more vetniillion grows ; 
While her hand some bold invader 

Feebly seemelh to opposfi. 



10 LIVES OF EMINENT ICOTBHBN. 
lUsllru im hct much the tout*. 

na^vful liTOTC tin hreul* divine. 
Ami miw inim liMiqail grown, ihc loftly 

On iicr pillow Finki lupine : 
Fram Wn lipi i gcnlli- mumur, 

Snicrly hvard, nppcvi 1' cihala ; 
Sucli the bcealli of balinj lephjr 

Puuni; thin' tlic tlowciy Talc. 
lla|i|i,v fMil ivhwic gulden ilunibcn, 
' Fmir; ibvp* in tixii delight, 
Uul niun' hlcit llie >wMn nboic ioige 

IIruiu w tcndcT cut CKik- 
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